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By Pastor Steve 
VanDixhorn 

 Recently I had 
the chance to watch a 
young couple work as 
parenting partners.  
First the mom actively 
parented their 
daughter while the dad 
was doing other 
things; then the dad was 
available while the mom 
caught her breath.  And 
later, they joined together in 
playing a game with their 
daughter.  I saw their 
partnering as a dance of 
sorts – and a fun one to 
watch, at that. 
 There is a lot to be 
said for partnering in every 
realm of our lives.  Lots of 

people are married but not 
every marriage is a 
partnership.  Most people 
have co-workers but only 
some have work partners.  
In this short article I’d like 
to encourage you to 
consider the places in your 
life where you have 
partners  - and places in 
your life where you could 
use one.  Before we get 

there, though, let’s touch 
on costs and benefits of 
having partners. 
 The Cost of 
Partnership –  
• Developing 
relationships that are 
aligned takes time and 
energy.  It’s one thing for 
me to cheer you on as you 
do your own thing; it’s 
altogether different for us to 

 1

THE MESSENGER

Come Hear about CM+A work in 
Cambodia from Dr. Kent Copeland 

SAVE THE DATE! Pine Knolls’ upcoming Missions Weekend is April 
27-29, and will feature  Dr Kent Copeland, pictured above with his 
wife Christine. The Copelands have served in medical missions in 
Cambodia for over 10 years.  

Please see page 5 for more information on the Copelands, and the 
theme “Peculiar People” highlighted in the several upcoming 
Missions Weekend events at Pine Knolls.

Developing 
and 

Celebrating 
Partnerships

The Pastor’s 
Pen
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tackle a project together.  
Working together is way 
harder at the beginning. 
• Deciding to partner 
with others raises the 
likelihood of 
disappointment and 
conflict.  What if someone 
doesn’t hold up their end of 
the bargain the way I 
expected them to?  Or vice 
versa? 
• Partnering with 
others may mean you have 
to slow down.  If you 
choose to run, bike or hike 
with a group, you are 
limited to moving at the 
pace of the slowest 
member of your group. 
 With the costs that 
high, why would people 
form partnerships? 
• Partnerships pool 
resources.  With even a 
partnership of two, there 
are more resources 
(abilities, experiences, 
perspectives, ideas, etc.) in 
the mix.  This is especially 
important when tackling 
complex challenges.  Can I 
also add, it would seem as 
though God has designed 
us to need others. 
• Partnerships make 
long term efforts possible.  
It’s true that a solo bike 
rider may be able to cycle 
faster than a group of 4, 
BUT over the long ride, 
with riders taking turns at 
the front of the pack, the 
group will outperform the 
solo rider.  It’s possible you 
are currently fatigued in a 

specific area of your life.  Is 
it possible to partner with 
others in this area? 
• Accomplishing 
anything significant is 
always more satisfying 
when it has been done with 
a team.  Even in individual 
sports like tennis or 
running, the athlete who 
wins will thank their team.  
(Think PARTNERS)  That 
athlete knows they could 
not have succeeded 
without their partners. 
 So, are there areas 
in your life where you could 
use a partner?  Parenting?  
Spiritual development?  
Financial planning?  
Learning?  Physical 
fitness? 

 The Apostle Paul 
referred to a specific 
congregation – the 
Christians in Philippi – as 
his partners.  This is what 
he said to them, “Every 
time I think of you, I give 
thanks to my God.  
Whenever I pray, I make 
my requests for all of you 
with joy, for you have been 
my partners in spreading 
the Good News about 
Christ from the time you 
first heard it until now.   
 May you and I follow 
the example of Paul – 
developing and celebrating 
partnerships in the areas of 
life that matter most. 

In His grip, 
Pastor Steve 
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PKA Support Groups  
Celebrate Recovery  

Do you have a hurt, habit or hang-up that has interfered with 
your spiritual life? Celebrate Recovery is a 12-step Christ-
centered recovery program. No fee, and confidentiality is 
respected. 

