From the Pastors’ Desk (Sept 2025) “Day Camp Reflections”
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Ecclesiastes 3: 1 “For everything, there is a season, and a time for every matter under heaven.”

Summer is an exciting time for families as kids have finished school and teens are off for 2 months. But
summers can also be a challenging time for families with young kids as parents do not have 10 weeks off in the
summer. The stress and burden from having to provide care for kids when not in school is only amplified as
often both parents must work outside the home in order to financially sustain their families. Living in Richmond
is costly and when you don’t have extended family to lean on, childcare can be really costly. There are families
who struggle to take time off/vacations as much of their finances go to summer programming for their children.

Day Camps at RCAC began in 2009 with a goal of meeting this need for families. We’re grateful that it's
been over 15 years that we've been able to serve Working Families who really need the care for their children
through the summer. What began as a dream with 2-4 weeks of care has now grown into 6 weeks with an
additional week especially focused upon the Youth, many of whom volunteer tirelessly at the Kids’ Day Camps.
While most of the kids attend from 9:00-3:00pm, just as they do for their school days, we also provide Before
and Aftercare. This summer, the earliest child arrived at 8:30am and the latest child left at 6:00pm. In order to
be sustainable, we only accept 20 kids/week in order to build strong relationships with the kids. We’ve also
noticed that this ministry is especially vital to those families with a single child and do not have other family
members to help with care. We prioritize the families already attending church but have accepted unchurched
families as there has been availability. The application process, waiting for confirmations & sacrificial attitude of
families to only sign up for what they need allows for more families to benefit from this ministry.

While the days are long, we are grateful to have the opportunity to pour into the lives of the kids and
bless the families with this much needed support. The 6 weeks of Camp that focus on the bible are rich in
teaching and lived experiences. It's easy to read about “putting others’ interests before our own - Phil 2:3” but it
can be a challenge to live it. The kids have lots of energy but it's been awesome to see the Camp Team match
their energy and surpass it. As a Day Camp Team, we are spending more waking hours with the kids than their
own families. The many hours allow us to know, understand and love them with Christ’s love. It's been
encouraging to witness the team grow in all these areas as they serve the little ones. This camp makes space
for all the campers and each unique volunteer to live in community with one another.

It's been physically tiring for the Camp Team, but we are encouraged in our Spirits to see the kids grow
in attention and love for Jesus. There’s been sweet surprises like kids singing spontaneously on their own or
repeating some of the prayers/expressions to Jesus. As older people, we know that life will hold many
challenges & it will not always be the easy/free days of summer as the kids grow older. It's great to be exposed
to God at a young age but a true blessing when a child responds to God’s love personally and lives in His love
on this earth until we move to our eternal home.

Seasons come and seasons go and now we’re already facing the Fall. We are grateful for the season of
summer and the ministry opportunities it has allowed us to share His Love and Be His light.
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