
A Bicentennial History of 
Zion Presbyterian Church

1807−2007

GRACE 
WILL 

LEAD US 
HOME

G
R

A
C

E
 W

ILL LE
A

D
 U

S H
O

M
E

    A
 B

icentennial H
istory of Z

ion Presbyterian C
hurch  1807–2007



A Bicentennial History of
Zion Presbyterian Church

1807–2007

GRACE 
WILL 

LEAD US 
HOME

x



We dedicate this book
To the memory of the many saints

Who built Zion Church and community
And now rest in its churchyard.

Through many dangers, toils, and snares
I have already come.

‘Tis grace has brought me safe thus far
And grace will lead me home.

John Newton, 1779

For all the saints who from their labors rest,
Who Thee by faith before the world confessed,

Thy name, O Jesus, be forever blest.
Allelulia! Allelulia!

William Walsham How, 1864
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Zion’s story is another verse in the song of the sojourner; 
a story of a people searching for a home. After a long journey, 
from Scotland to Ireland and then to the Americas, several 
families eventually built a church and a community in Maury 
County, Tennessee. They sought a place where they could live 
and worship freely, and so they named their community Zion, 
the Scriptural term for the Promised Land where God will 
dwell among His people. 
 The year 2007 marks the bicentennial of the founding 
of this church and community, giving us the remarkable 
opportunity to celebrate the faithfulness of God to one small 
part of the body of Christ.  Particularly in the United States, 
it is rare to find a church of like-minded people who have 
worshiped God in one location for so many generations.  At 
Zion, the church has remained true to the Word of God and 
sought to minister to its members and community.  On Sunday 
mornings, some members sit in the pews of their great-great 
grandparents, who founded this church so long ago.  
 Their dedication to God created a foundation on which the 
church still proudly rests.  Zion Cemetery points to their final 
home, the real Zion, where they worship on a distant shore and 
in a different place. 

PREFACE
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The Bicentennial Celebration is the fourth recorded 
celebration of the church’s founding. On September 13, 1907, 
the Honorable W.S. Fleming spoke on the “Organization and 
History of Zion Church.” After a dinner spread on long tables 
in the churchyard, the Reverend T. A. Wharton spoke on “The 
Present and Future of Zion Church.”
 On June 29 and 30, 1957, the Sesquicentennial Celebration 
was held with dinner under the big oak trees and an outdoor 
pageant depicting the story of Zion’s continuing witness. On 
Sunday, Dr. J. E. Cousar from Savannah, Georgia, preached 
on “God’s Transplantations.” The brochure for the celebration 
began with the words, “Ye Shall Be Witnesses Unto Me,” and the 
continuing witness of Zion Church was emphasized.
 Zion’s “175th Anniversary Celebration” was held from 
October 24-31, 1982, and emphasized the faithfulness of our 
Lord. The theme was taken from Hebrews 13:8, “Jesus Christ 
is the same . . . yesterday, today, and forever.” Former Pastor 
Dr. W. M. Ford joined the Reverend Donald L. Johnson to 
lead the congregation in worship and praise. In addition to the 
three Sunday services, there was a women’s tea, a candlelight 
communion service, a homecoming for students of Stephenson 
Academy and the old Zion School, and a dinner on the grounds. 

ANNIVERSARY 
TRADITIONS
I remember the days of old;

I meditate on all that you have done.
Psalm 143:5

3



For the Bicentennial Celebration, a special event occurred each 
month, culminating in the celebration on June 30 and 
July 1.  In January, Reverend Alan Cochet, pastor of Zion’s 
daughter church, College Hill Presbyterian in Oxford, 
Mississippi, preached a sermon to celebrate God’s faithfulness 
to Zion. In subsequent months, there were concerts by 
Michael Card, Jeff Perkins, and Buddy Green; a theological 
theatre production by Peculiar People; and a concert of prayer. 
The Bicentennial weekend included tours of the church 
and its museum, a homecoming tea honoring Zion’s former 
and current ministers, and a concert with Steve Green. The 
Bicentennial worship service was conducted by the current 
pastor, the Reverend J. Arch Warren, and was followed by 
dinner on the grounds.
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Zion Presbyterian Church’s founders were a strong, 
determined group who left the comfort of friends and family 
to build a new life on what was then the western frontier of 
the United States. Like the Pilgrims, the Puritans, and their 
own Scotch-Irish ancestors before them, the settlers resolved 
to create a home out of a wilderness in an attempt to live freely. 
Records show they were a deeply spiritual group, intent on 
worshiping God in their new land and teaching their children to 
do the same. Throughout Zion’s history, its members have held 
high two principles the authority of Scripture and the need for 
a Redeemer.  

WESTWARD FROM SOUTH CAROLINA

In 1805, several families from Kingstree, South Carolina (of 
the Williamsburg District) began the process of moving west. 
These families were descendents of the Ulster Presbyterians 
– a group of Scotch and Scotch-Irish who left the province of 
Ulster, Ireland, for South Carolina in 1732 for religious and 
economic freedom. These immigrants founded Williamsburg 
Church in 1736.  The church was a flourishing, Bible-believing 
church which served as a haven for its members during the 
Revolutionary War.  However, in 1782, the church had acquired 
a pastor who openly denied the deity of Christ. In the ensuing 

EARLY SETTLEMENT
Your word is a lamp to my feet 

and a light to my path. 
Psalm 119:105
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discord, the Bible-believing minority and their slaves destroyed the 
church building in the dark of night. Reorganized under the name 
of Bethel, these men rebuilt the Williamsburg Church under a 
court order.
 Eventually deciding to withdraw from the area, several families 
began looking for a new home. On March 25, 1805, four families 
from the Bethel congregation left Williamsburg. They were James 
Armstrong, James Blakely, Moses G. Frierson, and Paul Fulton 
with their wives, children, and slaves. Living on the coastal plains 
of South Carolina, they had never even seen mountains – yet they 
bravely crossed the Appalachians. They endured many hardships, 
but finally arrived in Nashville 
on May 8 without incurring any 
serious accidents or deaths. They 
rented farms about one mile east 
of Franklin. Their homes were 
described as “vile, smoky, smelly 
huts,” and yet they were “highly 
pleased” with their new lives.
 The following spring, on 
March 6, 1806, ten more families 
followed them. These were the 
families of John Dickey, Mrs. 
Mary Fleming, Elias Frierson, 
Mrs. Margaret Frierson, Samuel 
Frierson, William Frierson, William James Frierson, John White 
Stephenson, Thomas Stephenson, and Samuel Witherspoon. They 
were blessed with a pleasant trip, during which (according to Zion 
Congregational History) “not one shower of rain wet them during 
the entire journey.” 
 After they arrived in Franklin in mid-April, the families 
formed a “Society” and resolved to meet each “Lord’s Day for the 
purpose of Reading, Praying and Praising that God from whom 
they had received such unmerited favors.” They built a stand about 
a mile east of Franklin where they sang hymns, prayed, and read 
“some approved sermon.” At Sunday services, they also had several 

visiting preachers. The Reverend Stephenson came from South 
Carolina and preached several times. They even gave a small 
salary to Mr. Andrew Davis for preaching frequently. Theirs 
were the only Presbyterian services for many miles, and curious 
neighbors would come to listen to the Word of God and learn 
more about their Society.

THE NEW COMMUNITY

The Society sent delegations into the “western country” to look 
for land for a permanent community. Although the majority 
preferred to find land on the Duck or Elk Rivers, no suitable 
tract of land could be found with safe title. The group decided 
to approach the heirs of General Nathaniel Greene for a 
part of the 25,000 acres donated to him for his service in the 
Revolutionary War. Mr. George Dickey traveled to Cumberland 
Island, Georgia at the mouth of the Saint Mary’s River as an 
emissary from the Society. The heirs agreed to sell.  In August 
1807, the Society bought eight square miles (5120 acres) for 
$15,360 ($3 an acre). Oral tradition says that the settlers were 
much relieved when Mr. Dickey returned, as they had entrusted 
him with their money as well as their mission. He carried the 
entire sum in his saddle bag and would carelessly drop it to 
the ground convincing any passersby that it was unimportant.  
When approached by Indians or other travelers, legend says 
that he played his fiddle for them, both entertaining and 
disarming potential robbers. The settlers felt the providence of 
God in this purchase, as the land was not open for settlement 
until that year when the government purchased it from the 
Cherokee Indians. 
 The men of the Society prepared the land for settlement 
later that month. Their first sighting of the land was from the 
top of a ridge. The beautiful ridge in the distance was the first 
indication of the area’s fertile farmland. Upon arriving, the tall 
tulip poplar trees and numerous stands of cane attested to the 
area’s rich ground and abundant water supply. They first
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William J. Frierson
Elizabeth Martha
Mary Elmira, John Wm.
Thomas, Robert Josiah
Susanna Brown

Elias Frierson
Charlotte Frierson
Thomas Jefferson
Samuel Gordon
Sarah McCauley
Gideon Blackburn

Alexander Dobbin
Leah Dobbin
James Hervey
Mary Witherspoon
Robert Wilson

David Frierson 
James Armstrong
Martha Elizabeth
Adopted son, John

James Blakely
Sarah Blakely
Susanna
Jannet Witherspoon
Martha Mary Jane

Samuel Witherspoon
Grace Witherspoon
Samuel McClelland
James Prielo 
Adopted son, Robert Liddle

John W. Stephenson
Mary Stephenson
Jane Eliza
Samuel Heywood

Benonai Dickey
Margaret Gordon Dickey
Samuel Grandason

Thomas J. Frierson
Anne Frierson

Elias James Armstrong
Eliza McCauley

George Dickey
Sarah Way Dickey

James Dobbin
Mary Leonora

Thomas F. Fleming
Brothers, John Dickey
William Stuart
James Sidney

Amos Balch
Patsy Balch
Selina, Livinia
John Witherspoon

Thomas Henderson
Polly Henderson
James Balch
Michael Davis
Thomas Calvin 
Thomas

Jonathan  Garrison
Nancy Garrison

Names of  Blacks admitted 
to Communion: Newton, 
Sam, Joe, Judy, Venus, 
Hagar, Limmerik, Ben, 
Adam, Judy, Sarah. 

