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PHILIPPIANS 
Sixteenth Sunday after Pentecost 

9-20-20 

 

† GOD CALLS US † 

 
INVOCATION 

 
Leader In the name of the Father, Who rejoices over us. 

In the name of the Son, Jesus Christ, Who humbly gave His life for us. 
 In the name of the Holy Spirit, Who works in our hearts and enlivens our 

worship. 
ALL To the glory and praise of God!  
 

 
OPENING PRAYER  

 
Philippians 1:9-11 NLT 

Leader I pray that your love will overflow more and more, and that you will keep 
on growing in knowledge and understanding. For I want you to understand 
what really matters, so that you may live pure and blameless lives until 
the day of Christ’s return. May you always be filled with the fruit of your 
salvation—the righteous character produced in your life by Jesus Christ—
for this will bring much glory and praise to God. 

ALL Amen 
 

THE LORD’S PRAYER 

Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name,  thy kingdom come, thy 
will be done on earth as it is in heaven.  Give us this day our daily bread; and 
forgive us our trespasses as we forgive those who trespass against us;  and lead us 
not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.  For thine is the kingdom and the 
power and the glory forever and ever.  Amen 

 

† GOD CLEANSES US † 

 

TIME OF CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS 

Pastor Since we are gathered to hear God’s Word, call upon Him in prayer and 

praise, and receive the body and blood of our Lord Jesus, in the 

fellowship of this altar, let us first consider our unworthiness and confess 

before God and one another that we have sinned in thought, word, and 
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deed, and that we cannot free ourselves from our sinful condition. 

Together as His people, let us take refuge in the infinite mercy of God, 

our heavenly Father, seeking His grace for the sake of Christ, and saying: 

God, be merciful to me, a sinner. 

ALL Almighty God, have mercy upon us, forgive us our sins, and lead us to 

everlasting life. Amen. 

Pastor Almighty God, in His mercy has given His Son to die for you and for His 

sake forgives you all your sin.  As a called and ordained servant of Christ 

and by His authority, I declare with joy, “You are forgiven!”  In the name 

of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit!   

ALL  For me to live is Christ, and to die is gain. (Philippians 1:21)  Amen  
 

SONG OF PRAISE 

“Come Thou Fount of Every Blessing” 
 

Come, Thou Fount of ev’ry blessing, 
Tune my heart to sing Thy grace; 
Streams of mercy, never ceasing, 
Call for songs of loudest praise. 
While the hope of endless glory 
Fills my heart with joy and love, 
Teach me ever to adore Thee; 
May I still Thy goodness prove. 

 
Here I raise my Ebenezer,  

Hither by Thy help I’ve come; 
And I hope, by Thy good pleasure, 

Safetly to arrive at home. 
Jesus sought me when a stranger, 
Wandr’ing from the fold of God; 
He, to rescue me from danger, 
Interposed His precious blood. 

 
Oh, to grace how great a debtor 

Daily I’m constrained to be; 
Let that grace now like a fetter 

Bind my wand’ring heart to Thee; 
Prone to wander, Lord I feel it; 
Prone to  leave the God I love. 

Here’s my heart, oh, take and seal it, 
Seal it for Thy courts above. 
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Oh, that day when freed from sinning, 
I shall see Thy lovely face; 

Clothed then in the blood-washed linen 
How I’ll sing Thy wondrous grace! 
Come, my Lord, no longer tarry, 

Take my ransom’d soul away; 
Send Thine angels soon to carry 

Me to realms of endless day. 

 
† GOD SPEAKS WITH US † 

 
Old Testament Reading 

Isaiah 55:6-9 
Seek the Lord while he may be found; 

    call on him while he is near. 
7 Let the wicked forsake their ways 

    and the unrighteous their thoughts. 
Let them turn to the Lord, and he will have mercy on them, 

    and to our God, for he will freely pardon. 
8 “For my thoughts are not your thoughts, 

    neither are your ways my ways,” 
declares the Lord. 

9 “As the heavens are higher than the earth, 
    so are my ways higher than your ways 
    and my thoughts than your thoughts. 

 
 

Epistle Reading 
Philippians 1:12-14, 19-30 

12 Now I want you to know, brothers and sisters, 
 that what has happened to me has actually served to advance the gospel. 

 13 As a result, it has become clear throughout the whole palace guard  

and to everyone else that I am in chains for Christ.  
14 And because of my chains, most of the brothers and sisters have become confident 

in the Lord and dare all the more to proclaim the gospel without fear. 
 

