
{ 

            

Save the Dates (more details inside…) 

      March 1st - World Day of Prayer 

      March 6th - Ash Wednesday 

      March 31st - Confirmation Sunday 

      April 14th - Palm Sunday 

      April 21st - Easter Sunday      

      May 5th - Senior Sunday 

      June 17 - 20 VBS 

 

      



 

This Month in Worship 

“With All Your Heart”  
2019 Lenten Sermon Series   

 
 

As we approach the Lenten season, a time of prayer and preparation, new and longtime 
Christians alike hear the call to return to God, with all their hearts. We invite you to join us 
as we explore this call through Pastor Tim’s and Pastor Brian’s 2019 Lenten sermon series 

“With All Your Heart.” In this series we begin on Ash Wednesday by revisiting and  
renewing God’s call to a Christian journey. We continue into the 40 days of Lent by  

exploring the process of our own repentance and reconciliation with God and one another, 
culminating in our preparation to publicly proclaim our belief in the risen Christ on Palm 

Sunday and Easter.  

 
 

3/6  Ash Wednesday  - “Return to Me” 
3/10  “God’s Generous Heart” 
3/17  Family Worship  - “Imitating” 
3/24  UMW Recognition Sunday 
3/31 Confirmation Sunday - “Coming Together” 
4/7      “Making a New Thing”  
4/14 Palm Sunday He(art) Fair and CANTATA (8:30) - “Preparing” 
              Children’s  Palm Parade (9:45)                    
                                
                                HOLY WEEK 
4/18 Maundy Thursday Service 6:30pm 
4/19 Good Friday Taize Service 6:30pm 
4/21  Easter Sunday   “Believing” 

 
 

 



 

Lent a Season of Hope 
 
In March we will enter into the Lenten Season. Sometimes  
Christians are ambivalent about Lent. We enjoy Palm Sunday 
and Easter which are themes of celebration. But Lent feels hard.  

 
We begin Lent with Ashes admitting that we are mortal and that we are all in need 
of God’s grace. It seems dark and it seems sad. But ultimately Lent is a season of hope.  
 
It is a season of hope because Lent reminds us that God takes tough and dark times and makes 
them better. We learn that God through Jesus Christ beats back evil and even conquers death! 
It is a season of hope because it reminds us that even when things look dark that God has  
better days for us. And it is a season of hope because when we admit we are powerless we are 
reminded to turn to God for our strength and power! 
 
Ultimately it is a season of hope because we are reminded that Jesus gave his life for us 
to give us grace, God’s unmerited favor, free and available to anyone who want to follow 
Christ. Free to all who desire a fuller relationship with God.  
 
Grace is free. Gods’s love is free. God’s love is unbounded. God’s lover is unwavering. 
God’s love allows no hate or prejudice. God’s love encompasses of of God’s children, 
and we are all God’s children! 
 
Come joining us in Lenten worship for a season hope when Pastor Brian and I will be  
preaching about our need to “Return to God with all Your Heart.”  
 
When we rule turn to God we receive God’s boundless love! 
 
In Christ’s love, 
 
Pastor Tim 

 

                                    
                                With All Your He(ART)…Fair! 
 
Exploration of faith occurs in many ways, and this Lenten season we are encouraging you to explore your faith 
through art!  We invite you to take this year’s theme “With All Your Heart” as inspiration to create or share with 
us, a work of art. Could be a painting or a drawing; could be a quilt or a craft; could be a poem or a song; could 
be whatever you like, as long as it was created, you guessed it…with all your heart! You may wish to create a 
work depicting the life and teachings of Jesus; you may wish to create a work as an abstract meditation of faith; 
you may wish to create a work depicting God’s presence in everyday life; what matters is not the subject or “how 
good it is,” all that matters is that it reflects an honest exploration of your faith. On April 14th, Palm Sunday, we 
invite you to showcase your explorations in our first ever He(art) Fair. 

 



__________________________________                                                                               

A Night for the Woods Hosted by Friends 

of Wesley Woods will be held on Saturday, 

March 30, 2019 at the Decades Event Center 

1208 Grand Avenue, West Des Moines 4:30-9:00 

p.m. Early Bird registration through March 1st: 

$35 per person / $250 per table (seats 8). After 

March 1st: $40 per person / $275 per table. The 

second annual Night for the Woods includes  

dinner, entertainment, and silent and live  

auctions. Make checks payable to Wesley 

Woods, with ‘Friends of Wesley Woods ‘written 

in the memo line. Want to pay with a credit 

card? Register online at https://bit.ly/2sdxKhM 

or search for us on eventbrite.com . Can’t make 

It? Mail your donation to Friends of Wesley 

Woods, PO Box 747, Indianola, IA 50125.  

