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                        THE RETURN FROM EXILE 
Fourth Sunday after Pentecost 

6-28-20 

 

Theme:  The Return from Exile- A Series on the Book of Ezra 

In the Book of Ezra- the people of God are returning from 70 years of exile.  Ezra 

speaks to the promises and presence of God upon their return to Jerusalem.  Their 

hope was not simply that God would restore the temple, but that He would also 

restore their hearts.  A big part of the return was to turn back to God in 

repentance.  May the Lord’s kindness lead your heart to repentance today. 

  

† GOD CALLS US † 

 
CALL TO WORSHIP 

Psalm 32 

 
Leader Blessed is the one whose transgressions are forgiven, whose sins are  
  forgiven! 
ALL  May your unfailing love rest upon us, O Lord!   
Leader I said, “I will confess my transgressions to the Lord!” 
ALL And you forgave the guilt of my sin! 
 
Leader In the name of the Father and of the † Son and of the Holy Spirit. 
ALL  Amen 
 

OPENING PRAYER 
 

OPENING SONG 

“Crown Him with Many Crowns”  

(LSB 525 v. 1, 3, 4) 

 

Crown Him with many crowns, The Lamb upon his throne; 
Hark how the heav’nly anthem drowns All music but its own. 

Awake my soul, and sing Of him who died for thee, 
And hail him as thy matchless king Through all eternity. 

 

Crown Him the Lord of love. Behold his hands and side, 
Rich wounds, yet visible above, In beauty glorified. 

No angels in the sky Can fully bear that sight, 
But downward bend their wond’ring eyes At mysteries so bright. 
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Crown Him the Lord of life, Who triumphed o’er the grave 
And rose victorious in the strife For those he came to save. 

His glories now we sing, Who died and rose on high, 
Who died eternal life to bring And lives that death may die. 

 

† GOD CLEANSES US † 

 

TIME OF CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS 

Pastor: If we say we have no sin we deceive ourselves and the truth is not in us. 
ALL: But is we confess our sins, God who is faithful and just will forgive our 

sins and cleanse us from all unrighteousness. (1 John 1:8-9) 
Pastor: Let us confess our sins to God our Father, 
 
ALL: Most merciful God, we confess that we are by nature sinful and 

unclean.  We have sinned against You in thought, word, and deed, by 
what we have done and by what we have left undone.  We have not 
loved you with our whole heart; we have not loved our neighbors as 
ourselves.  We justly deserve your present and eternal punishment.  
For the sake Your son, Jesus Christ, have mercy on us.  Forgive us, 
renew us, and lead us, so that we may delight in Your will and walk in 
Your ways to the glory of Your holy name.  Amen. 

 Pastor:   Almighty God in His mercy has given His son to die for you and for His 
sake forgives you all your sins.  As a called and ordained servant of Christ 
and by His authority, I therefore forgive you all your sins in the name of 
the Father, and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit.   

ALL: Amen. 
 
 

SONG OF PRAISE 

“Crown Him with Many Crowns”  

(LSB 525 v. 5) 

 

Crown Him the Lord of heav’n, Enthroned in worlds above, 
Crown Him the king to whom is giv’n The wondrous name of Love. 

Crown Him with many crowns As thrones before Him fall; 
Crown Him, ye kings, with many crowns, For He is king of all. 
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† GOD SPEAKS WITH US † 

 
FIRST READING 
1 John 1:8-9 

 
If we claim to be without sin,  

we deceive ourselves and the truth is not in us.  
9 If we confess our sins,  
he is faithful and just  

and will forgive us our sins and purify us from all unrighteousness. 
 
Reader: This is the Word of the Lord. 
People: Thanks be to God! 

 
HOLY GOSPEL 

Mark 1:14-15 

 
After John was put in prison,  

Jesus went into Galilee, proclaiming the good news of God.  
15 “The time has come,” he said.  

“The kingdom of God has come near. Repent and believe the good news!” 
 

Reader: This is the Gospel of the Lord. 
People: Praise to You, O Christ! 

 
 

AFFIRMATION OF FAITH:   

The Apostles’ Creed 

 

I believe in God, the Father Almighty, maker of heaven and earth.   
 
And in Jesus Christ, His only Son, our Lord, who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 
born of the virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died and 
was buried.  He descended into hell.  The third day He rose again from the dead.  
He ascended into heaven and sits at the right hand of God the Father Almighty.  
From thence He will come to judge the living and the dead. 
 
I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy Christian Church, the communion of saints, 
the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting.  
Amen 
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Bringing of our Blessings 

with Thanksgiving in our Offering 

 

PRAYERS OF THE CHURCH 

 

THE LORD’S PRAYER 

 

Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name,  thy kingdom come, thy 
will be done on earth as it is in heaven.  Give us this day our daily bread; and 
forgive us our trespasses as we forgive those who trespass against us;  and lead us 
not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.  For thine is the kingdom and the 
power and the glory forever and ever.  Amen 
 

 

† THE RETURN FROM EXILE † 

 

A Reading from Ezra 9:4-9 

 

Then everyone who trembled at the words of the God of Israel gathered around me 

because of this unfaithfulness of the exiles. And I sat there appalled until the 

evening sacrifice. 

 
5 Then, at the evening sacrifice, I rose from my self-abasement, with my tunic and 

cloak torn, and fell on my knees with my hands spread out to the Lord my God 6 and 

prayed: 

 

“I am too ashamed and disgraced, my God, to lift up my face to you, because our 

sins are higher than our heads and our guilt has reached to the heavens. 7 From the 

days of our ancestors until now, our guilt has been great. Because of our sins, we and 

our kings and our priests have been subjected to the sword and captivity, to pillage 

and humiliation at the hand of foreign kings, as it is today. 

 
8 “But now, for a brief moment, the Lord our God has been gracious in leaving us a 

remnant and giving us a firm place[a] in his sanctuary, and so our God gives light to 

our eyes and a little relief in our bondage. 9 Though we are slaves, our God has not 

forsaken us in our bondage. He has shown us kindness in the sight of the kings of 
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Persia: He has granted us new life to rebuild the house of our God and repair its 

ruins, and he has given us a wall of protection in Judah and Jerusalem. 

 

MESSAGE:   

Repenting of Sin 

 

SONG OF RESPONSE 
“Mighty To Save” 

 

Everyone needs compassion  Love that's never failing 
Let mercy fall on me  Everyone needs forgiveness 

The kindness of a Savior  The hope of nations 
 

Chorus: Savior  He can move the mountains  
My God is mighty to save   

He is mighty to save  
Forever  Author of salvation  

He rose and conquered the grave   
Jesus conquered the grave  

 
So take me as You find me  All my fears and failures 

Fill my life again  I give my life to follow 
Everything I believe in  Now I surrender 

 
Savior  He can move the mountains  

My God is mighty to save   
He is mighty to save  

Forever  Author of salvation  
He rose and conquered the grave   

Jesus conquered the grave  
 

† GOD BLESSES US & SENDS US OUT † 

 
BLESSING 

Pastor:   The Lord bless you and keep you; the Lord make his face to shine upon 
you and be gracious to you; The Lord look upon you with favor and give 
you His peace. 

ALL:   Amen! 
 

THE DISMISSAL 
Pastor:   Go in peace!  Serve the Lord! 
ALL:   Thanks be to God 


