
SERIES: “STEADFAST” 
“Twisting Scriptures and Disturbing Believers” 

Part 2; 2 Thessalonians 2.1-12 
 
Tim LaHaye and Jerry Jenkins have written a series of 16 books that many of you have read entitled, “Left Behind.” 
The first book in the series carries that same title: “Left Behind.” Subsequently, three movies have also been 
released. 

I bring up the “Left Behind” series because that designation is exactly what was bothering the believers at 
Thessalonica…they thought the Lord had come back and they had been left behind. 

There is coming a satanic false religion that will dominate the world like no other in history (cf. Rev. 17). Its object 
of worship will be the most powerful, evil, deceitful person to ever live: the man of lawlessness, the Antichrist. He 
will be the culmination of Satan’s long war against God, the last and most malevolent manifestation of the 
antichrist spirit (1 John 4:3). Like his evil master, Antichrist will disguise himself as an “angel of light” and deceive 
the whole lost world (Rev. 12:9; 13:14). 

Context: The apostle wrote this section to deal with the Thessalonians’ loss of hope and joy through confusion 
about the end times. He had already given them explicit instruction about both the Rapture (1 Thes. 4:13–18) and 
the Day of the Lord (1 Thes. 5:1–11). Yet only a few months later, they had become confused, again fearing that 
they had missed the Rapture and were in the Day of the Lord.  

2 Thessalonians 2:1-12 Now, brethren, concerning the coming of our Lord Jesus Christ and our gathering together 
to Him, we ask you, 2 not to be soon shaken in mind or troubled, either by spirit or by word or by letter, as if from 
us, as though the day of Christ [Lord] had come. 3 Let no one deceive you by any means; for that Day will not come 
unless the falling away comes first, and the man of sin [lawlessness] is revealed, the son of perdition [destruction], 
4 who opposes and exalts himself above all that is called God or that is worshiped, so that he sits as God in the 
temple of God, showing himself that he is God. 5 Do you not remember that when I was still with you, I told you 
these things? 6 And now you know what is restraining, that he may be revealed in his own time. 7 For the mystery 
of lawlessness is already at work; only He who now restrains will do so until He is taken out of the way. 8 And then 
the lawless one will be revealed, whom the Lord will consume with the breath of His mouth and destroy with the 
brightness of His coming. 9 The coming of the lawless one is according to the working of Satan, with all power, 
signs, and lying wonders, 10 and with all unrighteous deception among those who perish, because they did not 
receive the love of the truth, that they might be saved. 11 And for this reason God will send them strong delusion, 
that they should believe the lie, 12 that they all may be condemned who did not believe the truth but had pleasure 
in unrighteousness. 

This is one of most detailed passages on the eventual return of Christ as we find anywhere in the Bible. Lots of 
details, and yet, questions abound. Questions that the brightest of students of Scripture cannot answer definitively. 
And the reason for that is tucked away there in verse 5. Right in the middle of all this teaching about the second 
coming of Christ, Paul writes, “Do you not remember that when I was still with you, I told you these things?” 

So, in the brief time that Paul spent with the new believers in Thessalonica (Acts 17:1–9), he had taught them in 
remarkable detail things about the second coming and the days leading up to it. And now he says, “Have you 
forgotten much of what I taught you earlier?” 

Therefore, it seems clear that Paul told the Thessalonian believers some things that he does not include in this 
letter. Things that evidently the Spirit of God did not lead him to record for us know about. And obviously, the 
Lord’s wisdom is superior to ours, and therefore, we have preserved in the scriptures everything God knew we 
would need for salvation and God-pleasing obedience. And therefore, the things we don’t have answers to wouldn’t 
help us if we did. 

So, for our purposes this morning, we are not going to spend much time at all on conjecture, but rather on what 
this scripture clearly teaches. With that in mind, there are two major truths in this text I want us to focus on, 
under which I will hang several other corollary truths… 

 



One day, satanic advancement will explode 

There are tons of theories about the end of the world out there. And there are tons of people denying all 
possibilities of a “second coming” of Christ. After all, some will argue, things have been rolling along with no 
cataclysmic events for thousands—and some would say millions—of years (cf. 2 Pet. 3). 

