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Save the Dates
Sunday, Nov. 25th: Family Worship (No Sunday School)
Sunday Dec. 9th: 9:45am Christmas Program Dress Rehearsal
(During Sunday School)

Wednesday Dec. 12th: 5:30pm Pizza Party & Dress Rehearsal for 4/5th
grade cast members

Sunday, Dec. 16, 9:45 a.m. – Children’s Christmas Program
Come and join the children in the retelling of the story of the birth of Jesus.

Dec. 23rd* and 30th: Family Worship
*No staffed childcare will be available on Dec. 23rd or 24th. Families are
encouraged to take this opportunity to worship and celebrate the wonder of
Christmas as a family. A non-staffed room (a wiggle room) will be available for use.

Advent Class

Advent In Church

Sign up now for a 4 week Advent Study with
Pastor Tim Bonney.

Rejoice in the season as Pastor Tim informally
begins Advent on November 25th with his sermon,

Classes Offered:

The Advent of Christ.

Wednesday Mornings—10 AM (TBD)
Wednesday Evenings—6:30 PM (219)

November 25th will also be a Family Worship
Sunday with NO SUNDAY SCHOOL CLASSES.

November 28, December 5, 12, & 19

Share in the joy of the coming of Christ as the
Children’s Christmas Program takes place on
December 16th.

Contact ellen@indfumc.org or sign up at the
Welcome Desk.

On December 23, we finish the Advent season
with ONE Service , at 10:00, lead by Jim .

Lighting of the Advent Candles

Christmas Eve Services will take place at
3 PM, 5 PM, & 7 PM

If you and your family would like to
take part in lighting a candle during
Advent, please contact Zach at
zach@indfumc.org, or sign up on the
board in the Narthex.

Family Photo Booth and Christmas Tree

UMW’s Advent by Candlelight
Advent by Candlelight will take place
on Sunday, December 2nd at 7:00 PM.
Tickets will be sold on November 18th
from 9:30 a.m. – 11:00 a.m. in the
Hospitality Room and must be
purchased in advance.

Make the most of the Holiday Season!
Come and use the backdrop and display for an
outdoor-look photo. Snap your own photos on
your phone or with your own camera to create
your family memories. The display will be
available in the Hospitality Room .
We’ll also have a First UMC family Christmas tree
starting November 25th. Bring a family ornament
to share with everyone as we decorate for the
Holidays! Just remember to pick yours up at the
beginning of the New Year.

Holy Day Excitement!
This Month in Worship

November 18, 2018
The Church Isn’t the Building
Mark 13:1-8
November 25, 2018
The Advent of Christ
Revelations 1:4-8
December 2, 2018
Advent 1
The Promise Fulfilled!
Jeremiah 33:12-16
December 9, 2018
Advent 2
The Light-Giver Comes!
Luke 1:68-79
December 16, 2018
Advent 3
Learning How to Rejoice Again
Philippians 4:4-7
December 23, 2018
Advent 4
ONE Service @ 10:00 AM

We are only days away from the Advent
Season. Advent and Christmas Seasons are
my favorite seasons of the year. They are
seasons of hope and joy. In these seasons
we again return together as the family of
God to celebrate the birth of Christ. We plan special times of
worship, we plan church and family events, we sing beautiful carols,
we decorate our homes and the church with greenery and Christmas decorations. We make a really big deal out of this time of year.
We make a big deal out of the birth of Jesus because it IS a big deal.
That God loved us so much that God sent God’s son Jesus to be
born into this world is wonderful news! It’s wonderful and joyful
news because it means that God cares about us, God loves us, and
loves us so much that God chose to be among us in all of the ups
and downs of life. So we sing about the wonder of Christ’s incarnation.
This is also a season of hope. The birth of Jesus reminds us of what
the world should be and how God desires us to love each other and
the world. In celebrating Christmas, even in difficult times, we hold
up the hope for a better world, for a more loving world, for a world
in which everyone is welcome into God’s loving and caring family.
This time of year of love to see the excitement of our children as we
prepare for this season. I love to watch and be in the middle of the
buzz of activities around the Church because we are celebrating the
birth of savior!

December 24, 2018

“For unto us a child is born, unto us a son is given: and the
government shall be upon his shoulder: and his name shall be called
Wonderful, Counselor, The mighty God, The everlasting Father, The
Prince of Peace.” Isaiah 9:6

Christmas Eve Services

In anticipation of this holy season,

3 PM, 5 PM, 7 PM

Pastor Tim

Third Watch Care Packages

Thursday Book Club—

The FUSE HS students need your assistance!

December, 6th

Help us fill baskets for those serving our
community on Christmas Eve with items such
as: granola bars, chips, salsa, dried fruit,
meat sticks, crackers, candy, drinks, etc…

The Thursday Book Club is reading

Collection baskets can be found around the
church.

