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By Steve 
VanDixhorn  

 Over 
the past 
month we 
have been 
unpacking 

the work done by a Vision 
Development Team.  This 
team worked together for 
12 months to craft: a clear 
vision statement, core 
values, measures of 
success and a simple 
strategy that can be easily 
communicated to those 
who want to know who we 
are and what we’re all 
about.  This process of 
unpacking the vision has 
been very moving for me.  
Here are a few reasons for 
this:  
 The reaction to our 
vision statement “Pine 
Knolls exists to experience 
and share the hope and 
healing of Jesus” has 
affirmed that we did indeed 
hear God speaking to us. 
Some people simply said, 
“That’s us.”  Some told me 
they love the combination 
of experiencing and 

sharing.  Still others 
commented on the specific 
ways God has used Pine 
Knolls to inject hope and 
healing into their life. 

 Unveiling our vision 
and strategy has opened 
doors to hear many stories 
of what God has done.  
Amazing stories of God 
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THE MESSENGER
The Pastor’s Pen

Good Friday Services: 5:00 & 7:00 p.m.  Childcare at 
the 5:00 p.m.: Infant - Grade 5.  

Easter Services: 8, 9:30 and 11.  Childcare: Infant - 5 
years at the 9:30 & 11 
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working through the 
ministries, people and 
services of Pine Knolls.  
God is the only one who 
can change a human heart 
but there is great joy in 
having been used by Him.  
I have begun to share 
some of these stories and 
will share more over the 
coming year.  At the core, 
these stories are about 
God’s work in the life of 
one person but without 
much effort you can see 
how these stories belong to 
US.  How can you discount 
the many ways people 
have helped make this a 
place where it’s OK not to 
be OK?  How can you 
measure the significance of 
a word of encouragement? 
 I sense a newfound 
purpose being ignited 
within our congregation.  
Our vision statement 
doesn’t express a dramatic 
shift from what we’ve been 
doing over the past 20 
years but it has given us 
FOCUS.  Focus that has 
been missing.  This 
renewed focus is 
energizing some great 
conversations – Where are 
the pockets in our 
community that are 
desperate for hope and 
healing?  How can we bring 
the hope of Jesus into 
these difficult places?  Are 
there ways our existing 
ministries and groups can 
be more purposeful in 
sharing the hope and 

healing of Jesus?  
And, are each of 
us living with an 
ongoing 
experience of 
God’s presence?  
Every time I pick 
up the Post Star I 
am reminded of 
how difficult life is 
for so many 
people in our 
area.  These 
reminders also 
reinforce the 
importance of 
what happens in 
and through us.  
We are God’s 
vessels, designed 
to carry the 
treasure of the 
Gospel to people 
who desperately 
need it.  The 
Apostle Paul 
writes, “We have 
this treasure in 
jars of clay to 
show that this all-
surpassing power 
is from God and 
not from us.” (2 
Corinthians 4:7) 
 I am 
thankful for what 
God has done, 
humbled by what 
He is doing and 
excited to see 
what He will do as 
we continue to 
follow Jesus. 

In His grip, 
Pastor Steve  
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Student Ministry 
Foundations Class, downstairs in 

Children’s Ministry, Sundays at 9:30 
a.m. 

AWANA -Grades Pre-K-5th, 6 p.m. 
downstairs in Children’s Ministry 

Connect - Grades 6-12, Wednesdays at 
6p.m. in the Student Center. 

Ladies Ministry 

This semester’s studies are:  
Tuesday Morning. 9:30: 
  
Daniel (Beth Moore study) – taught by 
Kris Fisher 

God of the Word:  Acts 2 – taught by 
Jen Anderson 

Living Beyond Your Feelings:  
Controlling Emotions – taught by Lori 
Higley 

  
Tuesday Evening, 7:00 p.m.  
 The Armor of God – taught by Karen 

Tucker 

Men’s Ministry 
Common to Man, Men’s gathering, 

Saturdays 7:30 a.m. 