19 for I know that through your prayers and God’s provision of the Spirit of Jesus 
Christ what has happened to me will turn out for my deliverance. 20 I eagerly expect 
and hope that I will in no way be ashamed, but will have sufficient courage so that 
now as always Christ will be exalted in my body, whether by life or by death. 21 For 
to me, to live is Christ and to die is gain. 22 If I am to go on living in the body, this 
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will mean fruitful labor for me. Yet what shall I choose? I do not know! 23 I am torn 
between the two: I desire to depart and be with Christ, which is better by far; 24 but 
it is more necessary for you that I remain in the body. 25 Convinced of this, I know 
that I will remain, and I will continue with all of you for your progress and joy in the 
faith, 26 so that through my being with you again your boasting in Christ Jesus will 
abound on account of me.  27 Whatever happens, conduct yourselves in a manner 
worthy of the gospel of Christ. Then, whether I come and see you or only hear about 
you in my absence, I will know that you stand firm in the one Spirit, striving together 
as one for the faith of the gospel 28 without being frightened in any way by those who 
oppose you. This is a sign to them that they will be destroyed, but that you will be 
saved—and that by God. 29 For it has been granted to you on behalf of Christ not only 
to believe in him, but also to suffer for him, 30 since you are going through the same 
struggle you saw I had, and now hear that I still have. 

Reader: This is the Word of the Lord. 
People: Thanks be to God! 
 

Holy Gospel 

Matthew 20:1-16 

 
“For the kingdom of heaven is like a landowner  

who went out early in the morning to hire workers for his vineyard.  
2 He agreed to pay them a denarius for the day and sent them into his vineyard. 

 

3 “About nine in the morning he went out  
and saw others standing in the marketplace doing nothing.  

4 He told them, ‘You also go and work in my vineyard,  
and I will pay you whatever is right.’ 5 So they went. 

 
“He went out again about noon and about three in the afternoon  

and did the same thing. 6 About five in the afternoon  
he went out and found still others standing around.  

He asked them, ‘Why have you been standing here all day long doing nothing?’ 
 

7 “‘Because no one has hired us,’ they answered. 
“He said to them, ‘You also go and work in my vineyard.’ 

8 “When evening came, the owner of the vineyard said to his foreman, 
 ‘Call the workers and pay them their wages,  

beginning with the last ones hired and going on to the first.’ 
 

9 “The workers who were hired about five in the afternoon 
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 came and each received a denarius. 10 So when those came who were hired first, 
they expected to receive more.  

But each one of them also received a denarius.  
 

11 When they received it, they began to grumble against the landowner.  
12 ‘These who were hired last worked only one hour,’ they said, ‘and you have made 
them equal to us who have borne the burden of the work and the heat of the day.’ 

 

13 “But he answered one of them, ‘I am not being unfair to you, friend.  
Didn’t you agree to work for a denarius? 

 14 Take your pay and go. I want to give the one who was hired last  
the same as I gave you. 15 Don’t I have the right to do what I want 
with my own money? Or are you envious because I am generous?’ 

16 “So the last will be first, and the first will be last.” 
 
Reader: This is the Gospel of the Lord! 
People: Praise to You, O Christ! 

 
AFFIRMATION OF FAITH:   

The Creedal Hymn of Philippians 2 

 

I believe in Jesus Christ 

Who being in the very nature of God,  

did not consider equality with God something to be grasped,  

but made himself nothing, taking the very nature of a servant  

being made in human likeness.   

And being found in appearance as a man,  

he humbled himself and became obedient to death- even death on a cross!  

Therefore God exalted him to the highest place  

and gave him the name that is above every name,  

that at the name of Jesus every knee should bow,  

in heaven and on earth, and every tongue confess that Jesus Christ is Lord,  

to the glory of God the Father.  Amen. 

 

BRINGING OF OUR BLESSINGS 

With Thanksgiving in our Offering 

 

MESSAGE 

“Faith Not Fear” 
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PRAYERS OF THE CHURCH 

 

† GOD FEASTS WITH US † 

 

THE WORDS OF INSTITUTION 

 

THE DISTRIBUTION 

 

THE DISMISSAL 

 

CLOSING SONG 

“Joyful Joyful We Adore Thee” 

 

Joyful, joyful we adore Thee, 
God of glory, Lord of love! 

Hearts unfold like flow’rs before Thee, 
Praising Thee, their sun above. 

Melt the clouds of sin and sadness, 
Drive the gloom of doubt away. 

Giver of immortal gladness, 
Fill us with the light of day. 

 
All Thy works with joy surround Thee, 

Earth and heav’n reflect Thy rays, 
Stars and angels sing around Thee, 

Center of unbroken praise. 
Field and forest, vale and mountain, 

Flow’ry meadow, flashing sea, 
Chanting bird, and flowing fountain 

Call us to rejoice in Thee. 
 

Thou art giving and forgiving, 
Ever blessing, ever blest, 

Wellspring of the joy of living, 
Ocean depth of happy rest! 
Father, Son and Holy Spirit, 
Fountainhead of love divine: 

Joyful, we Thy heav’n inherit! 
Joyful, we by grace are Thine! 
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† GOD BLESSES US & SENDS US OUT † 

 

BLESSING 
 

Pastor:   The Lord bless you and keep you; the Lord make his face to shine upon 
you and be gracious to you; The Lord look upon you with favor and give 
you His peace. 

ALL:   Amen! 
 

THE DISMISSAL 
 

Pastor:   Go in peace!  Serve the Lord! 
ALL:   Thanks be to God 


