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The Bond of 
Peace 

By Pastor Steve 
VanDixhorn 

 What is stronger 
than Gorilla Glue and 
more fragile than a crystal 
goblet?    

(Try turning the page 
upside down if you can’t 
read the answer.) 
 When I thank God 
for the ways He has 
blessed Pine Knolls, the 
unity we have experienced 
is at the top of a very long 
list.  If you’ve been part of a 
church (or almost any 
organization) you know that 
unity is fragile.  A church 
may experience a strong 

sense of togetherness and 
mission for a season only 
to break into factions over 
an insignificant issue.  A 
family may love each other 
deeply only to be pulled 
apart by a 
misunderstanding or some 
ill-chosen words.  We’ve all 
experienced how fragile 
unity can be. 
 Yet, we’ve also 
experienced the power of 
unity.  This has been my 

prevailing experience in 
Pine Knolls.  Over the past 
30 years we have 
experienced: budget 
shortfalls, building project 
successes and calamities, 
leadership changes and 
failures, beloved people 
lost to death or relocation, 
changes in styles of 
worship and preaching, and 
the ending, starting or 
retooling of important 
programs.  Any one of 
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THE MESSENGER

A Warm Welcome to Pastor Andy Sassaman, 
our Next Senior Pastor! 

After an overwhelmingly positive congregational vote, we are 
happy to welcome Pastor Andy Sassaman and his family to Pine 
Knolls. Pastor Andy will begin his role as PK’s new Senior Pastor 
mid-June. Please continue to pray for the Sassaman’s, for Pastor 
Steve and his family, and for Pine Knolls staff and congregation 

through this transition. 

The Pastor’s 
Pen
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these could have fractured 
our congregation yet over 
the past 30 years we have 
navigated these challenges 
with hope because of the 
unity we treasure and seek 
to grow. 
 The Apostle Paul 
writes to early Christians, 
“Make every effort to keep 
the unity of the Spirit 
through the bond of peace.”  
I believe this coming 
season in the life of Pine 
Knolls can strengthen the 
unity of the Spirit that we 
have experienced and 
enjoyed in Pine Knolls.   
 For this to be true 
we must: 
 1. Expend energy to 
build unity.  Paul writes, 
“Make every effort”.  Often 
we think unity just happens.  
Because we have 
experienced times of unity 
that took no effort on our 
part (think back to a time 
you fell in love) we fail to do 
the work of building unity.  
Unity is preserved and 
developed when we work 
at getting on the same 
page.   
 There are no 
shortages of differences 
within the Body of Christ:  
• different ethnic, socio-

economic, family 
backgrounds, 

• different political, 
economic, educational 
views, 

• different approaches to 
learning, relating, 
growing,  

• different personalities 
and life-shaping 
experiences. 

 But even more 
important than our 
differences, we SHARE 
one God, one Church, one 
Savior, one confession of 
faith, and one future.  Do 
the work of remembering 
what you share with others 
in Pine Knolls even as you 
do the work of listening and 
seeing life from the 
perspective of someone 
who is different than you.  
 2. We also must 
grow in our understanding 
of Truth and in our ability to 
express Love.  Paul writes, 
“Speaking the truth in love, 
we will in all things grow up 
into Him who is the Head, 
that is, Christ.”  In my 
paraphrase, “we become 
more and more like Jesus 
as we speak truth that is 
saturated with love.”   
 There are two 
temptations that Christians 
face as they seek unity.  
The first is to pursue truth 
with the expectation that 
every question will be 
answered, every 
intersection and dilemma in 
life will have clear road 
signs so that everyone can 
be in lock step with each 
other.  Christians who are 
tempted in this way use 
truth force compliance and 
conformity, failing to realize 
compliance is not 
necessarily obedience and 
conformity is not unity.   

