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A song written quite a few years ago and sung by a variety of artists, not to mention it being sung 
congregationally at times, goes like this… 

Troublesome times are here, filling men's hearts with fear 
Freedom we all hold dear now is at stake 
Humbling your hearts to God saves from the chastening rod 
Seek the way pilgrims trod, Christians awake 

Jesus is coming soon, morning or night or noon 
Many will meet their doom, trumpets will sound 
All of the dead shall rise, righteous meet in the skies 
Going where no one dies, heavenward bound 

More recently, Chris Tomlin has recorded a very popular song entitled, “Even So Come.” Some of the lyrics 
are… 

All of creation 
All of the earth 
Make straight a highway 
A path for the Lord 
Jesus is coming soon 

And the next verse… 

Call back the sinner 
Wake up the saint 
Let every nation 
Shout of Your fame 
Jesus is coming soon 

So we wait 
We wait for You 
God we wait 
You're coming soon 

Is it appropriate to sing such songs? Absolutely! After all, the last recorded words of Jesus—not in the gospels, 
but in the Book of Revelation—are these: “Surely, I am coming soon.” 

The second coming of Christ. The end of the world. These terms, along with lots of others, introduce us to the 
term “eschatology,” which is the study of what Scripture teaches about the end times. 

Eschatology helps remind Christians that this world isn’t our home and to look beyond what is presently 
happening for heaven, where we will be with Christ and His people forever and always. 

For clarity, however, eschatology is NOT about the setting of dates but the living of godly lives. 

Eschatology is NOT about withdrawing from the world but engaging and evangelizing the world. 

Knowing what we know about the end times should galvanize us to make our lives count. It should motivate 
us to live each day in light of your last day. 

Our text today is but one verse, though many others will be quoted throughout my message to you. Before we 
read it, let me remind you that Peter has just mentioned how Christ is ready to judge the living and the dead 



(4:5). Some believers had died, which may have drawn ridicule from scoffers (4:6): “The Christians died just 
like everyone else! What difference does your Christianity make? Those ‘holy Joes’ who died just missed out 
on all the fun they could have had!”  

But Peter has a sobering reminder for us… 1 Peter 4.7: But the end of all things is at hand; therefore be 
serious and watchful in your prayers. 

That first phrase, “the end of all things is at hand,” or “the end of all things is near” (NIV), really gets some 
people pumped up about the nearness of the end, the nearness of Christ’s return.  

This phrase motivates some people to take current events and conclude, the “end of all things” must be very 
near! “So near,” they might say, “that I believe the Lord is coming back in the next year or two.” 

Now, if I were to ask, “How many of you believe we’re living in the last days?” how many of you would raise 
your hand in agreement?  

Well, I’ve got what, unfortunately, might be ‘disappointing’ news for some of you: We’ve been living in the 
“last days” for over 2000 years.  

Let’s recall the Day of Pentecost…the day when God poured out His Spirit like never before, an outpouring 
that was evidenced by speaking in tongues. Scores of devout men from every nation under heaven were 
hearing the gospel in their own language (cf. Acts 2.5-7). But there were also those who mocked what was 
going on and claimed God’s spokesmen were drunk.  

In response to the mockery, Peter stands up and proclaims that these tongues-speakers were not drunk, but 
instead it was a fulfillment of prophecy. As recorded in Acts 2.16-17, Peter went on to say… 

Acts 2:16–17 But this is what was uttered through the prophet Joel: “And in the last days it shall be, God 
declares, that I will pour out my Spirit on all flesh…” 

So, once again, the “last days” are said to have begun all the way back to Pentecost, and even back a little 
further, to the incarnation and resurrection of Jesus! 

Hebrews 1:2 …in these last days [God] has spoken to us by his Son… 

Hebrews 9:26 …[Christ] has appeared once for all at the end of the ages to put away sin by the sacrifice of 
himself. 

2 Peter 3:3 [know] this…that scoffers will come in the last days with scoffing… 

How long these “last days” will last, however, is a mystery locked up in the mind of God… 

Matthew 24:36 “But concerning that day and hour no one knows, not even the angels of heaven, nor the Son, 
but the Father only.” –Jesus 

In his incarnate life, Jesus learned things as other human beings learn them (cf. Luke 2:52; Heb. 5:8). On the 
other hand, Jesus was also fully God, and, as God, he had infinite knowledge (cf. John 2:25; 16:30; 21:17). 
Therefore, he is apparently speaking in terms of his human nature. 

So…I don’t care who tells you they’ve figured how to interpret Daniel and Revelation, along with all the other 
biblical prophecies, with such perfection that they pretty much have it figured out when the Lord is coming 
back. OH, NO, THEY DON’T!! 