“In the beginning of the year 1811 the permanent members of Zion 
Congregation were in number and name agreeable to the following.”

Rev. James W. Stephenson
Mary Stephenson
Adopted sons, Jas., Moses

Mrs. Elizabeth Frierson
Son, Samuel Elijah
Sarah McCauley

Mrs. Mary Dickey
No family

Mrs. Janet Blakely
Samuel, Sarah

Joshua Frierson
Elizabeth Frierson
Joshua Bunyan, John Jas.

Dr. Samuel Mayes 
Mary Mayes
John Scott, Selina Amelia 
Mary McCottrey
Jane Frierson
Roger Bradley

James Armstrong
Agnes Armstrong
Mary Bradley
Wm. Gordon, Sam. Henry
Margaret Elizabeth
Charlotte Adaline

Samuel Frierson 
Sarah Frierson
Jas. Madison, John Wilson
William Vincent
Janett Isabella
Samuel Davis

Thomas Stephenson
Jane Stephenson
Elihu, Jannet
Sarah, Selina, Livinia

David Matthews
Elenor Matthews
John McKleveen, Robert
Mary, Thomas, David Rice

Nathaniel Stephenson
Elizabeth Stephenson
Jemima, Jane

William Frierson
Jane Frierson
Martha Emeline
Sam. Mayes, Mary Agnes
Ervin Jas., Duncan B.

George Frierson
Mada Frierson
John Manton, Keziah S.
Eliza Gamble
Rebeckah Susanna
George Summerset

Paul Fulton
Martha Montgomery Fulton
William Frierson
John Graham

Moses G. Frierson
Mary Jane Frierson
Edward Livingston
Isaac Edwin
Susanna Amarintha
Margaret Amelia
John Dickey, Elias C.

This list was copied from handwritten entries contained within the 
manuscript of History of the Origin and Progress of Zion Congregation, 
which is part of Zion’s collection of original church documents.

THE FIRST COMMUNICANTS



searched for a good water source near the center of 
the purchase, and there they built a log cabin to serve 
as a house of worship. Some worked on the building, 
while others surveyed and divided the land. At the end 
of the week, they traveled thirty miles back to their 
families in Franklin. In September, the men returned 
to the property to build cabins and open up paths to 
access the land. They began to move onto the property 
in January 1808. The weather was extremely cold, and 
– because the roads were “soft, narrow, crooked, and 
muddy” – the drive took three days. 
 In April 1808, four more families arrived from 
South Carolina to join the Society – the families of the 
Reverend James White Stephenson, former pastor of 
Bethel, Robert Frierson, Dr. Samuel Mayes, and Joshua 
Frierson. In June, while still living in Franklin, Mr. 
Robert Frierson died.  At his request, he was buried 
in the Zion churchyard. He had made the arduous 
trip at his advanced age to be near his children and 
to be “where religion might flourish.”  The Reverend 
Stephenson became the “stated supply” of the church, 
and remained so until his death in 1832. He had 
ministered to many of the elderly in the congregation 
for nearly forty years. His obituary states “that his life 
and conversation were a practical comment on the 
doctrines and duties which for so long a time he had 
inculcated. A man who not only avoided evil, but even 
the appearance of it. His memory is embalmed in the 
hearts of an affectionate and grateful congregation.”

A WORTHY NAME

The Society appointed a committee to determine a 
name for their community and church. They chose 
the name Zion, which has strong Scriptural meaning. 

In the Bible the temple sat atop Mount Zion, and the 
term is symbolic of Jerusalem, the Promised Land, and 
heaven.  It is usually viewed as a place where God dwells 
with His people. Although no notes have been found 
explaining their decision, it can be reasonably assumed 
the settlers felt this was the land God had given to them 
to be their home.
 Of necessity, the Society’s initial energies had to 
focus around establishing homes and farms. By August 
1809, two years after the purchase, the Society’s energies 
turned back to the church. Church history shows “we 
began to think of having a Lord’s Supper administered 
among us and it was thought necessary to set apart 
certain characters for Elders.” The first elders of Zion 
were Dr. Samuel Mayes, Joshua Frierson, William J. 
Frierson, Alexander Dobbin, Paul Fulton, Thomas 
Stephenson, and Samuel Frierson. The log house was 
too small to hold the congregation, so a stand and shed 
were placed at the door to accommodate the crowd. 
There were 54 communicants. 
 At this time the church also began a Sunday 
school to “catechi[ze] the young people belonging to 
the Society, which appeared to have a good effect.” The 
children were taught Scripture and doctrine.  In 1811, 
they planned to replace the log cabin with a permanent 
church building, which was completed in 1813. 

SLAVES AND MASTERS – 
ONE IN CHRIST

At about this time, a spiritual revival occurred among 
the slaves of the Zion families. The Congregational 
History records that “a goodly number of black people 
appeared to be under awakenings, and petitioned to be 
admitted to church privileges.” The Session took these 
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people under their teaching and taught them the Scripture and 
the doctrines of the faith. After several months of teaching, 
they tested them and found them to have credible professions 
of faith. The slaves were given the sacrament of baptism on 
October 7, 1810, and were made members of the church. Their 
names are recorded on the church roster dated 1811, setting a 
precedent of church membership for black people. Although 
it was unusual for time, they partook the Lord’s Supper. In 
the following years, many more slaves converted and joined 
the church. In the church history, which appears to have been 
written in 1812, the Session records,
 

The settlers seemed to deeply regret their neglect of the slaves.  
From this time forward, the spiritual education and proper 
treatment of the slaves were priorities for the church, despite 
legal prohibitions against educating slaves. One church member 
was even tried by the session for beating a slave. Though they 
still viewed the black people as their “property,” they knew the 
slaves’ souls belonged to God. 

To our shame, we have to confess, that the education of 
these people had, hitherto been criminally neglected – a 
great number of them had been the companions, and 
nurses, of our infantile years. They had been doomed to 
hard slavery in order to secure our education and let us 
live in ease; and yet we had not taken what pains and 
trouble which we ought to have done, in teaching them a 
proper knowledge of that God who made them: of this lost 
condition by nature: of the pure requisitions of God’s holy 
law: of the plan of salvation through a Redeemer.

x
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Daddy Ben
During the Revolutionary 
War, British soldiers rode 
up to the South Carolina 
home of an American 
officer, Colonel  Scott, only 
to find his slave.  They 
demanded to know where 
his master was hiding, but 
“Daddy Ben” refused to 
reveal his hiding place (a 
location he knew well − he 
had hidden the American 
officer himself ).
       The Red Coats 
threatened death, tying 

him at the end of a rope and allowing him to briefly dangle in the 
air to reconsider.  When cut down, however, the loyal slave still 
refused to reveal his masters whereabouts.
 For a second time, the British hanged him.  And, for a second 
time, they cut him down in the hopes that his near death experience 
would weaken his resolve.  Much to the frustration of the soldiers, 
he just as stubbornly refused to betray his master.
 For a third time, the soldiers tied the noose around the neck 
of  Daddy Ben to punish him for his unwillingness to reveal Col. 
Scott’s location.  Miraculously, he was still alive when they cut him 
down the third time.
 Such ferocious loyalty caused one of the British officers to have 
a change of heart toward the slave.  Not only did he allow him to 
live, he awarded him with a golden eagle as a sign of his admiration 
for his selflessness.

This tablet is erected 
in memory and appreciation 

of the loyalty and service 
of the slaves owned by the early settlers

 of Zion Community buried here.  
Among them is 

Daddy Ben, 
a Son Royal, Prince of Africa, 

owned by Col. Scott.  
His loyalty to his master won for him 

the award of golden eagle 
from a British officer.  

He was hung three times.  
Still he refused to tell 

where he had hidden his master.

