
SESSION #1   HOW DID WE GET THE BIBLE? 



Most people today obtain “________________” information from 
________________ more than from _________________. Modern authors 
who challenge traditional Christian beliefs often know the Bible __________ 
than their Christian audiences, and so the ______________  
_________________ of their challenges and the __________________ 
implied in their presentations seem particularly _____________. 

One important truth: _____________ involvement does not  
negate __________ involvement.  

Furthermore, __________ involvement is a gift of God. It is the 
________________; Immanuel, God ______ us. Not God ________ us, 
________ us, or ________ us.  

All scholars (and non-scholars) have access to the same ______, but 
______ are open to different interpretations. Not all explanations of the 
______ are equally __________. We want to know the explanation that has 
the ___________  ____________ of probability.  

How did we get the individual books? 
In most cases, the books of the Bible have come down to us in the same 
way: 

1. ________________________ (Ugaritic, Akkadian, Hebrew, Aramaic, Greek) 

2. ______________________________________ 
3. ______________________________________ 
4. ______________________________________ 
5. ______________________________________ 
6. ______________________________________ 
7. ______________________________________ 

Two types of responses:  
1. There is a lot of _______________________ here!                        

(But this is not the ______________________ game.)  
2. There is a lot of ______________ here!

NOTES



SESSION #1   HOW DID WE GET THE BIBLE? 



Which is more likely? The tremendous amount of evidence we have 
indicates that although there is a lot of room for error, not much lasting error 
occurred. 

1. Greek evidence: ________________________ 
2. Translation evidence: __________________ manuscripts, 

______________ of manuscripts in Syriac, Coptic (Egyptian), 
Ethiopic, and Gothic. 

3. Quotations of the New Testament in early Christian literature: Nearly 
the entire ___________________________ could be reconstructed 
from the amount of material available. 

What constitutes _______? We cannot place ___________ expectations on 
an _____________ text.  

Luke 18:25 — Example of error in the early church?  
Proposition #1: In Aramaic the word for “_________” and the word for 
“___________” sounded alike. 

Proposition #2: Jesus spoke _____________. 

Proposition #3: It ________________ for someone to push a rope through 
___________________________ than a camel. 

Therefore: The Gospel writers translated Jesus’s saying ______________. 

On the other hand…  
1. although the Aramaic words for “rope” and “camel” sounded alike, 

____________ always determines ____________,  
2. Jesus also spoke ____________, which has quite distinct words for 

“rope” and “camel,” and… 
3. Jesus clearly is not trying to ___________  _____________. The 

disciples clearly understood that Jesus was expressing something 
“impossible,” not just something “difficult.”  

Which one better expresses _____________________, threading through 
the eye of a needle a rope or a camel?  

Which scenario is more likely?  
EITHER 
1. The people ____________ to Jesus all heard “rope,” but someone 

accidentally or intentionally changed it to “camel,” and ______ of the 
other disciples who heard Jesus’s __________ __________ objected to 
the significant ________________________.    

OR 
2. All who heard Jesus ____________________ his verbal and nonverbal 

cues which _________ “camel” the only possible meaning of the word in 
that ________________. 
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Luke 14:26–27 — Example of error in the early church? 

How can Jesus speak of _______________ when he hasn’t yet been 
_______________? Must we believe that someone __________________ 
these words? Again, ___________ is crucial. Jesus’s crucifixion was not the 
only meaningful _________________________________ for Jewish 
Christians. (The story of Alexander Jannaeus…) 

Song of Songs 1:5 and 1 Cor 14:34–35 — Examples of error in the modern 
church?  

Yes. But translators are not only dealing with the meaning of 
_____________ ____________, they also are products of their own 
_____________ _______________, which means that ________________ 
sometimes alter the Word of God when the Word of God should alter _____ 
___________. (This is one of many reasons for updating translations.) 
Nevertheless, the ________ __________ of scripture can recognize the 
error of these English translations by paying attention to 
__________________________________________. 

Current challenges to biblical authority focus on ___________________, 
either ignoring or rejecting _______________. Even if there are 
____________________ in the ______ of the Bible, God works with 
_________ __________ to save ______________. 
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SESSION #2  HOW CAN WE TRUST THE BIBLE WE HAVE? 
 

The simple answer is because the Bible has been proven ______________. 

For millennia people _______________ by the message of the Bible have 
________ the oppressed, _______________ the suffering, _____________ 
the stranger and the homeless, _______________ living conditions, and 
_______________ a kingdom beyond and against world powers.  

Current challenges to biblical authority focus on _____________________, 
either ignoring or rejecting _______________. Even if there are 
_______________ in the _________ of the Bible, God works with 
_______________ to save ___________. 

We previously looked at the creation and publication of 
___________________, but how did _______________ come into being? 

How did we get the Old Testament? 

• Historical development: __________, _____________, and 
__________________ (Luke 24:27 & 44) 

• No evidence of a __________ ____________. 
• Not all ______________________________ agreed on the same books. 
• Not all ______________________________ shared the same canon. 
• But Jesus and the NT writers all believed that faith was possible through 

those texts by the power of God. 

How did we get the New Testament (or the ______ of the Bible)? 
• Concurrent development: Gospels, Praxapostolos, Paul’s letters 
• No evidence of a __________ ___________.  
• The Councils responded to two unexpected dangers: 1) people 

___________ material (e.g., Gospel of Thomas and 3 Corinthians) and 2) 
people ____________ material (e.g., using only the Gospel of Luke or the 
Gospel of John). 
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Evidence that the core of the New Testament existed before any Councils: 
1. The codex 
2. Sacred names (Nomina Sacra) 
3. Book titles, collections, and order 
4. Plus, __________ and __________ use of __________ says 

something about how _______________ they viewed his work. 
Peter’s use of ______ and reference to _______________ as 
________________ also attest to early acceptance of works before 
any Councils. 