 The second 
temptation is to adopt love, 
and disregard truth, as the 
way of Jesus.  Christ-
followers who do this, look 
the other way rather than 
confronting sin. They 
ignore offenses and refuse 
to deal with their own anger 
or sadness, believing these 
negative emotions and 
difficult conversations will 
irreparably damage unity.  
This matter of speaking the 
truth in love is worth an 
entire book, not a few 
paragraphs in a newsletter.  
Even so, let me encourage 
you to invite God, through 
prayer, to show you how 
you more naturally 
approach life and 
relationships, truth or love.  
Thank Him for how you are 
made.  You add strength to 
the Body of Christ in this 
way.  Then, ask God to 
grow the area that doesn’t 
come naturally to you.  This 
will put you into a zone 
where you become aware 
of your need for God.  
(That’s always a good 
zone.) 
 Father	in	heaven,	
protect	Pine	Knolls	during	this	
coming	season.		Holy	Spirit,	
make	us	a	unified	
congrega=on	–	focused	on	
who	we	are	in	Christ	and	on	
the	purpose	for	which	You	
have	called	us.		In	our	unity,	
may	we	make	You	–	the	God	
of	unity	–	known.		In	Jesus’	
name,	Amen 

 2



Pine Knolls Alliance Church April 2019

By Brandi Meacham 
Pine Knolls AWANA 
Director 

 Wow!  What a 
ministry!  What a year!  As 
the Director of our AWANA 
ministry here at Pine 
Knolls, this month I have 
the privilege of giving you a 
small glimpse of this 
amazing program that we 
currently offer to children 
age 3 through Grade 5.  On 
Wednesday evenings 
September - May, we meet 
downstairs throughout the 
Children’s Ministry area 
5:45 pm- 7:45 pm for a 
jam-packed, fun-filled 
concentrated night of 
learning about God and His 
Word. 
 AWANA stands for 
Approved Workmen Are 
Not Ashamed from 2 
Timothy 2:15 “Do your best 
to present yourself to God 
as one approved, a 
workman who is not 
ashamed and who correctly 
handles the word of truth.”   
We exist so that children 
have a wonderful 
opportunity with much 

encouragement to know 
and memorize Scripture 
and to embrace a life-long, 
committed unashamed 
relationship with Jesus. 
 Each night we begin 
with a time of welcoming 
and singing several songs 
along with announcements 
and prayer. We then break 
into 3 distinct groups based 
on age: Cubbies are ages 
3-4, Sparks are grades K-2, 
and T&T (Truth and 
Training) are grades 3-5.  
Each age group has their 
unique uniform and lesson 
books that they work in 

throughout the year.  These 
groups stay together 
throughout the night 
rotating through sections of 
game time, large group 
teaching, and small group 
Bible application/ 
memorization.  It is fast-
paced and so incredibly 
meaningful.  We wrap it up 
at the end with a closing 
time of awards for all that 
was accomplished that 
night. 
 In addition, we also 
seek to increase the fun 
and interest throughout the 
year by incorporating 
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AWANA Clubs at 
Pine Knolls! 

Family & 
Children’s 
Ministry
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special theme nights 
(sports teams, specific 
colors, Glow Night, etc.) 
and periodically having an 
AWANA store where they 
can buy all kinds of toys 
and candy with special 
earned AWANA dollars.  
We are very excited to also 
be having something new 
this year:  the AWANA 
Grand Prix pine wood 
derby car race!  Most 
children have already 
purchased their car kits and 
are busily preparing them 
for race day on May 8th, 
which is sure to be great 
fun for all! 
 Another component 
of our program is to 
intentionally promote godly 
character.  To develop 
hearts of giving and 
service, we offer many 
mission projects that the 
children can identify with 
and actively participate in, 
such as sponsoring Hope 
for Kenya children with 
money and hand-written 
letters, giving winter 
clothing items to the Open 
Door mission, donating 
food items for the Food 
Pantry, etc.  To encourage 
leadership skills, we invite 
kids to be up front leading 
the songs and volunteering 
to pray, and we offer 
opportunities for some 
AWANA graduates to return 
in leadership roles. Game 
time provides the occasion 
to teach teamwork, 
kindness, and respect. In 