 Daddy Ben served Col. Scott until his death, when he was 
inherited by Col. Scott’s daughter Mary, who was married to Dr. 
Samuel Mayes.  Mary passed away shortly after giving birth to 
John Mary Scott Mayes, who was named in her memory. Daddy 
Ben served the young boy, known as Scott, for the rest of his 
days. Dr. Mayes married his second wife, Mary Frierson, in 1797.  
Eleven years (and six children) later, they moved from their South 
Carolina home to the Zion community in Maury County.
 It may have been Scott who came up with the appellation 
“Daddy Ben.”  Scott was said to have read the Bible 101 times 
during his ninety-two years.  Daddy Ben, who was 90 years old 
at his death in 1829, however, might not have been able to read 
the Scriptures himself.  He spent his last days at Scott’s house 
called Fairfield near Zion.  Dr. Samuel Mayes and his family are 
buried at Zion’s cemetery, but none of their tombstones match the 
monument erected in honor of this and other selfless slaves buried 
outside the churchyard.  The monument reads, 
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A CONTINUING 
WITNESS

The Zion Community, often known as the “Frierson 
Community,” continued to grow and prosper, its members 
unaware of the gathering storm at its horizon. The community 
expanded as more friends and family moved to the area and 
children grew up and married. The Session acted as the social, 
religious, and legal authority in the community, settling disputes 
between neighbors and caring for “wayward sheep.” The 
congregants built separate “study houses,” or schools, for its boys 
and girls. The church formed a “Bible Society,” which ministered 
to the county by distributing Bibles and tracts. The people were 
known for their reverence for the Sabbath day and for their 
observance of daily family worship, which taught their children 
the truths of Scripture and the importance of worshiping the 
one true God. The brick church fell into disrepair, causing them 
to build the third (and present) Greek Revival style building. In 
1845, Columbia native James Knox Polk, a former pupil at Zion 
School, became president of the United States. The land was 
bountiful, and Tennessee was prospering.

THE WAR BETWEEN THE STATES

On April 12, 1861, South Carolina again played a role in Zion’s 
history. Shots fired at Fort Sumter marked the beginning of 

Your testimonies are my heritage forever, 
for they are the joy of my heart. 

Psalm 119:111

Zion Church, Fall 1913. 
In foreground, Louise Watkins Stephenson and Robert Wilson Dobbins
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the War Between the States. The men of 
Zion took up their arms and left to defend 
their homes. CSA private Sam Watkins, 
a member of Zion, wrote a memoir called 
Co. Aytch.  In it, he records that of 120 men 
in the Maury Grays (one of the county’s 
companies), only twelve returned at the end 
of the war. One hundred eleven Confederate 
veterans are buried in Zion Cemetery, 
sixteen bearing the name Frierson. With so many men absent 
from the farming community, the church faced hard financial 
times.  They could hardly afford to pay the pastor.  

 The end of the war brought economic, emotional, and 
spiritual devastation to the region. In August 1865, the Session 
resolved to present a resolution to the congregation. It read,

At the end of the day of fasting, the church held a prayer and 
communion service. It was a time to heal, to release old wrongs, 
seek forgiveness, and ask for God’s mercy on Zion. During the 
following month, thirty-seven people joined the church and one 
was restored to its privileges. God truly answers the prayers of 
His people.

Whereas during the terrible conflicts which have passed 
over the country in consequence of the late national 
troubles, religion has been, and still is, at a very low 
ebb, and the conduct of many professors [of the faith] 
has been such, as to justify the declaration, “The 
Master has been wounded in the house of his friends;” 
thereby calling loudly for the exercise of discipline in 
numerous cases by the officers of the church.  And 
whereas each and every one has been more or less 
involved in this matter, We as a Session feel constrained 
with deep humility, to receive the rebuke of our Savior 
administered by himself while upon earth to the scribes 
and Pharisees on a certain occasion . . . “He that is 
without sin among you let him first cast a stone.”  
 Therefore resolved, that, as a Session we humble 
ourselves before God in view of our complicity in this 
matter, and recommend to the members of the church, 
to unite with us, in observing Thursday, the 7th day 
of September next as a day of fasting and prayer in 
consequence of the low state of religion in our midst.  
Peradventure, God may hear, and answer our prayer 
and revive his work among us, and especially in our 
own hearts.George Dickey Armstrong penned 

this letter dated April 13, 1862 
while being held captive in a 
Chicago POW camp. In it he 
confesses to his sister, “My comfort 
is derived from reading that little 
Bible and then at a throne of 
grace.” Less than a month later he 
passed away at age 33.

2322
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One of the best known and most 
loved figures from Zion Presbyterian 
Church is Sam Watkins. Sam is 
nationally know for his acclaimed 
book, Co. Aytch, his vivid memoirs 
of serving in the Confederate Army 
during the Civil War.  
       Sam became involved in Zion 
at an early age.  Church records 
indicate his father’s involvement in 
the 1840s.  Sam’s mother Penelope 

Williams Watkins died when Sam was only three years old.  The 
following year his father, Frederick Henry Watkins, married Margaret 
Frierson Stephenson, who was the widow of John James Stephenson, 
the son of Zion’s first pastor. 
 In 1853, F. H. Watkins purchased the Webb Place, a home on 
Canaan Road. This farm was across the road from the farm of George 
Whitfield Mayes. Mayes’ daughter Jennie was two months younger 
than Sam Watkins, and the two got to know each other as neighbors 
and through their early years at Zion Church.
 Jennie attended the Female Academy at Zion, and Sam attended 
Stephenson Academy.  He later attended Jackson College in Columbia 
and clerked in the general store of  Jennie’s cousins, S. M. and J. M. Mayes.
 Sam Watkins was among some of the first soldiers to sign up for 
service after the Civil War began.  He joined the Bigby Grays at Mt. 
Pleasant on April 20, 1861, Co. D of the Third Tennessee Regiment. 
Later he was transferred to the First Tennessee Regiment to Company 
H, and enlisted on May 15, 1861.
 Sam later described the horrors, tedium, humor, and pathos of 
those four long years in Co. Aytch, published in 1882.  In his book he 

Samuel R. Watkins 1839—1901

Photo courtesy of Ruth Hill McAllister

told of trying to eat a rat when he was starving, his feet peeling like 
an onion, his witnessing the gory deaths of many of his friends, and 
his being wounded also.  Unlike many of his peers who wrote about 
the war, he did not spare the reader from learning about the agonies 
and brutalities of the battlefield.
 After the war ended, Sam married his longtime sweetheart, 
Jennie Mayes, in September 1865.  Jennie’s grandfathers both were 
pioneers who helped start the church.  She and Sam went on to 
have eight children.  Sam worked as a store clerk and postmaster, 
and for a short time he ran his own store in Columbia.  After the 
business failed, he returned to the Zion area and farmed.  The 
Watkins family attended Zion Church, and Sam was particularly 
active in the Foreign Missionary Society. It was on his farm that he 
did most of his writing.
 His book was first published as a series of articles in the 
Columbia Herald. In addition, over the years before his death he 
had articles published  in Confederate Veteran Magazine, Southern 
Bivouac Magazine, the Maury Democrat, and the Columbia Journal. 
His children would later recall seeing him early in the morning and 
late at night, writing with a stub of a pencil and a tablet of paper. 
Sometimes he would laugh at some recollection; other times he 
would weep over the painful memories of the “Lost Cause.”
 In 1899 Sam purchased the Zion manse, one mile from the 
church. He died there on July 20, 1901.  Nineteen years later, in 
1920, Jennie followed him home. They and seven of their children, 
as well as their parents, are all buried in the Zion Cemetery.
 Co. Aytch is still in print today, most recently reprinted by 
Simon and Schuster.  A new edition containing Sam’s additional 
notes is planned for release in late 2007 by Providence House 
Publishing.  The book served as a primary Confederate resource for 
the Ken Burns’ special, The Civil War on Public Television in 1990.  
Sam would be amazed to see the continued interest in his book over 
a century after his death.  

written by his great granddaughter, 
Ruth Hill McAllister
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THE NEXT 100 YEARS

The years following the Civil War were difficult ones. However, 
the black congregants continued to thrive at Zion – 145 black 
members were on the Zion roll, and their Sabbath School had 
two to three hundred regular attendees.  From Session records, it 
is clear the Session took the responsibility of ministering to the 
black population very seriously, even sending out emissaries “on 
foot” to minister to members who had “backslidden.” Eventually 
the black population so outnumbered the white population 
that the churches split. In April 1872 several black people were 
granted letters of dismissal at their own request to form their own 
church, Salem Church, down the road. The church burned, and 
its congregation joined with another, becoming Mt. Tabor-Salem 
Church. At this time it meets on Mooresville Pike in Columbia. 
(Interestingly, the location of the original church later served as 
the location for a house – the home of Assistant Pastor Don 
Wahlman and his family now sits within the footprint of the old 
church. Its cemetery can still be found on the lot.)
 As Zion healed from the war, it developed as a church body. 
Some members formed a Foreign Missionary Society, which 
met monthly to hear about a mission field, such as China or 
Africa, and take up a collection. In December 1887 the deacons 

began taking up a special collection 
for benevolences, a tradition that 
continues today. The Ladies Aid 
Society took special care of the 
church and its grounds, and the 
community was known for its 
hospitality and generosity. The 
congregation improved the church 
building with extensive renovations 
and repairs in the late 1880s. The 

stained-glass windows, which are believed to be Tiffany, were 
installed around 1895. The Pilcher Pipe organ was purchased in 
1899 for $900, after several years of planning and fundraising by 

the Organ Society of Zion Chuch. Sunday school classes met in 
the corners of the sanctuary, and the children were taught in the 
basement. The church roll consisted largely of  descendents of the 
original families, with many of the names remaining the same… 
although the individuals themselves were different. 
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THE WORLD WARS

During the World Wars, Zion sent boys to war and “kept the 
home fires burning.” During World War I, Zion had a War 

