THE RISEN WAY

Fifth Sunday of Easter

5-3-26

Worship Theme: THE RISEN WAY

In the Book of Acts, the Risen Lord Jesus continues His work. In the acts of the earliest
believers, they are acting a certain way that’s different after the resurrection than
it was before. The resurrection really does change things for us. It changes the way
we live, it changes what we believe, it changes how we act. It’s the Risen Way!

Pastor:

ALL:

Pastor:

ALL:
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T GOD CALLS ¥

OPENING SONG
“Oh Bless the Lord My Soul” (LSB 814 v. 1-4)

1-Oh, bless the Lord, my soul! Let all in me combine
To aid my tongue to bless his name Whose favor is divine.

2-0Oh, bless the Lord, my soul! Nor let his mercies lie
Forgotten in unthankfulness And without praises die.

3-The Lord forgives my sins, And he relieves my pain;
The Lord has healed my sicknesses And made me whole again.

4-He crowns my life with love, He ransoms from the grave;
He that redeemed my soul from hell Has sov’reign pow’r to save.

CALL TO WORSHIP

In the name of the Father and of the 1 Son and of the Holy Spirit.
Amen.

He is risen!
His is risen indeed! Alleluia!

SHARING OF THE PEACE
T GOD SPEAKS ¥

CHILDREN’S MESSAGE
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FIRST READING
Acts 6:1-9, 7:2a, 51-60

In those days when the number of disciples was increasing, the Hellenistic
Jewsl2l among them complained against the Hebraic Jews because their widows were
being overlooked in the daily distribution of food. 2So the Twelve gathered all the
disciples together and said, “It would not be right for us to neglect the ministry of the
word of God in order to wait on tables. 3 Brothers and sisters, choose seven men from
among you who are known to be full of the Spirit and wisdom. We will turn this
responsibility over to them 4and will give our attention to prayer and the ministry of
the word.”

> This proposal pleased the whole group. They chose Stephen, a man full of faith and
of the Holy Spirit; also Philip, Procorus, Nicanor, Timon, Parmenas, and Nicolas from
Antioch, a convert to Judaism. ¢ They presented these men to the apostles, who
prayed and laid their hands on them.

7So the word of God spread. The number of disciples in Jerusalem increased
rapidly, and a large number of priests became obedient to the faith.

8 Now Stephen, a man full of God’s grace and power, performed great wonders and
signs among the people. ° Opposition arose, however, from members of the Synagogue
of the Freedmen (as it was called)—Jews of Cyrene and Alexandria as well as the
provinces of Cilicia and Asia—who began to argue with Stephen.

2To this he replied: “Brothers and fathers, listen to me!

“You stiff-necked people! Your hearts and ears are still uncircumcised. You are just
like your ancestors: You always resist the Holy Spirit! >2 Was there ever a prophet your
ancestors did not persecute? They even killed those who predicted the coming of the
Righteous One. And now you have betrayed and murdered him— 33you who have
received the law that was given through angels but have not obeyed it.”

>4 When the members of the Sanhedrin heard this, they were furious and gnashed their
teeth at him. 33 But Stephen, full of the Holy Spirit, looked up to heaven and saw the
glory of God, and Jesus standing at the right hand of God. >¢ “Look,” he said, “| see
heaven open and the Son of Man standing at the right hand of God.”

37 At this they covered their ears and, yelling at the top of their voices, they all rushed

at him, 38dragged him out of the city and began to stone him. Meanwhile, the
witnesses laid their coats at the feet of a young man named Saul.
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*While they were stoning him, Stephen prayed, “Lord Jesus, receive my
spirit.” 9 Then he fell on his knees and cried out, “Lord, do not hold this sin against
them.” When he had said this, he fell asleep.

SECOND READING
1 Peter 2:2-10

Like newborn babies, crave pure spiritual milk, so that by it you may grow up in your
salvation, 3 now that you have tasted that the Lord is good.

