
       

April 25, 2021 
 

If we claim to be without sin, we deceive ourselves and the truth is not in us. If we confess our 
sins, he is faithful and just and will forgive us our sins and purify us from all unrighteousness. 
1 John 1:8,9 
 
The Answer Is Jesus 
 
A while back, there was a piece in a news magazine about a woman who appeared stable and 
well-adjusted in every way. She held a responsible job. She was nicely dressed. She was 
gracious and cordial in her demeanor. She held a terrible secret, however. The secret was that 
she was keeping hundreds of cats in her home. Video footage from the city health department 
was shocking. The interior was in ruins. Officials reported that the stench was indescribable. 
Most shocking of all, though, was the woman’s sense of absolute denial. She had no grasp of 
the sickening thing she had produced within her home. In fact, during an interview, she even 
described herself as “a clean freak.” 
 
That woman’s self-deception is a lot like our attitude towards sin. You and I don’t mind 
admitting that we’re sinful in a generic kind of way. (“Nobody’s perfect.” “We’ve all done 
things we’re not proud of,”—you know the routine.) When it comes to confronting the real-life 
failures in our lives, however, you and I often plug our noses and ignore the terrible stench of 
our own sin. 
 
But the answer is not self-deception. The answer is Jesus. Confess your sins—thoughts, words, 
and actions that oppose God’s perfect will and make you unclean in his sight. Trust God’s 
faithful word that through faith in your Savior, Jesus, you are freely forgiven and completely 
clean before God. 
 
And from now on, no more self-deception. 
 
Prayer: 
O Lord, my God, I called to you for help, and you answered me. I thank you for the love you 



have shown me in Jesus Christ, my Savior. Through him, you have rescued me from the guilt of 
my sin and given me the peace of forgiveness. Help me fight against temptation, correct 
whatever wrongs I can, and serve you and those around me with love and good works. Amen. 

 
Taken from: https://wels.net/dev-daily/dd20210424/ 

 

Church Announcements 

Congregational Voters Meeting – Quarterly voters meeting will be held on April 25th 
between the two services.  

 

On-Going Events 

Worship Times – 9:30 English & 10:45 Spanish (under COVID restrictions with masks, 
distance, and no congregational singing). 

Sunday Bible Study – Bible study Sunday morning at 8:30am at Grace.  Study will begin on 
the revised synod statement on the roles of men and women which is also slated for discussion 
as a synod at synod convention this summer (2021).  We will meet in person (under COVID 
restrictions with masks and distance) in the upstairs classroom (former 5th-8th). 

Digital Worship – A recording of the in-person Sunday morning worship service will be 
posted sometime after Sunday morning.  The services will continue to be live-streamed with a 
smart-phone on Sunday mornings, however, 
at www.Facebook.com/GraceLutheranYakima/live. 

*** Digital bulletin available using the link attached here tiny.cc/GraceBulletin or in the body 
of the Streams email. 

 

What’s Been Happening – April 18-24 

-The Leadership is preparing to report and seek approval on various business items for the 
church this coming Sunday, April 25th.  Please attend the congregational voters meeting 
between the services this Sunday. 
 



-A "WELS Mission Journeys" team is looking at coming to Yakima in late July.  WELS 
Mission Journeys is a program within the synod that connects adventurous WELS members 
who would like to see new places (typically at their own expense) paired with the opportunity to 
help a congregation.  If the current team of four adults is able to come to Yakima, they will 
spend several days on projects that Pastor Zastrow will have prepared for them to do.  The 
current idea is promotion of a possible Soccer Bible Camp in August. 
 
 

Prayer Requests 
                                                                                                                                                                                                                              
Temple Family – Prayers for peace and comfort 

Dave Smith, Jr – prayers regarding medical issues related to his heart for the past week 

Doug Evans – healing 

Judy Caspar (organist of Ellensburg congregation) – recovery from vein surgery for leg, health 

and strength 

Marlen Rieker – hospice care, peace and comfort 

Wanda Lennon – health and strength                 

Bill & Joy Altenhein – health and strength    

Ewald Ehlers – strength to walk                           

Good Hope Lutheran Church (Ellensburg) – prayer through transition 

Good Faith Lutheran Church (Cle Elum) – prayer through transition 

 

Prayers for our Homebound Members 
 

                      Norm Campeau                                                Marlen Rieker 
                      Ewald Ehlers                                                     Dorothy Johnson 