There are tons of Scripture-twisting already going on and will only increase as we get closer to the end. 

With all this in mind, and specifically regarding all this kind of stuff that was going on when Paul wrote this letter, 
he gives us two cautions… 

Cautions before the ‘explosion’: 

(1) Don’t be disturbed by false teaching (or disturbing circumstances, 2) 

“we ask you, [2] not to be soon shaken in mind or troubled…” 

For believers living in sweet fellowship with Christ, accurate biblical teaching should edify and encourage us, not 
disturb us. 

(2) Don’t be deceived by false teaching (3a) 

3a: “Let no one deceive you by any means” 

Please know this: Satan is always attempting to deceive people! He is continuously seeking to lead both believers 
and unbelievers astray. No matter who it is, no matter how popular they might be, no matter how many books 
they’ve sold, no matter how many followers they have on Instagram or Twitter, if what they teach is contrary to 
the teachings of Scripture, cut them off, burn their books, and stop listening to them. 

Causes of the ‘explosion’: 

(1) The apostasy will break out (3b) 

3b: Let no one deceive you by any means; for that Day will not come unless the falling away comes first… 

In the last days, ordained ministers are going to band together and say, "Ladies and Gentlemen, it’s time to 
modernize the Christian faith. We need to stop telling people that Jesus is the only way to God. We need to stop 
telling people that marriage can only be between a man and a woman. It’s time to embrace a larger view of God’s 
world. We need to be open to all sides and not just the narrow, dogmatic view of the religious right!" Oh, wait, 
that’s already going on! 

(2) The Antichrist will step out (3c-4) 

3c-4: …that Day will not come unless the falling away comes first, and the man of sin [lawlessness] is revealed, the 
son of perdition [destruction], 4 who opposes and exalts himself above all that is called God or that is worshiped, 
so that he sits as God in the temple of God, showing himself that he is God. 

His identification (“the man of sin/lawlessness”) 

This man of sin, this man of lawlessness will be THE worst, most despicable human being to ever walk planet earth. 

Caligula, Nero, Stalin, Hitler, Saddam Hussein, Osama bin Laden, and many others have been thought to be the 
Antichrist, but they all come closer to being altar boys than evil men in comparison to the Antichrist. 

His revelation (“is revealed,” 3c) 

Jesus Christ was revealed in perfect accord with God’s timing. Galatians 4:4 says that “when the fullness of the time 
was come, God sent forth His Son.” The Antichrist will likewise be revealed in God’s perfect time. Not one second 
sooner. 

His opposition (“man of sin/lawlessness”) 

He will be in opposition to authority 

He will be in opposition to morality 

He will be in opposition to deity (4)  



“who opposes and exalts himself above all that is called God or that is worshiped, so that he sits as God in the 
temple of God, showing himself that he is God” 

No “competitors” allowed!! “I’m God, and anyone refusing to worship me will be executed!” 

His destruction (“son of perdition/destruction”) 

For now, let me just remind you of how dreadfully destructive he will be. As the vilest human being to ever walk 
the earth, he will be more destructive than any deranged dictator ever thought about being. The destruction he 
will execute in the few years of his reign will be unparalleled, unprecedented.  

His restriction (6-7) 

6-7: And now you know what is restraining, that he may be revealed in his own time. 7 For the mystery of 
lawlessness is already at work; only He who now restrains will do so until He is taken out of the way. 

Talk about a tough couple of verses! The interpretations are numerous, and I will not get bogged down in even a 
sampling of them. But a guy named Augustine, who was a theologian and philosopher in the early church age, 
studied these verses extensively and concluded, “I frankly confess I do not know what [Paul] means.” 