Questions?  

Email friendsofwesleywoods@gmail.com or call  

Megann Schultz at (402) 981-4987. Join us for 

fun, food, and fundraising to benefit Wesley 

Woods Camp and Retreat Center.  

 

 

 

A beginner’s guide to Holy Week…Join 

Pastor Brian for a 6-week Lenten study on 

Wednesday mornings. This study begins 

on  

March 6th at 10:00 a.m. in Room 216. Books 

for this class are $10 and they are available in 

the church office or at the Welcome Desk. 

_________________________________________     

                 2019 Choral Cantata 
 
As part of our Palm Sunday He(art) Fair, our very own 
Chancel Choir will be showcasing their own work of art 
during the 8:30 service. Specifically they will be  
performing a Choral Cantata. “What is a Cantata,” you 
ask? Well… 
 

A cantata is a vocal composition with an  
instrumental accompaniment, typically in several 
movements, often involving a choir.  

 
This year’s cantata will be decided soon and we invite 
those who may have a history or interest in choral music 
to please join the Chancel Choir for this special event. 
Please see Zach for details, zach@indfumc.org 

                                                              Ash Wednesday schedule: 

                                                                         March 6th  

 
 Pastor Brian’s Lenten Class begins at 10:00 a.m. in Room 216 

 Ash Wednesday worship at 11:00 a.m. in Gable Chapel and 6:30 p.m. in the  

         Sanctuary 

 UMMen Pancake Supper served 4:30 - 6:30 p.m. in Parish Hall 

 Adult Wed.@ the Well and Bibletown classes will not meet. Enjoy Ash Wednesday  

      service together as a family.  



                                                               

Crafting for a Mission – Scrapbooking, knitting, quilting,  

sewing… We welcome all creative individuals to join us. All  

proceeds will go towards the High School Mission Trip to the  

Appalachian Mountains. 

When? Saturday, March 9th, 8:00 a.m. – 9:00 p.m. 

Where? Here at Indianola FUMC  

Cost? $40 

Includes: light breakfast, lunch, & dinner – Workspace – Shared Snack                            

Table – Door Prizes throughout the day – Goody Bag – Wifi –  

                 Vendors – Fun and fellowship. 

Questions? or to sign up- Email Kim Rasko at kraskox2@gmail.com or call/

text 515-480-1661 or Kelley Bonnes at jkk_bonnes@live.com or call/

text 515-490-9072. 

Sunday,  

March 31st 

        1 of 6 annual special UMC offerings 

When tornadoes, earthquakes, tsunamis or  

destruction strike around the globe, UMCOR  

responds as the arms and legs of Christ’s church,  

moving to assist the most vulnerable in their darkest 

days.  UMCOR’s forerunner was established in 1940 to 

meet the needs of individuals suffering overseas at the 

onset of World War II.  Since then, they have responded 

to meet needs worldwide — today in more than eighty 

countries.   

The response of UMCOR isn’t something “they” do, it’s 

something “we” do.  Consider supporting UMCOR and, 

when you give, know your support will help equip  

workers responding to hurting individuals worldwide  

Family Worship is Sunday, March 17th. 

No adult or children’s classes, no FUSE, 

and no choirs on Wednesday, March 20th 

 

Yoga is back!!! Starting Wednesday, 

March 13th from 6:30 - 7:30 

p.m. in the Hospitality Room. 

We have a new instructor who 

is volunteering her time to lead 

this class.  Open to everyone! 

mailto:kraskox2@gmail.com
mailto:jkk_bonnes@live.com


Thursday Book Club— 

 

March 7th - Defending  Jacob 

  by William Landay 

April 4th - The Wake Up  

                  by Catherine Ryan Hyde 

May 2nd - The Girl Who Sang to  

the Buffalo  

                  by Kent Nerburn 

Thursday Book club meets on the 1st 

Thursday of each month at 1:00 PM in 

the FUSE room, and is open to all. 

 

Meet our new  

Maintenance Custodian, Joyce Lepley! 

 

 

      OPEN TABLE meals—Tuesday Evenings 

Serving:  5:15-6:15 p.m.  

Parish Hall  

All are Welcome! 

