
“How to Avoid Worthless Worship” 
Micah 6.1-8 

 
As we all know, there are times when legal battles cannot be resolved, and in some cases, so all the way to the 
US Supreme Court. The most common way for a case to reach the Supreme Court is on appeal from a circuit 
court. A party seeking to appeal a decision of a circuit court can file a petition to the Supreme Court. 
The Supreme Court has discretion to decide which cases it will hear. The Supreme Court gets thousands of 
petitions, but only agrees to hear a fraction of those cases, and that’s when four of the nine Justices vote to do 
so. If a case is by the Supreme Court, the decision of the lower court is final. 
Some of the most famous Supreme Court cases include… 
Brown v. Board of Education, 1954 (9-0 decision) – Separating black and white students in public schools is 
unconstitutional. 
Miranda v. Arizona, 1966 (5-4 decision) – Prisoners must be advised of their rights before being questioned by 
police. 
Roe v. Wade, 1973 (7-2 decision) – Women have a constitutional right to an abortion during the first two 
trimesters. 
Obergefell v. Hodges, 2015 (5-4 decision) – Same-sex marriage is legalized across all 50 states. 
The “case” that our biblical text presents to us could be labeled “Yahweh v. Israel.”  
Our courtroom imagery is not that of mahogany stained wood, white columns, and red curtains. Instead, ours 
is an outdoor setting. In facts, hills and mountains will be called to testify, and God himself, is the only Judge 
sitting on the judiciary bench! 
God the Son, the preexistent Messiah is standing at the prosecutor’s table. The nations of Israel and Judah are 
seated at the defendant’s table.  
God will make his claims against his people and allow them to make a defense for their actions. 
If YOU were the one on the witness stand, and God was asking you probing questions about your life and your 
actions, what your response be? 
VERSES 1-2… God’s indictment 
VERSE 3… God’s emotional, probing questions 
VERSES 4-5… God’s historical faithfulness 
VERSE 6-7… Israel’s pathetic response 
Here’s one writer’s interpretation of their response: “What will make you happy? I mean, really, God. What’s 
it going to take to get you off our backs already? Just tell us what we need to do and we’ll do it!” 
The people list a flurry of religious activities that might get God off their back and put a smile back on his 
‘never-satisfied face.’ But their response is nauseating because it’s filled with arrogance and pride and 
inexplicable exaggerations.  
And then we come to one of the most incredible verses in all the OT… 
VERSE 8… 
“He has shown you, O man, what is good” 
Where? In passages like… 
Deuteronomy 10:12–13 “And now, Israel, what does the LORD your God require of you, but to fear the LORD 
your God, to walk in all his ways, to love him, to serve the LORD your God with all your heart and with all your 
soul, and to keep the commandments and statutes of the LORD, which I am commanding you today for your 
good? 



“And what does the Lord require of you” 
The simple yet profound answer to that question in verse 8 can be boiled down to this: God wants changed 
lives that reflect Him character; spiritual children that favor their Father! 
In other words, he doesn’t want people to play at religion. He wants people who deeply love him. People who 
want to honor him with their daily lives. People whose hearts have pledged allegiance to him and then prove 
that by the way their live each and every day. 
Therefore, verse 8 was and is a call for…truly forgiven men and women to demonstrate the reality of their 
faith by living it out in the marketplace, in every day life. 
Three ways please God in response to his gracious redemption… 
Act justly 
Make no mistake about it—God hates injustice! All injustice. He expects us to feel the same way about it that 
he does.  
The execution of justice is part of the ultimate mission of God’s Messiah! The Servant’s task is to rectify within 
history all aspects and phases of human existence—moral, religious, spiritual, political, social, economic, and 
so forth.” – F. D. Lindsey 
Isaiah 42:1, 4 Behold my servant, whom I uphold, my chosen, in whom my soul delights; I have put my Spirit 
upon him; he will bring forth justice to the nations…. He will not grow faint or be discouraged till he has 
established justice in the earth…  
Not only does he expect us to feel the same way injustice that he does, he demands that we not be guilty of 
any injustice. Therefore, “ACT justly.” “DO justly.” “DO what is right.” 
Justice has always been the heartbeat of our God, and he wanted justice to pulsate in the hearts and lives of 
his people from day one: 
Deuteronomy 16:18–20 “You shall appoint judges and officers in all your towns…and they shall judge the 
people with righteous judgment. [19] You shall not pervert justice. You shall not show partiality, and you shall 
not accept a bribe… [20] Justice, and only justice, you shall follow… (ESV) 
In an unjust world, God commands us to be dispensers of justice to those around us. –Bill Curtis 
In this context "justice" refers to social fairness, which is discussed in vv. 9-11, and addresses cheating people 
(w/ wicked scales and weights—examples of commercial cheating), people of wealth running roughshod over 
people, and people who lie and deceive.  
Verse 12 is addressed to the privileged, powerful, influential, and wealthy. And some of you fit that category. 
It’s not necessarily a sin to be privileged, powerful, influential, and/or wealthy. But it is a sin if you use any of 
those realities to mistreat people. 
Can you at all relate to these “injustices”?  
Are you guilty of cheating people through your business?  
Have you told customers or creditors things that were not true?  
Have you deceived your family in any way?  
Have you used your power and authority to take advantage of anyone? 
Do you owe anyone money that should have been repaid long ago? Did you jump through some legal loophole 
to keep from paying your debts? 
Have you taken something from your neighbor or your employer without permission?  
Have you stolen from your employer by not giving an honest day’s work for an honest day’s pay? 
To be guilty of any of these scenarios and not repentant is to offer worthless worship!  