Savings Stamps Club. The twenty-
eight members saved a remarkable 
$2605 to contribute to the war 
effort. In 1942, Zion mobilized to 
support their soldiers and the war. 
The women’s circles sent messages 
to the soldiers every month, and the 
elders sent them copies of the New 
Testament. Mrs. Franklin Fulton 
donated a flag 
to the church to 
honor the soldiers 
who were away. 
The blue stars on 
the flag represented 
the soldiers, and 
every time another 

boy left a star was added to the flag. Due to 
war conditions, the church cancelled Vacation 
Bible School, but records show Women’s 
Auxiliary fed seventy-five soldiers at the 
Recreation Center in Columbia.
 The changes that swept the nation after 
World War II came to Zion as well. Boys who 
left to fight returned as men who had seen the 
world and wanted to further their education 
with the GI Bill. Young people moved away, 
and new people joined the community. In 
1956, Dwight D. Eisenhower created the 
Interstate System – the greatest public 
works project in American history – which 

Calligraphic listing of Zion’s 
WWII servicemen, on display 

in the Turner-Fleming Museum 

Franklin Fulton

Jack Morgan

transformed American culture. The country became more 
mobile, and the retiring ways of the farming community were 
considered “old-fashioned.” Notably, the Reverend Wilborn Ford 
was a constant for the church during these tumultuous years. He 
pastored the church for twenty-three years (1950 – 1973)—equal 
in service only to Zion’s first minister. Many new families joined 
the church during this time. They were not relatives of the original 
families, but were welcomed as brothers and sisters in Christ.

 The Reverend Wilborn Ford, circa 1950

Zion Presbyterian Church bus, 1940’s, driver Caldwell Brown
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A NEW ERA FOR ZION

New people bring new ideas, but the church held to its founding 
principle of the authority of Scripture. As the Presbyterian 
Church in the United States (PCUS) began to lean toward 
more liberal theology, the Session grew increasingly concerned. 
In 1973, it broke away from the PCUS and became a member 
of the new orthodox denomination: the Presbyterian Church 
in America.  Ruling Elder Franklin Fulton was a commissioner 
to the first General Assembly of the new denomination. Zion 
remained a member of the PCA for a decade until the local 
presbytery would not approve their prospective pastor. During 
his tenure at the church, the church was an independent 
Presbyterian church. When he left in 1988, the church saw the 
benefits of being connected with a larger body of believers and 
petitioned to be readmitted to the PCA. Zion has remained an 
active part of the presbytery and the denomination ever since.
 The 1970s saw many other changes at Zion. An Annex 
was added, allowing the church to have regular Sunday school 
rooms, church offices, and a nursery – for 165 years babies and 
small children had actually attended the worship services. The 
leaders of the church, sensing a need for a Christian school in 
the area, started Zion Christian Academy in 1979. Lou Banks 
Fulton, a descendant of the original settlers, was its first teacher. 
 God has continued to bless Zion Presbyterian Church. 
Today its members represent a diverse spectrum of the 
community, old and young, longtime residents and newcomers, 
professionals and blue collar workers. At Zion, these disparate 
people are one in the body of Christ. They come to Zion to find 
a home where the Gospel has been preached for the last two 
hundred years. If Christ tarries, may Zion’s future members be 
faithful to the Gospel… even two hundred years from now. 

MINISTERS OF ZION CHURCH

James White Stephenson, D.D. 
(1791 in South Carolina to 1831 in Tennessee)

James Morrison Arnell (1832-1850)
Hugh Shaw (1839-1839)

Duncan Brown, D.D. (1850-1851)
Daniel G. Doak (1850-1855)

A. A. Doak (1856-1856)
John Thilman Hendrick (1857-1860)

William Mack (1860-1862)
C. Foster Williams (1864-1865)

Samuel Woodbury Mitchell (1865-1888)
E. D. Viser (1888-1888)

C. Foster Williams (1888-1889)
R. Mark Kennedy (1889-1892)

Samuel Percy Hawes, D.D. (1893-1911)
David Burr Gregory (1911-1913)

Clyde Johnson (1913-1923)
John Richard McCree, D.D. (1924-1940)

David Lloyd O’Neal (1941-1943)
Cecil VanMeter Crabb, D.D. (1944-1950)

Wilburn McCree Ford (1950-1973)
Robert Louis LaMay (1973-1975)
Roland Morris Travis (1975-1978)
Taylor Cole McGown (1979-1981)
Donald Lee Johnson (1982-1987)
Alvin Bruce Jeffers (1988-1990)

J. Arch Warren (1991- )
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As every Sunday school child knows, the church is not the 
collection of bricks and mortar, but rather the people called by God 
to be His own.  However, Zion Presbyterian Church has been 
blessed with tremendous physical accommodations, “bricks and 
mortar” which make worship here a unique experience.  Over the past 
two hundred years, the church has met in three different structures.  

THE LOG MEETING HOUSE

The first was a log meeting house built even before the settlers built 
their own homes. It took them only one week in August 1807 to 
construct the building which one account described in this manner:

BRICKS AND MORTAR
I was glad when they said to me, 

“Let us go to the house of the Lord!” 
Psalm 122:1

The fireplace took up one entire end of the building. 
They had rousing fires in cold weather. The women 
with little children were seated nearest the fireplace; 
the old men were honored with the seats near the 
wall where they could lean back; the young men and 
young ladies next in front of them, and the boys of 
restless age were placed in the center where batteries 
of eyes could play on them from all quarters.

 “Old Zion Church, Columbia, Tenn.”
 Postcard published by Friersons Book Sellers, Columbia, 1907

Once the community was more established, they began to look 
forward to replacing the log structure with a proper church.
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CURRENT CHURCH BUILDING

By 1841, the building had fallen into disrepair, and the 
congregation was not sure whether to repair the building or to 
build a new one. In 1846, however, the church decided to accept 
money through subscriptions, or pledges. By November, $4000 had 
been pledged to create the third – and current – house of worship.

FIRST BRICK CHURCH

In 1811, the congregation met and decided “to provide ways and 
means for building a brick church.” To pay for it, they estimated 
the total costs of building materials and divided it among the 
members in proportion to their taxable property. 
 Although church records do not discuss the accuracy of 
their original estimates, records do itemize the costs back in 
1811, when James Madison was president and rocks were 
measured by the “wagon-load.”  According to church documents, 
bricks were $6 per thousand, shingles $4 per thousand, rock 
$1 per wagon-load, lime 12 ½ cents per bushel, planks $1 per 
hundred feet, scantlings (upright timbers for framing) $1.25 per 
hundred feet. The total value of the bricks was $582.30, which 
means they estimated a need for 9,705 bricks. 
 Sadly, no sketch or drawing of this second building exists, 
and the design and dimensions are not known.  However, 
Chancellor W. S. Fleming, who was born in 1816 (three years 
after the building’s construction) and attended the church, 
wrote that “it was a most curiously constructed brick church 
which stood about the center of the cemetery.”  The unusual 
structure had wings of wood extending the entire length of the 
main body of the brick building. While the main body had a 
brick floor, the wings (reserved for black congregants) had dirt 
floors. Caroline O’Reilly Nicholson, who attended in 1828 
and 1829,  provided a clue to the church’s arrangement in her 
memoirs.  She wrote that Parson Stephenson had a “venerable 
appearance in the tall pulpit which stood at the entrance of the 
church. The pews were so arranged that the congregation faced 
the front door and could conveniently see all who entered late.”

Zion Church, pre-1930

 At a church meeting on November 30, congregants 
discussed an appropriate site for nearly the whole day. Church 
records show that “after several votes were taken, it was decided 
that the majority of the congregation was for building the new 
house within the bounds of the old churchyard. A proposition 
was then submitted to compromise upon a location to suit the 
views of all and it was finally unanimously resolved to build the 
new church immediately north of the old church and extend the 
bounds of the present churchyard.” The church – this time three 
stories high, with a basement and a balcony – was completed in 
March 1849. The first service in the new building was held 
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on Saturday, April 7, 1849, the day before Spring Communion. 
The total cost for the building was about $5000, but the real 
cost was estimated at closer to $7000, accounting for the 
enormous amount of slave labor contributed by their owners.

THE SANCTUARY

Slaves worshiped in the balcony, called a “gallery,” which was 
only accessible from outside the church. The high pulpit enabled 

the pastor to address the entire 
congregation from an elevated 
position. This pulpit, however, 
was replaced in 1893 when a 
cabinet maker in Columbia 
created the pulpit which is still 
in use today.  A committee of 
men from the church, under the 
guidance of James R. Lanius, 
oversaw the creation of the new 
pulpit.  The smaller chairs, which 
sit on either side of the pulpit, 
were purchased at a later date.
 The wood from the original 
pulpit was turned into a small 

registry table, which sits in the rear of the 
church today.  This wood was highly valued by 
the settlers, who brought it over the mountains 
from South Carolina.
      The columns in the sanctuary were hewn 
from cedar logs taken from the property.  On 
the solid columns are oil lamps. The original 

ornate chandeliers hang in the center of the sanctuary. When the 
lighting system was renovated for electricity in the 1930s, the 
chandelier lamps were wired using the original glass shades. The 
church’s first electric bill was $1.50.

