
“DO SOMETHING!” 
Part 2; Romans 10.1-4 

 
Fritz Kreisler (1875-1962), the world-famous violinist, earned a fortune with his concerts and compositions, 
but he generously gave most of it away. So, when he discovered an exquisite violin on one of his trips, he 
wasn't able to buy it. Later, having raised enough money to meet the asking price, he returned to the seller to 
purchase that beautiful instrument. To his great dismay, it had been sold to a collector. 

Kreisler made his way to the new owner's home and offered to buy the violin. The collector said it had become 
his prized possession, and he had no intentions of selling it. Deeply disappointed, Kreisler was about to leave 
when he had an idea.  

"Could I play the instrument once more before it is consigned to silence?" he asked. Permission was granted, 
and the great musician filled the room with such heart-moving music that the collector's emotions were 
deeply stirred.  

"I have no right to keep that to myself," he exclaimed. "It's yours, Mr. Kreisler. Take it into the world, and let 
people hear it." 

As believers, we, too, have something that we have no right to keep to ourselves. It’s the gospel! It’s the good 
news that Jesus has come to seek and to save those who are lost. It’s the good news that by grace through 
faith in Jesus Christ, hell can be avoided, and heaven enjoyed for all eternity. 

Last week, we “asked God to DO SOMETHING,” with the understanding that we must also “do something.” I 
reminded us that the Great Commission is a joint project, God’s power working in and through God’s people 
to spread the gospel to the whole world. Today, our focus is on that same Great Commission and specifically 
on our responsibility as believers to share the gospel with unbelievers.  

From our biblical text, let’s learn three necessities for “doing something” with the gospel… 

(1) LONG FOR PEOPLE TO BE SAVED (1a) 

In Germany, they have a saying that talks about leaving a suitcase in certain places. For example, “I left a 
suitcase in Berlin.” What that means is you have kept some sort of tie to that city or to the people who are 
living there, even though you have moved away.  

You might move away from your hometown, but you still had a “suitcase” there, meaning your heart was still, 
in some way, back with your family, your people, your roots.  

Most of us can identify with that expression. You have ‘suitcases’ like that, don’t you? They are in special 
places where you once lived or worked. Perhaps it is the farm where you were raised, the high school you 
attended or the school where you began your first teaching assignment. Maybe it’s the apartment you lived in 
when you were first married or the church where you first heard the gospel. 

I definitely left a ‘suitcase’ in Nashville, TN, cause that’s where I answered God’s calling on my life to preach 
the gospel, it’s where I got my Bible and pastoral training degree, it’s where I met the love of my life in 
Jennifer, and it’s where we lived the bulk of our first year as a married couple. 

Even though the apostle Paul traveled the world and would eventually die a martyr’s death in Rome, his heart 
was never far away from his heritage, his roots, his native people.  

No doubt about it, Paul had left a suitcase in Israel! 

He says, my “heart’s desire,” my longing, my deepest passion, is that my fellow Israelites might be saved. In 
other words, Paul is saying, “I would find nothing in the world more satisfying than to see my fellow Jews 
come to Jesus Christ.”  

Turn back to Romans 9 and listen further to his heartbeat and longing for Israel: “I tell the truth in Christ, I am 
not lying, my conscience also bearing me witness in the Holy Spirit, that I have great sorrow and continual 



grief in my heart. For I could wish that I myself were accursed from Christ for my brethren, my countrymen 
according to the flesh, who are Israelites… (Romans 9.1-4a). 

His burden and longing for his fellow Israelites to be saved was so strong that, if it were possible, he was 
willing to go to hell so that they might go to heaven!! 

That is absolutely remarkable when you consider how Paul was treated by his fellow Jews. He has been 
stoned, beaten, forsaken, humiliated, ridiculed, hated, hunted, shunned, scorned, you name it!  

By now, Paul should be carrying a grudge a mile wide. By now, he should be praying something like, “Lord, 
whatever Israel has coming to her, it’s her own fault. Let her have it!”  

Yet, two things are missing as you unpack Paul’s suitcase – deep resentment and the desire for revenge. 
Surely, they would be in there somewhere. But they weren’t. Instead, there was a deep desire, a longing for 
them to be saved. 

What do you long for? What do you yearn for? A spouse? A bigger house? A certain car, truck or SUV? Do you 
long for and yearn for a better-paying job? For a scholarship to your preferred college? For a boyfriend or 
girlfriend?  

While those yearnings aren’t necessarily or automatically sinful, do you have a sincere yearning for people to 
be saved? 

