Save the Dates
Sunday, Dec. 9th: 9:45 AM Christmas Program Dress Rehearsal
Wednesday, Dec. 12th: 6:00 PM 4th/5th grade Dress Rehearsal & Pizza Party
for cast members

Sunday, Dec. 16th, 9:45 AM – Children’s Christmas Program
Sunday, Dec. 23rd: One worship service at 10:00 AM
Monday, Dec. 24th*: Christmas Eve services:
3pm - Contemporary worship with carols and praise music led
by First UMC's Celebration Band. Special music by the Rock of
Ages youth ensemble.

{

5pm - Traditional worship with carols led by Zach Rohlwing on the
grand piano. Special music by the Chapel Bells.
7pm - Traditional worship with carols led by Jean Park on First
UMC's majestic pipe organ. Special music by the Chancel
Choir.
Sunday, Dec. 30th: Family Worship Services (no Sunday School) at
8:30, 9:45, 11:00 AM
*No staffed childcare will be available on Dec. 24th. Families are encouraged to
take this opportunity to worship and celebrate the wonder of Christmas as a
family. A non-staffed room (a wiggle room) will be available for use.

Hey, Kids, don’t forget to finish your Fall
Reading Program list and pick up your
prize!

Altar Guild Looking for Volunteers
We are in need of folks willing to help for one
month of the year to make sure there are flowers on
the altar each Sunday. Flowers can be real or
artificial.
In addition to flowers on the altar, the Guild
decorates the altar/church at Thanksgiving,
Christmas, and Easter. We also bake goodies at
Christmastime to give to the students that come
from Simpson to help with the hanging of the
greens and putting up the Christmas trees. We do
not hold monthly meetings, so time-commitment is
minimal. Contact Ardene Downing at 515-9614756, Shelly Priebe at 515-419-4738 or Darla

We have a large selection of Christmas
books, for your
holiday reading.
Check them out!
Also, your library
committee
appreciates your
patronage and
support of the
church library
this past year.

Pat Hicks | Carol Kenney | Joanne Walton
| Mary Young

Kickbush at 515-707-5456 with questions.

Altar Flowers
Do you have an event: birth, wedding, anniversary
etc, that you would like to celebrate by placing
flowers on the altar? Or maybe you just want to
provide flowers for the altar to beautify worship. It
always brightens up the altar.
For available dates and to get your name on the
calendar, contact Darla Kickbush,
kkick40@gmail.com, or 515-707-5456 or for further
information regarding the purchase of your flowers.

Third Watch Care Packages
The FUSE HS students need your
assistance!
Help us fill baskets for those serving our
community on Christmas Eve with items
such as: granola bars, chips, salsa,
dried fruit, meat sticks, crackers,
candy, drinks, etc…
Collection baskets can be found around
the church.

In the Midst of Advent

This Month in Worship
December 9, 2018
Advent 2
The Light-Giver Comes!
Luke 1:68-79

December 16, 2018
Advent 3
Learning How to Rejoice Again
Philippians 4:4-7
Children’s Christmas
Program at 9:45 service
December 23, 2018
Advent 4
ONE Service @ 10:00 AM
Music led by Zach Rohlwing
and Jim Stockberger

December 24, 2018
Christmas Eve Services
3 PM, 5 PM, 7 PM
December 30, 2018
Learning How to Rejoice Again
Philippians 4:4-7