 

Feb. 26– Chef’s Surprise, salad bar, desserts, milk, 
tea, water 

March 5—Chicken wings, corny mac & cheese, salad 
bar, desserts, milk, tea, water 

 
March 12—Beefy Bean & Veg. Soup, corn bread, 

salad bar, desserts, milk, tea, water 

March 19–  Pasta bar, green beans, breadsticks, 
salad bar, desserts, milk, tea, water 

–  
March 26 - Beef stew , Shepherds P ie, peas,  
rolls/bread, salad bar, desserts, milk, tea, water 

 
April 2- Biscuits & gravy, scrambled eggs, sal-

ad bar,  
desserts, milk, tea, water 

April 9 - tator tot casserole, salad bar, des-
serts, milk, tea, water 

 

 

 

INCLEMENT 
WEATHER  

CANCELLATION POLICY:  
Cancellation notifications will be sent to  

local media, Facebook, and email.  During 
the week, if inclement weather or  
exceptional circumstances arise, any  
activities scheduled in the church facility are 
cancelled if Indianola Community Schools 
are cancelled or dismissed early. 

Confirmation Sunday     

March 31st during the  

9:45 Celebration Service.  



        First UMC VBS 2019~ To Mars and Beyond!   

 

Registration is now open!   

 

June 17-20th from 9-11:45am.  

 

Join us as we take a trip To Mars and Beyond!  Kids will enjoy an 

interactive, energizing, Bible-based good time as they  

explore where God’s power can take them. They will become  

Voyagers and discover how to serve God and God’s mission for their lives. Epic games, 

snacks, songs, science experiments, Bible stories and crafts will make for an awesome 

week for kids 4years old (potty-trained) through 5th grade! Blast Off on this Epic  

Adventure with us! To sign up your child and/or to volunteer… go online at 

indfumc.org.  Sign-up sheets are also available at the Welcome Desk and in the church 

office.  

 

First UMC believes camp is an excellent place to deepen a child’s faith.  Because of your  generosity, First UMC 

helped a record number of students go to camp last year, and we are pleased to announce  that ALL campers will 

receive camperships again this year.  Below is a scale of the camp cost and First UMC’s 

contribution to your child’s future faith development.   (Additional financial assistance may 

be available through the Iowa  United Methodist Conference office.) 

 2019 Camp Cost:      First UMC Campership  

           Less than $150 - $210         $ 50 campership 

 $211  -  $284               $ 75 campership 

 $285 - and above:  $ 100 campership 

Go to www.iaumc.org/camps today to sign up for camp, log-in or create an account. Remember, camp 

events fill quickly, so register soon to make sure you secure your spot for 2019. 

Summer Games University registration is also open!  

 SGU is July 8-12th for students 7th-12th grade. Register online at www.sgu.camp.  

If you have questions, or need additional information, contact Ellen Wadding, Director of Christian Education,  

at Ellen@indfumc.org or by phone: 961-5317, ext 213. 

Support our campers and contribute generously to Camperships this year.   

http://www.sgu.camp/
mailto:Ellen@indfumc.org
https://email04.secureserver.net/webmail.php?login=1


 

 

 

World Day of Prayer 

Friday, March 1st      

This year's program, "Come!  Everything is 
Ready" is written by the WDP  

committee of the  country of   

Slovenia.  All are welcome.  

             

Services will be held : 

10:00 am  - Trinity United Presbyterian      
 Church, 200 S. Howard St., Indianola 

2:00 pm    - The Village, 1203 N. E St.,  

                       Indianola 

 

Pi Auction  

It’s back!  UMW is  

resurrecting the Pi Day Auction!  Pi Day  

Auction bidding will be held from February 

24th—March 17th.  Proceeds will  

benefit the Matthew 25 fund and United 

Methodist Women mission projects.  

Remember: the more you bid, the more we 

give. Questions? ... 

contact Joyce Godwin at 515-961-3806 or joycelgodwin@msn.com.   

            
                     March 2019 
                                    

                     Unit Meeting 

Thursday, March 14th , 7:00 PM 
Hospitality Room 

Program: “Maternal and Child Health” by             
Mercy Hospital Outreach   

             Hostess: Ruth Circle  
                                                        

Elizabeth 
Wednesday, March 20th at l:00 PM 

          Fuse Room                       
Program – “Happy Birthday, UMW” by  

Beverly Wetzel 
     Hostess: Beverly Wetzel 

 
  

  Hannah 
   Monday, March 25th, 7:00 PM 

  Fuse Room 
    Program: “Happy Birthday, UMW” by  

Mareni May 
    Devotions: Kathy Martin 
     Hostess: Carol Polson 

 