1988, thousands of pastors in America received in the mail a booklet by Edgar Whisenant, “88 Reasons Why 
the Rapture Could Be in 1988.” It had a lot of interesting arguments, but, needless to say, they were not 
accurate.  

So, in 1989, I received another booklet explaining why his calculations were off by one year and why the Lord 
would come back in 1989. I didn’t receive another booklet in 1990.  



On top of the uncertainty about the timing of the Lord’s return, what about the uncertainty of how many days 
(hours or minutes!) you personally have left?! 

While you may not think it possible for the Lord to tarry another thousand years, I guarantee you that YOU 
won’t be living here on earth a thousand years from now! 

And while it’s possible that the Lord will return in the next few days or weeks, it’s also possible that you will 
have died before that.  

James 5:8b Establish your hearts, for the coming of the Lord is at hand. 

As we’re all aware, the Lord Jesus hasn’t come again yet. The rapture of the church hasn’t happened yet. So, 
what do we do now? How do we prepare for the end of the church age? That’s the very concern Peter 
addresses in our biblical text. 

Three ways to stay prepared for ‘the end of all things’. . . 

Live expectantly  

While we don’t know how close we are to the actual “end of all things,” the fact that it could commence today 
should affect the way we live our lives. 

Living expectantly means you’ll also live righteously  

1 John 3:2–3 Beloved…we know that when [Christ] appears we shall be like him, because we shall see him as 
he is. And everyone who thus hopes in him purifies himself as he is pure. 

2 Peter 3:11 Since [the present creation will be burned up], what sort of people ought you to be in lives of 
holiness and godliness… 

The Lord obviously knew what He was doing when He didn’t tell us when “the end” would be. IF we knew, and 
it were far off, we’d more than likely be much more slack, apathetic, and maybe even sinful that we currently 
are. If we knew it was ‘right around the corner,’ … 

Titus 2:11–13 For the grace of God has appeared, bringing salvation for all people, training us to renounce 
ungodliness and worldly passions, and to live self-controlled, upright, and godly lives in the present age, 
waiting for our blessed hope, the appearing of the glory of our great God and Savior Jesus Christ… 

Living expectantly and righteously enables you to die confidently 

“For me, to live is Christ, and to die is gain!” (Phil. 1.21) 

How to stay prepared for ‘the end of all things’. . .  

Think rationally (“be serious and watchful”) 

The word translated “serious” (or “self-controlled,” ESV; “alert,” NIV; “of sound judgment,” NASB) describes 
someone with a cool head and a balanced mind. 

It’s the same word used for the man with the legion of demons in Mark 5:1-20 after Christ had healed him. 
With the demons gone, he was literally in his “right mind.” He was, for the first time in who knows how long, 
able to be self-controlled and alert.  

Preoccupation with the second coming, particularly by those who have set a date for it, has often led to 
hysteria rather than sober wisdom. Faced by the imminent end of all things the community must not give way 
to eschatological frenzy. –Edmund Clowney 

This describes someone exercising self-control; in other words, you’re not panicking! Instead, you’re alert and 
exercising sound judgment. The term describes a state of emotional control so that under pressure, you don’t 
wilt or waver or give in to anger or fear or otherwise lose your composure. 



God has told us upfront that “the end of all things is at hand.” What He wants us to do moving forward is to 
believe Him, AND to constantly remind yourself that ‘God’s in charge.’ His sovereignty is without exception. 
His providence will bring all of human history to the conclusion that He as foreordained. He is faithful and true, 
and you can trust Him! 

Jesus told HIs disciples to be witnesses unto Him, and He told them upfront that it would be a costly endeavor 
at times. Sure enough, the authorities forbade them from preaching the gospel. That didn’t stop them, 
though, and Peter and John were eventually thrown in jail, threatened, beaten, and then released. They 
promptly went back to their church fellowship.  

When they got back, they essentially said to their brother and sisters in the Lord, “Don’t panic; let’s pray.”  

We read inn Acts 4.23-24: When they were released, they went to their friends and reported what the chief 
priests and the elders had said to them. And when they heard it, they lifted their voices together to God and 
said, “Sovereign Lord, who made the heaven and the earth and the sea and everything in them…”  

Does that sound like believers who are panicking? Of course not. It sounds like believers who are thinking 
rationally. Believers who, regardless of hard times, regardless of persecution, are crying out to the the 
Sovereign Lord, the One who made all things. They then went on to quote the Bible, Psalm 2 to be precise. A 
cool head is necessary to remember what the Bible says and to apply what the Bible says to the immediate 
situation. Their prayer was not for survival, but revival. Panicky people usually tend to pray panicky prayers for 
personal protection. –adapted from Stuart Briscoe 

Therefore, “when everything and everyone is coming unglued, you should remain levelheaded, dependent on 
the Holy Spirit who gives peace and makes perseverance in life and ministry possible.” –R. Kent Hughes 

Peter also says we should be “watchful” or “soberminded,” which means to be on the alert, to be spiritually 
observant. Don’t be ‘asleep at the wheel,’ so to speak. 