While our culture often thinks of the weeks leading up to
Christmas as the “Christmas Season,” for the Church the
four weeks leading up to Christmas is Advent. The
distinction is that Advent is a season of preparation for the
celebration of Christmas when Christians celebrate the
birth of Jesus. Historically that celebration went for twelve days from Christmas
day through Epiphany on January 6th.
The value of having a season of preparation is that it builds anticipation for
Christmas, it allows us to reflect on what we are celebrating at Christmas, and it
allows us to talk about the coming of Christ in the world over the course of
several weeks.
We will be lighting the Advent wreath each Sunday of Advent at First UMC as a
kind of countdown to Christmas and commemorating the travels of Mary and
Joseph, the wonder of the shepherds, the joy of the angels and the long journey
of the Magi.
While some Christian groups feel that the secular festivities of Christmas
some how competes with the faith observance of Christmas, it really does not
have to be that way! Christians have borrowed many positive symbols from
cultural Christmas observances including Christmas trees, greenery, poinsettias,
lights, and a spirit of Christmas that talks about Christmas as a season of giving.
There is nothing incompatible with a season of giving and the Church’s
proclamation that Christ was born in this world to give of himself and offer God’s
love and grace to the entire world.
Advent is also a time when Christians reflect on the meaning of Christ’s presence
with us. We talk about Christ’s first advent (being born in a manger in a stable in
Bethlehem) and Christ’s second coming or second advent when Christ makes his
presence more fully known in the world.
We all believe that it is God’s desire for God to be more fully present with people,
that we were all created to have God in our lives, and that God very much wants
to be a part of everything we do every day.
Beyond Advent and Christmas we celebrate the coming light of Christ which also
points us the coming of spring, warmer and sunnier days, and a reminder that
while winter and cold is here now, there are always brighter days ahead!
During Advent and Christmas we encourage you to check out all the special
opportunities for worship at First UMC and make the season an opportunity to
thank and praise God for Christ being with us and among us!
May God bless you and your family in the Advent and
Christmas Seasons!
In Christ’s service,
Pastor Tim Bonney

Thursday Book Club—

INDIANOLA OPERATION CHRISTMAS -

VOLUNTEERS NEEDED

January
No Book Discussion in January
February
The Forgotten Road
By Richard Paul Evans

Thursday Book club meets on the 1st
Thursday of each month at 1:00 PM in
the FUSE room, and is open to all.

Toys for Bidwell
First United Methodist Church is
sponsoring a toy drive for Bidwell
Riverside. The toys will be distributed to
families in need at their Toy Party on
December 16.

WHO: Lay people from several Indianola
churches distribute food and gifts to people in
need at Christmas.
WHEN: Sunday, December 9, 2018
5:45 - 8:00 p. m.
WHERE: Church of Christ facility will be used to
distribute food vouchers, and the Indianola
WalMart will be used as the site for a guided
selection of gifts.
VOLUNTEER HELP IS NEEDED TO:
Help recipients purchase gift items at the
Indianola Wal-Mart Store from 5:45 – 8:00 p. m.
Help distribute food vouchers at the Indianola
Church of Christ @ 1112 East Iowa Ave. from
5:45 – 8:00 p. m.
To volunteer, please contact Deb McDaniel.
Email: dmcdaniel_38@msn.com
Telephone: 515-240-2029

New toys, books, games, and stuffed
animals for ages 0-12 are needed.

Containers will be placed around the
church where you can drop off toys
through Sunday, December 9.

INCLEMENT
WEATHER
CANCELLATION POLICY:
Cancellation notifications will be sent to
local media, Facebook, and email. During
the week, if inclement weather or
exceptional circumstances arise, any
activities scheduled in the church facility are
cancelled if Indianola Community Schools
are cancelled or dismissed early.

Advent To Go!
First UMC wants to stay
connected with you AND help
you celebrate Advent as a
family even when you can’t be at
church. We have created ‘Advent to
Go’ boxes to help! In each box you will find
Advent activities to do as a family. (Two per
week). Each activity has a scripture,
corresponding object and discussion
questions. Boxes are available in the church
office, Bibletown, Welcome Center and
WaumbaLand. Please contact Ellen with any
questions. (ellen@indfumc.org)

SAVE THE DATE!!!
Wednesday, January 9th at 6:00 p.m.
GAMES! FOOD! FAMILY! FUN!
in the Hospitality Room

Indianola First UMC Children’s
Christmas Program
December 16th at 9:45am
Rehearsals for children will take place during
Sunday School in the month of December.
4th/5th graders are rehearsing weekly during
Wednesdays @ the Well.

Sunday, Dec. 9th: 9:45am Christmas Program
Dress Rehearsal (During Sunday School)
Final dress rehearsal for 4th / 5th graders
is Dec. 12th from 6:00-7:30pm. (PIZZA PARTY)
Please Contact Jen Sedlock at
jmbrjs@msn.com if you have any questions.