Do you long for your unsaved family to be saved? Your mom or dad? One of your siblings? One of your cousins 
or an aunt or uncle?  

Do you have a longing for your unsaved friends and co-workers to know Christ? What about the family that 
just moved in across the street or the ones who’ve lived beside you these past ten years? 

Do you have a longing for your unsaved teammates or coaches to know the Lord? What about your teachers 
or the people you do business with? 

(2) PRAY FOR PEOPLE TO BE SAVED (1b-4) 

Pray that they will understand the gospel (2-3) 

Because zeal for God saves no one (2) 

Religious zeal, even zeal directed in the right direction (toward God and Jesus), is not sufficient to save a 
person’s soul. They can be zealously or sincerely wrong. They can be zealously and religiously wrong. 

Many Muslims have zeal. So do Hindus and Buddhists. Many Mormons and Jehovah’s Witnesses have zeal. But 
it’s “not according to knowledge.” 

“they have a zeal for God, but not according to knowledge” — Did this mean that the Jews were ignorant of 
God and the law of God? Oh no. They knew about God and knew much of the law of Moses. Their scribes 
interpreted and developed and expounded on the law. They were brilliant scholars, and the synagogue was a 
place of education.  

Yet, it was to these “spiritual leaders” that Jesus Christ addressed his strongest words of condemnation. He 
chastised these “religious experts” — Luke 11.52a, “Woe to you…for you have taken away the key of 
knowledge.” Of course, that ‘key to knowledge’ is Jesus Christ, whom they crucified! And even after He arose 
from the grave, they refused to belief in the resurrection or the Redeemer! 

The word for “knowledge” here is not “knowledge of facts” or “head knowledge.” Instead, this word means 
“true understanding,” experiential knowledge, and could be translated “true knowledge.” In other words, 
these Jews knew about God, but they didn’t know Him personally as Lord of their lives. 

Paul referred to this issue when he wrote of the unbeliever: 2 Timothy 3:7 [They are] always learning and 
never able to arrive at a knowledge of the truth. 



They knew the rules and were religious, but they had no relationship with God through Jesus Christ. They were 
consumed with religious activity but had not experienced authentic Christianity. 

Proverbs 14:12 There is a way that seems right to a man, but its end is the way to death.  

If the “way” that seems right to you is not the “way of the Cross,” then your end will be death and damnation. 
If you do not know Jesus Christ, who said, “I AM THE WAY,” then death and damnation await you. 

Stephen Davey, who pastors in Cary, received a note from a young woman he had shared Christ with some 
time earlier. She did not accept Christ at that time, and he had left her with the challenge to read God’s Word. 
He did that because of the promise in Psalm 119.130 that “the entrance of Your words gives light; it gives 
understanding.” 

A couple of weeks after that conversation, she wrote a very kind note which included the following words… “I 
have always thought that seeking out literature was the best way to find a solution; to be prepared and 
knowledgeable about a wide variety of subjects and feel good about knowing ‘the facts.’”  

She then wrote, “But guess what? The best source of knowledge was right there in front of me all along in the 
Scriptures. How wrong I have been…and I HAVE accepted the gift of salvation from God!!!”  

This is not mere knowledge of “facts,” it is “the understanding of truth by coming to know the One who is The 
Truth, the Lord Jesus Christ.” It’s experiential and sweet knowledge of Jesus as your Savior and Lord.  

By the way, do YOU have this intimate, personal knowledge of Jesus as your Savior and Lord? 

Because works salvation isn’t possible (3) 

Pray that unbelievers will accept the Savior…and thereby receive His imputed righteousness! Salvation cannot 
be gained by merit or good works, and neither is it maintained by merit or good works. THEREFORE, those 
who trust in Christ cease trying to do good in order to establish their own righteousness. 

Philippians 3.9 [Paul suffered the loss of all things to gain Christ and] be found in him, not having a 
righteousness of my own that comes from the law, but that which comes through faith in Christ, the 
righteousness from God that depends on faith. 

As long as a person is striving to establish his own righteousness, he can’t receive the imputed righteousness 
of Christ. 

Pray that they will accept the Savior (4) 

Paul agonized before the Lord, pleading with Him to save his fellow Israelites. Let’s follow his example and 
pray for people we know who don’t know Jesus. 

Pray for God to open their blinded eyes to the truth of the gospel (cf. 2 Cor. 4.3-4). 

Pray for their circumstances of life to be such that they have no choice but to think about death and eternity. 

Pray for the Lord to send someone to share the gospel with them and for the opportunities for YOU to be that 
someone. 