Sundays 6-8:30 pm, PKA foyer (dinner at 5 p.m. on the 1st and 
3rd Sun. of the month) 

The Landing 
For middle and high school students, this program helps teens 
avoid or break cycles of dysfunction while experiencing God’s 
incredible forgiveness and healing. 

Sundays 6-8:15 pm, The Student Center 
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By Pastor 
Justin 
Fischer 

 One of the 
fundamental questions that 
every adolescent asks is, 
“Where do I belong?” That 
single question defines a 
lot of what a teenager 
does, says, and pursues. It 
influences the sports that 
he plays, and the club that 
he joins. It impacts the 
clothes she wears, guys 
she dates, and friends she 
keeps. It is the reason that 
she cares so much about 
how her room is decorated, 
and why he spends so 
much time working to 
impress his coach. Teens 
need to know that they 
have a place where they 
belong.

This is an incredible 
opportunity for the church.

I believe that Pine 
Knolls is welcoming to 
teens. We have many 
adults invested in the lives 
of teens, opportunities for 
parents of teens, and 

programs to reach and 
disciple teens. Imagine with 
me, however, if we became 
a church with a passion for 
helping young people to 
know that they belonged. 
Imagine if every teen that 
walked through our doors 
knew that they had a 
reason for hope in Jesus. 
Imagine if every adolescent 
in our community wanted to 
be a part of Pine Knolls, not 
because of a cool program, 
but because they sensed, 
or had heard of the 
belonging that is found is 
Jesus. Surely there is no 
better way for a young 
person to know she 
belongs than through the 
hope and healing of Jesus! 

You should probably 
know that I love dreaming 
and creativity. I realize that 
last paragraph may have 
sounded a bit lofty to some, 
but consider what the 
scriptures have to say in 
Psalm 78:4…

We will not hide 
them from their children, 
but tell to the coming 
generation the glorious 
deeds of the Lord, and his 
might, and the wonders 
that he has done.

We have been given 
a charge to pass on the 
faith to the coming 
generation. This certainly 
happens best, and perhaps 
most readily, within the 
context of the family. For 
this reason we are 
committed to investing in 
parents who desire to raise 
their children in God-
honoring ways. Many teens 
within our church and our 
community do not have the 
luxury of having a Christian 
parent or guardian within 
their home, however. In 
their case, the passing of 
the faith will only happen if 
the church, or a caring 
individual, steps in to show 
them the love and 
belonging found in Jesus.
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 Engaging Teens

Family & 
Children’s 
Ministry
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So how do we move 

beyond welcoming 
adolescents to helping 
them understand that they 
belong? That is the big 
question! The programs 
that we offer and the things 
that we say from stage play 
a part in this, but I believe 
that how we interact with 
teens (or choose not to) 
plays an even bigger role. 
Some small steps that you 
can take are to get to know 
the names of the teens that 
you see at Pine Knolls, and 
welcome them by name 
when you see them. Ask 
them about the things that 
they are interested in, and 
share some of your 
interests, as well. You 
might be surprised at how 
much a teen is willing to 
talk about the things that 
he is interested in! 
 Another step you 
can take is to figure out 
what they are saying when 
they are talking to you, and 
to each other. The included 
infographic helps to 
decode some teenspeak. 
Warning - this is not shared 
to help make you cool. In 
fact, if you use these words 
or phrases with teens it will 
probably sound forced and 
lame. I share this so you 
can see and understand 
some of the things that 
teens are talking about, 
and how they are talking 
about them.

