
“All I Want is for My Life to Have Meaning” 
Part 2; Mark 12.28-31 
 
Every year at Christmastime one of my favorite movies is shown on TV: "It’s A Wonderful Life," staring Jimmy 
Stewart who plays the role of George Baily. After a series of adverse circumstances, George plummets into 
despair and says, "I wish I’d never been born." Then, his guardian angel Clarence intervenes and shows him 
what life would have been like had he never been born. Through those experiences, George realizes he was 
indeed living a ‘wonderful life.’ 

All of us want to be like George Baily. We all want to know that our lives have counted, that we have made a 
difference in the lives of others.  

How can a person be guaranteed to live a life full of meaning? Full of significance? Full of purpose? It’s both 
quite simple to comprehend but extremely challenging to flesh out: Love God supremely and love others 
sacrificially. Show me someone who faithfully does those two things, and I’ll show you a person who is living a 
live that has meaning and significance and purpose. Guaranteed. 

This sermon will focus on the latter: Love Others Selflessly   

In Mark 12.31 Jesus states the “second greatest commandment” — Love others like you love yourself. In John 
13.34-35, Jesus provides further “commentary” on this commandment… “A new commandment I give to you, 
that you love one another; as I have loved you, that you also love one another. By this all will know that you 
are My disciples, if you have love for one another.” 

This love is radical (“as I’ve loved you”) 

This love for others is radical because of the new standard by which it’s measured: “as I’ve loved you.” Not 
“similar” to how I loved you, but JUST AS I’ve loved you! 

This love is impactful (“all will know you are my disciples”) 

Nothing so astonishes a fractured world as a community in which radical, faithful, genuine love is shared 
among its members. 

This love is practical 

1 John 3:16–18 (ESV) — 16 By this we know love, that he laid down his life for us, and we ought to lay 
down our lives for the brothers. 17 But if anyone has the world’s goods and sees his brother in need, yet 
closes his heart against him, how does God’s love abide in him? 18 Little children, let us not love in word or 
talk but in deed and in truth. 

“In deed and truth” means our love will not be merely theoretical or theological, but rather it will be 
practical! This love has “hands and feet” as it were. It proves itself in observable deeds. 

THREE PRACTICAL WAYS TO LOVE OTHERS… 

(1) Treat others graciously (Eph. 4.32; 2 Tim. 2.24) 

Being an uncompromising, confessional, orthodox Christian doesn't mean being a belligerent, mean-
spirited, obnoxious Christian. -Burk Parsons 

Being kind and gracious is simply being like Jesus, who was without exception kind and gracious, even with 
his enemies. 

(2) Speak words wisely (Eph. 4.15; Prov. 15.1) 

Ephesians 4.15 instructs us to be constantly “speaking the truth in love.” Rants are rarely righteous. Rants 
are rarely righteous no matter where the rant is taking place. 



Proverbs 15:1 states, “A soft answer turns away wrath, but a harsh word stirs up anger.” 

(3) Bear burdens cautiously (Gal. 5.1-2) 

The expression “overtaken in a trespass/fault” is better understood “caught in any transgression” or 
“caught in a wrongdoing.” The word for “overtaken/caught” (v.1) implies that the wrongdoing was not 
something intentional. It may mean that he finds himself inadvertently involved in some wrongdoing, or 
that someone else detects him in it. But it is not a flagrant disregard for what God says and therefore an 
act of highhanded rebellion. Instead, it characterizes someone who succumbed to a temptation they 
thought they could handle. Someone who proved weaker than they thought they were. 

Obviously, Paul is not talking about literal burdens of varying weights, some that are too heavy to carry or 
lift by ourselves, and some that aren’t. He’s using these terms figuratively. Therefore, the word “burden” 
in verse two, came to mean any oppressive ordeal or hardship that was difficult to bear.  

John Piper says this “burden” is anything that threatens to crush the joy of our faith—whether it’s 
something so heavy that it threatens to make us doubt God's goodness or something sinful that threatens 
to drag us into guilt. 

Creation is broken and so are Christians. And with broken Christians living in a cursed world, there will be 
many opportunities to bear one another’s burdens! To restore one another to kingdom usefulness (v.1). 

What does this burden-bearing look like is real life? How do you bear another’s burdens? Be there. Pray 
for and with them. Make a car payment. Listen. Give a book to read. Give timely, appropriate advice. Clean 
their home. Mow their lawn. Give them selected Scriptures to read. Write a letter. Cook a meal. Take them 
out to dinner. Watch their kids. Simply do whatever is necessary to lighten the load. 

We all have burdens, and God does not intend for us to carry them by ourselves in isolation from our 
brothers and sisters. 

The apostle Paul knew a great deal about burdens. On one occasion he was severely oppressed by 
afflictions at every turn—fightings without and fears within. In this moment of crisis, he later wrote, “But 
God, who comforts the downcast, comforted us by the coming of Titus” (2 Cor 7:6).  

Did you catch that? When Titus came to Paul, God was doing the comforting, but He was doing it 
through Titus. Titus was a channel of God’s blessing to Paul. If we will be open, God will pour His river 
of love through us too! 

Above all others, who loves God supremely? Jesus. 

Above all others, who loves others selflessly, sacrificially? Jesus. 

Above all others, who lived a meaningful life? Jesus. 

When you love God supremely and others selflessly, you live like Jesus and your life, too, will be meaningful 
and well-lived. 


