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This Month in Worship 

 

4/7 Fifth Sunday in Lent    “Making a New Thing”     8:30 a.m., 9:45 a.m., 11:00 a.m. 

4/14 Palm Sunday      “Preparing”               He(art) Fair and CANTATA (8:30 a.m.), 

                                                                                                  Children’s Palm Parade (9:45 a.m.), 

11:00 a.m. 

--------------     HOLY WEEK     ----------- 

4/18 Maundy Thursday Service        6:30pm                         Sanctuary 

The English word “Maundy” comes from the Latin mandatum, which means 

“commandment.” As recorded in John’s gospel, on his last night before his betrayal 

and arrest, Jesus washed the feet of his disciples and then gave them a new com-

mandment; to love one another as he loved them (John 12:34). Come worship with 

us on this night that focuses on service and hospitality. 

 

4/19 Good Friday Taize Service            6:30pm                        Hospitality 

Good Friday commemorates the suffering and death on the cross of Jesus Christ. 

Now in its third year, we will observe this solemn event using worship elements of 

the Taize community. This worship tradition began in 1940 in the small village of 

Taize, France. This non-denominational tradition has since spread worldwide and 

emphasizes peaceful contemplation. The music and prayer used in services is  

simple and repetitive and is meant to evoke a spirit of meditation.  

 

4/21  Easter Sunday     “Believing”              8:30 a.m., 9:45 a.m., 11:00 a.m. 

As our Lenten journey comes to an end, so does a new journey begin, one of joy 

and salvation. Come exult in the resurrection of Jesus as we celebrate with special 

music from the Chancel Choir, Chapel Bells, Celebration Band, and more! 



 

 
 
 
 
 
Whole-y Week 
 

One of my favorite things about the Lenten season is the opportunity it grants us to be 
self-reflective. I have found myself asking questions about how I can be more loving 
and connected to God and my neighbor. I have reflected upon my life- the time I 
spend and the people and places that I spend it with- and wondered about how I could 
spend it differently. I have examined my thoughts, emotions, and intentions, asking 
whether they reflect a heart for love or a heart for something else. Maybe you have 
asked similar questions.  
 
Yet, in Lent we do not ask these questions merely to be hard on ourselves. We ask 
them so that God might transform us from the inside out and make us whole. 
  
During Holy Week and Easter, we will get a glimpse of the whole breadth of God’s 
story. Holy Week is a week where we encounter the darkness. We see the denial and 
betrayal by those closest to Jesus, and their failure to stay awake. We see Jesus  
arrested, flogged, tortured, and hanged. We see hatred seemingly win the day. During 
Holy Week we acknowledge that we live in an imperfect world as imperfect people. 
We ask ourselves once more on Holy Thursday and Holy Friday: How have I denied 
Jesus? How have I not loved God and my neighbor with my whole heart? Where have 
I and/or we turned away from the face of Jesus? We grieve, we repent, and we try our 
best to make amends. 
 
But we also know that’s not the whole story.  
 
During Holy Week and Easter, we also witness to the power of the cross. We shout for 
joy as we know that life triumphs over death, goodness over hatred, and light over 
darkness. We see the power of Jesus is strong enough to save the whole world from 
the power of death. We give thanks that God’s grace given flesh in Jesus redeems our 
own flesh and makes up for our shortcomings- and makes us whole.  
 
This season, as we journey together toward the cross (and beyond!), I invite you to 
return to the God of Love with your whole heart. 
 
In Christ, 
Pastor Brian 
 



 

As part of our Palm Sunday  

He(art) Fair, our very own  

Chancel Choir will be showcasing 

their own work of art during the 

8:30 service.  

2019 Choral Cantata, selections from: 

Handel’s MESSIAH 

April 14th, 8:30am service 

This Passion Sunday, as part of our He(art) 

Fair, the Chancel Choir will present selections 

from George Frideric Handel’s famous choral 

masterwork, Messiah. Specifically, the choir 

will sing choruses from the section of the work 

which expresses the Passion of Christ on the 

cross. These will be shared in the 8:30am  

service on April 14th.  

