
       

March 14, 2021  
 

When it was almost time for the Jewish Passover, Jesus went up to Jerusalem. In the temple 
courts he found men selling cattle, sheep and doves, and others sitting at tables changing 
money. 
John 2:13,14 

Distractions 

It must have been quite the scene in the Temple that day. One might compare it to the opening 
day of the county fair. Try to picture it for a moment. As you walk through the gates, you hear 
the noises of cattle and the loud back-and-forth bartering between the moneychangers and their 
customers. You look around, and you get the impression that you are at a cattle auction. Oxen, 
sheep, and doves are everywhere. And then, of course, there would be the smell. Imagine the 
stench! 

Yet, it was not the smell of cattle that aroused the righteous anger of Jesus that day. Far worse 
than the smell of animals in the courtyard was the spiritual stench in and around God’s house. 
The courtyard of the Temple was where non-Jewish believers were allowed to worship. Imagine 
how difficult this must have been with so many merchants buying and sheep bleating! 

How many distractions are in your life that keeps you from focusing on God? How many 
different things are keeping you from worship or daily prayer and devotion? Life provides no 
shortage of things that daily distract us from our relationship with God. Unchecked, these 
distractions can drive us further and further away from the Lord. 

Thankfully, God was never distracted from saving us. Our heavenly Father let nothing get in the 
way of his plan to win our salvation. Jesus, our Savior, let nothing distract him from his mission 
of going to the cross to pay for the sins of the whole world. Our Savior was and is always 
focused on us. His life, death, and resurrection have assured us that we have a place in heaven 
through faith in him. 

Prayer: 
Dear Lord, thank you for your determination in winning forgiveness and eternal life in heaven 
for me. Help me to eliminate the distractions in my life and to focus on you today. Amen. 

 
Taken from: https://wels.net/dev-daily/dd20210311/ 



Church Announcements 

 
Grace Yard Day – There will be a volunteer yardwork day at Grace for the sake of 
trimming bushes, replacing mulch, etc.  Please join us at church on Saturday, March 13th, 
beginning at 9am.  Contact Dave Smith (509-317-0404) with questions.  Thank you! 

Game Night for Young Adults – All single or married young adults (and their friends 
ages 16 to 30 ish) from Redeemer and Grace Lutheran Churches are invited to attend a game 
night on March 12th, 7 p.m. at Redeemer Lutheran Church's fellowship hall (10203 Tieton 
Drive).  We will have some board games and individual serving snacks/drinks on hand, but feel 
free to bring your favorite games and items to share if you want to.  Please join us for a night of 
fun and fellowship outside of your own house!  Any questions please call or text Cherie 
Widhalm at 509-930-7068. 

Leadership Team – Meeting this coming Tuesday, March 16th, at 4:30p.  If you have any 
requests or items of business for your leaders to deal with, now is the time to bring it up to 
Jonathan Hood, Dave Smith, Dave Kamppi or Pastor Zastrow.  Thanks! 

Lenten Service – Wednesday the 17th, 4pm at Grace – (Cherney) 

             7pm at Redeemer – (Cherney) 

THANK YOU – Here's a letter received from "Voices for the Children Foundation" 
regarding the Christmas donation that Grace members made: 

 

"Dear Pastor Nathan and Congregation, 

On behalf of the Board of Directors for Voices for the Children, I write to express our 
gratitude.  The generosity that you have shown us with your donation of new clothing for 
foster youth was amazing!  Our volunteers were excited about all the cute outfits and the kids 
who have had an opportunity to come "shopping" for their clothing were thrilled to see brand 
new tags on items.  We have seen so many happy smiles! 

 

Sincerely yours, 

Anna Martinez 

Voices for the Children Foundation 



On-Going Events 

Worship Times – 9:30 English & 10:45 Spanish (under COVID restrictions with masks, 
distance, and no congregational singing). 

Sunday Bible Study – Bible study Sunday morning at 8:30am at Grace.  Study will begin on 
the revised synod statement on the roles of men and women which is also slated for discussion 
as a synod at synod convention this summer (2021).  We will meet in person (under COVID 
restrictions with masks and distance) in the upstairs classroom (former 5th-8th). 

Digital Worship – A recording of the in-person Sunday morning worship service will be 
posted sometime after Sunday morning.  The services will continue to be live-streamed with a 
smart-phone on Sunday mornings, however, 
at www.Facebook.com/GraceLutheranYakima/live. 

*** Digital bulletin available using the link attached in the body of the Streams email. 

 

What’s Been Happening – March 7-13 

-On Monday, March 8th, Dave Smith and Dennis Roth made a trip to Home Depot to plan for 
the yard clean-up and the laying of new mulch around the landscaping.  They also put some 
new mulch down as an example and inspiration for whoever may help this coming Saturday. 

 

-On Sunday afternoon, Pastor Zastrow met with the members of Good Hope and Good Faith 
Lutheran Churches together in Ellensburg.  Updates included efforts toward communicating the 
status of the congregation and maintaining an online presence (rumors were circulating that one 
or both congregations have closed and Google had listed Good Hope as 
"permanently closed").  A Holy Week schedule was decided.  Reconciliation of neglected 
financial books (Good Hope) continues through the efforts of one volunteer.  Updating the 
membership list and creating fellowship and communication between shut-ins has been taken 
up by another.  Both congregations will hold respective meetings this Sunday to approve or 



disapprove new constitutions.  Provided the constitutions are adopted, there will now be a 
formal and agreed-upon procedure at each congregation for settling matters of "big picture" 
ministry decisions. 

WELS Resources 

 Lutheran Meditations Radio Ministry – Tune in to 1380 AM radio and 104.5 FM radio 
at 8am to hear Pastor Teske’s Sunday messages. 

 LWMS is women dedicated to serving Jesus by increasing awareness of, interest in, and 
support of the mission outreach of the Wisconsin Evangelical Lutheran Synod (WELS).  
Check it out at lwms.org.  

 
 

Prayer Requests 
                                                                                                                                                                                                                              
Gregory Willy – The Camden/Willy families would like to thank everyone for their support 

and prayers throughout Gregory Willy's cancer diagnosis and treatment. 

Marilyn Smith – is being evaluated for a pacemaker this week 

Dave Smith, Jr – prayers regarding medical issues related to his heart for the past week 

Carol Butler – prayers of praise, recovering health  

Corae Temple – prayers for recovery   

Doug Evans – healing 

Judy Caspar (organist of Ellensburg congregation) – health and strength 

Marlen Rieker – hospice care, peace and comfort 

Wanda Lennon – health and strength                 

Bill & Joy Altenhein – health and strength    

Ewald Ehlers – strength to walk                           

Good Hope Lutheran Church (Ellensburg) – prayer through transition 

Good Faith Lutheran Church (Cle Elum) – prayer through transition 

 

Prayers for our Homebound Members 
 

                      Norm Campeau                                                Marlen Rieker 
                      Ewald Ehlers                                                     Dorothy Johnson 