Advent In Church
Advent officially begins on December 2, and
continues through December 24th.

The Children’s Christmas Program will
take place on December 16th.
Note that we will only have ONE Service
on December 23, at 10:00.
Christmas Eve Services will take place at
3 PM, 5 PM, & 7 PM

Dec/Jan —Wednesdays
@ the Well
December 5

Christmas Practice cont. (Grades 4-5)
December 12
6:00 pm Pizza Party and Dress Rehearsal for
4/5th grade cast members
NO Classes Dec 19, Dec 26, Jan 2 or Jan 9
Wednesdays @ the Well will return
JANUARY 16th.

Need a Ride to Christmas Eve...
or do you know someone who does?
Rides are available to and from the
5:00 PM worship service.
Please contact Bob Burkhart to coordinate
a bus pick-up from your residence
Bob’s phone #: 515-238-9028

First UMC
Family
Christmas
Movie Night
Bring your family
and join us as we
watch ‘THE STAR.’
Wed., Dec. 19th
5:30-7:30 p.m.
in the Sanctuary

Hot dogs, chips, and
drinks will be
Provided. Bring a
snack to share.
Family Photo Booth and Christmas Tree
Make the most of the Holiday Season!
Come and use the backdrop and display for a family photo. Snap your own photos on your
phone or with your own camera to create your family memories. The display will be
available in the Hospitality Room .
We’ll also have a First UMC family Christmas tree in the Narthex. Bring a family ornament
to help decorate our tree.

UMM Meals from the Heartland
14 participants from First UMC visited
Meals from the Heartland on November
10th. While there, they made 27 boxes of
meals with each box containing 36
packages, and each package makes 6
meals. This means a total of 5,832 meals
were packaged during this trip. A special
thanks to Chris Schupp for driving the
bus.

Trust and Estate Planning—January 9th at 7 p.m. in Room 216
This is a special event hosted by the Money Matters Life Group.
Join Attorney Steve Hall as he discusses Trust and Estate Planning.
Questions? Contact Pete Putney at 515-449-3753.

OPEN TABLE meals—Serving: 5:15 - 6:15 PM - Parish Hall
December 4

December 18

Baked Chicken and Rice Casserole

Chef’s Surprise

Peas

Simpson Buffet

December 11
Breakfast Egg Casserole
Hashbrowns
Toast

December 25/Christmas Dinner
Turkey/Ham
Mashed Potatoes, gravy, green bean casserole

Volunteers Needed!
Contact Marcia Peeler if you are able to volunteer for the Christmas Day meal
preparations or to help serve.

Prayers for those with recent health
concerns:
Patricia Vermace
Anna Woolson

Notes of Apprecia-

Carol Putney
Roberta Kerr

Prayers of celebration for the baptisms
that took place in the last month:
Easton Dale Lukenbill
June Marie Reynolds
Nashlynn Rae Teel
Callen Gregory Johnston

Avia Louise Jetter

On behalf of the Distribution Center set
up for short-term tornado relief, housed
at Hope UMC in Marshalltown, we would
like to thank you for your donation.
100% of your donation has been used to
help individuals and families impacted
by the tornado. We thank you for your
generosity and support in this time of
need for our community.
Thanks so much!
Pastor Nan Smith

Ryan Robert Huff

Finance

Worship Attendance

PRELIMINARY FINANCIAL SUMMARY THROUGH NOVEMBER 2018

Actual

Budget

$564,552

$562,500

Difference
Actual vs.
Budget

Revenues
Pledge receipts
Non-pledge receipts

$2,052

10/14/2018

334

10/21/2018

330

10/28/2018

335

Other revenue

$58,321
$25,929

$84,200 ($25,879)
$29,300 ($3,371)

11/04/2018

421

Total revenues

$648,802

$676,000 ($27,198)

11/11/2018

322

Total expenses

$704,742

$739,065

$34,323

11/18/2018

322

Net income (loss)

($55,940) ($63,065)

$7,125

11/25/2018

59
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