small group time we teach 
cooperation and patience 
by having the kids help 
each other in their 
memorization and use their 
Bibles to look up verses 
together. 
 Our ultimate goal is 
to make a godly impact in 
each child's life that will be 
with them forever — by 
teaching them the truths of 
the Bible, encouraging 
them and helping them to 
memorize God’s Word, 
developing meaningful 
relationships with them 
through conversations, 
laughter, and prayer, and 
fostering growth in their 
personal relationships with 
Jesus. 
 If you have ever 
been in a volunteer 
situation where you were 
looking at the clock 
occasionally to see how  
many minutes you have left 
… I can assure you that 
would not be your 

experience at AWANA!  At 
the end of the night, we 
may be tired, but our hearts 
are FULL.  As we drive 
home afterwards, we 
wonder how the time flew 
by and wish we had just a 
little bit more time with 
them to listen and help and 
show God’s love.  We have 
the kids on our minds and 
in our prayers…. thankful to 
God for time well spent. 
 I would like to invite 
you to consider if this would 
be a place where you 
would like to invest a 
couple of hours a week and 
allow God to use your time 
and efforts to accomplish 
His work in the life of a 
child.  If you are interested 
in volunteering, please 
contact Teanna Fullen at 
tfullen@pineknolls.net and 
mark your calendar for 
Sept. 11 when we will begin 
the next amazing AWANA 
year here at Pine Knolls! 
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 We are pleased to 
announce that Trent 
Thornton will be joining us 
for the bi annual Missions 
Weekend at Pine Knolls on 
May 10-12th. 
 In 2014, the 
Thorntons began serving 
as the Regional Leadership 
Couple for North and 
Central Asia, first living in 
Istanbul, Turkey and now 
living in Hong Kong. The 
NCA region includes the 
countries of China/Hong 
Kong, Mongolia, Tajikistan, 
Russia, Ukraine and 
Georgia. The Thorntons 
oversee approximately 85 
international workers in 
these 7 countries. 
 They have a rich 
history of service in the 
C+MA and have been 
church planters in Hong 
Kong, Dorm parents at 
Black Forest Academy in 
Germany, Field director in 
the Balkan field (Bosnia, 
Kosovo & Macedonia) 
Missionary in Residence at 
Nyack College, Candidate 

Development in the 
Midwest Region and now 
Regional Director in North 
and Central Asia.   
 Come and join us for 
more than one event on the 
weekend of May 10-12th at 
PKA. 

Friday evening Pot Luck 
Dinner at PKA Foyer, 6:00 
- 8:30 PM.   Minding the 
Gap 
 Come and hear 
Trent as he shares about 
some of the “gaps” that 
exist in our world and how 
we as Christians are poised 
to meet those challenges. 
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SAVE	THE	DATE	
Missions	Weekend	
Coming	in	MAY!

Go and Make 
Disciples: 

Missions At PKA

Don’t miss your 
chance to meet 

Trent Thornton and 
learn what God is 
doing in Central 
Asia and around 
the world through 

the Christian & 
Missionary Alliance.
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 We will also be 
hearing a report from 
several PKA youth who will 
have just finished the “30 
hour famine.” 
 Food sign ups will 
be on the information booth 
starting a few weeks prior.   
 Childcare will be 
provided  (Please sign up 
in the foyer ahead of time.)  
 Saturday morning 
Common to Man  PKA 
foyer 7:30 - 8:40 AM.   
North and Central Asia 
Overview  

 Trent will meet with 
the PKA men at a breakfast 
event.   Trent will be 
sharing a general overview 
of the work of the C+MA in 
the North and Central Asia 
region that he is presently 
overseeing. 
 Sunday Worship 
Services at PKA 9:00 and 
10:45 AM.  Starting Over. 
 Join us during our 
worship services to hear 
Trent share about the many 
transitions that he and his 
wife Sharon have gone 
through over the years as 

they have made 
themselves available to 
God in His global plan.   
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PKA Support Groups 

Celebrate Recovery Sundays 
6-8:30 pm, PKA foyer  

(dinner at 5 p.m. on the 1st and 3rd Sun. 
of the month) 

Do you have a hurt, habit or hang-up that 
has interfered with your spiritual life? 

