A Letter From the...
Warren County Child
Abuse Prevention Council
This Month in Worship
July 29, 2018
More Than Enough
John 6:1-21
August 5, 2018
Growing in Grace, Building up
the Body
Ephesians 4:1-16
August 12, 2018
Being Examples of the Faith
Ephesians 4:25-5:2

August 19, 2018
What do we need to live?
John 6:51-58
August 26, 2018
Under God’s Protection
Ephesians 6:10-20

For 28 years, you have housed two amazing programs— Wee Care
Respite Nursery and Young Parents. Throughout that time, the
congregation here has remained faithful to helping these programs
succeed. Unfortunately, the funding we receive from the state for
these programs has ended. Several counties in Iowa with programs
like ours have seen an end to the grant funding, and there is a lot of
brainstorming and work going on behind the scenes to keep
programs available in these areas.
Because of the serious reduction in funds for our programming, had
to make a difficult vote at a special meeting on July 17. Wee Care will
have its last session on Thursday, August 16, and Young Parents will
have its last session on Tuesday, August 28.
We want to thank all of the staff and support people for every child,
young adult, and family they have loved and cared for during the last
28 years.
In a few weeks, the Council plans to have a celebration to honor the
Wee Care and Young Parents staff to show each of them what a
difference they have made in so many lives.
This is a far more difficult decision than any of us anticipated having
to make when we committed ourselves to serving on the Council. But
we will look at this as the closing of a door and the opening of a
window. We are excited to say that new programming is being
planned that will be an encouragement to many of our current
families and to new families. It's important that the board let them
know about the ending of Wee Care and the beginning of something
new in the future. If you are approached, please refer all questions to
the Child Abuse Prevention Council. And if you need help of any kind
with your family or someone you know who may be struggling with
child abuse, please contact us right away! We are here to serve you.
Again, thank you for all that you've done, and do not hesitate to
contact any of us with questions or concerns!

Fall is Coming!
As we head into August, fall is just around the corner. I love
fall with the leaves turning bright shades, cooler days and
nights, and the opportunity for the church to get together and
start all of our exciting fall programming in worship,
education, music, ministry and service!
This coming fall our theme for the 2018-2019 church year will
be “Connections.” We want to focus on how all of us as
members of First UMC and our community are connected
together. We want to forge closer connections of support, friendship and ministry. We want
the members of this congregation to get to know each other better so that we can feel this
congregation’s love and support for us and others.
Some of those opportunities will include new Life Groups, new opportunities for fun and
fellowship, new adult studies, youth group in the fall and so many other ways that we can
become better connected as a church!
One of my former District Superintendents always used to say, “Relationships are
everything!” I’ve come to believe that this is especially true in the church through the
relationships we have with each other as fellow believers in Christ, the relationships we have
with our community as we minister here in Indianola, and the relationship with have with
Jesus Christ. Relationships have to be built by being connected together. If we do not know
each other, we cannot support each other as well as we should.
Another means of forging better connections in our church is through our recently enhanced
care ministry, involving parish visitors to check on shut-ins and care center residents.
As your Pastor now for just at a year, I am also still getting to know you, the needs of this
congregation, and forging new connections every day.
The scriptures tell us that we are the body of Christ! As Christ’s body, we work best when we
work together.
This year, let’s make our connections and our relationships stronger, as we serve the
Lord together!
In Christ,

Pastor Tim

2018 Iowa Annual
Conference Report
June 9-11, 2018

Bishop Laurie Haller opened the 2018 Iowa
Annual Conference of the United Methodist
Church at 9:00 a.m. on Saturday, June 9.
Those representing Indianola First were
Pastor Tim Bonney, Joyce Godwin, Elodie
Opsted, Joel Hoger, Pat Hicks and Zach
Heater. Pastor Sam Fisher led the Call to
Worship on Sunday morning.
The theme for this year’s conference was
“Creating Difference Makers in New
Communities of Faith”. Bishop Laurie
started us off with a tremendous sermon
where she compared Lewis and Clark’s Corp
of Discovery journey to our present-day
church. The church needs to look at “going
off the map” to find news ways of serving
members in a changing time.

