August 2019

This Month in Worship:
Aug.4th - Hebrews 1:1-4, 2:1-4
‘Christ, the Word of God ’
Pastor Tim
Aug. 11th - Hebrews 11:1-3, 8-16
‘By Faith ’
Pastor Tim
Aug. 18th - Humor Sunday
(one service @ 10:00 a.m.)
Hebrews 11:29-12:2
‘God’s Cheering Section’
Pastor Tim
th

Aug. 25 - Hebrews 12:18-29
‘Jesus: Immovable Object or
Unstoppable Force?’
Pastor Brian

SAVE THE DATES:
August 11th - Second Sunday Summer Sunday
School 9:45 a.m.

August 28th - Chancel Choir rehearsal - 6:30 p.m.
Chapel Bells - 7:30 p.m.

September 8th - Sunday School Fall Kickoff
9:45 a.m.-10:45 a.m.
September 11th- Wednesday @ the Well is back!
Adult Classes 6:30 - 7:30 p.m.
Bibletown (Pre-K - 5th) 6:30 p.m.- 7:30 p.m.
Middle School FUSE 6:30 p.m.-7:30 p.m.
High School FUSE 7:45 p.m.- 8:45 p.m.

“Tea For You and Me”

Sunday, August 25th
2:00 p.m.
Hospitality Room
Everyone is Invited!
Bring your favorite teacup and

Youth Music starts!...stay tuned for details

Summer Wrap Up

It is hard to believe that it is August already! But our summer is about to wrap up. Soon we
will be starting our fall programming and moving into the fall schedule. I always love fall at
the church! We get to focus on a new program year with our children, youth and adults.
New Life Groups gather, new studies start, and we come back together after our summer
travels hopefully renewed and refreshed.
It has been great summer culminating with our Mid-Summer Bash followed by RAGBRAI
this past week! We have had a fun summer of service, ministry, fellowship, and positive
outreach to our community about First UMC!
August 18th we are going to have a combined worship Sunday for a fun Humor Sunday
program which will allow us to explore the elements of worship.
September 1st Pastor Brian and I will begin a sermon series based on topics from Adam
Hamilton’s book “Half-Truths: God Helps Those Who Help Themselves and Other Things
the Bible Doesn’t Say.” It will be an exciting opportunity to explore the Bible and our faith
together! Copies of the book will be made available for purchase in the church office. These
are topics we will cover in September:
Sept 1 - "Half-truths: Everything happens for a reason"
Sept 8 - "Half-truths: God won't give you more than you can handle"
Sept 15 - "Half-truths: God said it, I believe it, that settles it"
Sept 22 - "Half-truths: Hate the sin, love the sinner"
Our official kickoff for Sunday school will be September 8 th followed by the startup of our
Wednesday night programming on September 11th.
I so look forward to seeing each of you this fall as we kickoff another great fall of ministry
together!
Pastor Tim

Each summer, many of our children and youth attend camp. It has proven over and over again
to be a transformational spiritual experience for them as they are growing in their relationship
with Jesus. Camp is also expensive. A five-day camp can run from $325-$470/per student.
Every camper from First UMC receives a campership to help offset this cost. We are extremely
grateful to the Memorials Committee for their generosity in funding our camperships this year.
Thank you to the families of June Blacksmith, Dee Allen, and Charoltte Schlenker for making
camp possible for our students this year.
The Memorial of June Blacksmith blessed the following students this year:
Karen Bush Cailey Baker Kaitlyn Bonnes Olivia Rasko Ryen Blosser Kara Waser
Sage Chapman Angelica Gittins Taylor Hoger Brad Voigts
The Memorial of Dee Allen blessed the following students this year :
Dylan Defenbaugh Faith Defenbaugh Hasie Cambron Annie Dawson Bella O’meara
Brynn Bishop Camryn Geiger Kate Baker Joey Eginore Jacklyn Eginore
The Memorial of Charoltte Schlenker blessed the following students this year:
Kate Fosenburg Hannah Estes Betsy Richardson Sophia Stark AJ Miller
Lauren Mathieu Laurel Leuwerke Jacoba Jacobs Rian Crossen