VISITORS 

WANTED: 
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Sharing the 
Easter Story 
With Your 
Children 

By Teanna Fullen  

 Easter is the 
most significant day of 
the year that Christians 
celebrate. As we strive 
to lead our children to 
place their hope in 
Christ, it can 
sometimes be 
challenging to explain 
some of the tough 
topics surrounding 
Easter to our children.  
It can be difficult to 
decide if it is time to 
share a topic with them 
or how much to share 
about a topic. It is easy 
for the true meaning of 
Easter to be 
overshadowed by the 
excitement of new 
Easter outfits, dying 
Easter eggs, and 
spring vacations. 

 Of course the 
age of the child 
determines when and 
how much you share 
with them. Your 
family’s approach to 
parenting will also 
come into play. Some 
parents feel that 
everything should be 
explained to children 
and some parents 
shelter their children 
from difficult topics. 
Only you can decide 
what is appropriate to 
share with your child.  
 Here are some 
thoughts on sharing 
Easter truths with your 
children. It is easy to 
focus on the joy and 
excitement of the 
resurrection, skipping 
the betrayal, pain, and 
death at the cross.  But 
we cannot experience 
the full joy of Easter 

without reflecting on 
the pain and sadness 
of Good Friday.  
Children need to know 
that dying was Jesus 
Christ’s reason for 
living on earth. When 
answering questions 
about Easter, it is 
imperative that we 
answer them as 
honestly as we can. Of 
course, it is important 
to do so in an age-
appropriate manner. 
 When 
explaining Easter to 
the younger children, 
there are many age 
appropriate books and 
videos that will help 
you share the Easter 
story with your child. 
One of my favorites is 
the Arch series. This 
series has many books 
that explain the 
different Easter stories. 
If your child is a fan of 
the Berenstain Bears, 
they have a book the 
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Family and Children’s Ministry
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Berenstain Bears and 
the Easter Story. 
Veggie Tales also has 
several Easter videos.  
NEST Entertainment, 
(produced by a 
previous Disney 
director), has a 
wonderful video called 
He is Risen.  It does a 
beautiful job of 
explaining the true 
biblical story of Easter.  
Many Easter DVD’s 
and books can be 
purchased through 
Christian Book 
Distributors or on 
Amazon.  We also 
have many choices 
available in our own 
Pine Knolls Library.  If 
you don’t visit our 
library very often, you 
should check it out.  
Our library has many 
wonderful media and 
book selections for you 
and your family to 
grow in the grace and 
knowledge of Jesus 
Christ. 
 There are also 
Resurrection Eggs that 
have objects inside to 
help explain and 
connect the segments 
of the Easter story.  
You can purchase 
these sets, or make 
your own. You can 
even use these eggs 
as a daily devotion the 
12 days before Easter, 
opening one egg a 
day, and discussing 

what the object inside 
has to do with the 
Easter story. Older 
children love the 
Resurrection Eggs 
also, (especially with a 
few candy ones 
included)! 
 If your older 
children love to have a 
scavenger hunt, you 
can do an Easter 
scavenger hunt.  Hide 
items that relate to the 
Easter story around 
your home or yard and 
give your child a list of 
these items to find.  
Items such as  a rock 
for the tomb, two sticks 
for the cross, 
something red to 
represent His blood, 
something white to 
represent a clean 
heart, and something 
black to represent our 
sin.  These objects, 
when found, can 
facilitate a deep 
discussion about the 
meaning of Easter.  
You could even ask 
your child to explain 
what he thinks the 
object means.  This 
will give you insight as 
to how much they truly 
understand the Easter 
story. A favorite activity 
for many children is 
cooking.  There are 
several recipes 
available for making 
Easter cooking 
projects.  You can find 

some recipes on 
Pinterest for making 
many yummy snacks 
that will aid you in 
explaining the Easter 
story.  Some are 
Resurrection Rolls, 
Empty Tomb Biscuits, 
and Easter story 
cookies.  
 If projects are a 
better activity for your 
family, you could plant 
and grow a 
Resurrection Garden 
or even make a 
Resurrection scene 
from salt dough.  
There are many of 
these types of projects 
online. 
 So let’s have 
fun with our children as 
we rejoice and 
celebrate the new life 
in Christ that is ours 
because of Christ’s 
sacrifice for our sins 
and His triumph over 
the grave.  There is 
room for Easter eggs, 
jelly beans, and candy; 
but as Christian 
parents it is our duty 
and privilege to share 
and discuss the truths 
of Easter with our 
children.  I pray your 
family experiences all 
the joys of Easter this 
season! 
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Pray For 
CAMBODIA 