Of great concern and interest to attendees
was the Commission on the Way Forward.
Sunday afternoon a panel of 4 people each
spoke passionately about their hopes and beliefs. Monday morning, Bishop Laurie, moved
the conference business along to allow an
hour for members to express their feelings,
giving as many as possible a chance to speak.
Bishop Laurie urged us all to Pause and Pray:
Praying Our Way Forward, We Are One in
Christ. Asking all members to set aside 4
minutes daily from now until February 26,
2019 (UMC General Conference) to pause and
pray for our church’s mission and way
forward.
We celebrated those who are now licensed
local pastors, the newly ordained and the
recently retired. We remembered those
faithful clergy and spouses who died this past
year, and we mourned the closing of 6 United
Methodist Churches.

To view a recap of the conference, visit:
https://www.iaumc.org/videodetail/2018-iowa-annual-conference-friday-saturday-recap-11473747

Bishop Haller appoints next Indianola

Bishop Laurie Haller has appointed Brian
Williams as our next Associate Pastor
beginning in June of 2019 after he finishes
his M.Div work at Duke. First UMC is thrilled
to welcome Brian and Tricia Williams to our
church and back to the Indianola
Community!
Brian grew up in Council Bluffs, Iowa and
attended Broadway United Methodist
Church until graduating from high school in
2012. With the help of several wonderful
mentors in ministry, Brian sensed a call to
ministry during his first year of college and
became a certified candidate for ministry
in the Iowa Annual Conference in 2013. He
graduated from Simpson College in 2015
with a B.A. in Religion.
During his time in this area, he served as
an intern at Bloomfield UMC in Des Moines
and Aldersgate UMC in Urbandale. Both
were formative opportunities in helping to
confirm a call to parish ministry. It was at
Simpson that he met his wife, Tricia. They
wed in 2016 and moved to Durham, NC to
each pursue Master’s degrees, Brian’s a
Masters of Divinity and Tricia’s a Masters
of Arts in Humanities.

Brian currently serves as Emerging
Ministries Coordinator at Bethany United
Methodist Church in Durham. He will
continue to serve in that capacity until his
official, on-the-ground appointment begins
here on June 1, 2019, just a few weeks after
he completes his seminary degree. Brian is
pursuing ordination on the elder track in
the Iowa Conference, planning to apply for
commissioning during the next annual
conference year.
Brian covets your prayers as he finishes his
final year of schooling and looks towards
moving back to Iowa to serve at FUMC!

VBS 2018 A Great Success!
This year’s VBS was AMAZING! Through your generosity, we were able to
offer VBS for FREE! And thanks to that generosity, we had record numbers
of children attend!
Of course, we couldn’t have done it without the help of our awesome volunteers,
and the wonderful donations from YOU!

THANK YOU!

Thinking about a life group but nothing seems to fit?
It’s couches and porches and kitchen tables. It’s stories shared and moments worth
remembering. It’s ears to listen and hands to help you get up when you fall.
This fall we will begin a new season of life groups, and we are looking for new groups.
If you would be interested in starting a group or have an idea for a group you would
like to see please contact Ellen at ellen@indfumc.org or by phone at 961-5317.

Leaders Needed for Next Fall!
We have AMAZING kids and they need people like you to invest in their success. Can you help?
We’ll provide the lesson plans, and set you up as a team, meaning you only need to teach every other
month, or on a schedule that fits your teaching team’s needs!
Please consider being a kid’s small group leader and need leaders for all ages. If you are interested
or have questions, please contact Ellen at ellen@indfumc.org.

Second Sunday
Summer Sunday
School
Join us for VBS-style Sunday
School on the 2nd Sunday of
August.
It’s an exciting time of activities
and worship, open to all children

FUSE Summer Event!
Lake Ahquabi

Date:

August 6th

(pick up/Drop off in the FUSE Room)

Time:

11am-4:00pm

Cost:

FREE!

Food:

Lunch Provided by Fuse

Who:

Students entering 6th-9th grade

Signup Required.
Please RSVP to Ellen at
ellen@indfumc.org or 961-5317.

Pre-K through 5th Grade.

August 12
9:45 —
10:45 am

If you have questions, or need
additional information, contact
Ellen Wadding, Director of
Christian Education, at
Ellen@indfumc.org or by phone:
961-5317, ext 213.

Missions @ First UMC
FUMC School Supply Drive
During July, the Missions Committee is collecting
school supplies to help benefit IMPACT
Community Action Agency of Warren County.

$1895 Raised for Guatemalan Supplies will help children of Warren County have
the school supplies they need to start the school
Houses and Fireplaces
Volunteers from the Mission Team
and the Guatemala Travelers raised

year off right!

Drop-off bins are located by the Office, in the
Narthex and near the South entrance.