Toys for Bidwell
First United Methodist Church is sponsoring a toy drive for Bidwell Riverside. The
toys will be distributed to families in need
at their Toy Party on December 16.
New toys, books, games, and stuffed animals for ages 0-12 are needed.
Containers will be placed around the
church where you can drop off toys
through Sunday, December 9.

The Keeper of Lost
Things
by Ruth Hogan
Thursday Book club meets on the 1st
Thursday of each month at 1:00 PM in
the FUSE room and is open to all.
Join us for an
Ecumenical service of
Thanksgiving on
November 18 at 7:00
pm at First UMC.
An offering will be received during the service. Please consider bringing:
Canned goods to go to the ministry and work
of Helping Hands
A monetary gift for the benevolence fund of
the Indianola Ministerial

NO WED @ THE WELL
NOVEMBER 21st
Due to the Thanksgiving Holiday, Children,
Youth, Adult classes and all rehearsals are
cancelled on November 21st.
All Wednesday @ the Well activities will resume on November 28th!

Travel with Pastor Tim & Michelle Bonney
to Ireland in 2019!
September 23rd - October 2, 2019 Pastor Tim and
Michelle will lead a trip to Ireland with Educational
Opportunities, a Christian travel organization that
works extensively with the Iowa Annual Conference.
On the trip you will have opportunity to see many
historic and Christian sites of interest in Ireland while
traveling with fellow friends from Indianola First UMC!
There are discounts for early signup through
Educational Opportunities and EO makes all flight,
hotel and other reservations for the group.
Brochures and sign-ups for the trip are available at
the Welcome Center and in the Church Office! If you
are interested in the trip please contact Pastor Tim for
more information.

You can also visit the link below for more info:
http://bit.ly/ireland-with-pastor-tim

Commitment 2019
As we finish the year, the Finance
Committee wants to urge those who
haven’t, to make their Commitment
of Giving for 2019.
By submitting before December, we
will be able to create and pass a
budget for the church before the
beginning of the year.
Commitment cards have been
mailed, but can also be found in
multiple locations around the
church.
You can also submit your commitment online through the following
link:
http://bit.ly/2019-firstumccommitment

It is an Indianola First United Methodist Church tradition to present each
third grader in our congregation with a new Bible. This is an extremely
exciting time in our church and the Bible presentation has proven to be an
excellent catalyst for children to continue or begin to grow in their faith. The
third graders involved gain a sense of fellowship with their peers and
develop a deeper sense of belonging to the First UMC family.

Front Row: Colby Rockhold, Landon Troll, Mason Reuter, Nolan Fichter
Back Row: Anna Herring, Avery Boozer, Ariana Snyder, Kaelee Holter, Blake Putney, Eden
Whitson
Not Pictured: Tate Brewer, Sam Anderson, Cara Baker, Addison Philippi, Ethan Brinning

Indianola First UMC Children’s
Christmas Program
December 16th at 9:45am
Rehearsals for children will take place during
Sunday School in the month of December.
Youth are rehearsing weekly during Wednesdays
@ the Well.
Dress rehearsal for 4th and 5th graders
will be Wed. Dec. 12th from 5:30-7:30pm. (PIZZA
PARTY)
NO rehearsal Nov. 21st

K-5 Students need to be in their classrooms on November 25th by 8:30 AM.

Nov/Dec — Wednesdays @
the Well Bibletown News
November 21
NO Wednesday @ the Well
November 28
Wear your favorite sports team jersey
Missions Activity
December 5
Christmas Practice cont. (Grades 4-5)

Please Contact Jen Sedlock at jmbrjs@msn.com if
you have any questions.

December 12
5:30pm Pizza Party and Dress Rehearsal for
4/5th grade cast members
6:30pm Program practice for all students

December 16th — Important Note
Please have all K-5 students to their classrooms @ 8:30 on Dec 16th.
Pre-K students need to be in their room @ 9:15.
(WaumbaLand will be open @ 8:30 for students here before 9:15.)

Helping Hand Update
Work on the addition the the Helping
Hand
building is continuing. The
resurfacing of Clinton Street has delayed
construction.
Pencil in your calendars—an Open House
for the new addition will now likely take
place in late December or early January.
Donors with donations of $1,000 or more
will get their name displayed on the
building.

Need a Ride to Church?
Or do you know someone who does?
Rides are available to and from
worship services each week.
Please contact Bob Burkhart to coordinate
a bus pick-up from your residence
Bob’s Phone #: 515-238-9028

Please, no furniture donations during
construction due to lack of room.
Helping Hand also assists with Operation
Christmas, a joint project with several
Indianola Churches. This project furnishes
food to needy families of Warren County
and will take children shopping for gifts
on December 9. Families can sign up on
or before Nov 21 at the church, or at
Helping Hand.
Otherwise, we continue to operate as
normal; three days a week to the public:
Tuesdays from 12:30—2:30 PM
Thursdays 9:00—11:00 AM
Saturdays 9:00-11:00 AM
Food and cash donations are always
accepted, and volunteers are always
in need.