James Lanius

Sanctuary photo from 1926 Nashville Banner

Sanctuary, turn of the century
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  The handmade, poplar pews in the sanctuary are also 
original to the 1849 church building.  A divider separates the 
left and right sides of the sanctuary, which served as fortification 

for the structures, 
not – as commonly 
believed – to 
separate genders.  
 The seating 
in the pews was 
not on a “first 
come, first served” 
basis.  In fact, each 
pew was rented to 
church members 
to provide a 
dependable and 
steady source of 
income.  Names 
were placed in a 
hat for a drawing 
to determine which 
congregants got 
to rent the most 
desirable pews.  

The ones nearest the pulpit cost the most to rent, while the ones 
further back cost the least.  A church document describes the hat 
drawing and the gallant Mr. Mayes:

Because pew rental could have been very off-putting to visitors, 
Zion church members decided to let visitors sit where ever 
they wanted – as if all the pews were vacant. Another benefit to 
visiting the church was being able to hitch a horse to any post 
or tree in the hitch yard, a precursor to the modern custom of 
having “Visitor” parking spaces.
 The pipe organ was purchased in Louisville, Kentucky, 
in 1899 from Henry Pilcher’s Sons, a renowned pipe organ 
business established 1832.  Originally, it was hand pumped by 
“Uncle” Andy Brown, a former slave who faithfully served the 
church as sexton. In 1985, the organ was reconditioned – the 

oak refinished, the pipes repainted 
in the original colors, and the billows 
restored.     
       Today the organ has an electric 
pump, but can be hand-pumped if 
desired or necessary.  When the power 
went out during a storm in 1990s, 
congregants decided to hand pump 
the organ so they could carry on with 
the service.  Edwin Couch pumped the 
organ for the service and concluded 
that Uncle Andy Brown must have 
been very strong indeed.

“Uncle” Andy, 1926

“It is said that the first choice was drawn 
by Mr. Whitfield Mayes, who after 
selecting the one he wanted, found that 
it was much desired by Mrs. Margaret 
Fleming; he very gallantly gave way 
to her and selected another, which was 
much desired by Mrs. Charlotte Wilson, 
and to her he again yielded, and made 
another selection.” 
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The church building has very unusual and costly leaded mosaic 
stained-glass windows which are believed to be the early work 
of Louis Comfort Tiffany. Installed in 1895, the strikingly 
beautiful windows line both stories of the sanctuary. They 
are identical except for one memorial window dedicated to 
the honor of Mr. and Mrs. 
Frederick Watkins.  These 
windows have a geometric 
symbol which is supposed to 
represent God’s omniscience, 
the ever-open “Eye of God.”  
The balcony window at 
the front of the church has 
a different, more detailed 
stained-glass pattern.
 Originally, the choir sang 
in the back of the church.  
However, in the late 1800s, 
it moved to the front, where 
it still is today. In 1918, 
restrooms were added in the 
rear corners of the church 
underneath the stairs to the 
balcony. The church remained 
in this configuration until 
1972, with Sunday school 
classes being held in the 
corners of the sanctuary. In 
1972, an annex was added to 
the north side of the church. Doors on both sides of the choir 
loft led to the annex, which held Sunday school classrooms, the 
pastor’s study, the nursery, and restrooms.
 In 1987, the church completed an extensive renovation of 
the sanctuary. A committee oversaw repainting the walls in their 
original color, enlarging the choir loft, and raising the organ. The 

The following is a list of pew numbers and names of those who selected 
them on March 26, 1849.

  1.  Free
  2.  Ruth Williams
  3.  James Jones
  4.  Free
  5.  E. M. Frierson
  6.  J. M. Arnell
  7.  D. F. Wilson
  8.  Robert Wilson
  9.  G. W. Mayes
10.  D. C. Brown
11.  E. R. Douglass
12.  R. Sansom
13.  J. D. Blakely
14.  M. L. Fleming
15.  J. W. Frierson
16.  M A. E. Frierson
17.  Jno. F. Pattillo
18.  A.  Gholson
19.  J. G. Hoffman
20.  J. M. Dickey
21.  E. H. Bingham
22.  J. E. Stephenson
23.  D. D. McFall
24.  James Dobbin
25.  E. C.  Frierson

26.  A. M. Wingfield 
27.  J. C. O’Reilly
28.  J. D. Fleming
29.  D.R. Arnell
30.  J. H. Frierson
31.  J. W. Frierson
32.  R. W. Dobbin
33.  W. G. Armstrong
34.  M. D. Cooper
35.  Mary Mayes
36.  Pastor’s Pew
37.  Free
38.  Free
39.  J. B. Pillow
40.  
41.  J. B.  Frierson
42.  
43.  W. E. Kennedy
44.  S. H. Stephenson
45   R. L.  Frierson 
46.  J. S. Fleming
47.  S. H. Armstrong
48.  W. T. Armstrong
49.  W. O. Armstrong
50.  W. H. Webb

51.  S. Dodd  Frierson
52.  J. A. Fleming
53.  T. G. Frierson
54.  F. A. Hill
55.
56.  G. C. Williamson
57.  J. G. Dobbin
58.  B. R. Frierson  
59.  Ira E. Brown
60.  E. M. Matthews
61.  J. N. Brown
62.  F. H. Watkins
63.  J. E. Harlan
64.  D. Frierson
65.  J. M. S. Mayes
66.  F. G. Webster
67.
68.  
69.  L.  Oatman 
70.  W. J. Webster
71.  Free
72.
73.
74.

Sketch of church pew assignment and listing of names with pew numbers transcribed from 
the History of the Origin and Progress of Zion Congregation, page 146
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glass.  It was given to Martha Frierson Mitchell (1841-1920) 
by her Sunday school class. Each student created a square 
and embroidered their initials on the quilt. (Interestingly, 
the gold pieces of fabric were taken from uniforms of 
Confederate soldiers.)  Additionally, the parlor houses some 
old, leatherbound books from Dr. Stephenson’s library.  There 
are also bookshelves that were created from an oak tree that 
fell in 1984.  The tree, which was estimated to be 800 years old 
at the time of its toppling, was the last remnant of the original 
forest.  A portrait of notable congregant Samuel Watkins hangs 
proudly on the wall. 

COMMUNION ARTIFACTS

Zion used to have communion tokens.  This 
custom originated when John Calvin suggested 
token use could help insure that no one 
unworthily took of the Lord’s Supper.  Tokens 
were first used by the French in 1560, by the 
Dutch in 1586, and by the English and Irish 
by the end of the sixteenth century (when 
authorities wanted to keep tabs on who 
conformed to the state church).  But the Presbyterian churches 
of Scotland most widely used tokens, a tradition Zion Church 

followed. The church 
held Saturday morning 
services before 
Sacrament Sunday to 
allow parishioners to 
examine themselves 
in the light of God’s 
Word lest they partake 
unworthily of the 
Lord’s Supper. 

pews were refinished and supplied with new cushions, and a 
new carpet completed the refreshed look. New lights under the 
balconies brightened the room, and a new sound system brought 
the worship into the modern era.
 The most recent renovation to the sanctuary has been the 
expansion of the choir loft to accomodate the needs of our 
growing choir.

THE PARLOR

In 1993, a wall between two of the classrooms was removed 
to create a new parlor, a place for people to gather.  The parlor 

houses many of the 
church’s artifacts, 
including a 
chair that once 
belonged to the 
Reverend Stephenson, 

Zion’s first pastor. Apparently, 
his nervous habit of tapping 
his knife drilled a hole right 
through the arm of the chair.  
Also, a friendship quilt hangs 
on the wall beneath protective 

The Reverend Stephenson’s chair in the 
parlor.  Inset: Chair arm with hole

New side extensions to the choir loft

Early communion service
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 The Turner-Fleming Museum, dedicated in 1965, houses 
numerous articles connected with the early settlers and history 
of Zion Church and Maury County. The building was originally 
Stephenson Academy, which closed in the 1920s. The museum 
is named after Judge W. B. Turner, an elder who assembled and 
displayed the articles, and Robert Fleming, who contributed a 
great deal of money to maintain the museum. Judge Turner’s  
work has been continued by Mr. Hal Morgan, also an elder 
of Zion Church, who has worked faithfully and tirelessly to 
preserve the history of this place. 

Collection plate made from 
wood settlers brought from 
South Carolina.

x

The tokens were issued to attendants who returned them 
the next morning. The practice was discontinued in 1833 by 
action of the session.  The church still has the original pewter 
communion service that was brought by the first settlers from 
the Kingstree church in South Carolina. Later a silver service 

with four goblets was used as 
a common cup. China plates 
for the communion bread 
were brought from the British 
Isles when the settlers came to 
South Carolina.

ADDITIONAL BUILDINGS

There are other buildings on the “campus” of  Zion Presbyterian 
Church, including the Brown-Fulton Building. It opened in 
October 1991 and houses a fellowship hall, a kitchen, and 
classrooms that are shared by the church and Zion Christian 
Academy. The kitchen is currently under renovation to better 
serve the growing school and church functions.  In order to 
facilitate this renovation and the addition of a new wing of 
classrooms,  modern bricks are being purchased in a new pledge 
drive which had obtained 2 million dollars by June of 2007.
 The manse was built in 1900 on a tract of land bought 
from Mrs. Lizzie Dobbins with the proceeds of the sale of the 
original manse one mile west of the church (the home was 
sold to Sam Watkins). It has since been converted to offices 
and Sunday school classrooms, and is called the Armstrong-
Ford Building, after the faithful Sunday school teacher Annie 
Barton Armstrong and one of Zion’s most beloved pastors, the 
Reverend Wilborn Ford.