As we continue on 
this journey into Family 

Ministries, I believe we can 
take more and more steps 
toward doing our part to 
fulfill Psalm 78:4. Let’s 
continue welcoming young 

people into our church, but 
let’s not stop there. Let’s 
push beyond welcoming to 
belonging.
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 Are you part of 
God’s peculiar people, as 
the Bible calls us to be? 
This year’s conference 
theme is rooted in 1 Peter 
2:4-12.  
 In these verses, 
Peter addresses Jewish 
believers who are now 
scattered around the 
Roman empire as 
“sojourners and exiles.” 
They certainly felt peculiar 
in the culture of Roman 
cities. Peter points out to 
them that God has a 
purpose for the peculiarly 
different people who 

choose to live for His 
Kingdom among the 
kingdoms of the world. 
 “But you are a 
chosen people, a royal 
priesthood, a holy nation, a 
people belonging to God 
(KJV: “a peculiar people”), 
that you may declare the 
praises of him who called 
you out of darkness into his 
wonderful light. 1 Peter 2:9 
 Dr. Kent Copeland 
will be visiting Pine Knolls 

for our upcoming missions 
Weekend, April 27-29, and 
he is certainly part of this 
peculiar priesthood.   
 Copeland and his 
wife, Christine, are CM+A 
missionaries that have 
been serving in Cambodia 
for many, many years. 
 “At eight years old, a 
college professor 
challenged me to give up 
my childhood dream of 
becoming a veterinarian. 
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Go and Make 
Disciples: Missions 

At PKA

“Peculiar People” 
Upcoming Missions 

Weekend at PKA

Dr. Copeland (left) and Dr. Warren Cooper (right) from Samaritan’s Purse, treat a 
landmine victim. Photo by cmalliance.org

http://cmalliance.org
http://cmalliance.org
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Instead of treating dogs 
and cats, he suggested that 
I consider serving God as a 
medical missionary, using 
healing skills to win the 
hearts of people for Jesus 
Christ,” Copeland said in 
cmalliance.org article. 
 “I can’t imagine a 
more rewarding life. We are 
honored to serve hurting 
and needy people in the 
Name of Christ, 
irrespective of their ability 
to pay,” he said. 
 The Copelands have 
served in medical missions 
in Cambodia for over 10 
years, helping ameliorate 
the physical suffering, and 
often the spiritual suffering 
of a lost people group in 
Christ’s name. 
 “They are not able to 
afford proper care for such 
treatable illnesses as 
tuberculosis, obstructed 
childbirth, hyperthyroidism 
or a broken bone. Their 
culture and families have 
little time for them. Our 
skills make a huge 
difference in alleviating 
their pain. In the process, 

some of them find the love 
of the One who wants to 
give them a new and 
beautiful life,” Copeland 
said. 
 Dr. Copeland will 
discuss the ways in which 
we, too, can become part 
of God’s peculiar people. 
 So what do peculiar 
people look like? Copeland 

will challenge us to live 
more than just average 
Christian lives so our 
thoughts, words, and 
actions can overflow with 
His purposes. 
 Come learn how we 
can become followers of 
Christ that are “Peculiar 
with a Purpose.” 
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By Melissa 
Guay 

Many of you 
know my 
sister and 

her husband, Kevin and 
Sarah Maynard. They are 
very active in missions 
work in Dago, a small rural 
village in Kenya. 
 They have founded 
a nonprofit jewelry 
company that provides 
sustainable income for the 
Dago women (Hands and 
Feet of Hope), are 
instrumental in helping 
build a much needed grade 
school for the community’s 
children, and are now 
starting to investigate the 
potential for a micro-loan 
program. 
 They live about 20 
minutes away from our 
church. Their kids play on 
local sports teams; Kevin 
owns a local construction 
company, and I have 
upcoming plans to take my 
sister out to dinner this 
week. 
 My point is this: they 
are living in a missions 
mindset even though most 

of the year they do 
so in Upstate New 
York. 
 I say, if the 
Millennial 
generation can 
redefine what it 
means to go to work 
(I’m thinking man-
buns and laptops in 
coffee shops) — it is 
time for us to 
redefine what it 
means to be a 
missionary. 
 I understand 
not all of us can go 
on long term or 
even short term 
missions trips — 
trust me, I’ve tried 
more than once to 
pack up and head 
out in Christ’s name 
to no success. But 
that doesn’t let me 
off the hook. Or you. 
 The call to 
find the lost and tell 
them of Christ 
wasn’t given to a 
small few. It was 
given within the 
promise made to 
Abraham, that his 
descendants, a.k.a. 
US, are to bless ALL 
nations. The “Bless” 
in here is a verb. 
We have to do 
something. 
 For me, this 
looks like helping 
my sister make 
jewelry from the 
paper beads the 
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Children’s Ministries 
AWANA- Ages 3-5th Grade 
Wednesdays, 6-7:45 p.m. in 

