
HOLY WEEK 2026
“Every Moment Holy”
 Palm Sunday & The Passion

THEME:  A Time to Embrace
“For everything there is a season and time for every purpose under heaven…God has made everything beautiful in its time”  - Ecclesiastes 3  This time of Holy Week in the life of Jesus is not random suffering.  It is the appointed time in God’s redemptive plan.

† GOD CALLS †

THE INVOCATION

Pastor:	We begin our Worship and this Holy Week, in the name of the Father, and of the † Son, and of the Holy Spirit.
ALL		Amen!

OPENING SONG
“Hosanna” (BOB #95)

[bookmark: _Hlk130973256]Hosanna, hosanna, Hosanna in the highest;
Hosanna, hosanna, Hosanna in the highest.
Lord, we lift up Your name, With hearts full of praise;
Be exalted, O Lord, my God, Hosanna in the highest.

Glory, glory, Glory to the King of kings;
Glory, glory, Glory to the King of kings.
Lord, we lift up Your name, With hearts full of praise;
Be exalted, O Lord, my God, Hosanna in the highest.

BLESSING OF THE PALMS 
Ecclesiastes 3 & Matthew 21:1-11

Pastor:	For everything there is a season and time for every purpose under heaven.  A time to embrace
ALL:		A time to rejoice!

Pastor:	Blessed is He who comes in the name of the Lord!
ALL:		Hosanna in the highest!

Pastor:		As they approached Jerusalem and came to Bethphage on the Mount of Olives, Jesus sent two disciples, saying to them, “Go to the village ahead of you, and at once you will find a donkey tied there, with her colt by her. Untie them and bring them to me. If anyone says anything to you, say that the Lord needs them, and he will send them right away.”  This took place to fulfill what was spoken through the prophet: “Say to Daughter Zion, ‘See, your king comes to you,gentle and riding on a donkey, and on a colt, the foal of a donkey.’ ” The disciples went and did as Jesus had instructed them. They brought the donkey and the colt and placed their cloaks on them for Jesus to sit on. very large crowd spread their cloaks on the road, while others cut branches from the trees and spread them on the road. The crowds that went ahead of him and those that followed shouted,

ALL: 		“Hosanna to the Son of David!  Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord!  Hosanna in the Highest”

Pastor	When Jesus entered Jerusalem, the whole city was stirred and asked, “Who is this?” The crowds answered, 
ALL		“This is Jesus, the prophet from Nazareth in Galilee.”

Pastor:	Blesses the palm branches as he says:
		We praise You, O God, for the acts of love by which you have redeemed us
through Your son, Jesus Christ our Lord.  On this day He entered the holy city of Jerusalem in triumph, and was proclaimed as King of kings by those who  spread their garments and branches of palm along his way.  Let these branches be for us signs of His reign in our lives, and grant that we who bear them in His name may ever worship Him as our King, and follow Him in the way that leads to eternal life! 
ALL		Hosanna in the highest!
		
CHILDREN’S PARADE WITH PALMS

SPECIAL MUSIC by Praise Choir- Hosanna

TIME OF CONFESSION & FORGIVENESS

Pastor	Blessed is He who comes in the name of the Lord!
ALL		Hosanna!  Save us now!

Pastor	Together as God’s people, let us take refuge in the infinite mercy and unfailing love of God, seeking His grace for the sake of Christ and saying: God be me merciful to me, as sinner
ALL		Almighty God, have mercy on us, forgive us our sins, and lead us to everlasting life.  Amen. 

Pastor	Almighty God in His mercy has given His Son to die for you and for His sake forgives you all your sins.  As a called and ordained servant of Christ and by His authority, I therefore forgive you all your sins in the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit.
ALL		Amen.
SONG OF PRAISE
“Rejoice O Pilgrim Throng” (LSB 813 v. 1, 2, 7)

1- Rejoice, O pilgrim throng!
Rejoice, give thanks, and sing;
Your festal banner wave on high,
The cross of Christ your King.
Rejoice!  Rejoice!  Rejoice, give thanks, and sing!

2-With voice as full and strong
As ocean’s surging praise,
Send forth the sturdy hymns of old,
The psalms of ancient days.
Rejoice!  Rejoice!  Rejoice, give thanks, and sing!

7. Praise Him who reigns on high,
The Lord whom we adore:
The Father, Son, and Holy Ghost,
Our God forevermore.
Rejoice!  Rejoice!  Rejoice, give thanks, and sing!