4As you come to him, the living Stone—rejected by humans but chosen by God and
precious to him— 3 you also, like living stones, are being built into a spiritual housel2! to
be a holy priesthood, offering spiritual sacrifices acceptable to God through Jesus
Christ. ¢ For in Scripture it says:

“See, | lay a stone in Zion,
a chosen and precious cornerstone,
and the one who trusts in him
will never be put to shame.”[b]
”Now to you who believe, this stone is precious. But to those who do not believe,
“The stone the builders rejected
has become the cornerstone, L
8and,
“A stone that causes people to stumble
and a rock that makes them fall.”d]

They stumble because they disobey the message—which is also what they were
destined for.

But you are a chosen people, a royal priesthood, a holy nation, God’s special
possession, that you may declare the praises of him who called you out of darkness
into his wonderful light. ' Once you were not a people, but now you are the people of
God; once you had not received mercy, but now you have received mercy.

Reader: This is the Word of the Lord.
People: Thanks be to God!

HOLY GOSPEL
John 14:1-4

“Do not let your hearts be troubled. You believe in God[2l; believe also in me. ZMy
Father’s house has many rooms; if that were not so, would | have told you that | am
going there to prepare a place for you? 3 And if | go and prepare a place for you, | will
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come back and take you to be with me that you also may be where | am. 4You know
the way to the place where | am going.”

Reader:  This is the Gospel of the Lord.
People: Praise to You, O Christ!

TIME OF CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS

Pastor: Let us confess our sins, confident of this promise, “See, | lay a stone in
Zion, a chosen and precious cornerstone, and the one who trusts in him will never be
put to shame” - 1 Peter 2:6

ALL: Most holy and merciful Father, we confess to you that we have sinned
against you by what we have done and by what we have left undone. Forgive us,
we pray, and free us from our sin. Renew in us the grace and strength of your Holy
Spirit, for the sake of Jesus Christ your Son, our Savior. Amen.

Pastor: Hear the Good News! This is your life in Christ Jesus. “You are a chosen
people, a royal priesthood, a holy nation, a people belonging to God, that you may
declare the praises of him who called you out of darkness into his wonderful light.
Once you were not a people, but now you are the people of God; once you had not
received mercy, but now you have received mercy” 1 Peter 2:9-10. In the mercy of
Christ, His life given for you, You are forgiven! In the name of the Father, and of the
T Son, and of the Holy Spirit.

ALL: Amen

SONG OF PRAISE
“Cornerstone”

My hope is built on nothing less
Than Jesus blood and righteousness
| dare not trust the sweetest frame

But wholly trust in Jesus name

My hope is built on nothing less
Than Jesus blood and righteousness
| dare not trust the sweetest frame

But wholly trust in Jesus name

Christ alone; cornerstone
Weak made strong; in the Saviour's love
Through the storm, He is Lord
Lord of all
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When Darkness seems to hide His face
| rest on His unchanging grace
In every high and stormy gale
My anchor holds within the veil
My anchor holds within the veil

Christ alone; cornerstone
Weak made strong; in the Saviour's love
Through the storm, He is Lord
Lord of all

When He shall come with trumpet sound,
Oh, may | then in Him be found;
Dressed in His righteousness alone,
Faultless | stand before the throne.

Christ alone; cornerstone
Weak made strong; in the Saviour's love
Through the storm, He is Lord
Lord of all

MESSAGE

AFFIRMATION OF FAITH-
The Nicene Creed

| believe in one God, the Father Almighty, maker of heaven and earth and of all
things visible and invisible.

And in one Lord Jesus Christ, the only-begotten Son of God, begotten of his Father
before all worlds, God of God, Light of Light, very God of very God, begotten, not
made, being of one substance with the Father, by whom all things were made;

who for us men and for our salvation came down from heaven and was incarnate
by the Holy Spirit of the virgin Mary and was made man and was crucified also for
us under Pontius Pilate. He suffered and was buried.

And the third day he rose again according to the Scriptures and ascended into

heaven and sits at the right hand of the Father. And He will come again with glory
to judge both the living and the dead, whose kingdom will have no end.
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And | believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord and giver of life, who proceeds from the
Father and the Son, who with the Father and the Son together is worshiped and
glorified, who spoke by the prophets.

