
“Stunning Submission” 
Part 2; 1 Peter 2.21-25 

 
Have you heard of the cartoon strip named Frank and Earnest? In one cartoon Earnest and Frank are standing 
in front of an exhibition hall with many different flags displayed. The sign in front of the building says, “The 
World’s Fair.” Upon reading the sign Frank says, “Oh, no it’s not!” He’s right, the world isn’t fair. Life isn’t fair. 
And we as believers shouldn’t expect this life to be fair. We as believers shouldn’t expect to ‘live our best life 
now.’ 

We live in a sin-sick, sin-cursed world, and the Bible says in no uncertain terms that “all who desire to live a 
godly life in Christ Jesus will be persecuted” (2 Tim. 3:12). People will hurt you, mistreat you, stab you in the 
back. Your co-workers may lie about you. Your boss may find your Christ and Christianity disgusting, so much 
so that you’re overlooked for every single promotion. Your supervisor may hound you and make life miserable 
for you just because you’re a Christ-follower. What do you do in a situation like that?  

Let’s keep in mind the flow of the text in its context. In verses 13-17, we’re exhorted to be submissive to 
governmental authorities, and then in verses 18-20, that ‘stunning submission’ is to be extended to those in 
authority over us in the workplace, and, by secondary application, those with legitimate authority over us such 
as a coach, teacher, supervisor or a board of directors, etc.  

And this submission is to be constant, whether our boss/employer is “good and gentle or harsh” (18), knowing 
that such a “harsh” employment environment will inevitably lead to you being treated unjustly.  

What’s God’s response when you, as a disciple of Jesus, get mistreated at work or someplace else by someone 
who has authority over you? That all depends on your attitude… Verse 19 tells us that if you suffer wrongfully 
for doing good and endure it patiently, God is pleased with you. I did not say He’s pleased with the 
mistreatment itself, but that He is pleased with your response. 

Maybe you’re wondering, “How in the world can I respond with such God-honoring endurance to such unjust 
suffering?” That’s the question I hope to answer this morning. 

How to handle unjust suffering… 

Accept your calling to suffering (21a) 

21a: “For to this you were called…” “To this” refers back specifically to unjust suffering for doing what’s good 
and right. Wait a second, does Peter mean that God has actually called us to suffer injustice because of 
ungodly rulers and face harsh circumstances because of unreasonable authorities? Yes. 

Suffering is rooted in following Jesus.  

John Piper: “If you are a Christian this morning, [as shocking as this may sound], God has called you to endure 
unjust suffering without bitterness or revenge or the desire to hurt back.” 

I wonder how many of you, as professing Christians, have justified your anger and your critical spirit by the 
wrongs that have been done to you? How many of you, if someone said that you seem to be unduly angry or 
bitter or critical or slanderous of others, you would immediately tell you about how badly you’ve been treated 
or how you’ve been let down or how they've been hurt. 

I’m afraid that we often have mistaken notion that, to be hurt or mistreated is to be justified in feeling long-
term anger and deep-seated resentment. Hardly ever do you hear someone say, "Yes, I have been unjustly 
hurt, let down, mistreated; and yes, they deserve to be shown up and rebuked; but no, I will not be bitter, I 
will not retaliate, I will not criticize or slander; I will return good for evil, and I will bless rather than curse.” –
John Piper, adapted 

How many of us live in the liberating knowledge that it is our calling—our CALLING—to be misunderstood, 
criticized, ignored, and hurt for doing what is RIGHT, and not to return hurt for hurt? 



Oh, and if any of you want to argue that I’ve stretched the context illegitimately and this whole “masters and 
slaves” context does not apply today, look at 3.8-9 …ALL of you be…courteous; not returning evil for evil or 
reviling for reviling, but on the contrary blessing, knowing that you were called to this… 

God didn’t call you to the comfort of a Lazy Boy, He called you to a cross! 

Matthew 16:24 Then [after he foretold of his death and resurrection] Jesus told his disciples, “If anyone would 
come after me, let him deny himself and take up his cross and follow me. 

John 15:20 Remember the word that I said to you: ‘A servant is not greater than his master.’ If they 
persecuted me, they will also persecute you. 

Philippians 1:29 For it has been granted to you that for the sake of Christ you should not only believe in him 
but also suffer for his sake. 