It’s one thing to look at looters and rioters and scream, “That’s not right! They should be punished!” It’s 
another thing to do people wrong “off camera” so that no one knows about it, and yet it’s just as wrong as 
those committing their injustices on Fox News and CNN. 
God is super-concerned with how you treat other people. Any and all traces of favoritism grieve his Spirit.  
For equal service rendered to you at a restaurant, do you tip a white person more than a black person? A 
pretty lady more than one who’s not as attractive?  
If you have a choice between equally qualified people, do you automatically overlook the person with dark 
skin? The person with slanted eyes? The Asian or Ethiopian? 
Do you remember Miriam’s mistreatment of Moses’s Ethiopian wife? God was so upset with her that he struck 
here with leprosy, a disease that gave the skin a pale, flaky appearance. It’s as if God was saying, “You want to 
mistreat someone who is darker than you? Well, enjoy your leprous whiteness!” 
Love faithfully 
“love kindness/mercy/faithfulness” 
The Hebrew for “mercy” is ḥesed, which refers to God's covenant loyalty. It reflects God's sacrificial, no-
strings-attached, love. The covenant people of God are expected to demonstrate that same kind of sacrificial, 
no-strings-attached love to others.  
It’s loyal love that shows grace and mercy to others—just as we’ve been shown by God.  
It’s loyal love that forgives others—just as we’ve been forgiven by God. 
It’s loyal love that invests in other peoples’ lives—just as God has invested in ours. 
It’s loyal love that fulfills the two great commandments to love God and others—to love God supremely and 
others like we love ourselves. 
When you love like this, you’ll look for opportunities to invest in their lives, to serve them, and be the hands 
and feet of Jesus to them. 
1 Corinthians 13:1–3 If I speak in the tongues of men and of angels, but have not love, I am a noisy gong or a 
clanging cymbal. And if I have prophetic powers, and understand all mysteries and all knowledge, and if I have 
all faith, so as to remove mountains, but have not love, I am nothing. If I give away all I have, and if I deliver up 
my body to be burned, but have not love, I gain nothing. 
Walk humbly 
"Walk" here is a metaphor for daily living. The word translated “humbly” is only found here in Micah 6.8 out of 
the whole OT. It describes a life walk that is not proud but is attentive, careful, and prudent to follow God’s 
will.  
God wants us to be people who walk in authentic humility, who recognize HIS supremacy and our dependency 
upon him for everything.  
We will never act justly or love faithfully if we are not consistently walking humbly with our God.  
Pride says, “Life is about me, and the people around me are simply there to make my life better.” The people 
of Israel had become full of themselves, full of pride and arrogance. And how contrary is that to what we read 
in Isaiah 57.15… 
Isaiah 57:15 
For thus says the One who is high and lifted up, 

who inhabits eternity, whose name is Holy: 
“I dwell in the high and holy place, 

and also with him who is of a contrite and lowly spirit, 



to revive the spirit of the lowly, 
and to revive the heart of the contrite. 

What good things have you received from the Lord because you deserved them? Absolutely nothing!! 
1 Corinthians 4:7 “…What do you have that you did not receive? If then you received it, why do you boast as if 
you did not receive it?” Therefore, it is indefensible and even inconceivable how any true believer can ever 
justify any lack of humility in his/her life. 
You will never humble yourself before the Lord like you should until you truly believe that he “opposes the 
proud but gives grace to the humble” (James 4:6). 
Key reminder: God looks at the heart rather than the outward appearance, the outward façade. Therefore, 
should we not pay attention to the things God holds to be most important? Absolutely! 
Let’s recall the arrogance of the people’s response back in verse 7…all the “religious activities” they’d be 
willing to make, all the “sacrifices,” including their own children! Now, compare that with what God really 
wants in verse 8 and let’s be reminded of the following…  

The size of your offering means NOTHING if the condition of your heart is corrupt, if you cheated 
someone in the process of making that money. 
The frequency of your attendance in church means NOTHING if the “real you” is full of dead men’s 
bones. 
The fervency of your ‘worship’ means NOTHING if the faithfulness of your walk w/ Christ is lacking.  
You can show up on Sunday, put a big church-going smile on your face, raise the rafters with your 
praise, participate generously in the offering, lead in the corporate worship or even preach the 
sermon, BUT if you are not acting justly, loving faithfully and walking humbly with the Lord, it means 
NOTHING to the only One who matters most. 

God is far more concerned with the giver than the gift. The singer than the song. The preacher than the 
sermon. The worshipper than the worship. The teacher than the lesson. The player rather than the instrument 
played.  
What does the “inner you” look like? How different is what everyone sees and thinks about you from what 
God knows about you? 