By Glen 
Anderson

As we 
shared in 
the 
January 
newsletter 
the PKA 
missions 

strategy for 2017 includes 
identifying 3 new fields to 
partner with that are among 
unreached people groups.  
Recently we learned 
about the country of 
Mali. This month we 
will turn our focus to 
the country of 
Cambodia.  
The history of the 
Christian and 
Missionary Alliance in 
Cambodia dates back 
to  1923.  Alliance 
missionaries were the 
first long-term 
Protestant workers to 
enter Cambodia.  In 
time God blessed the 
work and the Alliance 
efforts grew into one of 
the nation’s largest 
evangelical 
communities, the 

Khmer Evangelical 
Church.
Alliance missionaries 
were evacuated from 
Cambodia in 1975 
when the Khmer 
Rouge came to power. 

By the end of 1979, 80 
percent of Cambodian 
believers had been 
martyred during the horrors 
of Pol Pot’s Killing Fields. 
From the small seed of 
some 2,000 remaining 
believers, the evangelical 
Church in Cambodia has 
since grown to more than 
200,000 believers today.
Nonetheless, Christians in 
Cambodia number less 
than 2 percent of the 
population. More than 75 
percent of Cambodia’s 
14,000 villages do not yet 
have any Christian 
presence. The needs for 

evangelism and church 
planting in this war-ravaged 
country remain great. 
Grinding poverty for the 
vast majority of people, 
which leads to health and 
social problems, continues 
to be a major challenge. To 
these ends, Alliance 
workers and their national 
partners are involved in 
training church leaders, 
youth ministry, discipleship 
ministries, planting new 
churches, medical work, 
and church-based 
community development to 
help meet the spiritual, 
nutritional, medical, literacy, 
educational, and AIDS-
related needs of local 
communities.
Soueth and Syna Lao have 
been ministering in 
Cambodia with the C+MA 
for over 20 years.  They are 
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Cambodian nationals that 
were raised Buddhist and  
came to Christ after they 
escaped from Cambodia 
during the time of the 
Khmer Rough regime.  
Soueth was trained as a 
pastor at the Alliance 
Seminary in Nyack and 
Syna became a registered 
nurse.  Together they have 
been used by God to bring 
the light of Christ to their 
dark and needy homeland.  
Stay tuned and next month 
you will hear more from the 
Lao family.
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PKA Support 
Groups  

Celebrate Recovery  
Do you have a hurt, habit or 
hang-up that has interfered with 
your spiritual life? Celebrate 
Recovery is a 12-step Christ-
centered recovery program. No 
fee, and confidentiality is 
respected. 

Sundays 6-8:30 pm, PKA foyer 
(dinner at 5 p.m. on the 1st and 
3rd Sun. of the month) 

The Landing 
For middle and high school 
students, this program helps 
teens avoid or break cycles of 
dysfunction while experiencing 
God’s incredible forgiveness and 
healing. 

Sundays 6-8:15 pm, The Student 
Center 

GriefShare  

Tuesday evenings – 7:00 p.m. 	

