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                               The Book of James 
The Seventeenth Sunday after Pentecost 

9-19-21 

 

Theme:  The Book of James 

 
INVOCATION 

Leader In the name of the Father and of the † Son and of the Holy Spirit. 
ALL  Amen 
 

OPENING SONG 
“Come Just As You Are” 

 
Come just as you are; Hear the Spirit call 

Come just as you are; Come and see, 
come, receive; Come and live forever. 

 
Chorus: 

Life everlasting, and strength for today; 
Taste the Living Water, and never thirst again. 

 
Come just as you are; Hear the Spirit call. 

Come just as you are; Come, receive 
Christ, the King; Come and Live forevermore. 

 
Chorus: 

Life everlasting, and strength for today; 
Taste the Living Water, and never thirst again. 

 
OPENING PRAYER 

 
The Old Testament:   
Jeremiah 11:18-20 

 
Because the Lord revealed their plot to me, I knew it, for at that time he showed 
me what they were doing. 19 I had been like a gentle lamb led to the slaughter; I 
did not realize that they had plotted against me, saying, 
 
“Let us destroy the tree and its fruit; 
let us cut him off from the land of the living, 
that his name be remembered no more.” 
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20 But you, Lord Almighty, who judge righteously 
and test the heart and mind, let me see your vengeance on them, 
for to you I have committed my cause. 
 

The Epistle:   
James 3:13 - 4:10 

 
Who is wise and understanding among you? Let them show it by their good life, by 
deeds done in the humility that comes from wisdom. 14 But if you harbor bitter envy 
and selfish ambition in your hearts, do not boast about it or deny the truth. 15 Such 
“wisdom” does not come down from heaven but is earthly, unspiritual, 
demonic. 16 For where you have envy and selfish ambition, there you find disorder 
and every evil practice. 
 
17 But the wisdom that comes from heaven is first of all pure; then peace-
loving, considerate, submissive, full of mercy and good fruit, impartial and 
sincere. 18 Peacemakers who sow in peace reap a harvest of righteousness. 
 
What causes fights and quarrels among you? Don’t they come from your desires that 
battle within you? 2 You desire but do not have, so you kill. You covet but you cannot 
get what you want, so you quarrel and fight. You do not have because you do not ask 
God. 3 When you ask, you do not receive, because you ask with wrong motives, that 
you may spend what you get on your pleasures. 
 
4 You adulterous people,[a] don’t you know that friendship with the world means 
enmity against God? Therefore, anyone who chooses to be a friend of the world 
becomes an enemy of God. 5 Or do you think Scripture says without reason that he 
jealously longs for the spirit he has caused to dwell in us[b]? 6 But he gives us more 
grace. That is why Scripture says: 
“God opposes the proud 
but shows favor to the humble.”[c] 

 
7 Submit yourselves, then, to God. Resist the devil, and he will flee from you. 8 Come 
near to God and he will come near to you. Wash your hands, you sinners, and purify 
your hearts, you double-minded. 9 Grieve, mourn and wail. Change your laughter to 
mourning and your joy to gloom. 10 Humble yourselves before the Lord, and he will 
lift you up. 
 
Reader: This is the Word of the Lord. 
People: Thanks be to God! 
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THE HOLY GOSPEL   
Mark 9:30-37 

 
 They left that place and passed through Galilee. Jesus did not want anyone to know 
where they were, 31 because he was teaching his disciples. He said to them, “The Son 
of Man is going to be delivered into the hands of men. They will kill him, and after 
three days he will rise.” 32 But they did not understand what he meant and were 
afraid to ask him about it. 
 
33 They came to Capernaum. When he was in the house, he asked them, “What were 
you arguing about on the road?” 34 But they kept quiet because on the way they had 
argued about who was the greatest. 
 
35 Sitting down, Jesus called the Twelve and said, “Anyone who wants to be first must 
be the very last, and the servant of all.” 
 
36 He took a little child whom he placed among them. Taking the child in his arms, he 
said to them, 37 “Whoever welcomes one of these little children in my name 
welcomes me; and whoever welcomes me does not welcome me but the one who 
sent me.” 
 
