
Philippians: Living Confidently in Turbulent Times 
“Lord, Make Me Sendable” 
Philippians 2.17-24 
 
In Isaiah 6, Isaiah has a vision of the LORD sitting on a throne, high and lifted up, with seraphim gloriously 
declaring, “Holy, holy, holy is the LORD of hosts.” The whole experience caused Isaiah to confess his sinfulness 
and say, “Woe is me!” But then the seraphim take hot coals from the altar and touch Isaiah’s lips to 
symbolically illustrate grace and the fact his sin was atoned for. Then Isaiah testifies, “I heard the voice of the 
Lord saying, ‘Whom shall I send, and who will go for us? Then I said, “Here I am! Send me.” 
 
What is it that makes that a believer “sendable” on a mission for God? What makes an Isaiah “sendable”? That 
question is partially answered in our text as Paul is also looking for someone who is “sendable.” There are 
spiritual needs at Philippi that he cannot address in person because of his imprisonment. And so, in Philippians 
2 we read of him sending two men in his place. Their names are Timothy and Epaphroditus. Our focus for this 
message will be on the “sendability” of Timothy. 
 
To be ‘sendable’ on any mission for the Lord, you must… 
 
Love God’s people (19-20) 
 

Timothy is described as someone “who will sincerely care” for the welfare of the Philippians (20). Timothy 
is sincerely/genuinely concerned – not hypocritically – not “Sunday-morning-concerned” – he’s 7-days-a-
week truly concerned. 
 
This is deep concern that God’s people not be led astray by false teaching, that they mature in their faith 
and be properly discipled. It’s deep concern that they fight the good fight against Satan and temptation. 
It’s deep concern that men love their wives and godly women joyfully take their submissive role in the 
family. It’s a deep longing for single people to be pure and devoted to the Lover of their soul. It’s 
awareness that Satan sets traps all over the place in the hope of ensnaring believers and then devouring 
them like a roaring and hungry lion. 

 
Put others first (21) 
 

Paul refers to the “all” here as those who are seeking after their own interests. And that takes us back to 
2.4 where Paul describes the opposite of humility, and then back to 1.15 where Paul refers to other 
pastors and church leaders in Rome who are preaching Christ out of envy and strife (verse 15). In other 
words, they really don’t care about the flock; they care about their own following. They are preaching the 
gospel, but they are envious of Paul, so they stirred up strife against Paul and they preached from selfish 
ambition.  
 
So, this is what sets Timothy apart. To Timothy, the ministry isn’t all about him—it’s about HIM and 
“THEM” (those who know Christ and need sanctification and those who don’t know Christ and need 
salvation). Paul is implying then that when Timothy comes to visit you in Philippi, you’re not going to hear 
Timothy talk about Timothy. His focus will be on others and their needs. 

 
Prove your virtue (22) 
 



Just like Timothy had “proven character,” so anyone who is ‘sendable’ for kingdom work must have 
character—integrity that is tried and true, character that is tested by trials and temptations and remains 
intact.  

 
These three qualities of “sendability” must be maintained… 
 
 Despite difficulties 

 
Kingdom work is hard and challenging work!! It’s continual spiritual warfare. Ephesians 6.12 teaches that 
“we do not wrestle against…the rulers, against the authorities, against the cosmic powers over this present 
darkness, against the spiritual forces of evil in the heavenly places.” And therefore, because of the 
difficulties involved with spiritual warfare, we must continuously put on the whole armor of God. 
 
Despite delays (19, 23-24) 
 
Paul’s imprisonment is a delay. His future is uncertain. Paul’s heart’s desire is to eventually visit the 
Philippians – and to send Timothy along first – but for the moment, the door is closed.  
 
Notice the ‘guardrails’ Paul pulls out with regard to his plan: “I trust in the Lord Jesus to send Timothy.” In 
other words, I’m hoping this and planning this, but my plans are “boundaried” by the will and purpose of 
the Lord Jesus. 
 
“Lord willing” should be a regular part of your vocabulary, thought life, and prayer life. 
 
Despite dilemmas (23b) 
 
“as soon as I see how it goes with me” — Can you imagine the implication of this admission? The great 
Apostle does not know how things are going to turn out for his own life. He doesn’t know for sure how his 
pending trial will go. Will he be executed? Will he be released for more ministry? He simply does not know. 
 
If you’ve ever had the thought that if you were more spiritually minded, you’d be more aware of what is 
going to happen next, take heart. Paul has no idea how things are going to pan out in his own life! But 
there’s not a trace here of resentment or self-pity. He keeps on keeping on serving the Lord and seeking to 
advance his kingdom despite all the dilemmas of life. 
 
Uncertainties and revised plans are not necessarily signs of double-mindedness; they’re potentially signs of 
open-mindedness to the leadership of the Holy Spirit. 
 

The Lord continuously has missions to send his people on. Some are missions to be fulfilled inside the walls of 
our church, some outside our walls. Some might be weekly missions, other monthly missions, others quarterly 
or annually. Some of them are easier that others, some are downright tough assignments. But if the Lord were 
to ask this morning, “Whom shall I send, and who will go for us?”, would you be ‘sendable’?  