Financial Information for  
February 2017 

Actual	-	$66,346																																YTD		$153,504	
Budget	-	$69,057																															YTD	$155,377	
Over/Under								-$2,711																																-$1,873	
		
Benevolent	Fund													$1,560																			YTD	$4,664	
Missions	Fund																			$4,379																		YTD	$10,769	
Debt	ReducIon																$1,534																			YTD	$3,198	
		
Remaining	on	the	Mortgage:		$271,314	
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By 
Melissa 
Guay 

 I was 
recently  
struck with 
realization 

of how much time I’ve 
spent trying to achieve 
things. Whether it was a 
score on a test, working 
toward degrees in college, 
or even cultivating skills like 
playing an instrument or 
painting, we all desire 
achievement at heart. I 
believe often this is 
misguided. 
 It isn't to say that 
achievements are bad in 
themselves, but they have 
often been deterrents in my 
life, distracting me from 
seeking God’s plan for me. 
 Living in a world that 
constantly measures us, 
grades us, and evaluates 
our worth in terms of skill, 
money, and how we 
compare to others feeds 
into this. Falling short 
causes sadness, insecurity, 
and stress. Achieving can 
offer a false sense of self 
worth and purpose. We 
lose sight of why and for 
whom we were created. 

 My interactions with 
God have shown me He 
cares so much more 
about experiencing than 
achieving. He has no 
need for us to prove 
ourselves (spoiler alert, 
we fall short every time). 

He can't possibly achieve 
higher than He already is. 
He just wants us to come 
spend time with Him, living 
in a relationship built on 
experience. He wants us to 
live lives that achieve 
things for Him in His 
strength. 
 No better proof can 
be found of this than in 
Hebrews Chapter 11. I call 
it the Hebrews Hall of 
Fame. Make no mistake, 
it’s an account of immense 
achievement, but focused 
on bringing God glory. It is 
the account of faith in 
action. 
 “By faith Abel 
brought God a better 
offering…By faith Noah, 
when warned about things 
not seen, in holy fear built 
an ark to save his family…
By faith Abraham, when 
called to go to a place he 
would later receive as his 
inheritance, obeyed and 
went…By faith Moses, 
when he had grown up, 
refused to be known as the 
son of the Pharaoh’s 
daughter…By faith the 
people passed through the 
Red Sea as on dry land…
By faith the prostitute 
Rahab, because she 

welcomed spies , was not 
killed with those who were 
disobedient.” And this list 
goes on and on, from 
Samson to David, to 
Samuel and the prophets.  
 As I picture these 
Hall of Famers I am in awe. 
This is true achievement. 
There is risk and guts, and 
God’s glory. 
 Their stories, 
however, aren’t isolated 
events. They’re connected 
by the single plot of God’s 
love for man, and follow the 
same formula every time.   
 Each person first 
heard God and believed 
through faith. Hebrews 11:1 
states that “Faith is being 
sure of what we hope for 
and certain of what we do 
not see.” 
 Abel believed God 
deserved the best. Noah 
believed God would do 
what he said he would, and 
save his family. Moses 
believed that God would 
deliver the Israelites, and 
so on. 
 Next, each person 
was required to act in 
obedience despite any 
number of possible 
outcomes. Consider the 
apostles, the martyrs and 
the persecuted church. 
Some of the consequences 
of obedience are dire. 
Consider the Cross. Jesus 
tells us following Him is not 
easy. But it is the only way 
for true abundant life, and it 
will be worth it. 
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The Hebrews Hall of 
Fame
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 Each person in the 
Hebrews Hall of Fame 
required God to speak, 
faith to believe, and acts of 
obedience. And each 
achieved great things as a 
result. 
 I am so thankful the 
writer of Hebrews doesn’t 
end there. As I read the 
account in Chapter 11 and 
lead into Chapter 12, I 
cannot help but get choked 

up. We are invited into that 
very Hall.  
 “Therefore, since we 
are surrounded by such a 
great cloud of witnesses, 
let us throw off everything 
that hinders and the sin 
that easily entangles. And 
let us run with 
perseverance the race 
marked out for us, fixing 
our eyes on Jesus, the 
pioneer and perfecter of 
faith” (Hebrews 12: 1-2) 

 As this verse clearly 
tells us, we have a seat at 
the table. There’s a place 
reserved for our plaque on 
the wall, and Cooperstown 
has nothing on the Hall 
where we will eternally 
reside. 
 Achievement in our 
own strength can be good. 
Achievement through faith 
in God’s strength, for His 
glory is always better.  
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Hide it in Your Heart: April’s Memory Verse:  

Pine Knolls exists to experience and share 
the hope and healing of  Jesus.


