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Be shepherds of the church of God, which he bought with his own blood. 
-Acts 20:28 
 

Shepherds Take Care of Their Sheep 
 
A friend invites you to worship with him on Sunday. He says, “Do you want to come to my 
church with me?” Two pastors get together for coffee, and each of them asks, “How are things 
going at your church?” Christians speak this way about the churches they attend because they 
have such a close connection to them. And this is a good thing. 
 
But sometimes, this idea can go too far. People might say, “This is my church,” as they try to 
push their own personal agendas on the ministry of a congregation. 
 
As a man named Paul spoke to the church leaders in the ancient city of Ephesus, he reminded 
them to whom the church belonged. He called the church “the church of God.” And then he 
explained why it belongs to God. God bought it with his own blood. 
 
When you pay a lot for something, it is worth a lot to you. God paid a price for you and me too. 
He paid the price of his blood. Because Jesus was the innocent Son of God, his blood was 
infinitely precious—more valuable than all of the gold in the world. And Jesus paid the price 
with his blood, bleeding and dying to buy us out of our slavery to sin and death. 
 
Now we belong to him. And the one who paid so much for us makes sure that we are taken care 
of. He chooses pastors and church leaders to care for the spiritual needs of Christians the way 
that shepherds take care of sheep. They have an important responsibility. But in the end, they 
are simply those chosen by God to care for his sheep. 
 
Thank God for faithful pastors. Pray for them. Encourage them. And most of all, rejoice that, 
while pastors may come and go and churches rise and fall, the church of God remains as those 
forgiven, set free, and purchased with the precious blood of Christ. 



Prayer: 
Bought by your blood, Jesus, I belong to you. Amen. 

 
Taken from: https://wels.net/dev-daily/dd20210430/ 

 

Church Announcements 

Safety Precaution – As announced at our voters meeting this past Sunday, the Leadership 
Team decided that as a simple way to provide security during the worship service, the ushers 
will be asked to lock the doors a few minutes after the worship service starts and attend to 
anyone who may come late.  The Leadership Team believes that this is a reasonable and easily 
managed precaution in view of the rise in mass shootings nationwide and an increase in crime 
in our neighborhood locally.  If you happen to be running late to church, the ushers will be 
watching for you -- and if they don't see you, just knock on the door or tap on the window in the 
entryway.  Thanks! 

On-Going Events 

Worship Times – 9:30 English & 10:45 Spanish (under COVID restrictions with masks, 
distance, and no congregational singing). 

Sunday Bible Study – Bible study Sunday morning at 8:30am at Grace.  Study will begin on 
the revised synod statement on the roles of men and women which is also slated for discussion 
as a synod at synod convention this summer (2021).  We will meet in person (under COVID 
restrictions with masks and distance) in the upstairs classroom (former 5th-8th). 

Digital Worship – A recording of the in-person Sunday morning worship service will be 
posted sometime after Sunday morning.  The services will continue to be live-streamed with a 
smart-phone on Sunday mornings, however, 
at www.Facebook.com/GraceLutheranYakima/live. 

*** Digital bulletin available using the link attached here tiny.cc/GraceBulletin or in the body 
of the Streams email. 

 

 

 



What’s Been Happening – April 25 to May 1 

-Pastor Z was away this past week for a trip to the Oregon coast.  Dave Smith made himself 
available on the church grounds so that there would always be two adults in the building in case 
of emergency during PreK hours. 
 
-Last Sunday, April 25th, the voters of Grace gathered to receive reports and hear about the 
progress of our mission and ministry.  One vote was taken, a reissue of the voters' approval for 
the sidewalk and asphalt repair work to be done on the east side of our property.  The new vote 
was taken because the most recent quotes received were higher than the approved number from 
last fall. 
 
-Dave Smith and Pastor Teske are managing the sprinklers at church, setting them up and taking 
them down again each day as necessary. 
 
 

Prayer Requests 
                                                                                                                                                                                                                              
Temple Family – Prayers for peace and comfort 

Dave Smith, Jr – prayers regarding medical issues related to his heart for the past week 

Doug Evans – healing 

Judy Caspar (organist of Ellensburg congregation) – recovery from vein surgery for leg, health 

and strength 

Marlen Rieker – hospice care, peace and comfort 

Wanda Lennon – health and strength                 

Bill & Joy Altenhein – health and strength    

Ewald Ehlers – strength to walk                           

Good Hope Lutheran Church (Ellensburg) – prayer through transition 

Good Faith Lutheran Church (Cle Elum) – prayer through transition 

 

Prayers for our Homebound Members 
 

                      Norm Campeau                                                Marlen Rieker 
                      Ewald Ehlers                                                     Dorothy Johnson 