THE MESSAGE:  
A Time to Embrace

AFFIRMATION OF OUR FAITH-
Philippians 2:5-11

I believe in Christ Jesus, who being in very nature God, did not count equality with God a thing to be grasped, but emptied himself, by taking the form of a servant, being born in the likeness of men. And being found in human form, he humbled himself by becoming obedient to the point of death, even death on a cross. Therefore God has highly exalted him and bestowed on him the name that is above every name, so that at the name of Jesus every knee should bow, in heaven and on earth and under the earth, and every tongue confess that Jesus Christ is Lord, to the glory of God the Father. Amen.

BRINGING OUR BLESSINGS
with Thanksgiving in our Offering

PRAYERS OF THE CHURCH

THE LORD’S PRAYER
Our Father Who art in heaven, hallowed be Thy name.  Thy kingdom come, Thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven.  Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses as we forgive those who trespass against us; and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For Thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever and ever. Amen.

† GOD GIVES †

WORDS OF INSTITUTION

THE DISTRIBUTION
“Hosanna, Loud Hosanna” (LSB 443)

Hosanna, loud hosanna, The little children sang;
Through pillared court and temple The lovely anthem rang.
To Jesus, who had blessed them, Close folded to his breast,
The children sang their praises, The simplest and the best.

From Olivet they followed Mid an exultant crowd,
The victor palm branch waving And chanting clear and loud.
The Lord of men and angels Rode on in lowly state
Nor scorned that little children Should on his bidding wait.

[bookmark: _Hlk100048425]“Hosanna in the highest!”  That ancient song we sing,
For Christ is our Redeemer, The Lord of heav’n our King.
Oh, may we ever praise him With heart and life and voice
And in his blissful presence Eternally rejoice!






“Jesus Thy Blood And Righteousness”

1.  Jesus, Thy blood and righteousness
My beauty are, my glorious dress:
Midst flaming worlds, in these arrayed,
With joy shall I lift up my head.

2.  Bold shall I stand in that great day,
Cleansed and redeemed, no debt to pay;
Fully absolved through these I am
From sin and fear, from guilt and shame.

3. Lord, I believe Thy precious blood,
Which at the mercy seat of God
Pleads for the captives’ liberty,
Was also shed in love for me.

4.  Lord, I believe, were sinners more
Than sands upon the ocean shore,
Thou hast for all a ransom paid,
For all a full atonement made.

5.  When from the dust of death I rise
To claim my mansion in the skies,
This then shall be my only plea:
Jesus lived and died for me.

6. Jesus, be endless praise to Thee,
Whose boundless mercy hath for me,
For me, and all Thy hands have made,
An everlasting ransom paid.

THE DISMISSAL

† GOD SPEAKS †

Reader’s Theatre
The Passion of Our Lord Jesus Christ
MATTHEW 27:11-54

Narrator:	 Meanwhile Jesus stood before the governor, and the governor asked him, 

Pilate:	“Are you the King of the Jews?” 

Narrator:	Jesus said,

Jesus:	“You have said so”  

Narrator:	When he was accused by the chief priests and the elders, he gave no answer. Then Pilate asked him, 

Pilate:	“Don’t you hear the testimony they are bringing against you?”

Narrator:	But Jesus made no reply, not even to a single charge—to the great amazement of the governor.  Now it was the governor’s custom at the festival to release a prisoner chosen by the crowd. At that time they had a well-known prisoner whose name was Jesus Barabbas. So when the crowd had gathered, Pilate asked them,  

Pilate:	“Which one do you want me to release to you: Jesus Barabbas, or Jesus who is called the Messiah?”

Narrator:	 For he knew it was out of self-interest that they had handed Jesus over to him.  While Pilate was sitting on the judge’s seat, his wife sent him this message: “Don’t have anything to do with that innocent man, for I have suffered a great deal today in a dream because of him.”  But the chief priests and the elders persuaded the crowd to ask for Barabbas and to have Jesus executed.  The governor again said to them, 

Pilate:	“Which of the two do you want me to release to you?”

Narrator:	And they said.

ALL:		Barabbas!

Narrator: 	Pilate asked them, 

Pilate:	 “What shall I do, then, with Jesus who is called the Messiah?”

Narrator:	All of them said,

ALL:		Crucify Him! 

Narrator:	Then he asked,

Pilate:	“Why? What crime has he committed?”	

Narrator:	But they shouted all the louder,

ALL:	Crucify Him!