Anna Miller

Why Kids Need More Than Just Their Parents
Did you know that Moses was actually the first guy with the idea, “It takes a village.”
Sure, parents should be the primary influence in their kid’s lives. But research, experts, and statistics
suggest that kids who have other adults in their lives have better odds at winning.
As a church family, we need to take Moses seriously when he implied, “We are all responsible for the
faith and future of the kids in our community.” The more you learn about life stages, the more you will
be convinced that kids need a consistent adult, besides their parents.
 Preschoolers need a consistent adult because they can be terrified by unfamiliar faces and places.
 Elementary kids need a consistent adult because they will tell anything to a stranger.
 Middle schoolers need a consistent adult because nothing else in their life is consistent.
 High schoolers need a consistent adult because they only trust people who will show up
consistently.
Some phases will cry more, talk more, doubt more, do more.
That’s why some leaders. . .
 Embrace preschoolers so they feel safe.
 Engage children so they can believe.
 Affirm middle schoolers so they will keep believing.
 Mobilize teenagers to participate in something significant.
The leader who shows up once a week for second graders will make an easy connection within a few
minutes because children will believe in anyone. The leader who shows up for sixth graders will have to
hang out for a while. Sixth graders are skeptics. They need proof over time.

Kids need the light of the church and love of home to help them know God. It’s just a phase, so don’t
miss it. We are looking for leaders like you to invest in our kid’s lives. VBS (June 19-22nd) is a great
place to get your feet wet. We need people from 9-11:45am those days. If you are ready, we also are
looking for Sunday school teachers for next fall. Leaders rotate a month on/month off Sept.-May. We
want to honor your family’s schedule, so we never ask you to teach on Thanksgiving weekend, Spring
Break or the weekends before and after Christmas, We have AMAZING kids. They need people like
you to invest in them. Talk to Ellen today with any questions, or to sign up. Ellen@indfumc.org

VBS was a BLAST!!!

“Pull for Ronald
McDonald House”
Save your pull
tabs and drop off in the
container by the vending
machine near the church
office. Five 1-gallon bags of
tabs have been delivered to
the Ronald McDonald House
in Des Moines in the last
few months. Proceeds from
this project help fund their
day to day operations.

OPEN TABLE meals—Tuesday Evenings
Serving: 5:15-6:15 p.m.
Parish Hall
All are welcome!

Aug. 6th - Beef Stroganoff, corn on the cob, salad bar,
desserts, milk, tea, water
Aug. 13th - Chicken/Beef Sandwiches, potato salad, salad
bar, desserts, milk, tea, water
th
Aug. 20 - Taco Bar, Spanish rice & beans, Mexi-corn/corn
on the cob, salad bar, desserts, milk, tea, water
Aug. 27th - Chicken Tetrazzini & Chicken Noodles, peas,
salad bar, desserts, milk, tea, water

Don’t miss out on FUSE News!!!

Team of the Month : Worship Arts
Over the next several months we will be featuring articles about the various “teams” in
our church—committees, groups, and everything in-between. This is a great way to get
to know the who and the how of your church!

Worship Arts are often compared to the Theater Arts. Both disciplines gather a variety of
artistic expressions to produce a meaningful drama for an audience (more on that later).
Embracing this analogy, your Worship Teams (Altar Guild, Musicians, Media Team) and your
Worship Volunteers (ushers, greeters, servers, acolytes, liturgists) act as the crew, working
behind-the-scenes, making sure the production of worship is successful. And helping
schedule and coordinate all these many moving parts is your Worship Committee, acting as
assistant directors, you could say. The Worship Committee meets monthly to plan Sunday
worship and the special services that occur through the year (Christmas Eve, Ash
Wednesday, Holy Week, etc). The Worship Committee also provides input on the nature of
worship in our services. They work with the Pastors to see that our worship reflects our
vision and values so we can make worship more meaningful for more people.
Speaking of the nature of worship, 19th century Danish Christian thinker and writer, Soren
Kierkegaard, uses this analogy of Worship and Theater to get at the heart of worship.
Kierkegaard warns us that too often we imagine the Pastor as the star actor, the musicians as
the supporting role, and the congregation as the audience. Instead, Kierkegaard suggests:
“The [pastor/musician] is the prompter, and the [congregation] stands openly before
God. The [congregation], if I may say so, is the actor, who in all truth acts before
God.”