The __________ within the __________: Although Christians believe the 
entire Bible is a ________________ from God, few have read 
______________, and, therefore, they cannot be devoted 
_________________.  

• Sometimes this is due to _____________.  
• Sometimes this is due to _______________.  
• Sometimes this is due to _______________.  
• Sometimes this is due to _______________.  
• Nevertheless, God is at work _____ his people, __________ his Spirit, 

______ whatever portion of the Bible people hear.  
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SESSION #3 WHAT DOES IT MEAN FOR THE BIBLE TO BE INSPIRED? 
 

Faith centers around two ideas expressed by ________ “nerd” 
words, both connected to the story of ______________. 
 Incarnation: God _________________ flesh 
 Inspiration: God _________________ flesh 

Both ideas are ____________ in Christ, and all true Christians seek 
to be like ____________. 

All mainline Christians believe there are three ways to know 
___________: 
The work of the Spirit in the _______________ (inspiration) 
The work of the Spirit in the _______________ (incarnation) 
The work of the Spirit in the _______________ (incarnation) 

Understanding this concept is critical, not only for the topic of this 
session, but also for the topics of the others. 
• If ____________ made/make errors, _________________ still 

works in and through those errors. 
• If ____________ made/makes errors, ________________ still 

works in and through those errors. 
• If ____________ contains errors, _______________ still works in 

and through those errors. 
• Therefore, arguments against the ____________ of the Bible 

based on _________ are ____________. (They are also often 
_________.)  

Again, current challenges to biblical authority focus on 
____________________, either ignoring or rejecting 
_____________________.  
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2 Timothy 3:14–17 
What does it mean for Scripture to be __________________? 
The answer is in ____________. 
What is the _______________ of god-breathed Scripture? 

1. It is for ____________ that leads to ____________ through 
____________ in ____________ (15) 

2. It is for ____________, ____________, ____________, and 
____________ in _________________ (16) 

3. It is for _______________ people of God to accomplish 
________________ (17) 

The Bible is not a ________________________, it is a 
_________________________________________.  We should not force 
_______________ expectations onto ____________ literature. 

The ____________ view of inspiration is not the ____________ view of 
inspiration.  

Common misconceptions:  
• God’s word is the ____________. 
• Inspiration means __________________________________. 

Instead: 
• The ____________ is God’s word, but God’s word is bigger. 
• Inspiration means _______________________________. 

The Chicago Statement 
The word of God is inspired in the original _____________ and in the 
original _______________. 

Recommended:  
I.H. Marshall, Biblical Inspiration (Grand Rapids: Eerdmans, 1983). 
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SESSION #4 HOW DO WE READ THE BIBLE? 
 

Biblically ____________ people are questioning the church because they 
see that today’s church is not __________ the message of the Bible. Others 
are questioning the Bible because they assume it is the __________ of the 
evils committed by today’s churches.  
Recommended: David Kinnaman, UnChristian (Grand Rapids: Baker Books, 2012) 

There is no ____________________ difference between the ___________ 
and ____________ of __________________ _______________________ 
and __________________________ in America. 

The problem is the church’s ________ ___________, not the ________ and 
not the people _________________________. 

The Greek “nerd” word often used in this context is ___________________. 
It comes from the verb to ____________, and it refers to how people 
“translate” the text of __________________ into their lives ____________. 

In the Church of Christ, the prevailing hermeneutic for a century was 
____________, ________________, and ________________________. 
• Pro: Sincerely attempting to follow God’s will in every particular 
• Con: Ignores most of the Bible (i.e., God’s will). 

This hermeneutic developed by applying Newtonian physics to the Bible. 
J.S Lamar, The Organon of ____________________ (1860) 
The Bible is not a ___________________, it is a _____________________. 

Jesus advocated a ____________ hermeneutic: _________ the Lord your 
God and _________ your neighbor as yourself. 

All methods of biblical interpretation should be submitted to this hermeneutic 
of _________, otherwise they are ____________. 

At the ________________ coming of Jesus, he did not correct every 
_______________ biblical interpretation. However, whenever a 
________________ interpretation was used as a ______________ against 
other people in the name of the Lord he responded ________________. 
Will Jesus’s response be any different at the __________ coming? 

Another potential problem with our hermeneutic is mistaking ___________ 
_______________ for _____________ _______________.  
Examples: “Eye for an eye, and tooth for a tooth” and the certificate of divorce. 

The problem with restoring the ______________ church is that we know of 
no ______________ church worth restoring. We must fix our eyes on the 
___________ kingdom. 

Current challenges to biblical authority focus on ____________________, 
either ignoring or rejecting _______________. Unfortunately, in this case 
________________ is a lack of love, which causes others to ignore or reject 
_________________. 

NOTES



NOTES 



NOTES


	SESSION #1   HOW DID WE GET THE BIBLE?
	SESSION #1   HOW DID WE GET THE BIBLE?
	SESSION #1   HOW DID WE GET THE BIBLE?
	SESSION #2  HOW CAN WE TRUST THE BIBLE WE HAVE?
	SESSION #2  HOW CAN WE TRUST THE BIBLE WE HAVE?
	SESSION #3 WHAT DOES IT MEAN FOR THE BIBLE TO BE INSPIRED?
	SESSION #3 WHAT DOES IT MEAN FOR THE BIBLE TO BE INSPIRED?
	SESSION #4 HOW DO WE READ THE BIBLE?
	NOTES
	NOTES