$1895 for Guatemala houses and
fireplaces. This money will directly
benefit the outreach missions of the
San Lucas Mission in Guatemala.

Thank you for your wonderful response
to Undy Sunday 2018!

Share the Harvest
Please bring your
extra garden
produce to
church on Sunday
mornings to

304 undies were collected, and donations total-

share with

ing $233 allowed us to purchase 219 more, ex-

others. There will be a table set up in the

ceeding our goal of 500 undies total.
Those undies have been given to Wee Care and

nursery hallway for produce. People of the
church, feel free to take what you can

The Helping Hand for distribution to Warren

use. A donation jar for the Matthew 25

County families in need.

fund will be set up by the produce -- your
donations would be appreciated.

Thank you for putting our faith into action!

Caring Hearts, Serving Hands
Successful Guatemalan Mission Trip
Another group of First UMC members completed a successful mission trip to Guatemala in June. This is the fourth time that member of our congregation have complete the
trip in recent years. Led by the Missions Committee, the group traveled to San Lucas
Tolimán, Guatemala to help build homes and stoves for people in the area. Although
plenty of hard work was put in during the trip, the group was also able to enjoy some
sightseeing and immersed themselves in the Guatemalan culture.

Helping Hand Update from the Missions Committee

Construction on the new addition to The Helping Hand building has started. The large
addition will be used primarily for storage and distribution of food to families. New
freezers and refrigerators will be added for storing perishable food items.
Food and clothing donations are always needed, as well as monetary donations are
necessary to buy other needed items. When donating food, items must be brought in
before the expiration date. Garden produce is also welcome. A full list of items for the
Emergency Food Pantry can also be found at the Missions board in Hospitality Hallway
and food donations can be left in the cart located in Hospitality Hallway.
Volunteers are always in need at The Helping Hand. As a volunteer you may sort food
and other donated items, or provide general assistance. Although we have a number of
people from the congregation that do this regularly, the building addition to The Helping
Hand will require more support.
If you are interested in providing physical or monetary support, or if you would like to
donate household or clothing items, please contact The Helping Hand at 961-3864,
Richard Kerr at 961-3578, or Joanne Walton at 961-5219.

IAUMC Conference Special Collection
On Thursday, July 19, numerous communities in Iowa were affected by as many as 26
tornados.
In response, the Iowa Conference has set up a special fund to assist those affected, in
shelter, and those responding.

If you would like to donate to this cause, please gift to IAUMC Special Advance #223.

ShelbyNext Check-in and Giving Workshop
We’ve got another quick informational meeting about how to
utilize your ShelbyNext app!
Join Jeremy, our Communications Director as he shows you
how to Check-In, Give an Offering and more with the
ShelbyNext App.

August 12th
After First & Second Services
Room 219

Mid-Summer Bash a Success!
On Thursday, July 19th, the staff hosted a Mid-Summer Bash
for the congregation. A main dish of bratwurst and hotdogs
was provided, and members were asked to bring a side to
share.

Lots of fun was had as children and adults alike played
yard games, made s’mores, and enjoyed live music on
the FUSE patio. A bag toss tournament was held with the
winners being surprised with a trophy!

Church Library News
According to Child Trends Data Bank: “Young children who are read to regularly by family members
experience multiple benefits. These include boosts in
their literacy development, as well as social emotional gains, and increased likelihood of later overall
school success.

All are welcome to
join us every
Tuesday evening for
a hot meal and
fellowship at First.
Serving: 5:15 - 6:15 p.m.
Parish Hall
Volunteer opportunities include:
 menu planning and shopping
 meal preparation
 dessert donations

Children develop literacy skills and an awareness of
language long before they are able to read. Since
language development is fundamental to all areas of
learning, skills developed early in life can help set the
stage for later school success. By reading aloud to
their young children, parents help them acquire the
skills they will need to be ready for school.”

 dinnertime serving and cleanup

https://www.childtrends.org/wp-content/

August 14

up-

loads/2015/06/05_Reading_to_Young_Children.pdf
Your church library has books for all ages of youth
beginning with board books for the littlest readers.
It will always be important to spend time reading to
your child, and summer is a wonderful time to keep
the learning growing while school is closed. Come
check out our children and youth sections.

