
“Love Like Jesus!” 
2 John 5-6 

 
One Hundred Years of Solitude was published in 1967 and proved to be a significant work of fiction. In it, the 
author describes a village suffering from a plague which results in slow, but certain amnesia. 
To try and retain as much meaning as possible, one of the villages comes up with the idea of labeling 
everything. So, with a brush and some paint, he begins marking everything with its name: table, chair, clock, 
door, wall, bed, etc. He goes outdoors and begins marking the animals with his paint brush: goat, pig, chicken 
and cow. 
But as their memories continue to fade away, he realizes he needs to be even more explicit, so he begins 
writing out descriptions. He writes a note on a cow: “This cow must be milked every morning so that she will 
continue producing milk. Milk is something you can drink.” 
When I read about this book,1 I couldn’t help but wonder what “spiritual amnesia” the church of Jesus Christ 
might be going through in 2020. What might believers be forgetting?  
Is the “plague of materialism” causing you to forget that a man’s life does not consist in the abundance of the 
things he possesses? 
Is the Covid-19 pandemic causing you to question God’s providence? 
What fundamental truths of biblical Christianity are being slowing erased from our convictions? Do we need to 
start painting signs on things?  
On the cross in the Fellowship Mall—do we need to label it—Jesus died on one of these? 
On the Bible itself—do we need to label it—The Written Word of God? 
On us a professing Christians—do we need a label—Believers love like JESUS? If so, that’s the thrust of what’s 
taught in verse 5. 
 
LOVE LIKE JESUS! When you do, your love will be… 

Intentional 
Biblical love, by definition: Love is a decision to treat others the way God decided to treat you. 
The word used here for “love” is agape. This love isn’t a feeling although it can include feelings. It isn’t an 
emotion even though it can involve wonderful emotions.  
This kind of love happens to be a choice to love, and here we are reminded that brothers and sisters in 
Christ are to continuously choose to love another. It’s a willful, intentional decision that we make.  
Thankfully, we’re not alone in this endeavor. The Holy Spirit living within us longs to help us love others 
like we should: “God's love has been poured into our hearts through the Holy Spirit who has been given to 
us” (Rom. 5:5b). 
Biblical love, by demonstration: Love is a demonstration of obedience to God’s will (v. 6) 
When you choose to love, you also, by default, end up obeying a slew of other commands… 
For example, if you genuinely love someone:  

You’re not going to lie to them 
You’re not going to bear false witness against them 
You’re not going to cheat on them 

 
1 From Stephen Davey. Postcards from John Part 4.pdf. 



You’re not going to hate them 
You’re not going to kill them 
You’re not going to covet what they have  
You’re not going to steal from them 

“Simon Says” is a child's game for 3 or more players where 1 player takes the role of "Simon" and issues 
instructions (usually physical actions such as "jump in the air" or "stick out your tongue") to the other 
players, which should only be followed if prefaced with the phrase "Simon says", for example, "Simon says, 
jump in the air". Players are eliminated from the game by either following instructions that are not 
immediately preceded by the phrase, or by failing to follow an instruction that does include the phrase 
"Simon says". 
Well, I’m not concerned about what “Simon says,” but I am concerned with what “Jesus says” and He says 
“love one another as I have loved you!” 
Jesus says, “be forgiving.” 
Jesus says, “bear one another burdens.”  
Jesus says, “speak not evil of one another.”  
Jesus says, “resolve your conflicts in a God-honoring fashion.”  
Jesus says, “in honor esteem others better than yourselves.”  
Jesus says, “stop being bitter.” 
Jesus says, “stop quarreling amongst yourselves.” 
Jesus says, “stop murmuring and complaining about one another.” 
Jesus says, “stop gossiping about one another.” 
 

LOVE LIKE JESUS! When you do, your love will be… 
Sacrificial 
John told the recipients of this short letter that this command to love wasn’t new, and it wasn’t. God’s 
people had instructed to love for centuries. But what you need to remember is that John was actually in 
the room when Jesus delivered the “new commandment” a few decades earlier. Shortly after Judas left 
the Upper Room to take the next step in his treason and betrayal, Jesus spoke these words to the 
remaining eleven disciples: 
John 13:34–35 A new commandment I give to you, that you love one another: just as I have loved you, you 
also are to love one another. [35] By this all people will know that you are my disciples, if you have love for 
one another.” 
“just as I have loved you”—talk about sacrificial love!! 
The supreme demonstration of Jesus’ love was when He went to the cross and bore God’s wrath on our 
behalf. He didn’t do that because He just felt an impulsive urge to do something nice for us. He did it in 
obedience to the will of the Father.  
This is an incredibly sacrificial love! This is a love that doesn’t notice skin color, nationality, social or 
financial status, spiritual maturity, etc. 
By the way, as far as I know, the Bible never commands us to like everyone, but it does command us to 
love everyone. Liking someone is a matter of our mutual personalities and our enjoyment of similar things. 
It’s one basis for forming close friendships. But loving those I may not choose as my close friends means 



that I genuinely care for them and I’m committed to help them be all that God wants them to be. –Steven 
Cole 

 
LOVE LIKE JESUS! When you do, your love will be… 

Painful 
You’ll be hurt. People will let down. People will disappoint you. They may stab you in the back or even in 
the face! 
It may be your spouse that hurts you or your parents or your children. 
It may be high school friend or a teammate.  
It may be your boss, supervisor or a co-worker that you’ve been close to for over 17 years. 
It may be a fellow church member or a professing believer who attends another church. 
It may be a pastor or some other church leader that hurts you. 
It may be boyfriend or girlfriend or some other family member. 
Love is risky. It’s painful at times. 
That’s why 1 Corinthians 13:7 tells us that “love bears all things” and “endures all things.” 
Sometimes you will love others without your love being appreciated or reciprocated. 
Jesus loved perfectly and yet even He “got hurt” by the lack of love shown by others! 
BUT, don’t let this inevitability of getting hurt cause you to keep everyone at a distance. The reward is 
worth the risks! 
 