Reader: This is the Gospel of the Lord. 
People: Praise to You, O Christ! 
 

Sermon 
"Wisdom=Humility" 
James 3:13 - 4:10 

 

TIME OF CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS 

Pastor: Let us confess our sins to the Lord 
ALL: Heavenly Father, forgive me of my sins in thought, word, and deed.  

For being quick to act and slow to think.  Give me a heart for those 
who do not know you and  give me wisdom to speak faithfully with 
them about you.  Grant this for the sake of your Son, Jesus Christ, my 
Lord.  Amen. 

Pastor  Jesus Christ is the wisdom of God.  Though it may look like foolishness to 
the world, God has chosen to save the weakest and most foolish of 
sinners by means of a weak, humiliating cross.  God was pleased to be 
found suffering in Christ for the salvation of a rebellious, thankless 
people.  In Christ, God chooses to say, “I forgive you.”  In the name of 
the Father, † Son, and Holy Spirit.   

ALL: Amen 
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SONG OF PRAISE 

“Immortal, Invisible God Only Wise” 

 
Immortal, invisible, God only wise, 

In light inaccessible hid from our eyes, 
Most blessed, most glorious, the Ancient of Days, 
Almighty, victorious, thy great name we praise! 

 
Unresting, unhasting, and silent as light, 

Nor wanting nor wasting, Thou rulest in might; 
Thy justice like mountains high soaring above, 

Thy clouds which are fountains of goodness and love. 
 

To all life Thou giveth to both great and small; 
In all life Thou livest the true Life of all. 

We blossom and flourish as leaves on the tree, 
And wither and perish, but naught changes Thee. 

 
Great Father of glory, pure Father of light, 

Thine angels adore thee, all veiling their sight. 
All laud we would render; oh, help us to see 

‘Tis only the splendor, of light that hides Thee! 
 

AFFIRMATION OF FAITH   

The Apostles’ Creed 

I believe in God, the Father Almighty, maker of heaven and earth.   
 
And in Jesus Christ, His only Son, our Lord, who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 
born of the virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died and 
was buried.  He descended into hell.  The third day He rose again from the dead.  
He ascended into heaven and sits at the right hand of God the Father Almighty.  
From thence He will come to judge the living and the dead. 
 
I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy Christian Church, the communion of saints, 
the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting.  
Amen 

 

BRINGING OF OUR BLESSINGS 

With Thanksgiving in our Offering 

 

PRAYERS OF THE CHURCH 
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THE LORD’S PRAYER 

Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name,  thy kingdom come, thy 
will be done on earth as it is in heaven.  Give us this day our daily bread; and 
forgive us our trespasses as we forgive those who trespass against us;  and lead us 
not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.  For thine is the kingdom and the 
power and the glory forever and ever.  Amen 

 

THE WORDS OF INSTITUTION 

 

THE DISTRIBUTION 

 

THE DISMISSAL 

 

CLOSING SONG 

“Be Thou My Vision” 
 

Be Thou my Vision, O Lord of my heart; 
Naught be all else to me, save that Thou art 
Thou my best thought, by day or by night, 
Waking or sleeping, Thy presence my light. 

 
Be Thou my Wisdom, and Thou my true Word; 

I ever with Thee and Thou with me, Lord; 
Thou my great Father, I Thy true son, 

Thou in me dwelling, and I with Thee one. 
 

Riches I heed not, nor man’s empty praise, 
Thou mine inheritance, now and always; 
Thou and Thou only, first in my heart, 

High King of heaven, my treasure Thou art. 
 

High King of heaven, my victory won, 
May I reach heaven’s joys, bright heaven’s Sun! 

Heart of my own heart, whatever befall, 
Still be my Vision, O Ruler of all. 
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BLESSING 
Pastor:   May the grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, and the love of God the Father, 

and the fellowship of the Holy Spirit, be with you all! 
ALL:   Amen! 
 
THE DISMISSAL 
Pastor:   Go in peace!  Serve the Lord! 
ALL:   Thanks be to God 


