
 
 

REFLECTION 
The Kingdom is to be in the midst of your enemies. And he who 
will not suffer this does not want to be of the Kingdom of Christ; 
he wants to be among friends, to sit among roses and lilies, not 
with the bad people but the devout people. 0 you blasphemers 
and betrayers of Christ! If Christ had done what you are doing 
who would ever have been spared? 

— Martin Luther 
 

For Jesus Christ alone is our unity. 'He is our peace.’ Through 
him alone do we have access to one another, joy in one 
another, and fellowship with one another. 

— Dietrich Bonhoeffer 
 
Transformation as the deeper vision of enemies and strangers 
becoming friends--and all becoming God's companions--takes 
time. A long time. More time then we have. The work is never 
done in our lifetime...Here and now, in the meantime, we take 
the time to do it well. In the meantime, we go into the gaps and 
lay down our lives. We choose to go far and not fast, taking the 
time to travel with companions. We do what we can by giving 
what we have, with love and excellence, even if our best is given 
to those things that seem small. For we have learned the 
significance of washing the feet of the one who will betray us and 
of going out of our way for the stranger by the side of the road. 

— Emmanuel Katongole 
 

CALL TO WORSHIP 
 

15 He is the image of the invisible God, the firstborn of all 
creation. 16 For by him all things were created, in heaven and on 
earth, visible and invisible, whether thrones or dominions or 
rulers or authorities—all things were created through him and for 
him. 17 And he is before all things, and in him all things hold 
together. 18 And he is the head of the body, the church. He is the 
beginning, the firstborn from the dead, that in everything he 
might be preeminent. 19 For in him all the fullness of God was 
pleased to dwell, 20 and through him to reconcile to himself all 
things, whether on earth or in heaven, making peace by the 
blood of his cross. 

— Colossians 1:15-20 
 

THE LORD’S DAY 

Sunday, June 28, 2020 10:30AM 

Fourth Sunday after Pentecost  



He is Exalted 
 

He is exalted,  
The King is exalted on high; 
I will praise Him 
He is exalted,  
Forever exalted 
And I will praise His name. 
 

He is the Lord 
Forever His truth shall reign 
Heaven and earth  
Rejoice in His holy name! 
He is exalted,  
The King is exalted on high. 
 

He is exalted,  
The King is exalted on high; 
I will praise Him 
He is exalted,  
Forever exalted 
And I will praise His name. 
 

He is the Lord 
Forever His truth shall reign 
Heaven and earth  
Rejoice in His holy name! 
He is exalted,  
The King is exalted on high 
He is exalted,  
The King is exalted on high 
 

CALL TO CONFESSION 
21 And you, who once were alienated and hostile in mind, doing 
evil deeds, 22 he has now reconciled in his body of flesh by his 
death, in order to present you holy and blameless and above 
reproach before him, 23 if indeed you continue in the faith, stable 
and steadfast, not shifting from the hope of the gospel that you 
heard, which has been proclaimed in all creation under 
heaven, and of which I, Paul, became a minister. 

— Colossians 1:21-23 
 

 
 

 
 
 



Oceans (Where Feet May Fail) 
 

You call me out upon the waters 
The great unknown  
where feet may fail 
And there I find You in the mystery 
In oceans deep my faith will stand 
 
And I will call upon Your name 
And keep my eyes above the waves 
When oceans rise 
My soul will rest in Your embrace 
For I am Yours and You are mine 
 
Your grace abounds  
in deepest waters 
Your sov'reign hand will be my guide 
Where feet may fail  
and fear surrounds me 
You've never failed  
And You won't start now 
 
And I will call upon Your name 
And keep my eyes above the waves 
When oceans rise 
My soul will rest in Your embrace 
For I am Yours and You are mine 
 
Spirit lead me  
Where my trust is without borders 
Let me walk upon the waters 
Wherever You would call me 
Take me deeper  
Than my feet could ever wander 
And my faith will be made stronger 
In the presence of my Savior (x3) 
 
And I will call upon Your name 
And keep my eyes above the waves 
When oceans rise 
My soul will rest in Your embrace 
For I am Yours and You are mine. 
 
 



THE WORD  

“Let not your hearts be troubled. Believe in God; believe also in 
me. 2 In my Father's house are many rooms. If it were not so, 
would I have told you that I go to prepare a place for you? 3 And if 
I go and prepare a place for you, I will come again and will take 
you to myself, that where I am you may be also. 4 And you know 
the way to where I am going.” 5 Thomas said to him, “Lord, we do 
not know where you are going. How can we know the 
way?” 6 Jesus said to him, “I am the way, and the truth, and the 
life. No one comes to the Father except through me. 7 If you had 
known me, you would have known my Father also. From now on 
you do know him and have seen him.” 
 
