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 Attitude of Gratitude: More Than a Cliché  
Maybe I sound like a broken record, but it is hard to believe we are in November. The air 

is crisp, the leaves are too, and it seems like just yesterday I put away my winter clothes—only to 

have to dig them back out again last month. I don’t know about you, but this year has gone by 

both incredibly fast and painfully slow. But our American tradition of Thanksgiving, a time where 

we stop to take stock of all we are thankful for, could not come at a better time.  

 Whenever I am feeling cranky, tired, or unmotivated (which seems to happen more often 

these days!) I find immense value in taking time to remember all that I am thankful for. There are 

some of the more obvious things for which I give thanks: food, family, friends, health. And no 

doubt in these days I am even more thankful for each of those things and have learned how  

foolish it is to take any of them for granted. But I am also learning to give thanks for some of the 

less obvious, but perhaps just as wonderful things in my life.  

 I am thankful for the ways in which this church community has modeled faith and  

sacrifice in this pandemic, for in you I see a steadfast hopefulness. I am thankful for the changing 

of the seasons, even as I mourn the loss of time and warmth, for I know in the transition I see 

Creation working as it should. I am thankful for the little kid that says hi to me on my walk every 

day—for in him I see the simple blessing of hospitality. I am thankful even for the opportunity to 

give thanks to God for in it I see that is why I was created—to give back in gratitude. 

 My wife, Tricia, faithfully practices a gratitude journal which allows her every single day to 

think in terms of thankfulness and appreciation. What would happen if we all did that? Not just on 

Thanksgiving and not just with the obvious stuff, but all the time? That phrase “attitude of  

gratitude” may seem cliché, but isn’t that what Jesus was all about?  

As we move through this month and catapult into Advent, I hope you’ll join me in taking 

the time often to give thanks to God for all the good gifts around you—those easy to name and 

those less obvious. May we do as Colossians 3:17 requires: “whatever you do, in word or deed, do 

everything in the name of the Lord Jesus, giving thanks to God the Father through him.” 

 
Peace, 

 

Pastor Brian 

http://indfumc.org


Sunday schedule:   
 8:30 a.m. service in the sanctuary 
10:00 a.m. service in Parish Hall 
10:00 a.m. Sunday School 
11:00 a.m. online worship service This ‘Traditional-style’ service can be found on  
Facebook (Indianola FUMC), YouTube, and indfumc.org.  
Phone-In service: Call 712-432-3900. When you call, it may ask you to hang up and wait for a call back a few  
seconds later. If so, answer. When prompted, enter this code (ending with # sign as shown): 841689 #. It will ask 
you if you are the moderator--ignore that prompt and stay on the line. The service should start after a few  
seconds. For best sound quality, listen on speakerphone.  

                                                       Christmas Eve Services  
Sunday, December 20th at 3:00 p.m. (Traditional) 
Monday, December 21st at 6:30 p.m.( Contemporary) 
Tuesday, December 22nd at 6:30 p.m. (Traditional) 
Wednesday, December 23rd at 6:30 p.m. (Contemporary - FUSE Family Christmas) 
Thursday, December 24th at 6:30 p.m. (Traditional) 
To ensure proper social distancing in the services, you will need to RSVP in the Indianola First UMC 
Christmas Eve 2020 Sign-Up Link:    https://bit.ly/2HXmbq6  to sign up for the service you will be 
attending and the # of people. Only 160 people will be allowed in each service. You can also call the 
church office 961-5317 to sign up. 

Join Pastor Tim Bonney this Advent season as he walks us through the study Incarnation:  
Rediscovering the Significance of Christmas, by Adam Hamilton via Zoom. We invite you 
to come together as a church family to remember what’s important. Let us reclaim the 
Christ child who brings us together, heals our hearts, and calls us to bring light into the  

darkness. Now more than ever, we invite you to reflect upon the significance of the Christ child for 
our lives and world today. Dec. 2nd, Dec. 16th, and Dec. 23rd from 6-7pm.  Join Zoom Meeting: 

https://us02web.zoom.us/j/85762311145pwd=VmdvUGl1MFR5NzU3VmhXK1JiejZzUT09 

Meeting ID: 857 6231 1145 
Passcode: 729466 

(Books are recommended, but not required.  Books can be purchased through this link  
https://www.cokesbury.com/Incarnation-1-2 or ordered through the church office.) 

Live Nativity! Come witness the night of Christ’s birth. Feel the true message of  
Christmas through our drive-through Living Nativity on Dec.16th from 7-8 pm. Join  
the children, youth and adults of First UMC as they tell the story of Christmas.  
Don’t miss the live animals and hot cocoa served by our Pastors at the journey's end.  
If you are interested in helping with the Live Nativity, please sign up using the  
following link https://www.signupgenius.com/go/10C044DADA82AA3FC1-live or by contacting Ellen 
at ellen@indfumc.org. 

Thank you to those who sent kind words, well wishes and tokens of appreciation to me. 