Children’s Ministries 
Connect - Grades 6-12, Wednesdays 

at 6p.m. in the Student Center 

Adult Bible Study 
Bible 101 March 18 & 25, and April 8 

& 15, 9:30 a.m. 
Pastor Bill will be leading this four 

week course.  He will introduce you to 
Bible basics, including an overview of 
the Old and New Testaments, general 
principles for interpreting and studying 

the Bible, and consideration of the 
Bible's uniqueness ad reliability. Sign 

up at the Information Center 

Men’s Ministry 
Common to Man, Men’s gathering, 

Saturdays 7:30a.m. in the PKA foyer 

Women’s Ministry 
Thursday morning,  9:15a.m. 
God of the Word – Patriarchs 
Facilitator: Jennie Anderson 
Discerning the Voice of God 

Facilitator:  Kris Fisher 
Let’s Get Intentional in Prayer, in 

Personal Growth, and in Relationship 
Building. Facilitator: Lauren Varney  

Tuesday Evening Study, 6:30p.m. 
The Quest – Beth Moore Study  (no 
childcare) Facilitator:  Lorin Whorf

VISITORS 

WANTED: 

A New Language

Bringing Missions 
into Our Homes
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Dago women create so she 
can sell them and reinvest 
in that community. It looks 
like intentionally reaching 
out to the foreign exchange 
students I teach at SUNY 
Adirondack, and inviting 
them to my home. It looks 
like praying for other 
nations (when I 
remember…I am getting 
better at this, but there’s 
much room for 
improvement). It looks like 
volunteering with our local 
Young Life organization, 
intentionally trying to share 
Christ’s story.  
 On my best days, it 
looks like waking up and 
simply asking God, “What 
would you like me to do 
today? Show me. I’ll be 
looking for it.”  

 I challenge each of 
us as our upcoming 
Missions Weekend 
approaches to ask 
ourselves  and God what 
we can do to become more 
invested in participating in 
the expansion of God’s 
Kingdom.  
 Make no mistake, 
He will see it done whether 
or not we help, but there’s 
an awesome adventure 
waiting for those that heed 
the call.  
 My sister never 
thought her first short 
missions trip to Kenya 
would fuel such a love and 
personal connection for a 
community a half a world 
away. She 
simply 
asked God 

what she should do, and 
then obeyed when she 
heard the answer. I pray we 
all learn to do the same.  
 Please consider 
praying for our nations, or 
even just one in particular 
repeatedly. Please consider 
giving financially to 
missions endeavors. 
Please consider going on a 
missions trip—at home or 
abroad, or welcoming those 
that have into your home.   
 These are all ways 
that we can expand our 
missions mindset and 
begin to see God’s heart 
for all His people, 
regardless of geographic 
location. 
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Pine Knolls Exists to Experience and 
Share the Hope and Healing of Jesus.

Financial Information 
for  February 2018  

Actual  $61,274 YTD $128,433
Budget $70,000 YTD $140,000

Under (-$8,726) YTD (-$11,567)

Benevolence     $1,776 YTD $9,705
Missions     $5,356 YTD $10,880
Debt Reduction $1,631 YTD $2,697

Remaining on the mortgage $193,408

Spiritual Gifts Class -- 
Monday, April 9, 6:30 p.m. 

Learn what the scriptures teach us about how 
and why God has purposefully and uniquely 
gifted us.  Discover or affirm His gifts in you 

and learn about places you can strengthen the 
Body of Christ here at Pine Knolls.  Facilitated 

by Lynn Figura