If this old sinful world starts unraveling at the seams, if a third World War breaks out, if Covid becomes ten 
times worse moving forward than it’s been thus far, if someone you dearly love suddenly dies, you need to be 
able to think rationally, to be soberminded. 

An astronaut bound for the moon was asked, “How will you get off the moon?”  

He said, “We fire the rockets, and we take off in our little module.” 

“But what happens if it doesn’t fire?” 

He said, “Then we’re stuck.” 

“How long will your life-support system last?” 

“Six hours.” 

The reporter then asked, “May I ask you what you will do for the last six hours?” 

“Sure,” he said. “I’ll work on the engine!”  

When the nightly news is packed with nothing but bad news, when a natural disaster hits, or when a certain 
official is elected to office, you don’t throw your hands up in despair. Don’t jump off a tall building either. This 
also means you don’t quit your job because Jesus might come back today. You keep your nose to the 
grindstone and continue your work and live with an ongoing sense of purpose in light of the unknown hour of 
Christ’s coming.” –Charles Swindoll 

So, Peter is exhorting us to stay sharp. To not panic; to think life through from God’s perspective. Stay alert; 
remain calm and stay focused. Think rationally. 

How to stay prepared for ‘the end of all things’… 

Pray biblically (“in your prayers”) 



Current events might prove troublesome. Pray. 

Uncertainty or panic might dominate the airwaves. Pray. 

The world might look like it’s spinning out of control. Pray. 

Peter teaches us a lesson that he learned the hard way, right? Do you think he ever forgot the Lord’s personal 
invitation to join Him and pray with Him in the Garden of Gethsemane? 

Peter remembers that moment when he didn’t really think he needed more prayer. What he thought he 
needed was more sleep. You see, while Peter should have been praying with the Lord in the garden, about to 
enter one of the greatest tests of faith, he didn’t think he really needed it.  

You see, Peter didn’t collapse spiritually in the courtyard. He “collapsed” in the garden.  

Is it any wonder that Peter would essentially write to every believer, “Listen…as you prepare to live in these 
last days, keep praying!” He should know. Beloved, so should we!  

We need continual communion (“pray without ceasing,” 1 Thes. 5.17) with the Lord, yes, all throughout the 
day, but we also times of concentrated communion, agonizing intercession. 

I read a wonderful illustration of this kind of praying. It recorded a behind-the-scenes event in 1982 when the 
Today Show in New York City was going to interview Billy Graham.  

When he arrived at the New York studio, one of the program’s assistants informed Billy Graham’s assistant 
that a private room had been set aside for the reverend for prayer before the broadcast. The assistant 
thanked the producer for the thoughtful gesture, but then told him that Mr. Graham would not need the 
room.  

The Today Show staff were a bit shocked that the world-famous Christian leader wouldn’t want to pray a bit 
before being interviewed on live national television.  

Graham’s assistant further responded kindly, “Mr. Graham started praying when he got up this morning; he 
prayed while eating his breakfast; he prayed on the way over here in the car and he’ll probably be praying all 
the way through the interview.” 

Conclusion… 

Robby Robins was an Air Force pilot during the first Iraq war. After his 300th mission, he was surprised when 
his commanding officer gave him permission to immediately pull his crew together and fly his plane home. 
They flew across the ocean to Massachusetts and then had a long drive to western Pennsylvania. They drove 
all night, and when his buddies dropped him off at his driveway just after sun-up, there was a big banner 
across the garage—"Welcome Home Dad!” 

How did they know? No one had called, and the crew themselves hadn't expected to leave so quickly. Robins 
relates, “When I walked into the house, the kids, about half dressed for school, screamed, 'Daddy!' Susan 
came running down the hall—she looked terrific—hair fixed, make-up on, and a crisp yellow dress. 'How did 
you know?' I asked. 

'I didn't,' she answered through tears of joy. 'Once we knew the war was over, we knew you'd be home one of 
these days. We knew you'd try to surprise us, so we were ready every day.’” –Lee Eclov 

Oh, my dear friends, as the end draws near, I urge you to be ready every day.  