And | believe in one holy Christian and apostolic Church, | acknowledge one
Baptism for the remission of sins, and | look for the resurrection of the dead and
the life of the world to come. Amen.

BRINGING OUR BLESSINGS
with Thanksgiving in our Offering

COMMISSIONING FOR HOMES OF HOPE MISSION TEAM (11 AM)
PRAYERS
THE LORD’S PRAYER

Our Father, Who art in heaven, hallowed be Thy name. Thy kingdom come, Thy
will be done on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive
us our trespasses as we forgive those who trespass against us; and lead us not into
temptation, but deliver us from evil. For Thine is the kingdom, and the power, and
the glory, forever and ever. Amen.

T GOD GIVES t
WORDS OF INSTITUTION

THE DISTRIBUTION
“It is Well with My Soul” (LSB 763)

When peace, like a river, attendeth my way;
When sorrows like sea billows roll;
Whatever my lot, Thou hast taught me to say,
It is well, it is well with my soul.

Refrain:
It is well with my soul,
It is well, it is well with my soul.

Though Satan should buffet, though trials should come,
Let this blest assurance control,
That Christ has regarded my helpless estate
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And hath shed his own blood for my soul.
(Refrain)

He lives-oh, the bliss of this glorious thought;
My sin, not in part, but the whole,
Is nailed to the cross, and | bear it no more.
Praise the Lord, praise the Lord, O my soul!
(Refrain)

And, Lord, haste the day when my faith shall be sight,
The clouds be rolled back as a scroll,
The trumpet shall sound and the Lord shall descend;
Even so, it is well with my soul.
(Refrain)

“What Wondrous Love Is This”

What wondrous love is this,
O my soul, O my soul!
What wondrous love is this, O my soul!
What wondrous love is this
That caused the Lord of bliss
To bear the dreadful curse for my soul, for my soul,
To bear the dreadful curse for my soul!

When | was sinking down, sinking down, sinking down,
When | was sinking down, sinking down,
When | was sinking down
Beneath God's righteous frown,
Christ laid aside his crown for my soul, for my soul,
Christ laid aside his crown for my soul!

To God and to the Lamb | will sing, | will sing;
To God and to the Lamb I will sing;
To God and to the Lamb,
Who is the great | AM,
While millions join the theme, | will sing, | will sing;
While millions join the theme, | will sing.

And when from death I'm free, I'll sing on, I'll sing on;
And when from death I'm free, I'll sing on;
And when from death I'm free
I'll sing His love for me,
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And through eternity I'll sing on, I'll sing on;
And through eternity I'll sing on.

THE DISMISSAL

CLOSING SONG
“10,000 Reasons”

Bless the Lord, O my soul
O my soul
Worship His holy name
Sing like never before
O my soul
I'll worship Your holy name

The sun comes up, it's a new day dawning
It's time to sing Your song again
Whatever may pass, and whatever lies before me
Let me be singing when the evening comes

[Chorus] Bless the Lord, O my soul
O my soul
Worship His holy name
Sing like never before
O my soul
I'll worship Your holy name

You're rich in love, and You're slow to anger
Your name is great, and Your heart is kind
For all Your goodness | will keep on singing
Ten thousand reasons for my heart to find

[Chorus] Bless the Lord, O my soul
O my soul
Worship His holy name
Sing like never before
O my soul
I'll worship Your holy name

And on that day when my strength is failing
The end draws near and my time has come
Still my soul will sing Your praise unending
Ten thousand years and then forevermore
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Bless the Lord, O my soul
O my soul
Worship His holy name
Sing like never before
O my soul
I'll worship Your holy name
I'll worship Your holy name

T GOD BLESSES AND SENDS ¥

BENEDICTION
Pastor: Go now with the comfort and assurance that Jesus has risen from the grave.
He is risen!
ALL: He is risen indeed! Alleluia! Amen!
Pastor: Go in peace, serve the Lord!
ALL: Thanks be to God!

5-3-26 “‘EASTER 5” Page 9 of 9