The pictures sent by my "young friends and the memories shared by some of my "grown 

up young friends" truly touched my heart!  Thanks to the many volunteers who blessed 

me with my mission to ministry and teaching God's love to children. Thank you to the 

families that shared their children. I often think they blessed me and strengthened my 

faith more than I influenced their faith! Thank you to the leaders in the church who  

mentored me and enabled me to improve myself and the way I worked with the children 

and other leaders. May we always remember that God loves us and wants us to love 

everyone!  -Dixie Olsen  

 

 
We are always in need of good hearty soups, apple sauce, green beans and canned 
chicken. We also supply deodorant, shampoo, dish soap, diapers and laundry detergent 
to our clients so those needs are also really high. Thank you for helping out The  
Helping Hand! 

PRELIMINARY FINANCIAL SUMMARY THROUGH OCTOBER 2020 

      Difference 

    Actual Budget Actual vs. Budget 

Revenues     

 Pledge receipts $414,399  $446,900  ($32,501) 

 Non-pledge receipts $56,175  $86,800  ($30,625) 

 Other revenue $10,579  $23,190  ($12,611) 

 Total revenues $481,153  $556,890  ($75,737) 

       

Total expenses $542,533  $581,227  $38,694  

       

Net income (loss) ($61,380) ($24,337) ($37,043) 

       

Prayers of sympathy for the families of our members who have recently passed away:  Veryl Fritz, 
Jane Hoffa, Ed Pace 

                   
  Prayers of celebration for Gerald and Margaret Bancroft who celebrated their 75th Wedding              
Anniversary on Oct. 12th. 

https://bit.ly/2HXmbq6
https://www.cokesbury.com/Incarnation-1-2
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        Special Dates: 
 
FUSE Night at the movies!   
When:  Nov. 18th @ 6:30pm 
Who: MS and HS FUSE 
Where: Fridley Theater 
What: A Dog's Purpose 
How Much: Admission covered by FUSE! Concessions available for 
purchase. 
 
Nov. 25th - No Wednesday night programming- Happy Thanksgiving! 
Nov. 29th - No Sunday School 

Wednesdays @ the Well 
for K - 5th grade: Join us 

on Zoom at 6:30 p.m.  
every Wednesday evening. 

The Zoom ID is 587 437 
8346 and the password is 

Bibletown.   
 

If you haven’t been able to 
attend Sunday School in 

person, but would like to 
be a part of it, we are 

offering a virtual option via 
zoom, starting Sunday, 
Dec. 6th at 10 :00 a.m. 
The Zoom ID is 587 437 

8346 and the password is 
Bibletown.   

 
We have activity sheets 
and other fun resources 

for you to have at home to 
use each week! If you 

would like an activity pack, 
please let Ellen know at  

ellen@indfumc.org.    

FUSE is open to all students 6th-12th grade!  On  
Sunday mornings, FUSE meets in the FUSE room at 10 
a.m. for Middle school and High school students.  On 
Wednesdays, Middle school meets from 6:30-7:30 p.m., 
and High School meets from 7:45-8:45 p.m.  Masks are 
required at all FUSE events.  :)  If you would like to stay up 
to date on all things FUSE, follow us on Instagram/
Facebook and join our Remind texts by texting @fusefirst 
to 81010.    

Nut Sales Pick-Up will be on Saturday, November 14th from 1-4 p.m. in the 

Hospitality Hallway...(check or exact change only)  

Church Directory 
If you would like a printed copy of the current church directory, please contact Ellen Wright at 
961-5317 or ellen@indfumc.org 

Poinsettia Sales Announcement 

Altar Guild regrets that we will not be selling poinsettias as memorials this Christmas. Our normal 

number of persons it takes for arrangement plus distribution following the Christmas season were 

both concerns regarding safety.   While the mountain of poinsettias may be missing, you’ll still be 

able to enjoy the simple and peaceful beauty of God’s creation in our sanctuary this Advent and 

Christmas season.   Christmas trees, wreaths, and a few poinsettias will be lovingly placed to  

brighten your holiday.   Our best wishes for a meaningful Merry Christmas everyone!  -Altar Guild 

                   Thursday Book Club 
Please join us at 1pm on the first Thursday of the month.  All are invited and 
welcome! To begin the year we will meet via Zoom.   
The  Zoom ID will be : 846 6673 1606  with the Passcode: 471022   
 
With questions regarding the Zoom please contact Marv VanWyk at marv.vanwyk@me.com 
Please contact Bruce Haddox at bbhaddox@gmail.com with any questions regarding the book club. 

        November 5th-  This Tender Land by William Kent Krueger 
        December 3rd-   A Walk in the Woods by Bill Bryson 

Advent: A Time of Hope and Peace 

The holidays can be a painful time for some. It may be the first Christmas without a loved one, or 

it may be a time that has always been difficult.  Take time to acknowledge the sadness and know 

that you are not alone. Join us for a “Blue Christmas” Service on Thursday, Dec. 3rd at 6:30 

p.m. in the sanctuary. 