Pray that God will convict them of their sin, that he would convince them that Jesus is the only way of 
salvation. 

Pray that God, through His Holy Spirit, would draw them to Christ (cf. John 6.44). 

BEG GOD to save people. Please notice with me that the same root of the word “prayer” in Romans 10.1 is 
also found in a couple of other very interesting passages… 

Luke 5:12 While [Jesus] was in one of the cities, there came a man full of leprosy. And when he saw Jesus, he 
fell on his face and begged (same root) him, “Lord, if you will, you can make me clean.” And Jesus did! 



The father of a desperately ill little boy—a boy that actually demon-possessed—comes to Jesus and, Luke 9:38 
says, he cried out, “Teacher, I beg (same root) you to look at my son, for he is my only child.” 

Let’s BEG GOD to do something! Let’s beg God to save peoples’ souls! 

(3) TELL PEOPLE HOW TO BE SAVED 

Tell them with your mouth 

Perhaps at some point you’ve heard or read some variation of this quote: "Preach the gospel at all times. Use 
words if necessary." 

That’s like saying, “Swim whenever you’re by a pool, and get wet if necessary!” It’s not possible to be the kind 
of witness the Lord wants us to be without using our mouths.  

Acts 1:8 “But you will receive power when the Holy Spirit has come upon you, and you will be my witnesses in 
Jerusalem and in all Judea and Samaria, and to the end of the earth.”  

Witnesses talk. They use their mouth. 

2 Corinthians 5:18, 20 …God…through Christ reconciled us to himself and gave us the ministry of 
reconciliation… Therefore, we are ambassadors for Christ, God making his appeal through us. 

Ambassadors talk. They make their appeals by using their mouth. 

Colossians 4:6 [regarding your interaction with those ‘outside’ the faith community…] Let your speech always 
be gracious, seasoned with salt, so that you may know how you ought to answer each person. 

Now, for further clarity, when I say, “tell people how to be saved” and in doing so you will have to use your 
mouth, I’m not suggesting you’ll always have the opportunity to share the full plan of salvation. There’s almost 
always some building up to that.  

Before quoting John 3.16 or the Romans Road, you can tell people that you care about them, that you care 
about their soul. You can share with them what Jesus means to you, what He’s done for you.  

You can take everyday conversations and look for ‘gospel bridges.’ For example, if someone asks, “Hey, did 
you hear about that bad wreck where four teens were killed,” you could say something like, “Yes, I sure did, 
and I wonder where they will spend eternity?” Or “Yes, I did, and I understand those kids all knew Jesus, so at 
least they were prepared.” Or “No, I had not heard about that. I wonder if those kids were prepared for 
death?” 

And then, depending on their response, you could follow up with, “By the way, what are your thoughts about 
death? What do you think will happen to you when you die?” 

Let people in your sphere of life and influence know that you care about their soul.  

Tell them with a letter 

Pour your heart out on paper. After all, isn’t that essentially what God did? He “poured out His heart” in the 
letters of Scripture. He told us how much He loved us and all that He did to redeem us. You could tell someone 
in a letter how much you love them and care about their soul. How much you want them to know Jesus and 
spend eternity in heaven. How you want them to know the joy and peace that you’ve enjoyed since being a 
disciple of Jesus. 

Tell them with a tract 

Leave one with a generous tip when you eat out. 

Hand one to that person you strike-up a conversation with at Walmart or the bank or wherever. 

Have one handy for whenever a gospel conversation might come up. 

Put one in your bill payment envelopes or any other correspondence for matter.  



Tell them with your life 

Make sure your life matches your testimony. Make sure your walk matches your talk. 

Most people won't listen to you talk about the gospel until they see you live out the gospel. 

Colossians 4:5a Walk in wisdom toward outsiders…  

Be extra-patient with your unbelieving co-workers.  

Ask the Lord to muzzle your mouth in the ‘heat of the moment’ so that your frustration and anger are not 
used to nullify your witness. 

Remember to “let your speech always be gracious, seasoned with salt” (Col. 4.6). 

Several years ago, Mercedes-Benz TV commercial shows one of its cars colliding with a concrete wall during a 
safety test. Someone then asks a Mercedes engineer why the company does not enforce its patent on their 
car's energy-absorbing car body. The Mercedes design has been copied by almost every other car maker in the 
world in spite of the fact that it has an exclusive patent. 

The engineer replies with a German accent, "Because in life, some things are just too important not to share." 

"Some things are just too important not to share.” The good news of Jesus Christ is certainly one of those 
things! And we have no right to keep that gospel good news to ourselves. 