                                    

                                With All Your He(ART) Fair! 
Exploration of faith occurs in many ways, and this Lenten season we are encouraging you to explore 

your faith through art!  We invite you to take this year’s theme “With All Your Heart” as inspiration to 

create or share with us, a work of art. Could be a painting or a drawing; could be a quilt or a craft; could 

be a poem or a song; could be whatever you like, as long as it was created, you guessed it…with all 

your heart! You may wish to create a work depicting the life and teachings of Jesus; you may wish to 

create a work as an abstract meditation of faith; you may wish to create a work depicting God’s  

presence in everyday life; what matters is not the subject or “how good it is,” all that matters is that it 

reflects an honest exploration of your faith. On April 14th, Palm  Sunday, we invite you to showcase 

your explorations in our first ever He(art) Fair. 

  

 

 

 

Children’s Palm Parade   
            April 14th 

 

         PreK—5th grade  

 

  9:45 Celebration service   
 

Parents:  Please have your child in 
their classrooms at 9:40. 

 



  UMMen Spring Brunch   

Sunday, April 14th  

Serving:  9:00 am to 12 noon                                                                 
 Hospitality Room 

 

Menu:   egg casseroles, pancakes, sausage, bacon, 

 coffee cake, donuts, fruit plates and beverages    

Your generous free-will offering will help support the ongoing missionary 

needs of Larry and Jane Kies, UMC missionaries at the Africa University in 

Zimbabwe.  The Kies, missionaries in Africa since 1994, work with and 

teach African students agricultural methods and food-growing techniques, 

as well as English and other university-level classes. 

                 

                  Children’s Easter Celebration 

                April 21st  9:45 - 10:45 a.m. 

                           PreK through 5th graders 

 

                   Join us Easter morning to celebrate Jesus’  
resurrection and remember how much Jesus loves you.  

Enjoy some games, snacks and songs! 
 
 

Everyone is welcome ...   
regular attendees, visitors, grandchildren.  

Let’s celebrate together! 



Thursday Book Club— 

 

April 4th - The Wake Up  

                  by Catherine Ryan Hyde 

May 2nd - The Girl Who Sang to  

the Buffalo  

                  by Kent Nerburn 

Thursday Book club meets on the 1st 

Thursday of each month at 1:00 PM in 

the FUSE room, and is open to all. 

 

 

      OPEN TABLE meals—Tuesday Evenings 

Serving:  5:15-6:15 p.m.  

Parish Hall  

All are Welcome! 

 

April 2- Biscuits & gravy, scrambled eggs, salad bar,  

              desserts, milk, tea, water 

April 9 - tator tot casserole, salad bar, desserts, milk, tea,        

 water 

April 16 - Easter Dinner:  Ham balls, cheesy party  

                potatoes, green beans, deluxe dinner rolls, salad     

   bar, desserts, milk, tea, water  

April 23 - Chef’s Surprise - Simpson Buffet, salad bar,  

    desserts, milk, tea, water 

Money Matters class: 

Patent Attorney Michael Sturm will be speaking 

at the Money Matters Class on April 17th at  

7pm in Room 219. Come and listen as he talks 

about the process of attaining a Patent. Contact 

Pete Putney for more information at 515-681-

5148. 

___________________________ 

HELPING HAND is very grateful for the expansion 

of the building that added to the Food Pantry. 

The new room gives room to store more food 

and to display food better. Food and money 

donations have been declining the past months. 

We appreciate donations. Volunteers are still 

needed to sort and display the items. If you are 

interested, call The Helping Hand at 961-3864, 

Richard Kerr at 961-3578, or Joanne Walton at 

961-5219. 

 

Spring  

Clean-Up Day 

 

Saturday, April 13, 2019  9 a.m. - 12 p.m.  

 

The Cultivating Faith Life Group and 

the Trustees are hosting a Spring 

Cleanup.  It will be on Saturday, April 

13th (rain/snow date of April 27) from 

9:00 a.m.-12:00 p.m.  All are  

welcome!  Our goal is to clean up the 

grounds and make everything look 

good for Easter. 

Please bring your own garden tools 

and rakes.  Pickups are welcome as 

well!  Yard waste bags will be supplied 

as long as they last. 



        First UMC VBS 2019~ To Mars and Beyond!   

 

Registration is now open!   

 

June 17-20th from 9-11:45am.  