Library News November 2020 
 

We have new books for the United Methodist Women’s Reading Program.  These 
books are on the UMW bookshelf and available for EVERYONE to check out. 

 
Gum Moon by Jeffrey Staley: Fascinating true story of Mei Chun Lai recused from trafficking in 
China around 1900.   

 
 
The Unstoppable Garrett Morgan by Joan Dicicco and Ebony Glenn: Growing up in 
Claysville, Kentucky, the son of freed slaves, young and curious Garrett was eager for 
life beyond his family's farm. This book is interesting for every age, but written for 
youth. 
 
 

Cinderella Liberator by Rebecca Solnit: In this modern twist on the classic story, Cinderella, who 
would rather just be Ella, meets her fairy godmother, goes to a ball, and makes friends with a 
prince. But that is where the familiar story ends. Instead of waiting to be rescued, Cinderella 
learns that she can save herself and those around her by being true to herself and standing up for 
what she believes. 
 
#Not Your Princess by Charleyboy and Leatherdale: Whether looking back to 
a troubled past or welcoming a hopeful future, the powerful voices of  
Indigenous women across North America resound in this book.  
 
 
Dangling: I May Have Cancer, But Cancer Doesn’t Have Me by Amy Carr:  
Have you ever wondered how such a trial could change your life for the better? 
Let Amy show you how God used her cancer journey to teach her life-changing lessons that she 
otherwise would not have learned. 
 
Women Rise Up, Sacred Stories of Resistance for Today’s Revolution by Katey Zeh:  Shares 
the stories of biblical women connecting them to contemporary global gender issues. In doing so, 
Zeh speaks truth to women's oppression and erasure while reminding us of the sacredness of 
women's experience, wisdom, solidarity, and sisterhood. 

 
 
 
Faithful Families: Creating Sacred Moments at Home by Traci Smith: Add family 
faith moments to your daily routine with little or no prep, and share meaningful spiritual 
experiences with your children! 
 
 
 

One Day I Wrote Back, Interacting with Scripture Through Creative Writing by Jane Herring: 
Filled with down-to-earth stories, Jane offers insight and perspective on scripture passages.  
Herring invites readers to use faith, reason, and imagination as they write in response to each 
week’s scripture. 

MISSIONS COMMITTEE ANNOUNCEMENTS 
 

Warren County Meals on Wheels is one focus of our Missions outreach. It provides a meal and a 

friendly smile for seniors living in our community. They could use drivers for the 2nd Tuesday, the 

2nd and 4th Wednesday and the 1st and 3rd Thursday of each month. You can volunteer to do one 

or more days per month and each route takes about one hour. They could also use volunteers on 

an on call basis for when a regular driver can’t make it. They usually know at least a couple of days 

ahead when someone is needed. It is currently contact free delivery. If you are interested or would 

like more information, please call Marty at the Warren County Meal Site at 961-1155.   

 

Heal House Update: Currently, three individuals live on-site, and another individual has been placed 

in an apartment. One is currently looking for a job. They are working on several grants to help with 

a new roof, gutters, and a new fence. The board has been preparing/delivering meals to the  

tenants every night and are looking for volunteers to help with this effort. If you are interested in 

supplying meals, please let Laurie Abernathy know at laurieabernathy@aol.com. There is also a  

volunteer office position M-F that needs filled. Duties include answering telephone calls and  

keeping the area in the office and lobby clean. If interested, reach out to Julie Peck at #515-238-

2605. Contact Becky Hastie at becky.hastie@simpson.edu if you are interested in being placed on a 

volunteer list to help clean the FUMC room after being occupied.    

Adult Sunday School:  A virtual Sunday School class  

continues from 9:30-10:30 on Sunday mornings. Led by  
Bruce Haddox, this group is discussing the book "A People's  
History of Christianity" by Diana Butler Bass. Books are  
available at the church office or online for purchase.  Please 
contact Bruce Haddox at bbhaddox@gmail.com with any 
questions. 
The zoom link is 899 4904 8828. 

Open Table continues to provide 
free drive-up ‘meals to go’ for 
anyone in the community every 
Tuesday, 5:15 to 6:15 p.m.   
People can drive in or walk up 
from Salem Ave. on the 
southside of the church and exit 
on "B" St..    
Nov 10- Tater tot casserole 
Nov. 17- Pasta w/marinara 
Nov. 24- Thanksgiving dinner 

Caregiver Life Group 
Being the caregiver for your mother, father or both 
can be a tough task. Caring for aging parents can 
be both physically and mentally draining. To help 
you during this season, a new First UMC life 

group is forming. Many other caregivers have experienced the same joys 
and struggles as you have, and this group will be a place to walk together 
in all those moments. If you are interested in joining this group, please  
contact Ellen at ellen@indfumc.org.  Meeting day and time will be  
determined by the group.   

tel:961-1155
mailto:laurieabernathy@aol.com
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