If you have interest in helping behind-the-scenes as a member of Worship Committee,
through one of our Worship Teams, or as a Worship Volunteer please contact me, your
Worship Arts Director at zach@indfumc.org, or visit with the following members of Worship
Committee:
Sue Putz, Chair
Brenda Rohr
Elodie Opstad
Scott Lathrup
Val Stickel-Diehl
Cheri Sones
Evelyn Scott
Nancy Foote, Media
Darla Kickbush, Altar Guild

August 2019 Library News
It will soon be back to Sunday School time! We hope everyone has had
an amazing summer and found some time for reading.
We will start the K-5th grade reading program again this fall, so kids, get ready to participate.
Lots of great prizes to choose from!
We have a few overdue library books. Please check your home for our missing copies.
New Children’s Books:
A Family Is a Family Is a Family by Sara O’Leary. When a teacher asks
the children in her class to think about what makes their families
special, the answers are all different in many ways — but the same in
the one way that matters most of all.

A Church for All by Gayle Pitman. This simple, lyrical story
celebrates a Sunday morning at an inclusive church that
embraces all people regardless of age, class, race, gender
identity, and sexual orientation. All are welcome at the church for all!
New Adult Book:
Our Strangely Warmed Hearts: Coming Out into God’s Call by Karen P.
Oliveto. As John Wesley discovered his true spiritual identity, he
experienced a strangely warmed heart. Through poignant stories and
well-reasoned principles, Karen Oliveto discloses why and how spiritual
renewal and a personal call to ministry emerge in the strangely warmed
hearts of lesbian and gay Christians.

RAGBRAI 2019

Marcia’s RAGBRAI chicken & noodles recipe:
4# uncooked chicken to yield 2# cooked & deboned chicken. (we
used a mixture of 2 hind quarters & 1 boneless/skinless breast;
could also use a whole chicken)
1-2 carrots or approx. 4 oz - peeled & cut in 1” chunks
2 celery stalks or approx. 2 oz - cut in 2” chunks... tops and all
1/4 onion or approx. 4 oz - coarsely chopped
1 gallon water
soup base or bouillon to yield 1 gallon (Tones Chicken Soup Base = 1/3 c)
1.5# of homemade egg noodles (Neva’s homemade noodles out of Chariton - 5 pkgs. at 5oz each)
1/2 t salt
1/4 t pepper
1.5 t minced garlic
1 t rosemary
Bring water to a boil. Add chicken, soup base & vegetables. Cook until done; approx. 45 minutes.
Remove chicken to cool. Strain out vegetables saving broth & reserving cooked veggies. debone & pull
chicken into shreds, removing skin and tendons. Add water to broth base to yield 1 gallon. Purée
vegetables in food processor & add to broth base. Add cooked chicken & seasonings. Return to a light
boil. Add noodles and simmer an additional 35-45 minutes. Serve over mashed potatoes.
Yield: 1.25 - 1.5 gallons = 24 servings (3/4 c to 1 c serving size)

Our Mighty Methodists Softball Team won the 2019 Kyle Foust Sportsmanship Award in
the Indianola Parks & Rec Church League. Congratulations!!!

Prayers of sympathy for the family of Patricia Vermace, who passed away on
July 5th.
Prayers of sympathy for the family of Bob Rauenhorst, who passed away on July
6th.

Notes of Appreciation...

Worship Attendance
6/16/2019-

263

6/23/2019-

259

6/30/2019-

259

7/7/2019-

277

7/14/2019

342

7/21/2019

291

7/28/2019

224

A big Thank You to all the amazing people who helped
with the RAGBRAI meal. You cooked, served, washed
dishes, pulled weeds, made a bike rack, played in the
band, sang, provided desserts, loaned roasters, greeted
our guests, put a sign in your yard, wore a chicken
costume, and so much more. Over 650 meals were
served that day. This would not have been possible
without all of your support. Thank You everyone!!

Finance
Actual

Budget

Difference
Actual vs. Budget

Revenues
Pledge receipts
Non-pledge receipts
Other revenue
Total revenues

$336,390
$39,352
$16,944
$392,686

$357,500
$41,100
$21,260
$419,860

($21,110)
($1,748)
($4,316)
($27,174)

Total expenses

$437,937

$452,506

$14,569

Net income (loss)

($45,251)

($32,646)

($12,605)
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August 2019 Messenger
Here’s just a few of the exciting things you’ll see in this edition of the Messenger:


Marcia’s chicken & noodle recipe!



Fall Kickoff is coming!



Team of the Month: Worship Arts

See inside for more details….