INDIANOLA OPERATION CHRISTMAS VOLUNTEERS NEEDED
WHO: Lay people from several Indianola
churches distribute food and gifts to people in
need at Christmas.
WHEN: Sunday, December 9, 2018 5:45 - 8:00
p. m.
WHERE: Church of Christ facility will be used
to distribute food vouchers, and the Indianola
WalMart will be used as the site for a guided
selection of gifts.
VOLUNTEER HELP IS NEEDED TO:
Help recipients purchase gift items at the Indianola Wal-Mart Store from 5:45 – 8:00 p. m.
Help distribute food vouchers at the Indianola
Church of Christ @ 1112 East Iowa Ave. from
5:45 – 8:00 p. m.
To volunteer please contact Deb McDaniel.
Email: dmcdaniel_38@msn.com Telephone:
515-240-2029

’Tis the Season

of celebration!
We want to feature
YOUR designs on the
December bulletin covers. In the space provided, draw or color a
picture of what Christmas
means to you. Share
your favorite part of the
Christmas story, draw
what you think is important for people to
remember about Christmas, or use the Advent
themes (Hope, Love, Joy,
Peace) for inspiration.
16 designs will be featured on the front of the
bulletins in Advent.

All ages are welcome to
participate and share
what Christmas means
to you.

Name __________________________________ Grade (not required) __________
Title / theme of picture (not required): _____________________________________

Deadline for submissions is November 26th.
Drawings / pictures may
be returned to the church
office, placed in the box
on the Welcome desk,
given to teachers or
Ellen
Wadding.
Scanned designs may
be sent to

Ellen@indfumc.org.

The 2018 Thanksgiving Ingathering was Saturday,
November 3 in Greenfield. Joyce Godwin and Kathy
Martin transported School and Hygiene Kits that
have been donated by Indianola FUMC United Methodist Women. UMW had put together 114 school
kits and 24 hygiene kits! The United Methodist
Committee on Relief (UMCOR) places a value of
$1,542.00 on our gift.
In addition, several UMW sewers made over 50
cloth school bags that went to the UMCOR Midwest
Distribution Center in Pawnee IL in June.
Thank you FUMC United Methodist Women for your
contribution to missions!

Advent by Candlelight
Advent by Candlelight will take place on
Sunday, December 2nd at 7:00 PM.
Tickets will be sold on November 4th,
11th, and 18th from 9:30 a.m. – 11:00
a.m. in the Hospitality Room.

All are welcome to join us
every Tuesday evening for
a hot meal and fellowship
at First UMC.

To All Methodist Men
Serving: 5:15 - 6:15 p.m.

December 8th
8:00 am
Light breakfast served

UMM will hold their next meeting at
8:00 AM on Saturday December 8th. A
light breakfast will be served.

Parish Hall
Volunteer opportunities include:
 menu planning and shopping
 meal preparation
 dessert donations
 dinnertime serving and cleanup

Questions? Contact Gordon Blacksmith
at 515-782-3033.

Meals for November
November 13
Trinity Tuesday
Soup Supper
Bread Sticks

UMM Annual Soup Supper
Dozens from First UMC and the community attended the annual UMM Soup Supper on Wednesday, Nov. 7th. A free will
offering was accepted, benefitting the
Matthew 25 Fund.
In total, $1,000 was donated to the fund.
Thank you to everyone who attended and
special thanks to those able to contribute
and keep the Matthew 25 Fund helping
those in need!

November 20
Thanksgiving
Turkey
Mashed Potatoes & Gravy
Green bean casserole

Rolls
November 27
Chef’s Surprise
Simpson Buffet

Salad bar, desserts, milk, tea, and water are
available each meal.

90th Birthday Celebrated
with long-time Library
Volunteer
Bernice Pickup celebrated her
90th birthday on October 4th
with cake during Hospitality Time
in between services on October
11th.
Bernice

Altar Guild
Work on the addition the the Helping Hand
building is continuing. The
resurfacing of
Clinton Street has delayed construction.
Pencil in your calendars—an Open House for the
new addition will now likely take place in late
December or early January. Donors with donations of $1,000 or more will get their name displayed on the building.
Please, no furniture donations
construction due to lack of room.

during

Helping Hand also assists with Operation Christmas, a joint project with several Indianola
Churches. This project furnishes food to needy
families of Warren County and will take children
shopping for gifts on December 9. Families can
sign up on or before Nov 21 at the church, or at
Helping Hand.
Otherwise, we continue to operate as normal;
three days a week to the public:

Tuesdays from 12:30—2:30 PM

READING PROGRAM REMINDER!
It’s Reading Program time again for PreK through 5th grade students! You can
pick up the reading form in the church
library. Read 5 books from the church
library between September 9 and December 16 and get a prize from our
overflowing prize box!