   Rachel 
     Wednesday, March 20th, 11:00 AM 

     Heritage Room at The Village 
     Program: “Happy Birthday, UMW” by  

Kathleen Moore 
 

     Ruth 
     Thursday, March 21st, 3:00 PM 

      Fuse Room 
      Program: “Call to Prayer and Self  

Denial”  by 
Lois Godwin 

       Hostess: Lois Godwin 
 

      Sarah 
        Wednesday, March 27th, 9:30 AM 

       Fuse Room 
      Program: “150th Anniversary of UMW- 

Women in Ministry” by Kathleen Moore 
         Hostess: Anne Johnson 

mailto:joycelgodwin@msn.com


       

UMMen Pancake Supper 

Wednesday, March 6th 

4:30 - 6:30 p.m. in Parish Hall 

 

Free will offering. All proceeds will go to support the High School FUSE Mission trip to 

Ashland, Kentucky in June. 

______________________________________________________________________ 

 

Annual Pancake Breakfast 

       Sat. March  30th 

       8 a.m. - 12 p.m. 

  Des Moines Grace UMC  

    37th & Cottage Grove 

All you  care to eat pancakes, sausage, eggs, and beverages. 

Tickets are $10 for adults,  $5 for children 6-12, and ages 0-5 are free.  

 

 

                                          Men’s Saturday Book Club— 

meets the 1st, 3rd, and 4th Saturdays of the month at  

8 a.m. in Gable Chapel. Currently, the group is reading 

‘Thomas Jefferson: The Art of Power’ by John Meacham. 

All are welcome!  

 

UMMen will meet on Saturday, March  9th @ 8:00 a.m. in the Hospitality 

Room. All men are invited to share a morning of coffee, fellowship and guest 

speaker.  For more info about the group, contact Gordon Blacksmith at  

grblacksmith@yahoo.com or 515-782-3033. UMMen meets the 2nd Saturday of 

each month. All are welcome! 



 

Library news for late Feb/March 

 
Did you know that the library has lots of 

great biographies and autobiographies?  You can read about Sally Ride by Lynn Sherr, Sum It Up by 

Pat Summit, An Hour Before Daylight by Jimmy Carter, Grace and Grit by Lilly Ledbetter, or When 

Breath Becomes Air by Paul Kalanithi. 

 

Some older favorites are John Wesley’s Life and Ethics by Ronald Stone; Ruth and Billy Graham, The 

Legacy of a Couple by Hanspeter Nuesch; The World According to Mister Rogers by Fred Rogers or 

George Washington Carver in Indianola by Ed Carty. 

 

As winter hangs on, there’s nothing better to pass the time than a good book! 

 

   

 

Senior Recognition Sunday and Brunch will be 

held on May 5th during the 9:45 Celebration service.  

Following worship, there will be a brunch for the graduates 

and their families.  If you have a senior that you would like 

to celebrate that day, please RSVP to  

Ellen@indfumc.org with the number of people attending. 

Also, please submit pictures for the video-tribute honoring the graduates 

by bringing them to the church office or emailing them to  

Ellen@indfumc.org. 

mailto:Ellen@indfumc.org


Many thanks to everyone that helped 

take down the Christmas trimmings. It 

was such a help. It was so appreciated. 

                                          -Altar Guild 

Notes of Apprecia-

Finance  

Worship Attendance         

1/20/2019- 222 

1/27/2019 248 

2/3//2019- 304 

2/10//2019- 216 

2/17/2019- 88 

  

-  

-  

Prayers for sympathy for the family 

of Vickie Vanderpool, who passed 

away on February 18th. 

 

 

 PRELIMINARY FINANCIAL SUMMARY THROUGH JANUARY 2019 

       Difference   

     Actual Budget 
Actual vs. 

Budget   

 Revenues       

  Pledge receipts $68,398  $60,500  $7,898    

  Non-pledge receipts $6,124  $4,700  $1,424    

  Other revenue $3,862  $4,020  ($158)   

  Total revenues $78,384  $69,220  $9,164    

          

 Total expenses $68,654  $86,247  $17,593    

          

 Net income (loss) $9,730  ($17,027) $26,757    

          

                   -RESCHEDULED -  

Lunch with the Pastors will now be held 

on March 3rd at 12:00 p.m. in the FUSE 

Room. Interested in joining Indianola 

FUMC? Come enjoy lunch with the pastors 

and learn more about church membership. 

Please RSVP by calling the church office 

at 961-5317 or sending an email to  

Merrilee@indfumc.org   
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     Here’s  just a few of the exciting things you’ll see in this edition of the Messenger: 

Ash Wednesday schedule 

Palm Sunday Cantata  

 He(art) Fair 

VBS 

  See inside for more details…. 

 