At those moments of unjust treatment, you will discover what you really worship; what’s truly important to 
you; what you long for more than anything else: a comfortable life…or Jesus Christ.1 

How to handle unjust suffering… 

Act like your Savior AND…  

Apply your salvation while suffering (21b-24) 

21: For to this you were called, because Christ also suffered for us, leaving us an example, that you should 
follow His steps… 

As Christ did not receive the crown of glory without the crown of thorns, so our calling to salvation also means 
following the example of Christ in suffering. 

The word translated “example” literally means “writing under” and refers to a pattern placed under a sheet of 
tracing paper so the original images could be duplicated. Even in ancient days, children learning to write 
traced over the letters of the alphabet to facilitate their learning to write them.  

Peter is saying, “Do you remember how you learned to write? Well, Jesus is going to show you how to react. –
John Phillips  

Copy Him. “Trace the alphabet” of His disposition and demeanor. In so doing, you are following in His steps, in 
his “footprints” or “tracks.” For believers, just as it was for Him, our footprints through this world are often 
along paths of unjust suffering. 

In order to act like your Savior while suffering… 

Stay away from sin (22, 24a, b) 

22a “Who committed no sin…” 

24a, b …who Himself bore our sins in His own body on the tree, that we, having died to sins, might live for 
righteousness… 

Here in verse 24 is where we are to “apply our salvation while suffering.” In other words, Peter fastens the 
conduct we should display to the work of Christ on the cross. Christ did what he did on the cross, enabling us 
to live the way He wants us to live as His disciples. 

This corresponds with what was mentioned in verse 21: "that you might follow in his steps." Following in 
Jesus' steps is the same as “living for/to righteousness.” 

God wants us to act like our Savior, who “committed no sin,” and therefore, strive to not sin, even when under 
the most intense pressure to sin.  

 
1 Adapted from Juan R. Sanchez, 1 Peter for You (The Good Book Company, 2016). 



In order to act like your Savior while suffering… 

Keep a sweet spirit (23a) 

23a: when He was reviled, did not revile in return; when He suffered, He did not threaten 

How contrary was Jesus’s ‘sweet spirit’ to today’s mean spirit! It’s like the American way has become 
encapsulated in the phrase, “Don't get mad, get even.” In other words, rather than pursuing fruitless rage, go 
for revenge! Jesus’s example says to us, “Don’t pursue rage or revenge.”  

“Preacher, you have no idea what I have to deal with at work!” That may very well be true, but I’m confident 
your situation does not top Christ’s. The mockery and physical torture He experienced is off the charts. Yet, He 
did not get angry at or retaliate against those who mistreated Him. 

And Jesus wants you to act just like Him…which will require your dependency on His Spirit to help you. 

Before salvation, you may have responded to mistreatment and unjust suffering with cursing, with ranting and 
raving. But that should not be characteristic of you now. 

Before salvation, you may have responded to mistreatment and unjust suffering with a punch thrown or some 
other act of vengeance. But that should not be characteristic of you now. 

Before salvation, you may have responded to mistreatment and unjust suffering with bitterness and 
resentment. But that should not be characteristic of you now. 

For the record, this passage is not teaching that, if you are the victim of a crime or abuse, you should not 
report it to the authorities. God has established the law to deal with criminal behavior. If you are in a situation 
where someone is physically hurting you, and it’s possible, you should remove yourself from that situation. 
Enduring suffering means you won’t seek to hurt that person personally. You let the law do its job. 

But otherwise, these responses are natural to no one, not even believers. These non-retaliatory and patiently 
enduring suffering for doing good responses are supernatural in nature. They require the sovereign work of 
God’s grace and the power of His Spirit.  

In order to act like your Savior while suffering… 

Let God right the wrongs (23b) 

23b: [He] committed (or entrusted) Himself to Him who judges righteously… 

Jesus drew the strength He needed for this kind of amazing response through life from His trust in His Father’s 
ultimate purpose to accomplish righteous justice on His behalf in the end. Jesus, we’re told here kept 
entrusting Himself to the Father. In other words, with each new wave of abuse; with each new wave of insults 
and injury; Jesus was always entrusting Himself to His Father, giving Himself to His Father. – John MacArthur, 
adapted 

Believers triumph over evil because they trust that God will vindicate them and judge their enemies, putting 
everything right in the end. 

Romans 12:19–21 Beloved, never avenge yourselves, but leave it to the wrath of God, for it is written, 
“Vengeance is mine, I will repay, says the Lord.” To the contrary, “if your enemy is hungry, feed him; if he is 
thirsty, give him something to drink; for by so doing you will heap burning coals on his head.” Do not be 
overcome by evil, but overcome evil with good. 