Through God’s grace, there has been a worshiping church 
on this site, without interruption, through the Civil War and 
the major wars of this century.  And – to borrow a popular 
phrase from Pastor Warren’s sermons – for this we should say, 
“Hallelujah, praise His holy name.”
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Turner-Fleming Museum

The W. B. Turner Museum was dedicated in 1965.   The 
museum is housed in the former Stephenson Academy building 
north of the church.
     Judge Turner, an  elder in Zion Church and a county judge, 
is due most of the credit of assembling and displaying of 
articles which mainly came from the older members of Zion 
Church.  They also gave financial assistance to help establish 
the museum.  The museum contains numerous items connected  
with the early settlers and the early history of Zion Church and 
Maury County.  Among the collection is Judge Turner’s top hat 
and gold topped walking cane and many other items of clothing, 
tools, pictures, and letters.
     After the death of Judge Turner, the museum was used 
temporarily as a storage area.  During this time some articles 
were lost.  Herc and Harriet Bolton, Hal and Audrey Morgan, 
Elizabeth Queener, Allyne Queener Massey, and Robert 
Fleming saw the need to restore the museum in 1991.  After 
much work  and financial help from the group, the museum 
became what it is today.
     The museum was renamed the Turner-Fleming Museum in 
honor of  Robert Fleming who gave generously of his time and 

financial resources to the museum.  As a result air conditioning 
was later added.
     At present Hal and Audrey Morgan are the guardians of the 
museum. They supervise adding new items to the collection and 
the upkeep as it is needed. They  along with others have helped 
to make theTurner-Fleming 
Museum a memorial to Zion 
Church and the community.

Hal and Audrey Morgan 
standing under a portrait of 

Judge Turner in the museum.

Museum Artifacts:
A saddle such as the type George Dickey used 
when he traveled carrying $15,360 to purchase 
Zion’s 5,000 acres from General Greene’s heirs.

Early carpet remants from the sanctu-
ary. Floral design, at left, known to be 
from the turn of the century. Below, a 
woven mat-type covering found under 

a 2x4 during 
renovations.
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THE CHURCHYARD
Teach us to number our days,

That we may gain a heart of wisdom.
Psalm 90:12

The Zion Cemetery is the final resting home of 
members of the church and descendents of its original 
founders. When pioneer Robert Frierson passed away near 
Franklin in 1808, (before the end of the settlers’ journey) 
his last request was to be buried in the Zion churchyard. 
Since then nearly 2000 people have been laid to rest in the 
cemetery. There lie the founders of the church–the men, 
women, and children who struggled to make this land a 
home. With them are countless others who have joined 
the Zion family over the last two hundred years–including 
veterans of numerous wars, several Zion pastors, countless 
church members, and slaves. Gazing at the entire cemetery is 
a moving experience as is walking among the great variety of 
tombstones and markers, each with a history and a personal 
connection to Zion.
 The churchyard was enclosed by a stone wall in 1867, 
but it eventually fell into disrepair and was replaced in 1903 
by an iron fence with a bequest by Mrs. Adaline Frierson 
Armstrong. Her granddaughter, Mrs. Alyne Queener 
Massey, has continued to maintain the cemetery by repairing 
the fence and making several improvements, including 
building the Queener-Massey Mausoleum, which sits in the 
northwest corner of the cemetery.Zion Churchyard, photograph from a full front-page article 

published in the  November 7, 1926 issue of The Nashville Banner  

Script from History of the Origin and Progress of Zion Congregation
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Here, too, in 1999 the session placed a monument belatedly 
honoring their hard work and service to the community. The 
monument reads:

This tablet
 is erected in

 memory, honor,
 esteem and appreciation of 

those who lie here – men, women
 and children–named and
 unnamed whose toil and
 tears enriched the soul
 of the Zion settlement

 and without whose
 efforts this community
 could not have servived

 and prospered. 

Session 
Zion Presbyterian Church 

1999 

Before construction on the recent primary school addition began, 
the church hired a company to scan the property for gravesites to 
insure their protection. The scans revealed that the slave cemetery 
holds several unmarked graves. 

THE SLAVE CEMETERY

Just as the black people sat apart in the gallery of the church, 
they were laid to rest in a separate area of the cemetery. To the 
east of the churchyard, there is a grove of trees where several 
slaves were buried without permanent markers. Today a 
monument marks their 
place, honoring them 
for their service and 
singling out Daddy 
Ben, a much-loved 
slave who risked his 
life to save his master. 
North of this site, a 
slave cemetery remains 
with many tombstones 
still standing. Some 
bear only a single 
name, others provide a 
last name, and one says 
“servant and Christian.” 

Gravestone and Revolutionary War 
marker of Robert Frierson, first person 
to be buried in Zion’s churchyard

54 55



MINISTERS AND WIVES BURIED 
IN ZION CEMETERY

Lewis Randolph Amis
 and wife, Agnes Jane Fulton Amis

James Morrison Arnell  
and wife, Jane Frierson Mayes Arnell

Duncan Brown
 and wives, Mary Frierson Brown, 

Susannah Frierson Brown, Jane C. Brown

J. Simpson Frierson
 and wife, Harriet  Muel  Frierson

William James Frierson
 and wife, Rebecca McBride Frierson

John Thilman Hendrick
 and wife, Mary Frances Mayes Hendrick

Clyde Johnson
 and wife, Frances Steenbergen Johnson 

Hugh Shaw

James White Stephenson
 and wife, Mary Frierson Stephenson

General Hancock Turpin
 and wife, Mary Elizabeth Frierson Turpin

C. Foster Williams
 and wife, Elizabeth Armstrong Williams

Samuel Percy Hawes
and wife, Christine Watkins Hawes

ZION CEMETERY ASSOCIATION

The Zion Cemetery Association, formed in 1924, regulates 
and maintains the churchyard.  The members are elected by the 
congregation and choose the location for new gravesites. The first 
four cemetery rules adopted by the association in 1924 were:

Rule I No person descended from an original member of Zion 
Church shall be denied the right of burial in this Cemetery.

Rule II No person who is identified with the Zion Congregation 
either as a church member, or by aiding in the support of the 
Gospel, or immediate member of such family shall be denied the 
right of burial in this Cemetery.

Rule III No stranger (or minor child of such) who has a 
husband or wife or child buried in this Cemetery shall be denied 
the right of burial in this Cemetery.

Rule IV No poor unfortunate stranger dying in our midst shall 
be denied the right of burial in this Cemetery.

The Zion Cemetery Association continues to assure all the 
gravesites are tended and the churchyard is a beautiful, dignified 
place. Walking through the “God’s Acre,” as cemeteries are 
sometimes called, is a modern reminder of the old Latin saying 
“memento mori”—remember you are dying. Entering the church 
acts as a reminder there is a Savior who has conquered death and 
promises resurrection to eternal life.



THE AMERICAN REVOLUTION
James Armstrong
Alexander Feris
Joshua Frierson
Robert Frierson
Samuel Frierson

William Frierson, Jr.
Benjamin Harper

Joseph Linn
William Linn

William Littlefield
Major John Macon
David Matthews
John Matthews

Dr. Samuel Mayes
James White Stephenson

William Walston
William Watkins

THE WAR OF 1812
Matthew Delamere Cooper
Major John Dickey Fleming
Gen. Samuel H. Williams

SEMINOLE WAR OF 1836
J. M. S. Mayes

THE CONFEDERATE ARMY
(INCLUDING THE HOME GUARD)

Lewis Randolph Amis
George Dickey Armstrong

Capt. James Gray Armstrong
Moses Gordon Armstrong

Samuel Henry Armstrong, Sr.
Samuel Henry Armstrong, Jr.

William Osgood Armstrong
William Lewis Arnell

Thomas Barnes
William “Willie” Barnes

Robert Brank
Samuel H. Bratton

Felix Brown
Samuel Tennant Brown

Solomon Bunch
Charles E. Burton

Thomas Joseph Carthell
Gordon Thomas Cecil

Addison Cooper
Duncan Brown Cooper
Flavis Frierson Cooper

Thomas S. Cooper
Joseph E. Dixon

Albert Newton Dobbins
Alexander Dobbins

Robert Wilson Dobbins
Merrell Embrey
Willie Embrey

James Armstrong Fleming
James Sydney Fleming
Thomas Scott Fleming
William Stuart Fleming

Edward C. Frierson
Col. Elias Currin Frierson
Francis Legard Frierson

Franklin Witherspoon Frierson
Henry Frierson
James Frierson

James Armstrong Frierson
John Henry Frierson

John J. Frierson
Leonidas Frierson

Robert Luther Frierson
Samuel Wickliffe Frierson

Theodore Frierson
William James Frierson, Jr.