Celebrate Recovery is a 12-step Christ-
centered recovery program. No fee, and 

confidentiality is respected. 

The Landing 
For middle and high school students, this 

program helps teens avoid or break cycles 
of dysfunction while experiencing God’s 

incredible forgiveness and healing. 
Sundays 6-8:15 pm, The Student Center 

GriefShare   
Tuesdays, 6:30 p.m. in The Potter’s House 

Ministry Offerings 
Student Ministry 

Foundations Class, downstairs in Children’s 
Ministry, Sundays at  

9:00 a.m. 

AWANA -Grades Pre-K-5th, Wednesdays, 
at  6 p.m. downstairs in Children’s Ministry 

Connect - Grades 6-12, Wednesdays at 
6p.m. in the Student Center 

Men’s Ministry 

Common to Man, Men’s gathering, 
Saturdays 7:30 a.m. 

Ladies Bible Studies:  

Discerning the Voice of God, a Pricilla 
Shirer study, 

Saturday mornings  
beginning May 4.  

3-week Beth Moore Study - The Basket 
Case. Beginning Tuesday, May 7, at 6:30 
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Adult Education Class: Resolving Everyday Conflict 
Facilitated by Bob and Lori Higley 

 We all have conflict.  It’s usually not the big blow up – but more like the tense conversation 
around the breakfast table or the difficulties with an angry neighbor, an overbearing boss, or a 
moody teenager.  Or more seriously, maybe you haven’t spoken with an extended family member 
for years. These everyday conflicts build up walls and tear down relationships wherever they 
occur – at home, at work, or anywhere in between. 
 As much as we hate these conflicts, we often don’t know what to do about them.  We want 
answers, but we’re just not sure where to find them. 
 There’s good news and real hope. Resolving Everyday Conflict is an eight-week DVD 
study that unpacks the amazing things the Bible has to say about conflict and relationships.  
Throughout this study, you will find the powerful and practical answers you are looking for as you 
dig into topics such as:  defining the conflict, determining legitimate interests, dealing with harmful 
responses, moving toward forgiveness – and then finding beneficial solutions to confounding 
situations. 
 With God’s help, Resolving Everyday Conflict will dramatically change the way you 
respond to conflict – no matter what the other person does. 

COMMUNITY EASTER 
EGG HUNT! 

Coming to Pine Knolls Sat., April 
20th 11:00am-3:00pm  

Please save the date, or better 
yet, invite friends and sign up to 

help. This is a great outreach 
opportunity to share the true 

blessing of the Easter Season 
with our community.
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Good Friday Services, April 19, 
5p.m. and 7p.m. 

 This Good Friday we will be deepening the 
worship life of our church by having an 
extended time of worship that is centered 
around the Communion Table.  We know that 
not everyone loves singing and song but we 
don't think that matters at all because God 
does!  This evening of worship is less about 
what we can get from Him and more about 
what we can give Him.  Psalm 145:1-3 says: 

"I lift You high in praise, my God, O my King! 
 And I'll bless your name into eternity.  I'll bless 
you every day, and keep it up from now to 
eternity.  God is magnificent and can't be 
praised enough.  There are no boundaries to 
His greatness." 

That's seems like a perfect reason to gather 
together doesn't it?  It doesn't matter if you 
sing like a frog or have the voice of an angel 
our God is worth coming together to exalt, lift 
up and give our all! 

Childcare available for preschool and younger 

Easter Services, April 21,          
9a.m. + 10:45 a.m. 

 We exist in a world filled with life......and 
unfortunately, death.  While we have a longing 
to fill our experiences, relationships and inner 
being with beauty and life we can all admit that 
these things are often tainted with the sting of 
death or dying.  It’s one of the things that we 
all have in common.  Join us this Easter as we 
open a dialogue about how Jesus’ resurrection 
can upend this experience  and how we may 
be truly ALIVE! 

Regular children’s programs at both services.


