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Grace and peace to you in the name of our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ.
On behalf of all of the local churches in the Iowa and Dakotas Annual Conferences, I want to thank you for
your support and encouragement of your clergy. It is not an easy calling to be a pastor, particularly during
this time of COVID, when our clergy have had to continually reinvent themselves in ministry in order to
communicate the good news of Jesus Christ and stay connected with their parishioners.
Our clergy have a myriad of responsibilities that can be daunting. First and foremost is preparing a worship
service and a sermon for every Sunday. Pastoral care is also a critical part of a pastor’s job description, and I
know that has been a challenge over the past year and a half because of COVID restrictions. Our clergy have
learned how to conduct Bible studies and meetings by Zoom. They have done virtual counseling and have
found ways to connect with shut-ins. One of the things that especially warms my heart is the creative
evangelism and outreach that is taking place in our communities.
Did you know that congregations are also called to care for your pastors? Over 125 years ago, churches
would give their new pastor “a good pounding”! Sound good to you? It means that everyone would give the
pastor and family a pound of something needful: butter, flour, chicken, beef, fruit, vegetables, and the like.
Times have changed, so how can you care for and support your pastor for such a time as this?

1. First, pray for your pastor every day. Pray that God would grant to your pastor wisdom, strength, and
grace in his or her ministry.
2. Volunteer your own time and gifts to the church.
3. Take the initiative to focus your service to Christ outward into your community.
4. Encourage your pastor to take adequate time away to renew and refresh their mind, body, and spirit.
There are laity in all of our congregations who have the gifts to lead worship in the absence of their
pastor.
5. Be a vessel of grace and hope in your local congregation as you support your pastor’s ministry.
6. Most of all, express gratitude and appreciation to your pastor for all the ways in which she or he cares
for their flock.
God bless all of you and let us be kind to each other in this extraordinary time.

Tim Bonney, Lead Pastor
pastortim@indfumc.org
ext. 212

Trevor Vaughn, Associate Pastor
pastortrevor@indfumc.org

Ph: (515) 961-5317
ext. 214
Emergency Pastor #: (515) 380-1599
http://indfumc.org
Church Office hours are Mon – Thurs. 9 a.m. – 12 p.m.
Follow us on Facebook: Indianola FUMC and Indianola FUMC Children’s Ministry
and on Instagram: fusefirst and indianolafirstumc

Prayer
Dear God, we thank you for all those who serve as clergy in the Dakotas and Iowa and around the world.
Thank you for their deep commitment to making disciples of Jesus Christ in order that our world might
be transformed. May we do all we can to encourage and support our clergy as they lead their
congregations out into our communities to make a difference. Give them vision. Wrap your arms
around them when they suffer and empower them with courage. Most of all, surround all of us with
your Holy Spirit, fill our hearts with hope, and watch over us in love. Amen.
-Bishop Laurie Haller

COME JOIN US IN WORSHIP
9:00 Contemporary Service
10:15 Blended Service
10:15 Online Streaming Service
UPCOMING IN WORSHIP
October 31 - ‘Investing in God’s Vision of the Future’ by Tim Bonney - Matthew 13:44-45
November 7- All Saints Sunday - ‘I Saw the New City!’ by Tim Bonney - Revelation 21:1-6a
November 14 - ‘Only God Endures Forever’ by Tim Bonney - Mark 13:1-8
November 21 - ‘God Watches Over God’s People’ by Tim Bonney - Joel 2:21-27
November 28 - ‘The Promise of a Messiah’ by Tim Bonney - Jeremiah 33:14-16
December 5 - ‘A Savior is Coming!’ by Tim Bonney - Luke 1:68-69
December 12 - Children’s Christmas Program in 9:00 service- Trevor Vaughn
December 19 - A Lesson in Carols (in both services)
December 24 - Christmas Eve Services at 3 pm, 5 pm, and 7 pm
December 26 - ‘In My Father’s House’ by Tim Bonney - Luke 2:41-52- only one service on this
Sunday @ 10:15 a.m.
Join Pastor Tim for an Advent Study using Matt Rawle’s Book “The
Heart That Grew Three Sizes: Finding Faith in the Story of The
Grinch.” This three-week study will be offered on Sunday
evenings December 5th, 12th, and 19th at 6:30pm. Books will be
available at the Welcome Desk or in the church office.

