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Worship with us every Sunday 
9:00 am Contemporary Worship 

10:15 am Blended Worship 
(10:15 streaming service online at indfumc.org) 

Summer to Fall 
 
This summer has flown by! It has been busy, at times quite hot, and in some ways not quite what we 
expected.  
 
As most everyone knows now, do to worker shortages, we had to postpone the start of our Revitaliza-
tion sanctuary remodeling until this fall. The good news is that fall is just around the corner! Sometime 
in September (date TBD) we will begin our sanctuary revitalization and it is going to be exciting! 
 
This time around we will keep all of our activities in our church building with worship temporarily   
moving to Parish Hall for two services at our usual 9am and 10:15a. This will mean that we all can be in 
the building for Sunday School, coffee fellowship time, and Sunday School while the sanctuary is being 
renovated!  
 
This year I will be teaching confirmation in partnership with Ellen Wright and our adult mentors. I will 
be offering New Members Coffees for persons who are interested in church membership or just  
knowing more about the church. I’ll be teaching a Sunday evening Advent Study and am looking      
forward to a United Methodist 101 class that I’m titling #BeUMC for after the first of the year.  
 
In September our Administrative Council will be having a first annual planning retreat to look at the 
work of the church for this year and vision ahead two to three years down the road. In September we 
will have new committee members and officers take office. We will publish a list of the many many 
people who serve on boards and committees to our new website which we hope will launch in early 
August.  
 
After the launch of our new website you will be able to stream worship directly from the church     
website avoiding Facebook entirely if you prefer. This is going to make streaming easier to use and 
find! 
 
I know the staff and I are very exciting for this fall and all that is going on. It is going to be a jammed 
packed season! 
 
Blessings, 

The Messenger 



Can you believe it's August already?!?!? With 

the transition back to school and back to life, we at 

First are excited about Life Groups  beginning 

soon! Life groups are group of 8-12 people       

committed to gathering together 1-2 times per 

month (or more if you're feeling it) to do life       

together. These groups can be both short and long 

term. Life groups are groups centered around    

anything. From Bible studies, out to eat groups, 

women's groups, men's groups, to hiking groups... 

life groups encompass it all. If you are looking 

for connection and would like to host a group 

please  contact Ellen at ellen@indfumc.org, or on 

her cell at 515-442-3858. The great thing about Life Groups is that leadership is shared. We ask 

for a contact person to begin the group, but that is just to get the ball rolling. Life groups are 

flexible and can meet in person or over zoom. Sign-ups for new groups will begin in September. 

 

Adult Choirs beginning! 
 
Our adult music ensembles will begin rehearsals for 

our 2022-23 program year starting on Wednesday,  

August 31st. The Chancel Choir will meet at 6:30pm in 

the Starry Kerr Music Room and the Chapel Bells at 

7:30pm in the Sanctuary balcony. The Chancel Choir 

appears in the 10:15am service 2-3 times per month; 

the Chapel Bells appear at 10:15am about once a 

month. If you're interested in participating in either 

ensemble please contact Worship Arts Director Zach 

Rohlwing at zach@indfumc.org. 

Thank you for the generous scholarship from the 
Laverty Foundation. This award will help me to study 
mechanical engineering at Loras College.  Growing 
up in the church has taught me countless principles 
to build my life on, one of which is giving back. With 
my degree I plan on working with renewable         
resources to provide clean energy to the world. I am 
grateful to know that I have built relations in and out 
of the church that will last for a very long time.  
 
Thank you, 
Logan Hoger  

mailto:ellen@indfumc.org
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A BIG thank you to everyone who donated items for the back to 
school supply drive.  Helping Hand was so happy to receive all the 

donations! 

If you are able to help more, the Helping Hand is in great 
need of pasta, pasta sauce, rice and cereal.  Supply chain  
issues have made these staples difficult to get in bulk as they 
normally do.  When you do your next grocery  shopping, pick 
up a couple extra boxes or jars and put them in the empty 
shopping cart across from the Hospitality Room.  Thank you! 
 
Thank you, 
The Missions Committee 

Larry and Jane Kies 
 
Join members of the congregation on  
Tuesday, August 16 at 10:00 a.m. for an 
update from Jane and Larry on their mission 
work in Africa.  Coffee and muffins will be 
served in the Hospitality Room beginning at 
9:30 a.m. 