The Reverend William James Frierson
Willis Rodney Frierson
William James Fulton

Benjamin Harlan
The Reverend John Thilman Hendrick

James Hill
E. Hunter (Stranger)

E. James/Janes/Jones (Stranger)
Willis Coleman Jones

Capt. Archibald A. Lipscomb
General Matthew Martin
Albert Wingfield Mayes
George Whitfield Mayes

Henry Scott Mayes
John Julius Mayes

Samuel Woodbury Mitchell
David Dobbins McFall

William Hamlett McFall
Henry Clay McGaw
John Presley McGaw
Amon A. McMillan

Augustus A. McMillan
Lemon Oatman

C. H. Porterfield (Stranger)
Joseph John Robinson
William W. Robinson

John James Sellars
Augustus Franklin Sowell

Capt.John James Stephenson
Sam. McClelland Stephenson
William White Stephenson

J. W. B. Thomas
William Vance Thompson, Jr.

Clark Tyndal
Robert Gale Walker

David Frierson Watkins
Samuel Rush Watkins

John James Wilson
F. Youree (Stranger)

Five Others Unknown

5958

SOLDIERS BURIED IN ZION CEMETERY



WORLD WAR II
Lewis Randolph Amis

Maury D. Armstrong  Jr. 
Tennant Bledsoe Brown

Benjamin Frierson 
Nathaniel Caldwell

James Cummins Couch  Sr.
Cecil Van Meter Crabb

Zachary Taylor Dismukes
William A. Dobbins

Robert Wilson Fleming
Stuart Swope Fleming

Meade Frierson  III
J. Dawson Frierson Jr.

Porter Frierson  Jr.

John W.  Frierson V
Franklin Fulton

Elmer Bumpas King Jr.
Dr. Earl  Lowery
James McConkey

Edwin McIver
Jack P. Morgan Sr. 
Donald Sistrunk

Fredrick May Stephenson
William Frierson (Billy) Stephenson

James Swann
Jack Waldrop

Dr. J. B. Woods

KOREAN WAR
Zachary Taylor Dismukes

Thomas Jerry Dawson
William P. (Billy)  Frierson

Alexander Pullen
Jack Waldrop

VIETNAM WAR
Nathaniel Caldwell

John Killebrew Early
James G. Killebrew

WORLD WAR I
Willis Frierson Armstrong

Matt Martin Cayce
Charles Ingram Cecil
James Gardner Cecil

Melvin Eichelberger Dawson
William Clarence Dixon

Jessie Fuller Dugger

Charles Foster Fleming
Thomas Scott Fleming

Elmer Bumpas King
George Lipscomb McFall

John Stephenson Thompson
Frederick May. Stephenson

John Stuart Stephenson

x
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Education is not just another aspect of Zion’s heritage 
– it has been a mission from the beginning.  The first Zion 
families, who were devoted to educating the children in the 
“Society” and community, established a school that met in the 
church soon after the settlement was founded.  In fact, James 
K. Polk of Columbia was a student in the school when it was 
headed by Samuel P. Black.  Polk had no formal education 
before Zion, and of course, went on to be the Governor of 
Tennessee and then the eleventh president of the United States. 

EARLY SCHOOLS

An early group from the Zion community built a boys’ school 
called Stephenson Academy in honor of the first pastor, James 
White Stephenson, in 1838. Initially the school had two 
departments, English and classical, but later the school closed 
its classics department as it was hard to find teachers for these 
subjects. In 1850, bricks from the second church building 
were used to build the Female Academy across the road from 
the church. These schools closed during the Civil War, but 
Stephenson Academy reopened and despite burning and being 
rebuilt remained operational well into the 1920s. Its building 
now houses the Turner-Fleming Museum.

A LEGACY OF
ACADEMICS

Train up a child in the way he should go;
even when he is old he will not depart from it.

Proverbs 22:6
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After Stephenson Academy closed, Zion Presbyterian Church 
presented a deed to the Maury County School Board in 1927 
for the land across the road from the church. They used this site 
for a county public school until 1954 when the church bought 
the land and building back from the county.  The facility was a 
community center for the next twenty years. 

ZION CHRISTIAN ACADEMY

In 1979, the Zion session renewed the vision for Christian 
academic excellence for children of the congregation and 
community.  They established Zion Christian Academy which 
held classes in the former county school 
building with one teacher, Miss Lou Banks 
Fulton, and twenty-one students in grades 
one through eight. As a non-denominational 
school, ZCA’s board of directors is 
accountable to the Zion Church session and 
must include three Zion elders. In addition, 
all board members are interviewed by the 
Zion pastor to assure they profess faith and 
affirm Scriptural authority.  

Zion School 1901-1902
Teacher – Miss Mattie Roe Webster

Zion School children in front of the church, late 1800s
Teacher – Miss Ida Armstrong

The Female Academy Building

Former county school building, home  
of the ZCA Preschool in recent years
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 The school struggled to grow–with 
enrollment slipping below twenty in 1988.  
However, enrollment doubled by 1990, 
and the school needed a larger facility.  At 
the same time Zion Presbyterian Church 
wanted a fellowship hall. Combining 
resources, the school and church split the 
cost and built the Brown-Fulton Building 
in 1991.  The building was named after 
Tennant Brown and Franklin Fulton–two 
men who had faithfully served Zion as 
elders for many years. Both were also 
descendents of the church founders. 
The eight classrooms and multi-purpose 
room housed all the students except 
the kindergarteners, whose classrooms 
remained in the former county school 
across the road.
      The school continued to grow– so 
much that by 1996 the thirty-eight faculty 
and staff members numbered more than 
the entire student body just seven years 

Dobbins Hall

earlier.  With 250 students, many of whom were of high-school 
age, a secondary campus was built. The session dedicated forty 
acres to the school on Old Zion Road adjacent to the historic 
Female Academy.  In January 1997 Dobbins Hall opened.  It 
was named after Robert Wilson Dobbins, former owner of the 
land and a descendent of the founders. It had nine classrooms 
accommodating grades seven through twelve, five offices, and a 
multi-purpose room. 
 The Student Activity Center 
opened in January 2003,  giving the 
school a music room, science and 
computer labs, and a gymnasium 
with a stage.  Armed with the new 
facilities, ZCA requested and received 
membership into the TSSAA in 
the 2002-2003 school year.  Soon 
it offered varsity and middle school 
football, basketball, baseball, softball, 
soccer, volleyball, cross country 
and cheerleading.  Additional  
extracurricular activities included 
band, choir, drama, and debate.Brown-Fulton Building

Don Wahlman
ZCA Headmaster

Tennant Brown

Franklin Fulton
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SOARING TO NEW HEIGHTS

In 2006, the school began a campaign, “Soaring to New 
Heights,” a two and a half million dollar construction project, 
to increase the size of both the primary and secondary 
campuses. The church, ever true to the mission, donated a 
half million dollars.  In God’s providence, ZCA inherited an 
estate liquidation that yielded another $1.2 million. The school 
plans to occupy the new facilities this year, during the 200th 
anniversary of the church.  It is yet another example of the 
continuing witness of the providence of God. 

Entrance to ZCA’s new elementary campus under construction in May 2007

 Since 1979, the growth of Zion Christian Academy has 
been explosive and the speed blinding.  But God has kept the 
focus of ZCA as sharp as ever.  The need to glorify God in 
every aspect of life is paramount.  In fact, that desire is the only 
thing that has grown bigger, faster, and stronger than the visible 
school.  May it always be so.
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students.  She was a woman of faith and loved God’s Word, reading it 
all the way through each year.  In addition, she read the New Testament 
through a second time each year.
 Lou Banks served as organist and Sunday school teacher at Zion 
for many years. After she was diagnosed with cholangio carcinoma, a 
rare liver cancer, she continued to play the organ each Sunday until she 
went into the hospital for her final days.
 As she approached her death less than six months after the 
diagnosis, she wrote a letter to her friends and to the church telling 
of her strong faith in Christ and her eager anticipation of her future 
in heaven. She thanked them all for their prayers and kindness to 
her. Less than three weeks after sending the letter, she was gone. She 
passed away on October 8, 1999. 
 As she was facing her final days, she received numerous cards and 
letters from those whose lives she had touched. One of them read, “I 
am going to remember you through my life because you were so good 
and kind to me.” Another, from her nephew, read:  “When I see your face 
in my mind, I see one of the greatest 
teachers a kid could ever have or want.  I 
will always want to live my life like you 
have and seek God the way you seek him.”

Lou Banks Fulton 1943 — 1999

“A life from beginning to end, while 
lived for others, was above all things, a life 
lived for God’s glory alone.”  This was the 
way Zion’s pastor Arch Warren described 
the life of Miss Louisa Eubanks Fulton, 
known to all of us as “Lou Banks.”  
 A well-loved and respected person 
of  Zion’s recent past, Lou Banks 
served Zion Presbyterian Church as 
both teacher and musician.  She was 
the great-great granddaughter of Paul 
Fulton, one of the first settlers and 

elders of Zion.  Her great grandfather Sam Watkins was the author 
of Company Atych. Daughter of Franklin and Ruth Fulton, Lou Banks 
grew up in the doors of Zion Church, active in choir, youth, piano 
accompaniment, Bible School, and Sunday school.   
 She graduated from high school in 1961 and went on to receive a 
Bachelor of Arts from Southwestern where she majored in voice and 
organ. She earned her Master’s Degree in Christian Education from 
Presbyterian School of Christian Education in Richmond, Virginia. 
She spent the next several years serving as organist and choir director 
at various churches. She also taught school. 
 When Zion Christian Academy was established in 1979, she 
moved back to Columbia and became the only teacher, initially 
teaching grades one through six by herself.  She taught there for twenty 
years, until her death in 1999. Although she never married, many felt 
that she had hundreds of children because of all the students whom she 
loved and taught. Her students recall her excellent teaching – singing, 
learning Scriptures, and her loving control of the classroom. 
 Lou Banks was known for her authenticity as a Christian and for her 
depth of character.  She was known for her thoughtfulness, for example, 
in sending over 100 birthday cards each year to friends and former 

Above: Lou Banks at Zion’s organ

Left: Lou Banks with her parents, 
Franklin and Ruth Fulton

written by her sister, Ruth Hill McAllister
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ZION CHURCH TODAY

Today, Zion is a church family of about 300 people 
– several of whom are descendents of the first settlers. Of 
course, many new families seek to join this “cloud of witnesses” 
who rest on the authority of Scripture and cling to the shelter 
of the Almighty. As the foundation of the church structure has 
withstood the tests of time, so has its theological doctrine. 