Advent by Candlelight Nov. 28th @ 7pm
Join us this year as we usher in the Christmas
season with an evening of music and wonder. This
women’s event, hosted by a First UMC life group, is
the perfect start to your holiday season. We are
currently looking for table hostesses, please contact
Ellen at ellen@indfumc.org or at 515-442-3858 if you
would like to host a table. Table service, dessert and
drinks are provided, you just need to provide the
decorations. Tables will seat 6 people and the cost is
$10/person with proceeds to support Operation
Christmas. Sign up for those wishing to attend will be
Nov. 7th, 14th, and 21st in the
Hospitality room.

Prayers of sympathy for the families of our members who have recently passed away:
Bev Jensen, Joyce Chumbley, Bernice Pickup, Ken Peterson, Shirley Leeper, Shirley Brittian
Prayers for those with recent health concerns: Jr. Trembly, Herb and Ruthie Dutcher, Sylvia Poe,
Mary Nieman, Kathy Martin, Lowell & Joyce Hoyle’s great-grandchild, Helen Armstrong
There is a HYMN SING @ Westview Care Center on the first Thursday of every month @ 10:15 a.m.
All are welcome!!! Questions? Contact Jan Beane at jbeanes70@gmail.com

The memorial rose on the front altar is for Ed Pace, 1-3-1950 to 10-29-2020. It is given by Chris
Pace, and Laura, Grant, Ariana. Ellorie and Ryland Snyder who all miss him greatly. Thank you for
your prayers!
Thank you for all the cards and prayers while I was recovering from my surgery. It was greatly
appreciated! -Joyce Lepley
Prayers of celebration for our 4th graders who will receive their Bibles on October 31st:
Kirsten Olivia Anderson, daughter of Nate & Lisa Anderson
Ingrid Ruth Birkenholz, daughter of Korey & Angela Birkenholz
Madden Elizabeth Oliver, daughter of Matt & Jill Oliver
Sarah Schippers, daughter of Amber Schippers & Joseph Schippers
Joseph William Spurgeon, son of Clint & Missi Spurgeon
Stella Whitson, daughter of Steve & Jill Whitson
Luke Metzger, son of Ben & Natalie Metzger

PRELIMINARY FINANCIAL SUMMARY THROUGH October 2021
Difference
Actual vs. Budget

Actual

Budget

$396,597
$76,948
($11,295)
$462,250

$419,400
$51,425
$13,250
$484,075

($22,803)
$25,523
($24,545)
($21,825)

Total expenses

$533,202 $544,403

$11,201

Net income (loss)

($70,952) ($60,328)

($10,624)

Revenues
Pledge receipts
Non-pledge receipts
Other revenue
Total revenues

November 2021 Library News
Have you taken your children to the church library recently? We have lots of books for the young
reader:
I Can Read series of Bible stories
Fairy Ponies Series
I Am Jack stories
Penny Dreadful mysteries
Billie B mysteries
Extreme Adventure series for boys (or adventurous girls)
Shine A Light Books
Fancy Nancy
Big Nate
And many more! Check out instructions are posted on the desk.

FUSE is focused on the theme ‘Be
the Good’ this year! In November
we are collecting donations for
Christmas Eve Boxes to be
delivered to people working on
Christmas Eve.

Christmas Eve Boxes
Help us bless those who have to
work on Christmas Eve with
smiles and treats!

When the time is right for your child, Ellen has age appropriate books about
changing bodies and reproduction.