LOVE LIKE JESUS! When you do, your love will be… 
Practical 
1 John 3:16–18 By this we know love, that he laid down his life for us, and we ought to lay down our lives 
for the brothers. [17] But if anyone has the world's goods and sees his brother in need, yet closes his heart 
against him, how does God's love abide in him? [18] Little children, let us not love in word or talk but in 
deed and in truth. 
A few practical ways to love like Jesus… 
(1) Be kind, gracious and generous 
The first part of Eph 4.32 says, “Be kind to one another, tenderhearted….” 
Being kind and gracious is simply being like Jesus, who was without exception kind and gracious, even with 
his enemies. 
It is utter hypocrisy to act kind, gracious and generous in an attempt to get something from someone, and 
doubly so to be unkind, impolite and snotty when you don’t get what you wanted! 
Part of being kind, gracious and generous is to agree to disagree on non-essentials. 
Let opinions stand for what they are: an OPINION. Don’t defend your opinion as if the legitimacy of 
Christianity depended upon it. Some Christians seem far more adamant about their opinions than they do 
about biblical doctrine and the fundamentals of the faith.  
(2) Speak truthfully, lovingly, and softly  
Ephesians 4:15 instructs us to always “speak the truth in love.”  



Rants are rarely righteous. Rants are rarely righteous no matter where the rant is taking place. On the ball 
field or the basketball court. In the boardroom. In your kitchen or den or behind the closed doors of your 
bedroom. Speak truthfully, yes, but that truth must be tempered with love and with a biblical softness. 
Proverbs 15:1 A soft answer turns away wrath, but a harsh word stirs up anger.  
(3) Overlook pettiness  
Proverbs 19:11 Good sense makes one slow to anger, and it is his glory to overlook an offense.  
In many cultures, any sign of disrespect to a man is a challenge to his honor, and he can regain it only by 
fighting whoever insults him. Here, patience and overlooking slights bring honor to a man. –ESV Study 
Bible 
Proverbs 14:29 Whoever is slow to anger has great understanding, but he who has a hasty temper exalts 
folly.  
Don’t sweat the little stuff. Let it go! 
(4) Don’t hold grudges (and repent of the ones you already hold) 
I recently finished watching The Last Dance, the 10-part “documentary” on Michael Jordan and the 1997-
98 Chicago Bulls basketball team. Personally, I thoroughly enjoyed it. I love behind-the-scenes sports stuff 
anyway.  
Forget all the arguments about whether or not Michael Jordan was the best basketball player of all time. 
Forget the arguments about whether he is the best athlete the world has ever seen. Forget the arguments 
of whether the Bulls would have won NBA championships the two years MJ was away trying to play Major 
League Baseball. Those are all exercises in futility. 
But what may be beyond debate is Michael Jordan being the absolute greatest athlete to ever live at 
holding a grudge. 
Mention the name Jerry Krause, former General Manager of the Bulls, and Michael seethes. 
Mention the name Isaiah Thomas, who used to play for the Detroit Pistons, and Michael seethes. 
Michael Jordan and Charles Barkley used to be great friends. Michael viewed Barkley as an older brother. 
But when Jordan was a general manager with the Washington Wizards, Barkley, who was a basketball 
commentator, made an honest evaluation about the job he was doing, and it wasn’t a 5-star evaluation. 
Jordan didn’t like it and their relationship has not been the same since. 
Now, Michael Jordan makes no claim of being a Christian. Non-Christians are expected to act differently 
from true Christians. So, my question to you this morning is this: Do you, as a professing believer, 
compete with Jordan’s ability to hold grudges? If so, that is unloving and sinful, and I plead with you to 
repent of it. 
Ask the Lord Jesus, through the power of His Spirit and His Word to further sanctify you and soften your 
heart and make it more like his own. 
Think about this… if Peter had done to you what he did to Jesus—blatantly deny him three times—would 
you be holding a grudge against Peter? Jesus didn’t, and neither should you. 
(5) Do something selfless every single day 
Philippians 2:3–4 Do nothing from selfish ambition or conceit, but in humility count others more 
significant than yourselves. [4] Let each of you look not only to his own interests, but also to the interests 
of others. 
As a practical demonstration of your love for Christ and others, would you purpose in your heart to do at 
least one thing every day that would say to someone, “I love you”? 



It might be a phone call to encourage someone or to specifically pray with someone you know is living life 
in the valley right now. 
It might be washing the dishes or folding the clothes for your wife or cutting the grass or vacuuming out 
the car for your husband. 
It might be helping your sibling with his/her homework or taking a nice hot meal to a shut-in or to a family 
with a new baby or a family that’s taxed because of the hours they’re working because of Covid-19. 
It might be serving on the next team that feeds the homeless at the Soup Kitchen or making some more 
quality masks for people to wear during the pandemic. 
It might be serving on our new welcome/usher teams when we resume in-person worship services in the 
near future. 
Let me conclude with a brief warning… Jesus tells us in Matthew 24:12 that in the last days, “Because 
lawlessness will be increased, the love of many will grow cold.  
I think we’d all agree that “lawlessness” has increased during our lifetime…the example of the police officer 
using unnecessary force against the man in Minneapolis which led to his death is a microcosmic example of 
that. So, with the “increase in lawlessness,” has YOUR LOVE GROWN COLD? 
Do we need to post some “LOVE” signs in the church? Do you need to post them around your house? Your 
office? On your person? Love like Jesus! 