MESSAGE                        Christ, Chaos, and the Center that Holds 

                John 14:1-7 

         Pastor Mark Robinson 
 
 

COMMITMENT AND CONNECTION 
 

For you know the grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, that though he 
was rich, yet for your sake he became poor, so that you by his 
poverty might become rich.  

— 2 Corinthians 8:9  
 

You can click  here to make an offering via Givelify or PayPal.  
You can click here to access the online connection card. 
 

SENDING 
 

BENEDICTION AND CHARGE  
 

Let us go forth in peace, to love and serve our city in Jesus’ name! 
Alleluia! Amen! 
 

The pastors and other church leaders are available to pray with 
you or to answer questions about the Christian faith or Ascension 
Church. 
 

Bible verses from the English Standard Version (ESV), unless 
otherwise noted.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

http://ascensionforesthills.org/give
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLScjhWYfM3M9pn3JjOkl6c2-9B9_sIDM78qWX_ipGarmZzGY-g/viewform


 

CHURCH-WIDE COMMUNITY NEWS & EVENTS 
MEET TODAY’S SPEAKER | Originally from Pittsburgh, PA, Mark is 
a Teaching elder in the Metro NYC presbytery of the PCA and has 
served on music and ministerial staff of a number of PCA 
churches in New York, New Jersey, and Pennsylvania. Currently, 
he does itinerant preaching and teaches systematic theology 
part-time for the Reformed Presbyterian Theological Seminary in 
Pittsburgh. 
 
MEMBERSHIP CLASS| Pastor Michael will be holding membership 
classes in his backyard on select Thursday evenings in July and 
early August. 
 
RE-OPENING TEAM | As New York moves toward opening we are 
looking forward to a time in the next few weeks when we can 
meet in-person! In preparation for our return to in-person 
gatherings we need to start exploring options for where and how 
to meet. We are looking for volunteers to serve on our Re-
Opening Team to develop options that give us flexibility, while 
maintaining safety, as we move ahead.  
 
If you are interested in serving on this team, please indicate that 
in the connection card, and we'll reach out with details in the 
next few days. Contact: Roseann Kytka, Director of Logistics -
roseannkytka@gmail.com 
 
BEGINNER’S BIBLE STUDY | If you are curious about the Bible or 
Christianity, or have little or no experience reading the Bible, you 
might be interested in a new small group that is forming to help 
people learn how to read and understand the Bible. If you know 
someone who might be interested in such a group, please pass 
the word on to them. This group will be led by Pastor Michael and 
Eric Chacon. Indicate your interest on the Connection Card. 

PRAYER OF BELIEF 

 

Lord Jesus, I admit that I am weaker and more sinful than I ever before 

believed, but, through you, I am more loved and accepted than I ever 

dared hope. I thank you for paying my debt, bearing my punishment on 

the cross and offering forgiveness and new life. Knowing that you have 

been raised from the dead, I turn from my sins and receive you as 

Saviour and Lord. Amen. 

If you prayed this or if you have questions about it, please indicate this 

on the Connection Card.  

mailto:roseannkytka@gmail.com


 
BIBLE STUDY & GUIDED PRAYER | During the months of July and 
August, we plan to combine the weekly prayer meeting with the 
weekly growth group meetings.  Each Thursday evening we will 
meet by Zoom from 7:30-8:30PM for Bible study and prayer, 
using the current Thursday guide for prayer as our framework. 
The series will begin on Thursday, July 2, with a study of the Book 
of Galatians led by the Kew Gardens Growth Group. 
 
SOUL | “Soul” is a virtual group for pre-teens and teens to 
explore questions of life, faith, identity, and God. It is held on 
Thursday evenings starting @7:30PM. Contact 
roseannkytka@ascensionforesthills.org for the zoom link and for 
more information.  
 
“THE CHRISTIANS” READING | On Sunday, July 19 at 7:00pm, 
Ascension Church is sponsoring a free Zoom performance of the 
play “The Christians” by Broadway-produced playwright Lucas 
Hnath. It is being directed by members Thom and Virginia 
Harmon, and member Erin Layton will be one of the performers.  
This is a very challenging piece, raising important questions about 
the nature of the Gospel and how our understanding of it can 
both unite us or divide us.  There will be a panel discussion of 
these questions after the performance featuring Pastor Michael 
Kytka.  We expect to draw audience from outside of our church 
community, making this an excellent way to engage those who 
might be skeptical of organized religion. 
Visit  bit.ly/3eu7Mxi to RSVP and invite others.  
 
OFFERING | Please consider giving over and beyond your regular 
giving as an act of worship, an act of faith and gratitude, which 
strengthens the work and worship of Ascension Church. Ways to 
give: mail-in, Paypal, or Givelify. For more information, visit 
http://ascensionforesthills.org/give . 

mailto:roseannkytka@ascensionforesthills.org
http://bit.ly/3eu7Mxi