Church Directory
If you would like a printed copy of the current church directory, please contact Ellen Wright
at 961-5317 or ellen@indfumc.org
November 14th is the day to join the Old Hymns and Hers group immediately after the 10:15 service
to sing your favorite old hymns. Rev Kathy Moore will be leading it, all are welcome even if you just
want to hum along.
Open Table continues to provide free drive-up ‘meals to go’ for anyone in the community every
Tuesday, 5:15 to 6:15 p.m. People can drive in or walk up from Salem Ave. on the southside of the
church and exit on "B" St.
Nov. 2 - Swedish meatballs
Nov. 9 - Pasta with meat sauce
Nov. 16 - Breakfast for dinner
Nov. 23 - Thanksgiving feast
Nov. 30 - Beef Stew

Huge thank you to our
church family for
donating the pumpkins
that students carved
and delivered to
members in October.

How you can help 〜
*Snacks (Granola Bars, Pretzels,
Fruit, Meat Sticks, Crackers,
Snack Cakes, Chips/Salsa, Candy,
etc.)
*Drinks (2 Liters of Soda, Juice)
*Monetary Donation (Place
donations in the offering with
“Christmas Eve Boxes” in the
memo)
Donation collection boxes
marked “Christmas Eve Boxes”
are located throughout the
church.
Thank you!
FUSE Youth Ministry
Be the Good

UMW News
Thank you to everyone who ordered nuts from United Methodist Women.
Remember pick- up for the nuts is Saturday, November 13, 1:00-4:00 p.m.
Just pull up on the south side of the church and we will deliver to your car.
Check or cash only, and you will be notified ahead of time of your total amount due.
Elizabeth-Ruth Circle: November 17, 1:30 p.m. in the Hospitality Room; "The Gift of
Mentoring".
Hannah Circle: November 22, 7:00 p.m. in the FUSE Room; "The Color of Compromise".
Rachel Circle: November 24 (note change in date), 11:00 a.m. at The Village; "The Give and
Take of Gratitude".
Sarah Circle: November 17, 9:30 p.m. at Evelyn Scott's, Good Samaritan; "Thank Offering".

Reminder to circles to collect the thank offering in November.

FIRST UMC FUSE Youth Cookbooks for sale! Only $15!
This would make a perfect Christmas gift!
All funds collected will support the FUSE Mission Trip. Books may be
purchased at the Welcome Desk on Sunday mornings or during office hours
(Mon-Thurs. 9 a.m. - 12 p.m.) or contact Ellen at Ellen@indfumc.org. The
students will also be selling them between services during the month of November.
Here’s another yummy example of what you’ll find in the cookbook…

Christmas Open House @
1st Thursday Book Club
Thursday Book club meets on the 1st
Thursday of each month at 1:00 PM in the FUSE
room and is open to everyone.
November 4th, 2021
The Book of Longings by Sue Monk Kidd
429 pages
December 2nd, 2021
The Personal Librarian by Marie Benedict and
Victoria Christopher Murray
352 pages

Pastor Tim and Michelle’s
home. Sunday, December
12th from 2-5 p.m. All are
welcome!!

We are looking for
drivers on Sunday mornings
as part of our ‘Pickup’
ministry. Drivers would
provide transportation to
and from church services for those who need
a ride. Contact Pastor Tim at
pastortim@indfumc.org

CANS AND CASH CHALLENGE
The Missions Committee is challenging the (FUMC) Congregation to collect 500
canned goods and raise $500 by November 14th for Helping Hand. The
Committee will donate the first 50 cans and the first $50 starting October 31st.
Prefer to give $$$? Just put “Thanksgiving Can Drive” in the memo section of your check and drop
it in the plate. Questions? Contact Gordon Blacksmith @ 515-782-3033.

Advent Candlelighters
A First UMC Advent tradition is returning to worship soon. We invite you and your family
to light the advent wreath during the 4 weeks of advent. Candlelighters are needed for
both the 9am and 10:15am services on Nov. 28th, Dec. 5th, Dec. 12th, and Dec. 19th. Look
for the sign-up board in the Narthex or contact Zach at zach@indfumc.org
Hiring Office Administrator Position

Indianola First UMC is seeking to hire an Office Administrator to work in the church office
25-30 hours per week. A full job description is available upon request. Please contact Pastor
Tim Bonney at pastortim@indfumc.org or Karna Converse, Staff Parish Relations Committee
Chair at karnaconverse@gmail.com to submit an application. The application deadline for
this position is November 14, 2021.