 

Join us as we take a trip To Mars and Beyond!  Kids will enjoy an 

interactive, energizing, Bible-based good time as they  

explore where God’s power can take them. They will become  

Voyagers and discover how to serve God and God’s mission for their lives. Epic games, 

snacks, songs, science experiments, Bible stories and crafts will make for an awesome 

week for kids 4years old (potty-trained) through 5th grade! Blast Off on this Epic  

Adventure with us! To sign up your child and/or to volunteer… go online at 

indfumc.org.  Sign-up sheets are also available at the Welcome Desk and in the church 

office.  

 

First UMC believes camp is an excellent place to deepen a child’s faith.  Because of your  generosity, First UMC 

helped a record number of students go to camp last year, and we are pleased to announce  that ALL campers will 

receive camperships again this year.  Below is a scale of the camp cost and First UMC’s 

contribution to your child’s future faith development.   (Additional financial assistance may 

be available through the Iowa  United Methodist Conference office.) 

 2019 Camp Cost:      First UMC Campership  

             $150 - $210                        $ 50 campership 

 $211  -  $284                $ 75 campership 

 $285 - and above:  $ 100 campership 

Go to www.iaumc.org/camps today to sign up for camp, log-in or create an account. Remember, camp 

events fill quickly, so register soon to make sure you secure your spot for 2019. 

Summer Games University registration is also open!  

 SGU is July 8-12th for students 7th-12th grade. Register online at www.sgu.camp.  

If you have questions, or need additional information, contact Ellen Wadding, Director of Christian Education,  

at Ellen@indfumc.org or by phone: 961-5317, ext 213. 

Support our campers and contribute generously to Camperships this year.   

http://www.sgu.camp/
mailto:Ellen@indfumc.org
https://email04.secureserver.net/webmail.php?login=1


 

 
 

UMMen Pancake Supper- A big thank you to  

everyone who helped make this event a success. A 

special thanks to our youth helpers: Evan Baker,  

Logan Hoger, Cameron Bennington, Betsy  

Richardson, Mara Cosenza, and Sage Chapman. 

Also, a thank you to everyone who attended. Your 

generosity allowed the UMMen to collect $984 for the 

youth mission trip to Kentucky in June. We are happy 

to report that $1000 will be forwarded to the youth for 

their trip. 

                                                   -Gordon Blacksmith 

  

Men’s Saturday Book Club— meets the 

1st, 3rd, and 4th Saturdays of the month at  

8 a.m. in Gable Chapel.  All are welcome!  

 

 

 

UMMen will meet on Saturday, April 13th 

@ 8:00 a.m. in the Hospitality Room. All 

men are invited to share a morning of 

coffee, fellowship and guest speaker.  For 

more info about the group, contact Gordon 

Blacksmith at grblacksmith@yahoo.com or 

515-782-3033. UMMen meets the 2nd  

Saturday of each month. All are welcome! 

 

            
 April 2019 
   
                                 

                     Unit Meeting 
Thursday, April 11th at 7:00 PM 

Hospitality Room 
Program: “What Do We Owe Our Earth?”  

         by Kathleen Moore   
Circle with Program Responsibility:  

                      Hannah Circle  
                                                           

    Elizabeth 
    Wednesday, April 17th at 7:00 PM                      
Program – “Women Witnessing to New 

Life” by Marilyn Leek 
     Hostess: Marilyn Leek 
     Location: The Village 

  
  Hannah 

   Monday, April 22nd at 7:00 PM 
  Fuse Room 

    Program: “Women Offering  
Belongingness” by Sue Schirmer 

      Devotions: Jana Barnard 
     Hostess: Kathy Martin 

 

   Rachel 
  No meeting in April 

 
 

     Ruth 
     Thursday, April 18th at 3:00 PM 

      Fuse Room 
      Program: “Music, His Work and  
               History” by Zach Rohlwing 

       Hostess: Fran Drake 
 

      Sarah 
        Wednesday, April 24th at 9:30 AM 

       Fuse Room 
      Program: “Come and Get to Know  

Our Associate Pastor”- Brian Williams 
         Hostess: Roberta Reynolds 

 



EASTER LILY / SPRING FLOWER ORDER FORM  

Lilies and spring flowers will decorate the altar on Easter morning, April 21st.  

Completed forms and checks may be placed in the offering  

or dropped off in the church office.  

 

Name _____________________________________ Phone No. _________________  

 

No. to order: _____ lily(ies) _____ spring flowers      Total amount: $_______________  

 

                                                              Plants are $12.00 each.  