Narrator:	When Pilate saw that he was getting nowhere, but that instead an uproar was starting, he took water and washed his hands in front of the crowd, saying,

Pilate:	I am innocent of this man’s blood.  It is your responsibility.  

Narrator:	All the people answered,

ALL:	“His blood is on us and on our children!”

Narrator:	Then he released Barabbas to them. But he had Jesus flogged, and handed him over to be crucified.  Then the governor’s soldiers took Jesus into the Praetorium and gathered the whole company of soldiers around him. They stripped him and put a scarlet robe on him, and then twisted together a crown of thorns and set it on his head. They put a staff in his right hand. Then they knelt in front of him and mocked him, saying, 

ALL:		Hail, King of the Jews! 

Narrator:	They spit on him, and took the staff and struck him on the head again and again. After they had mocked him, they took off the robe and put his own clothes on him. Then they led him away to crucify him.  As they were going out, they met a man from Cyrene, named Simon, and they forced him to carry the cross. They came to a place called Golgotha (which means “the place of the skull”). There they offered Jesus wine to drink, mixed with gall; but after tasting it, he refused to drink it. When they had crucified him, they divided up his clothes by casting lots. And sitting down, they kept watch over him there. Above his head they placed the written charge against him: this is Jesus, the king of the Jews.  Two rebels were crucified with him, one on his right and one on his left. Those who passed by hurled insults at him, shaking their heads and saying,  

ALL:	“You who are going to destroy the temple and build it in three days, save yourself! Come down from the cross, if you are the Son of God!
 
Narrator:	In the same way the chief priests, the teachers of the law and the elders mocked him, saying
  
ALL:	“He saved others,” they said, “but he can’t save himself! He’s the king of Israel! Let him come down now from the cross, and we will believe in him. He trusts in God. Let God rescue him now if he wants him, for he said, ‘I am the Son of God.’ ”

Narrator:	In the same way the rebels who were crucified with him also heaped insults on him.  From noon until three in the afternoon darkness came over all the land. About three in the afternoon Jesus cried out in a loud voice, 

Jesus:		“Eli, Eli, lema sabachthani?”

Narrator:	 which means “My God, my God, why have you forsaken me?”  When some of those standing there heard this, they said,

ALL:	He’s calling Elijah

Narrator:	Immediately one of them ran and got a sponge. He filled it with wine vinegar, put it on a staff, and offered it to Jesus to drink.  The rest said,

ALL:	“Now leave him alone. Let’s see if Elijah comes to save him.”  

Narrator:	And when Jesus had cried out again in a loud voice, he gave up his spirit.
At that moment the curtain of the temple was torn in two from top to bottom. The earth shook, the rocks split and the tombs broke open. The bodies of many holy people who had died were raised to life. They came out of the tombs after Jesus’ resurrection and after Jesus’ resurrection they went into the holy city and appeared to many people.  When the centurion and those with him who were guarding Jesus saw the earthquake and all that had happened, they were terrified, and exclaimed,

ALL:		“Truly he was the Son of God!”


CLOSING PRAYER

CLOSING SONG
“Ancient of Days”

Though the nations rage
Kingdoms rise and fall
There is still one king
Reigning over all
So I will not fear
For this truth remains:
That my God is, the Ancient of Days

None above him, none before him
All of time in His hands
For  His  throne  it  shall remain and ever stand
All the power all the glory
I will trust in His name
For my God is, the Ancient of Days

Though the dread of night
Overwhelms my soul
He is here with me
I am not alone
O his love is sure
And He knows my name
For my God is, the Ancient of Days

None above him, none before him
All of time in His hands
For  His  throne  it  shall remain and ever stand
All the power all the glory
I will trust in His name
For my God is, the Ancient of Days

Though I may not see
What the future brings
I will watch and wait
For the Saviour king
Then my joy complete
Standing face to face
In the presence of the Ancient of Days

None above him, none before him
All of time in His hands
For  His  throne  it  shall remain and ever stand
All the power all the glory
I will trust in His name
For my God is, the Ancient of Days
For my God is, the Ancient of Days


† GOD BLESSES & SENDS US OUT †

BLESSING

Pastor:  	The Lord bless you and keep you; the Lord make his face to shine upon you and be gracious to you; The Lord look upon you with favor and give you His peace.
ALL: 	 	Amen

Pastor:	Go in peace, serve the Lord!
ALL:		Thanks be to God!





3-29-26	“Palm Sunday” 	