Augustine was a pretty smart guy, and if a guy as bright as Augustine comes to that conclusion, there are probably 
times when the rest of us need to admit to the same…we just don’t know sometimes. Make no mistake, this is a 
difficult text we’re dealing with, and honest students and scholars would agree. And that’s okay. 

Think about this… In 2 Peter 3, Peter writes about the day of the Lord also, and the burning up of the current 
heavens and earth and how we are to long for the new heavens and new earth. He then refers to Paul’s wisdom in 
all his letters. Then listen to what Peter wrote about Paul’s writings:  

2 Peter 3:16 There are some things in them that are hard to understand, which the ignorant and unstable twist to 
their own destruction, as they do the other Scriptures. 

The sovereign, divine force that currently restrains Antichrist is exerted by a person: HE—and I believe HE is the 
Holy Spirit. The difficulty with this is, “How in the world can the Holy Spirit be ‘taken out of the way’ if He’s 
omniscient? Plus, if the Holy Spirit is completely “taken out of the way, how can anyone be saved during the 
Tribulation (cf. Rev. 7:14) apart from His regenerating work (John 3:3–8; Titus 3:5)? And the Bible clearly teaches 
there are salvations during the Tribulation.  

Here the solution that makes the most sense to me: The phrase refers not to the removal of the Holy Spirit from 
the world, but rather to the cessation of His restraining work. His restraining work is taken away. 

Mark this down: The Antichrist will not appear when he’s ready, or when Satan’s ready, but when God’s ready! 
God’s in charge. He is sovereign. Satan and his ‘Superman’ are subservient to Him! 

His authorization (9) 

9. The coming of the lawless one is according to the working of Satan… 

“according to the working of Satan” – The Antichrist will be Satan’s Superman. 

The word “working” denotes the inward operation of some supernatural power. Elsewhere it is used of God. Only 
here does Paul use it of Satan. Superhuman power will characterize the career of the lawless one. 

Illus of talking on cell phone (battery life) vs. talking on the same phone while plugged in…you can “talk forever.” 

The Antichrist will be “plugged-in,” as it were, to Satan himself! 

His deception (9b, 10a) 

9b-10a. The coming of the lawless one is according to the working of Satan, with all power, signs, and lying 
wonders, 10 and with all unrighteous deception among those who perish… 

“with all power, signs, and lying wonders” 

“Power” – the inherent power producing miracles; “signs” point to the significance lying behind the miracles, 
“wonders” indicates their abnormal nature and the astonishment they produce in the beholder. 



Included in the Antichrist’s deceptive tricks will be his falsifying his own death and resurrection (Rev. 13.3,12,14; 
17.8.11). Antichrist’s miracles will reveal his supernatural power and create wonder, shock, and astonishment.  

The word “lying” or false probably should modify all three terms. We should not read that to mean they don’t 
really happen. It means they really do happen, but they happen in the service of falsehood (see Deut. 13:1–3).  

All these signs and wonders are false, not because they aren't miraculous—they have satanic power—but 
because they don't point to truth. They lie. They lead people to draw the wrong conclusions about who he is. They 
will cause people to believe the lie that he is a divine being and worthy of worship. 

John saw the future followers of Antichrist and wrote these words: They worshiped the beast, saying, "Who is like 
the beast, and who can fight against it?" (Rev. 13.4). 

Those susceptible/gullible to the deception: those who perish because they did not receive the love of the truth, 
that they might be saved (10). 

“that they might be saved” (10b) – Here we have a clear statement about a group of people who are eternally lost 
who rejected that which was for their salvation. Surely, this speaks to two things: (1) their salvation was truly 
possible, truly provided for—thus unlimited atonement; and (2) their lostness is by their own rejection of that 
which they really could have accepted. 

Verse 12 further describes them as those who “did not believe the truth but had pleasure in unrighteousness.” 
They didn’t love truth that could have saved them (10); instead, they love unrighteousness, wickedness. 