Recent high school graduates 
 

Please update the church on your new 
contact information  

and address!  
 

Contact the church office  
at lisa@indfumc.org  

Happy 100th Birthday to Hellen Armstrong on August 13th.  
Please send her a birthday card to  

Rex Armstrong, 306 South Spruce St., Indianola, IA 50125 

Leaders needed for this Fall! 

We have AMAZING kids and they need people 

like you to invest in their success. Please       

consider being a part of our kids’ tribe as a 

small group leader on Sunday mornings!  We 

are in specific need of leaders for our K-1st,     

4-5th and Waumbaland classrooms. Leaders 

teach in teams of two, all material is provided, 

and we teach in a month on/month off         

rotation. Sunday school runs from 9-10am on 

Sunday mornings beginning Sept. 11th.  If you 

are interested or have questions, please      

contact Ellen Wright at ellen@indfumc.org. 
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UNITED METHODIST  SPECIAL SUNDAYS 
 Our United Methodist Church has several Sundays throughout the year that are ear-marked for   
special attention to ministry and mission needs.  In addition to the attention to the seasons of the 
church year, like Advent, Christmas, Lent, Easter and Pentecost, these special Sundays help us to  
focus on special emphases approved by the General Conference.   
Six of these are set aside for Special Sunday Offerings: 
 
Human Relations Day is set on the Sunday before Martin Luther King Day in January.  Its focus is on 
social justice and the offering goes to support UM volunteer services, youth offender rehabilitation, 
and various social justice ministries.  Last year UMs donated $265 thousand dollars. 
UMCOR Sunday, the 4th Sunday in Lent, is also known as One Great Hour of Sharing, when many    
denominations take part in this focus on missions.  Our offering goes to United Methodist            
Committee on Relief for the costs of doing the business of UMCOR.  Because of this support we are 
able to promise that 100% of donations in times of disasters (tornadoes, hurricanes, floods, fires, 
earthquakes and more) will go directly to disaster relief.  Last year UMs donated $1.9 million. 
Native American Sunday on the 3rd Sunday of Easter focuses on needs of Indian groups in rural and 
urban areas, with a portion going to scholarships for theological students.  Last year UMs donated 
$453 thousand. 
Peace with Justice Sunday is held the 1st Sunday after Pentecost and funds various peace and justice 
ministries.  One half of the offering stays in Iowa for the Conference Church and Society Committee 
to disburse.  UMs across the US last year donated $328 thousand. 
World Communion Sunday is held the 1st Sunday of October, with offering going to student scholar-
ships for racial and ethnic students —50% for graduates, 35% for undergraduates, and 15% for In-
Service Training.  Last year UMs donated $473 thousand. 
United Methodist Student Day is held the last Sunday in November when college students are often 
home.  This money is for scholarships and loans to United Methodist students in higher education.  
Last year UMs raised $236 thousand. 
 
Annual Conferences are invited to set their own dates for other special Sundays, some with and 
some without offerings.  These include Heritage, Christian Education, Golden Cross, Rural Life and 
Laity Sundays. 
 
We invite you to one of two methods in giving to these special offerings.  One: Look at the focus of 
each Sunday and give a gift to the one or two that touch your heart.  Two: Decide instead to give a 
smaller amount to each special need.  If every United Methodist gave one dollar for each special 
offering, we would have $12 million dollars for every one of these offerings!  Think what ministry we 
could do! 

 
  Kathy Moore on behalf of 
  The Mission Committee 

United Women if Faith Messenger News for August 2022 
 
Special Mission Recognition Award 
Every year, United Women in Faith honors persons from our congregation whom we      
recognize as leaders in mission work.  Contributions to mission sometimes occur in         
unexpected ways as you’ll find when we honor this year’s recipients on Sunday, August 14 
at both services. 
 
All women in the church are invited to Tea for You and Me, Sunday, August 28, 2:00 p.m. 
in the Hospitality Room.  Bring your favorite teacup or mug and enjoy an afternoon of        
conversation, treats and music! 

 

August Library News 
 

Stop by your Church Library and see the new 
layout.  The Library Committee has been 
busy this summer cleaning, sorting, and     
rearranging.  Perfect place to sit and read a 
book or small group meeting. 
 

A BIG thank you to Michele Patrick and the 

Indianola Public Library Trustees for the gift 

of a table and 4 chairs.   