STATEMENT OF FAITH 

Redeemed by His blood, alive in His resurrection, Zion 
Presbyterian Church believes the Bible to be God’s Word, 
infallible, holy, and inspired – the only rule of faith and practice. 
It holds to the truth as taught in the Scripture, enlightened by 
the Holy Spirit, to the glory of God the Father. It accepts the 
standards of the Westminster Confession and its Catechism as 
systematically set forth in the doctrines of Scripture. 

Although these are times of accelerating change, at least two 
things will endure forever – the Word of God and the souls of 
men. The people of Zion believe men are exceedingly sinful but 
God is abundantly merciful. His grace is sufficient to bring His 
people home to Him.  

For the Lord is good;
His steadfast love endures forever,

and His faithfulness to all generations.
  Psalm 100:5

2007
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Mrs. Jack (Martha) Morgan, Church Member
Mrs. Bob (Elizabeth) Morgan, Church Member

Mr. Bob Morgan, Elder, Church Treasurer, 
and Trustee of Zion Cemetery Association

Olivia Cochran Thompson 
Church Member and 
Trustee of Zion Cemetery Association

Mrs. Hal (Audrey) Morgan, Church Member
Mr. Franklin Armstrong, Church Member - recently deceased

Mr. Hal Morgan, Elder Emeritus and 
Trustee of Zion Cemetery Association

The Maury Armstrong Family
Church Members

Emmaclaire Audrey, Shawn, 
Benjamin, Maury, and Porter

Ruth Hill Fulton McAllister 
Trustee Zion Cemetery Association 
pictured with her sister, 
Dixie Fulton Williamson

The Bobby McIver Family, Church Members 
Bobby and Ruth McIver,

 daughter, Elizabeth (McIver) and Mark Cooper
sons, Rob and Matthew McIver

ZION DESCENDENTS IN 2007 

The people pictured on these pages are direct descendents of the 
Zion settlers who participate in the church and its ministries today.
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Every year, a group of members goes on a mission trip where they 
complete construction projects, give medical care, or conduct 
Bible schools. These trips bless both the recipients and our church 
members. Our church desires to be one of prayer and service. 

TODAY’S CHURCH FELLOWSHIP

Ever mindful of education, the church has an active Sunday 
school program, with classes for children and adults after 
regular worship service.  Numerous small groups meet every 
month and Bible study follows Wednesday night dinner. The 
church hosts a monthly family night at the new pavilion, which 
allows church members to gather and have fun. An active youth 
group focuses on teaching, fellowship, and community service. 
For example, the girls’ discipleship group regularly cleans the 
local crisis pregnancy and even the young children sing hymns 
at the local nursing home.

J. Arch Warren has 
served as pastor since 
May 1991. Prior to 
coming to Zion, he was 
the pastor of Christ 
Presbyterian Church in 
Sweetwater, Tennessee. 
Active in the presbytery and the denomination, he is 
also known in the community for his service with the 
Rotary Club and cheerful presence at the hospital, 
where he is frequently seen visiting the sick of the 
congregation. He has been married to his wife, Joyce, 
for fifty-five years, and they have seven children and 
twenty-four grandchildren. “Pastor Arch,” as he is 
called, has faithfully preached the Word of God to 
this congregation for sixteen years, and for this we say, 
as he does in his sermons, 

“Hallelujah, praise His holy name!”

The Pavillion

A mission-minded church, Zion reaches out to Maury 
County and the world.  Each year, Zion uses nearly fifty percent 
of all tithes and offerings to support numerous missions and 
benevolences, from a local prison ministry to missionaries 
in Senegal.  Obeying the Biblical command to take care of 
orphans, several Zion families have adopted children from the 
United States and from around the world into their families 
and God’s covenant. The church has a well-used adoption 
fund, which reduces the financial burden on adoptive families. 

OurPastor
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REFORMED UNIVERSITY FELLOWSHIP

Carol Arnold
Equipping Pastors International

Camille Holcomb
Dakar University, Senegal

Martin and Carol Puryear
Church Leadership Training

Jerry Sharpe
Partners in Asia Missions

Adam and Melissa Trout
Academia Los Pinares

Honduras

OTHER FOREIGN MISSION ORGANIZATIONS

Bryan and Kathy Bond
Tennessee Technological University

Cookeville, Tennessee

Fritz and Aimee Games
Middle Tennessee State University

Murfreesboro, Tennessee

Paul and Jill Joiner
University of Southern Florida

Tampa, Florida

Kevin and Wendy Twit
Belmont University
Nashville, Tennessee

Justin and Meredith Westmoreland
University of Tennessee at Martin

Martin, Tennessee

OUR LOCAL MINISTRIES

Good Samaritan
Maury Chaplain Ministries
Maury United Ministries

The Middle Tennessee Place of Hope Medical Clinic
A Place of Hope
Servant’s Heart

A Woman’s Place
Zion Christian Academy

OUR FOREIGN MISSIONARIES HOME MINISTRIES

MISSION TO NORTH AMERICA

Brian and Missy Howard
Church Planting Team

Bowling Green, Kentucky

Jan Buchanan
Dakar, Senegal

Carl and Becky Chaplin
MTW Main Office

Lewis and Elsbeth Codington
Christian Literature Crusade

Paul and Dawn Fisher
Mexico

John and Kathy Lesondak
Slovack Republic

Petrie and Ruth Mitchell
France

Steve and Amy Robertson
Mexico

Susan Sundeen
Mexico

MISSION TO THE WORLD

Andy and Bev Warren
Ethiopia
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THE SESSION IN 2007
Elders Bob Stoops, Bob Morgan, Don Wahlman, Danny Miracle, Montie Couch, George 
Nelson (Emeritus), Arch Warren, Mike Short, Buck Young, Hal Morgan (Emeritus), 
Terry Cook, Jimmy Couch, Joe Moore.  Not pictured are Elders Lawrence Kimbrough 
and John Kruckeberg.

CHURCH STAFF IN 2007
Karan Couch, Mark Holley, Arch Warren, Don Wahlman, Debbie Sides, Marilyn Adams

THE DIACONATE IN 2007
Deacons Michael Baltimore, Carlos Weinheimer, Paul Perryman, Jerry Houston, Paul 
Brenner, Peter Willems.  Not pictured are Deacons Steve Meservy, Thomas Quinn, and 
David Campbell and Emeritus Deacons Rufus Haygood, William Reed, Wayne Thomas 
and William Wall.

THE CHURCH OFFICE
The Armstrong-Ford Building, the former church manse, now houses the church offices.
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To walk into the Zion sanctuary, you must walk through 
the churchyard, through hundreds of graves of saints who have 
gone before us. They have found a resting place; while we ever 
strive “toward the goal to win the prize for which God has 
called [us] heavenward in Christ Jesus.” May the memory of 
these saints and the knowledge of our Savior, the Lord Jesus, 
encourage us to fight the fight that is before us and know that, in 
the end, grace will lead us home. And if the Lord tarries another 
two hundred years, may Zion still stand and may she still be a 
church resting on the authority of Scripture and the certainty of 

a Redeemer, Christ the Lord.

x

CONCLUSION
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ACKNOWLEDGEMENTS

The rich history of Zion Presbyterian Church has 
been passed down through families and written documents. 
Presbyterians are known for recounting tales of days gone by… 
and for keeping meticulous records. These written and oral 
sources present a picture of the Zion community, which we 
have tried to portray as accurately as possible.
 Thanks to the Zion descendents who shared their stories, 
pictures, and artifacts to make this book possible. A special 
thanks to Hal and Audrey Morgan, who have devoted so many 
years to preserving this history.  They shared the museum 
with us, relayed stories, inspired ideas, and provided pictures, 
documents, editorial talents, and time. Also appreciated was 
the invaluable material gleaned from Franklin Fulton’s lifelong 
historical collection. The following documents provided great 
insight into Zion’s history: History of the Origin and Progress of 
Zion Congregation, Records Zion Church from 1808-1851 Vol. 
I, Minutes of the Foreign Missionary Society, and the “Historical 
Sketch of Zion Church” by W. S. Fleming (1907). Quotations 
in the history sections come from these sources.
 Nearly two thousands souls have been laid to rest in the 
Zion churchyard – each one has a story and reflects the hand of 
God. While we wish all their stories – those of husbands and 
wives, parents and children, slaves and freemen – were in this 
book, we know many of their names are written in the Book of 
Life.  One day we will certainly meet them in the world to come.
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