(Please make checks payable to “First United Methodist Church – Easter”)  

___ Yes, we will pick up the plant after Easter         ___ No, we will not take the plant  

 

Print clearly your preferred wording for the bulletin:  

IN HONOR OF  IN MEMORY OF  

 

________________________________  __________________________________  

Join the team  -  Signup today 

Needed - able-bodied people: men, women, boys and girls  

(14 and older) to play slow pitch, co-ed church league softball 

on Monday nights. Games start in April. Sign-up fee is $30 per 

person. For all veterans of this fun activity, the season will be 

shorter as we will play two games out of the four scheduled for 

each night. See sign-up sheet in the narthex or in the office. 

For more information, practice times, game dates, or other  

details, contact Rich Clarke at richc@simcodrill.com 



        Library news for April 

 
Hey, Kids, there is still time to complete the reading 

program this spring!  Pick up a form and check out 

some books. 

 

New Fiction: 

The Secret Chord by Geraldine Brooks, a novel about the life of 

King David. 

 

Somewhere Safe with Somebody Good by Jan Karon, Father Tim 

Kavanagh returns with his wife, Cynthia, to Midford. 

 

 

New Non-fiction: 

           90 Minutes in Heaven by Don Piper, incredible true story of Don Piper's experience    

 with death and life. 

          The Little Way of Ruthie Leming by Rod Dreher, tells of the author’s return to his 

 hometown in Louisiana following is sister’s death. 

          Fresh and Easy, a Weight Watcher cookbook 

 

Children: 

           The Little Penguin by A.J. Wood.  

Senior Recognition Sunday and Brunch will be held on May 5th 

during the 9:45 Celebration service. Following worship, there will be a 

brunch for the graduates and their families.  If you have a senior that 

you would like to celebrate that day, please RSVP to  

Ellen@indfumc.org with the number of people attending. Also, please 

submit pictures for the video-tribute honoring the graduates by bringing them to 

the church office or emailing them to  

Ellen@indfumc.org. 

mailto:Ellen@indfumc.org


 

Dear FUMC, 

Thank you so much for serving at Food for the Soul. We all loved the amazing chicken tetrazzini 

you brought. Thank you so much for the ministry you do to support Simpson College. 

                                                                                      Sincerely, Simpson College RLC 

-------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

We were blessed and comforted by your memorials, floral gifts, cards, and Bob Burkhart’s call in 

remembrance of our son, Greg. We are deeply appreciative. -Carolyn and Rod Erb & family 

                                                     

Notes of Apprecia-

Finance  

Worship Attendance         

2/24/2019- 206 

3/3/2019 390 

3/10/2019- 275 

3/17/2019- 268 

3/24/2019- 266 

Prayers of sympathy for the family of Ica Miller, who passed away on December 22nd. If you 

would like to reach out to her husband, Joe Miller, he can be reached at: 9716 Alabama Ct., 

Semmes, AL 36575 

Prayers of sympathy for the family of June Fritz, who passed away on March 18th. 

Prayers of sympathy for the family of Katheryn Waser, who passed away on March 25th. 

Thank you to everyone who helped make this year’s Pi 

Day Silent Auction a success.  From bakers to buyers 

to all those people who just raised the bids to raise 

the bids, the members of United Methodist Women 

appreciate your support.  Thanks to your efforts, we 

raised over $1800.  Countless numbers of people both 

locally and around the world will benefit because of 

your generosity.    

    -Joyce Godwin, President, United Methodist Women  

PRELIMINARY FINANCIAL SUMMARY THROUGH MARCH 2019 

      

Differ-
ence  

    Actual Budget 
Actual vs. 

Budget  

Revenues      

 Pledge receipts $162,655  $156,500  $6,155   

 Non-pledge receipts $15,409  $16,500  ($1,091)  

 Other revenue $7,438  $7,820  ($382)  

 Total revenues $185,502  $180,820  $4,682   

        

Total expenses $197,938  $210,874  $12,936   

        

Net income (loss) ($12,436) ($30,054) $17,618   
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                                     April Messenger 

 

     Here’s  just a few of the exciting things you’ll see in this edition of the Messenger: 

 Easter Lily order forms 

 Holy Week services  

 UMW Spring Bake Sale 

 VBS 

  See inside for more details…. 

 