November 2018 Library News
The books for the 2019 UMW Reading Program are
here! Look for them on the UMW bookshelves.
These books are for everyone to enjoy, not just UMW
readers!
The Same Sky by Amanda
Ward
When Breath Becomes Air,
What Makes Life Worth
Living in the Face of Death by
Paul Kalanithi
Hope for the Future, Answering God’s Call to Justice for
Our Children by Shannon Daley-Harris
The Feathered Bone by Julie Cantrell
We Are All Fast-Food Workers Now, The Global
Uprising Against Poverty Wages by Annelise Orleck

Weird!, A Story
About
Dealing
With Bullying in
Schools by Erin
Frankel
(Children’s book)
The Soulmaking
Room by Dee Dee Risher
What We Need Is Here, Practicing the
Heart
of
Christian
Spirituality
by L. Roger Owens
Threading My Prayer Rug,
One Woman’s Journey
from Pakistani Muslim to
American
Muslim by
Sabeeha Rehman
Ahimsa by Supriya Kelkar

Escape from the Green Mountain
by Christine Taylor

Do All Lives Matter? The Issues We Can No Longer
Ignore and the Solutions We All Long For by Wayne
Gordon and John M. Perkins

Also new in November:

Eleanor, A Spiritual Biography of Eleanor Roosevelt
by Harold Ivan Smith

A Box of Butterflies by Roma Downey

Hands on the Freedom
Plow, Personal Accounts
by Women in Student
Nonviolent Coordinating
Committee
by Faith Hosaert

A Hop, Skip, and a Jump Through the
Bible by J. Ellsworth Kalas
Cat Stories by James Herriot
The Wonky Donkey by Craig Smith
(National bestselling children’s book)

Prayers, Presence, Gifts & Service
Prayers for those with
health concerns:

Prayers of support for the Ministry of The UMC.

Patricia Vermace

Our Bishops have asked us to keep in prayer, the
ministries of the United Methodist Church and
our upcoming General Conference. We have been
asked to consider saying at prayer at 2:23 pm
each day, the date of the first day of the
conference (2/23/2019).

Anna Woolson
Prayers of sympathy for:
Prayers of celebration for the baptisms
of:
Easton Dale Lukenbill
June Marie Reynolds
Callen Gregory Johnston
Avia Louise Jetter

Please welcome our new members,
Keith and Debra Welling, who transferred
here from Newton FUMC.

We’re Hiring:
Part-time Custodian
First UMC is currently hiring a parttime custodian. The position
requires 30+ hours per week:
Sunday – Thursday, 7:30 – 1:30.
Contact Gayle Freel with questions
about the position at
gayle@indfumc.org.

UMW Special Mission Recognition Awards
Each year, United Methodist Women gives money
to missions in recognition of those members of the
community who have contribute to mission work
both in the church and community.
This year, the recipients are:
Gordon Blacksmith
Anne Johson
Linda Mahr
Leona Weeks
The next time you see one of these faithful members, be sure to join UMW in congratulating them
for all they do!

Notes of Appreciation
Thank you for your donation of money
and food.
We are grateful for your generosity. This
will be used to help needy families in
Warren County.

A Special Thank You to everyone who joined me in celebrating my 90th birthday. It was
such a special surprise and I had
so much fun!

~Bernice Pickup

Helping Hand Board of Directors

The Altar Guild would like to thank the
many individuals and families who have
helped brighten the altar over the past
year by donating flowers in memory of
loved ones.

Matthew 25 Fund Update:
Thanks to your generous contributions, the
Matthew 25 Fund helped 6 households totaling more than 20 people with over $1300 in
rent and utilities assistance in October.

THANK YOU from all of the recipients!

Finance and Attendance
PRELIM FINANCIAL SUMMARY THRU OCTOBER 2018

Actual

Budget

Difference
Actual vs.
Budget

Revenues
Pledge receipts
Non-pledge receipts
Other revenue
Total revenues

$515,698 $518,000
$53,391 $75,800
$24,371 $27,800
$593,460 $621,600

($2,302)
($22,409)
($3,429)
($28,140)

Total expenses

$647,635 $675,379

$27,744

Net income (loss)

($54,175) ($53,779)

($396)

Attendance Since
Last Messenger
10/14/2018

334

10/21/2018

330

10/28/2018

335

11/04/2018

421

11/11/2018

322
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