Meals for August
August 7
Chicken & Turkey
Mashed Potatoes w/ gravy
Corn on the cob
Pulled Pork Sandwiches
Baked Beans
Chips & Dip
August 21
Taco Bar (includes fish tacos)
Spanish rich & beans
August 28
Chicken Cacciatori
Peas
Garlic Bread
Salad bar, desserts, milk, tea, and
water are available each meal.

on” projects. In 2019 we will celebrate
150 years of United Methodist Women
learning and helping others.

Our world has become smaller, in that we can
know in an instant what is happening anywhere
in the world. The mission needs that come with
that news can leave us feeling overwhelmed
with the desire to help, but how? One way to
help many is by becoming a member of United
Methodist Women.

Through our pledge to missions, we can reach
millions. Our local Unit is part of the Iowa
Central District UMC. Last year the Iowa
Conference of UMW pledged $500,000 to
missions. Forty-three percent (43%) more than
the next highest conference pledge in the North
Central Jurisdiction. And we met it. Giving a
total of $620.992.45! Locally we donate to
Camperships, Helping Hand, Indianola Hope
Foundation, Warren Co. Child Abuse Prevention
and we participate in the Iowa Conference
Thanksgiving Ingathering.
It’s not all about the money; we also educate
ourselves on issues that affect women, youth
and children and participate in some “hands-

All women of the church are invited to
attend our “Tea for You and Me”,
Sunday, August 26, 2:00 p.m. in the
Hospitality Room. Meet some current
members and find out how you can
join.

Thursday Book Club
September, 6th at 1 PM
When Breath Becomes Air
By Paul Kalanithi
A copy of the book will be available in the
Church library.

Notes of Appreciation

United Methodist Church Members:
We want to thank all of you for the
kindness and the good food served to
my family and friends after the service
for Randy.
God Bless,

We are grateful for the generosity of
your donation of children’s underwear.
This will be used to help needy families
in Warren County.
~Members of the Helping Hand
Board of Directors

Glendel and Kathy Dale

Thank you so much for all your help. It
was hard for me to ask for the help,
but it will be long remembered.
~ Matthew 25 recipient

Thank you to my church family for the
cards, visits, and prayers.
It was appreciated.
~ Mareni May

A belated ‘Thank You’ to all who helped and donated to the United Methodist
Men’s Palm Sunday brunch.
Through the generosity of our congregation, we were able to send $850 to the
Kies family, our overseas missionaries.
~ United Methodist Men (UMM)

Matthew 25 Fund Update:
Thanks to your generous contributions, the Matthew 25
Fund has helped 20 individuals and families in June and
July, including a family of four return electricity to their
home after it had been disconnected for more than a month.

Prayers, Presence, Gifts & Service
Prayers for those with
Prayers of support for the Ministry of The UMC.

health concerns:
Sue Ellen Ballard

Missi Spurgeon

Katheryn Waser

Alyssa Berry-Hower

Cathy Wintermantel

Alice Gittins

Ray and Colleen Diamond

Our Bishops have asked us to keep in prayer, the
ministries of the United Methodist Church and
our upcoming General Conference. We have been
asked to consider saying at prayer at 2:23 pm
each day, the date of the first day of the
conference (2/23/2019).

Prayers of sympathy for:
Family of Dale Williams
Family of Lydia Ball in the loss of her
husband Andrew
Family of Betty Narigon
Family of Dee Allen

Finance and Attendance
PRELIMINARY FINANCIAL SUMMARY THROUGH JUNE 2018

Actual
Revenues
Pledge receipts
Non-pledge receipts
Other revenue
Total revenues

Budget

$326,527 $319,900
$28,570 $43,100
$17,502 $18,200
$372,599 $381,200

Difference
Actual vs.
Budget

$6,627
($14,530)
($698)
($8,601)

June/July Attendance
6/3/2018

364

6/10/2018

264

6/17/2018

324

6/24/2018

342

7/01/2018

274

7/8/2018

280

Total expenses

$403,803 $416,008

$12,205

7/15/2018

284

Net income (loss)

($31,204) ($34,808)

$3,604

7/22/2018

262

Phone: 515-961-5317
E-mail: fumc@indfumc.org
Web: indfumc.org
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Indianola, IA 50125
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Don’t miss these exciting
items this month!

Save the Date
1st Choir Rehearsal — Aug 29th



A Message from Pastor Tim



Vacation Bible School Pictures

Rally Day — Sept 9th



Missions Trip to Guatemala

Connection Fair — Sept 9th



Iowa Annual Conference Report



Mid-Summer Bash Pictures



Helping Hand Update



SO MUCH MORE!

Wednesday @ the Well — Sept 12th

