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SEARCHING 
Tenth Sunday after Pentecost 

8-9-20 

 

Theme:  SEARCHING- The Book of Ecclesiastes 

We continue our summer of searching.  We are always searching for more to life.  

We explore for excitement, search for meaning, shop for pleasure.  We try this.  

Then we try that.  We go off on our own, trying by our own devices and desires to 

find the fullness of life.  Ecclesiastes gets brutally honest about life and gets our 

lives ready for God, revealed in Jesus.  Today, we are searching for Worship. 

 

† GOD CALLS US † 

 
CALL TO WORSHIP 

Psalm 37:3-4 

 
Leader: Trust in the Lord and do good; dwell in the land and enjoy safe pasture.  

Delight yourself in the Lord. 
ALL:  And He will give you the desires of your heart.   
 
Leader: In the name of the Father and of the † Son and of the Holy Spirit. 
ALL:  Amen 
 

OPENING PRAYER 
 

THE LORD’S PRAYER 

Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name,  thy kingdom come, thy 
will be done on earth as it is in heaven.  Give us this day our daily bread; and 
forgive us our trespasses as we forgive those who trespass against us;  and lead us 
not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.  For thine is the kingdom and the 
power and the glory forever and ever.  Amen 
 

† GOD CLEANSES US † 

 

TIME OF CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS 

Pastor: We confess our sins and seek the forgiveness and restoration of the Lord. 
ALL: “O LORD, You have searched me and you know me. You know when I 

sit and when I stand; You perceive my thoughts from afar.  
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Pastor:  “You discern my going out and my lying down; You are familiar with all 
my ways.  

ALL: Before a word is on my tongue You know what I will say, O LORD.  
 
Pastor: You surround me with Your presence. You go before me and come behind. 

Your hand is always near. 
ALL: Your understanding of my life is beyond words. It is so incredible for 

me to fully comprehend.”  Psalm139:1-5 
 
Pastor: We have no secrets from God. He knows all that we do; the good and the 

bad. He knows even our thoughts. 
ALL: Gracious Lord, forgive our sins and increase our faith. We are without 

excuse. Save us, Lord Jesus. 
 
Pastor  The Lord is good to all, and His tender mercy is over all He has made. 

There is no one so righteous that they have no need of His mercy, and 
there is no one so lost that they are beyond His grace. By the command of 
God and the power of His promise, I declare with joy, your sins are 
forgiven, in the name of the Father, † Son and Holy Spirit. 

ALL: Amen 
SONG OF PRAISE 

“This Is the Gift of God” 
 

Because of His love, rich in mercy, 
He made us alive in Him. 

Saved us from death, Rescued the sinners, 
This is the gift of God. 

 
Holy is the Lamb of God. 

Holy is the One who loved. 
Not by works, but by His blood. 

This is the gift of God. 
 

Before the creation we were chosen, 
Adopted into His love. 

Glorious grace lavished upon us, 
This is the gift of God. 

 
Holy is the Lamb of God. 

Holy is the One who loved. 
Not by works, but by His blood. 

This is the gift of God. 
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† GOD SPEAKS WITH US † 

 
FIRST READING 

1 Corinthians 1:1-3 
 
Paul, called to be an apostle of Christ Jesus by the will of God, and our brother 
Sosthenes, 2 To the church of God in Corinth, to those sanctified in Christ Jesus and 
called to be his holy people, together with all those everywhere who call on the 
name of our Lord Jesus Christ—their Lord and ours: 
 
3 Grace and peace to you from God our Father and the Lord Jesus Christ. 
 
Reader: This is the Word of the Lord. 
People: Thanks be to God! 

 
HOLY GOSPEL 

John 4:19-26 

 
 “Sir,” the woman said, “I can see that you are a prophet. 20 Our ancestors worshiped 
on this mountain, but you Jews claim that the place where we must worship is in 
Jerusalem.” 
 
21 “Woman,” Jesus replied, “believe me, a time is coming when you will worship the 
Father neither on this mountain nor in Jerusalem. 22 You Samaritans worship what 
you do not know; we worship what we do know, for salvation is from the Jews.  
 
23 Yet a time is coming and has now come when the true worshipers will worship the 
Father in the Spirit and in truth, for they are the kind of worshipers the Father 
seeks. 24 God is spirit, and his worshipers must worship in the Spirit and in truth.” 
 
25 The woman said, “I know that Messiah” (called Christ) “is coming. When he comes, 
he will explain everything to us.” 
 
26 Then Jesus declared, “I, the one speaking to you—I am he.” 
 
 
Reader: This is the Gospel of the Lord. 
People: Praise to You, O Christ! 
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AFFIRMATION OF FAITH: 

The Apostles’ Creed 

 

I believe in God, the Father Almighty, maker of heaven and earth.   
 
And in Jesus Christ, His only Son, our Lord, who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 
born of the virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died and 
was buried.  He descended into hell.  The third day He rose again from the dead.  
He ascended into heaven and sits at the right hand of God the Father Almighty.  
From thence He will come to judge the living and the dead. 
 
I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy Christian Church, the communion of saints, 
the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting.  
Amen 
 

 

BRINGING OF OUR BLESSINGS 

with Thanksgiving in our Offering 

 

PRAYERS OF THE CHURCH 

 

† THE BOOK OF ECCLESIASTES † 

 

MESSAGE:   

Searching for Worship  

- Ecclesiastes 5:1-7 

 

SONG OF RESPONSE 
“Love Divine, All Love Excelling” 

 

Love divine, all loves excelling, 
Joy of heav’n,  to earth come down! 

Fix in us Thy humble dwelling, 
All Thy faithful mercies crown. 
Jesus, Thou art all compassion, 
Pure, unbounded love Thou art; 

Visit us with Thy salvation, 
Enter ev’ry trembling heart. 
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Breathe, O breathe Thy loving Spirit 
Into ev’ry troubled breast; 
Let us all in Thee inherit; 

Let us find Thy promised rest. 
Take away the love of sinning; 

Alpha and Omega be; 
End of faith, as its beginning, 

Set our hearts at liberty. 
 

Come, Almighty, to deliver; 
Let us all Thy life receive; 

Suddenly return, and never, 
Nevermore Thy temples leave. 

Thee we would be always blessing, 
Serve Thee as Thy hosts above, 

Pray and praise Thee without ceasing, 
Glory in Thy perfect love. 

 
Finish then Thy new creation, 
Pure and spotless let us be; 

Let us see Thy great salvation 
Perfectly restored in Thee, 

Changed from glory into glory, 
Till in heav’n we take our place, 

Till we cast our crowns before Thee, 
Lost in wonder, love, and praise. 

 

† GOD BLESSES US & SENDS US OUT † 

 
BLESSING 

Pastor:   The Lord bless you and keep you; the Lord make his face to shine upon 
you and be gracious to you; The Lord look upon you with favor and give 
you His peace. 

ALL:   Amen! 
 

THE DISMISSAL 
Pastor:   Go in peace!  Serve the Lord! 
ALL:   Thanks be to God 