They rejected the truth. They rejected the plan of salvation. They rejected the gospel. They rejected Jesus. Instead, 
they loved their sin. Their evil desires trumped any desires for Jesus.  

CONSEQUENTLY… verses 11-12 teach us that the deception of the Antichrist is compounded by a God-sent 
delusion… 

11-12. And for this reason [i.e., because they loved sin and hated truth; that is, God does not cause the 
deception/delusion, but BECAUSE of their love for sin and hatred for salvific truth] God will send them strong 
delusion, that they should believe the lie, 12 that they all may be condemned who did not believe the truth… 

How sobering is this?? Love for evil (results in) à rejection of truth à deception of the devil à judicial hardening 
by God à final and eternal condemnation  

Their fate is the just and deserved punishment for their deliberate rejection of the divine offer of salvation. 

Men get what they want, and they get what they deserve. 

“What will take place in those deceived by Antichrist is seen on a smaller scale every day.” This is the same 
principle taught in Romans 1… The principle is already in operation (Rom. 1:18-25). 

Romans 1.21 For although they knew God, they did not honor him as God or give thanks to him, but they became 
futile in their thinking, and their foolish hearts were darkened. 

1.24 “God gave them up to uncleanness” 

1.26 “God gave them up to vile affections” 

1.28 “God gave them over to a reprobate mind” 

Notice: Verse 11 says that God’s judicial hardening of their hearts results in them believing “THE LIE.” What lie? 
Probably the lie that the Antichrist is God. Foolishly believing that God is not God and that the Antichrist is. 

In other words, BEFORE THE GREAT DECEPTION WAS THE GREAT REJECTION. 

If the ‘clay’ of your heart is exposed to the sun long enough, it will become irreparably hard, irreversibly hardened 
to the things of God. 

The story of Pharaoh is a grim reminder that God will judicially harden the hearts of those who persist in hardening 
their hearts against the truth. Because Pharaoh hardened his heart (Ex. 8:15, 32; 9:34; 1 Sam. 16:6), God hardened 



Pharaoh’s heart, fixing him in a path from which he could never return (Ex. 4:21; 7:3; 9:12; 10:1, 20, 27; 11:10; 14:4, 
8). 

So, yes, one day, satanic advancement will explode… Oh, but ONE DAY… 

One day, satanic advancement will cease (8)! 

8. …the lawless one will be revealed, whom the Lord will consume with the breath of His mouth and destroy with 
the brightness of His coming. 

Verse 8 clearly teaches the ease with which the Antichrist’s end will be brought about. No fierce, drawn-out conflict 
will be necessary! 

“whom the Lord will consume with the breath of His mouth and destroy with the brightness of His coming” – Oh, 
the power and splendor of our Lord!! 

“Destroy” does not mean that Christ will “kill” or annihilate the Antichrist. Revelation 19:20 says that he will still be 
alive when he is cast into the lake of fire. Instead, “destroy” means, “to render inoperative; to abolish; or to render 
ineffective.” The Lord will effortlessly bring his wicked empire to an end. 

DON’T EVER FORGET: IN THE END, JESUS WINS!!  

The Lord is coming back, and you’d better be ready! 

In 1938, a man from Long Island wanted a barometer to place on his mantle. He bought an expensive, elaborate 
one, and took it home. But as he opened the box, he noticed that the needle was pointing to the sector that 
indicated that a hurricane was coming. He looked for a knob to adjust it but found none. That frustrated him, so he 
shook it to try to get it to reset back to normal.  

“I can’t believe it! As much money as I spent for this, and it’s defective.”  

He wrote a scathing letter to the company, and then left on a business trip for a few days. When he got back home, 
his barometer was missing...and so was his house! 

There was nothing wrong with the barometer; he just refused to believe it. 

I beg you, unashamedly, to not make a similar mistake regarding the cataclysmic ‘hurricane’ that will occur at the 
end of the age. If you do, you’ll lose far more than your home and possessions. You’ll lose your soul…for all 
eternity. 