How do you survive and thrive and go on loving when your deep judicial sense cries out: NO! It isn't right. This 
can't be tolerated. It is not fair. Do what Jesus did. Hand it over to God. God sees it. And God judges justly. 
Nothing escapes his notice. Nothing falls from his memory. He will settle all accounts more fairly than we ever 
could. Lay it down. Let it go. This is your calling. –John Piper, adapted 

Colossians 3:23–25 Whatever you do, work heartily, as for the Lord and not for men…. You are serving the 
Lord Christ. For the wrongdoer will be paid back for the wrong he has done, and there is no partiality. 



2 Thessalonians 1:6 …God considers it just to repay with affliction those who afflict you… 

You’ve probably heard the story of David and Goliath. But Goliath was not the only giant who troubled David. 
The Bible says King Saul was so tall he stood head and shoulders above the other men. After David killed 
Goliath, Saul became terribly jealous of David. The people sang, “Saul has killed thousands and David has killed 
tens of thousands.” David played his harp and sang for Saul, yet Saul hated David and, on many occasions, 
threw a spear at him. The natural reaction is to pick it up and throw it back. But David endured the suffering. 
He didn’t hang around to be a target for Saul’s violence and abuse, buts instead, he left the city. But Saul and 
his army pursued David to kill him. 

On one occasion David and his buddies were hiding in a dark cave. Saul happened to enter the cave to relieve 
himself. He couldn’t see David, but David could see Saul. David could have taken that moment to run his 
sword through the king. Instead, he sliced off a portion of Saul’s robe. When Saul left the cave, David ran out 
and showed him the piece of cloth…and said… 

1 Samuel 24:11–12 See…the corner of your robe in my hand. For by the fact that I cut off the corner of your 
robe and did not kill you, you may know and see that there is no wrong or treason in my hands. I have not 
sinned against you, though you hunt my life to take it. May the LORD judge between me and you, may the 
LORD avenge me against you, but my hand shall not be against you. David imitated His yet-to-be-born Savior. 

How to handle unjust suffering… 

Adore your Savior-Shepherd while suffering (24-25) 

24a: Himself bore our sins in His own body on the tree… 

Jesus Christ, the very Son of God voluntarily and without coercion (John 10:15, 17-18) died as the only 
sufficient sacrifice for the sins of all who would ever believe. That ‘weight of sin’ is so heavy that Romans 8:22 
says “the whole creation groans and suffers” under it. Only Jesus could remove such a massive weight from 
the redeemed. 

Christ took the full punishment for the sins of all mankind, thus satisfying divine justice and freeing God to 
forgive those who repent and believe. This is tremendously good news for sinners!  

24b: “by whose stripes you were healed” 

Neither Isaiah (53.5) nor Peter intended physical healing as the result in these references to Christ’s sufferings. 
Peter explains in verse 25 what he has in mind by the healing that the suffering and death and wounds of 
Christ accomplish:  

Verse 25: For you were like sheep going astray but have now returned to the Shepherd and Overseer of your 
souls. 

So, the ‘healing’ here involves “straying sheep” returning (i.e., repenting) and becoming rightly related to their 
Savior-Shepherd, the Lord Jesus. That same Jesus, the Lover of your soul, says, “Cast all your cares upon me 
because I care for you.” 

The hand that will greet you in heaven is a wounded hand. If you walk in His Steps and endure suffering as He 
did, then the sufferings of this present age will not be able to compare with the glories that are to come.  

A man found a cocoon of the emperor moth and took it home to watch it emerge. One day a small opening 
appeared, and for several hours the moth struggled but couldn't seem to force its body past a certain point. 

Deciding something was wrong, the man took scissors and snipped the remaining bit of cocoon. The moth 
emerged easily, its body large and swollen, the wings small and shriveled. 

He expected that in a few hours the wings would spread out in their natural beauty, but they did not. Instead 
of developing into a creature free to fly, the moth spent its life dragging around a swollen body and shriveled 
wings. 



The constricting cocoon and the struggle necessary to pass through the tiny opening are God's way of forcing 
fluid from the body into the wings. The "merciful" snip was, in reality, cruel. Sometimes the struggle is exactly 
what we need. And sometimes that struggle is in the form of ‘stunning submission,’ submitting even when we 
suffer for doing good.  


