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Because I am in Christ I have heavenly intercessors.

I. In ChristI have been given the Holy Spirit who provides the spiritual strength I lack.
(v. 26a)

“If you love me, keep my commands. And I will ask the Father, and he will give you another
advocate to help you and be with you forever— the Spirit of truth. The world cannot accept
him, because it neither sees him nor knows him. But you know him, for he lives with you and
will be in you. I will not leave you as orphans; I will come to you. Before long, the world will
not see me anymore, but you will see me. Because I live, you also will live. On that day you
will realize that I am in my Father, and you are in me, and I am in you. Whoever has my
commands and keeps them is the one who loves me. The one who loves me will be loved by my
Father, and I too will love them and show myself to them.” (John 14:15-21)

But the Advocate, the Holy Spirit, whom the Father will send in my name, will teach you all
things and will remind you of everything I have said to you. Peace I leave with you; my peace |
give you. I do not give to you as the world gives. Do not let your hearts be troubled and do not
be afraid. (John 14:26-27)

So do not fear, for I am with you;
do not be dismayed, for I am your God.
I will strengthen you and help you;
I will uphold you with my righteous right hand. (Isaiah 41:10)

The LORD is my strength and my shield;
my heart trusts in him, and he helps me.
My heart leaps for joy,
and with my song I praise him. (Psalm 28:7)

II. In Christ the Holy Spirit prays on our behalf when we don’t know how to pray
appropriately. (v. 26b)

And pray in the Spirit on all occasions with all kinds of prayers and requests. With this in mind,
be alert and always keep on praying for all the Lord’s people. (Ephesians 6:18)

III. In Christ the Holy Spirit helps us know the will of God. (v. 27)

People look at the outward appearance, but the LORD looks at the heart. (1 Samuel 16:7¢)



Nothing in all creation is hidden from God’s sight. Everything is uncovered and laid bare before
the eyes of him to whom we must give account. (Hebrews 4:13)

The Spirit searches all things, even the deep things of God. For who knows a person’s thoughts
except their own spirit within them? In the same way no one knows the thoughts of God except

the Spirit of God. (1 Corinthians 2:10b-11)

IV. In Christ God promises He will work all things to our good. (v. 28)

Not only so, but we also glory in our sufferings, because we know that suffering produces
perseverance; perseverance, character; and character, hope. And hope does not put us to shame,
because God’s love has been poured out into our hearts through the Holy Spirit, who has been
given to us. (Romans 5:3-5)

Even if I should choose to boast, I would not be a fool, because I would be speaking the truth.
But I refrain, so no one will think more of me than is warranted by what I do or say, or because
of these surpassingly great revelations. Therefore, in order to keep me from becoming
conceited, I was given a thorn in my flesh, a messenger of Satan, to torment me. Three times I
pleaded with the Lord to take it away from me. But he said to me, “My grace is sufficient for
you, for my power is made perfect in weakness.” Therefore I will boast all the more gladly
about my weaknesses, so that Christ’s power may rest on me. That is why, for Christ’s sake, |
delight in weaknesses, in insults, in hardships, in persecutions, in difficulties. For when I am
weak, then I am strong. (2 Corinthians 12:6-10)

But we ought to thank God always for you, brothers and sisters loved by the Lord, because God
chose you from the beginning for salvation through sanctification by the Spirit and faith in the
truth. He called you to this salvation through our gospel, so that you may possess the glory of
our Lord Jesus Christ. (2 Thessalonians 2:13-14)

For He chose us in [Christ] before the creation of the world to be holy and blameless in his
sight. In love He predestined us for adoption to sonship through Jesus Christ, in accordance
with His pleasure and will—to the praise of His glorious grace, which He has freely given us in
the One He loves. (Ephesians 1:4-6)

V. In Christ He also intercedes for us. (v. 34b)

Yet it was the LORD’s will to crush him and cause him to suffer,
and though the LORD makes his life an offering for sin,

he will see his offspring and prolong his days,
and the will of the LORD will prosper in his hand.

After he has suffered,
he will see the light of life and be satisfied;

by his knowledge my righteous servant will justify many,



and he will bear their iniquities.
Therefore I will give him a portion among the great,
and he will divide the spoils with the strong,
because he poured out his life unto death,
and was numbered with the transgressors.
For he bore the sin of many,
and made intercession for the transgressors. (Isaiah 53:10-12)

“Simon, Simon, Satan has asked to sift all of you as wheat. But I have prayed for you, Simon,
that your faith may not fail. And when you have turned back, strengthen your brothers.”
But Peter replied, “Lord, I am ready to go with you to prison and to death.” (Luke 22:31-33)

My dear children, I write this to you so that you will not sin. But if anybody does sin, we have
an advocate with the Father—Jesus Christ, the Righteous One. He is the atoning sacrifice for
our sins, and not only for ours but also for the sins of the whole world. (1 John 2:1-2)

If perfection could have been attained through the Levitical priesthood—and indeed the law
given to the people established that priesthood—why was there still need for another priest to
come, one in the order of Melchizedek, not in the order of Aaron? 2 For when the priesthood is
changed, the law must be changed also. '* He of whom these things are said belonged to a
different tribe, and no one from that tribe has ever served at the altar. '* For it is clear that our
Lord descended from Judah, and in regard to that tribe Moses said nothing about priests. !> And
what we have said is even more clear if another priest like Melchizedek appears, ' one who has
become a priest not on the basis of a regulation as to his ancestry but on the basis of the power
of an indestructible life. " For it is declared:
“You are a priest forever,

in the order of Melchizedek.”
18 The former regulation is set aside because it was weak and useless '? (for the law made
nothing perfect), and a better hope is introduced, by which we draw near to God.
20 And it was not without an oath! Others became priests without any oath, ! but he became a
priest with an oath when God said to him:
“The Lord has sworn

and will not change his mind:

“You are a priest forever.’”
22 Because of this oath, Jesus has become the guarantor of a better covenant.
23 Now there have been many of those priests, since death prevented them from continuing in
office; 2* but because Jesus lives forever, he has a permanent priesthood. ?° Therefore he is able
to save completely those who come to God through him, because he always lives to intercede
for them.
26 Such a high priest truly meets our need—one who is holy, blameless, pure, set apart from
sinners, exalted above the heavens. 2’ Unlike the other high priests, he does not need to offer
sacrifices day after day, first for his own sins, and then for the sins of the people. He sacrificed
for their sins once for all when he offered himself. 2® For the law appoints as high priests men in



all their weakness; but the oath, which came after the law, appointed the Son, who has been
made perfect forever. (Hebrews 7:11-28)



