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LENT 5 

REAL TALK 
3-26-23 

 

THEME:  Heart to Heart Conversations with Jesus 

We remember the important heart to heart talks in our lives, in the car opening up 

with a parent, a late night dialogue with a friend, or a life changing heart to heart 

with the one we love. This Lent at Grace we’ll explore conversations with Jesus.  As 

people come seeking answers to their deepest questions, or making claims about 

their faith, or wondering who he is, Jesus engages, challenges, exhorts.  May these 

conversations prompt your relationship with Jesus and open your heart to His heart 

of mercy toward you. 

† GOD CALLS † 

 
INVOCATION 

 
Pastor: In the name of the Father and of the † Son and of the Holy Spirit. 
ALL: Amen!  

OPENING PRAYER 

 

OPENING SONG 

“Father Welcomes” 
 

Father welcomes all His children to His fam’ly through His Son. 
Father giving His salvation, Life forever has been won. 

 
Little children, come to me, For My kingdom is of these. 

Life and love I have to give, Mercy for your sin. 
Father welcomes all His children to His fam’ly through His Son. 

Father giving His salvation, Life forever has been won. 
 

In the water, in the Word, in His promise, be assured: 
Those who are baptized and believe, Shall be born again. 

Father welcomes all His children to His fam’ly through His Son. 
Father giving His salvation, Life forever has been won. 

 
Let us daily die to sin; let us daily rise with Him 

Walk in the love of Christ our Lord, Live in the peace of God. 
Father welcomes all His children to His fam’ly through His Son. 

Father giving His salvation, Life forever has been won. 
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† GOD FORGIVES † 

 

BAPTISM  

Charlotte Lynn Thornton 
 – 11:00 am 

 

CONFESSION 

 

Pastor: Dear friends, let us approach God with a true heart and confess our sins, 
asking him in the name of our Lord Jesus Christ, to forgive us. 

 
ALL: Lord of Life, I confess that I am by nature dead in sin. 
  For faithless worrying and selfish pride, 
 For sins of habit and sins of choice, 
 For the evil I have done and the good I have failed to do, 
 You should cast me away from your presence forever. 
 O Lord, I am sorry for my sins.  Forgive me, for Jesus’ sake. 
  

ABSOLUTION 
 
Pastor: Christ has died.  Christ is risen.  Christ will come again.  In His great 

mercy, God made us alive in Christ even when we were dead in our sins.  
As a called and ordained servant of Christ and by His authority, I 
therefore forgive you all your sins in the name of the Father, and of the 
Son, and of the Holy Spirit. 

ALL: Amen. 
 

SONG OF PRAISE  

His Mercy Is More (CW 579- Big Blue Binder)   

 
What love could remember no wrongs we have done? 

Omniscient, all knowing, he counts not their sum; 
thrown into a sea without bottom or shore, 
our sins they are many, his mercy is more. 

 
Praise the Lord! His mercy is more! 

Stronger than darkness, new ev’ry morn; 
our sins they are many, his mercy is more! 

 
What patience would wait as we constantly roam, 

what Father so tender is calling us home! 



3-26-23 “Lent 5” Page 3 of 10 

 

He welcomes the weakest, the vilest, the poor; 
our sins that are many, his mercy is more. 

 
Praise the Lord! His mercy is more! 

Stronger than darkness, new ev’ry morn; 
our sins they are many, his mercy is more! 

 
What riches of kindness he lavished on us; 

his blood was the payment, his life was the cost. 
We stood ‘neath a debt we could never afford;  

our sins they are many his mercy is more. 
 

Praise the Lord! His mercy is more! 
Stronger than darkness, new ev’ry morn; 

our sins they are many, his mercy is more! 
 

Our sins they are many,  
his mercy is more! 

 

LORD, HAVE MERCY [Kyrie] 

 

Pastor:   In peace let us pray to the Lord. 

 

For the well-being of all people everywhere, that they may receive from 

you all they need to sustain body and life, hear our prayer, O Lord. 

ALL:  Lord, have mercy. 

 

Pastor: For the spread of your life-giving gospel throughout the world, that all 

who are lost in sin may be brought to faith in you, hear our prayer, O 

Christ. 

ALL:  Lord, have mercy. 

 

Pastor: For patience and perseverance in this life, that we may not lose the hope 

of heaven as we await your return, hear our prayer, O Lord. 

ALL:  Lord, have mercy. 

 

Pastor: Lord of life, live in us that we may live for you. 

ALL:  Amen 
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† GOD SPEAKS † 

 

CHILDREN’S MESSAGE 

 

HOLY GOSPEL 
John 11:17-45 

 
17 On his arrival, Jesus found that Lazarus had already been in the tomb for four 
days. 18 Now Bethany was less than two miles[a] from Jerusalem, 19 and many Jews 
had come to Martha and Mary to comfort them in the loss of their brother. 20 When 
Martha heard that Jesus was coming, she went out to meet him, but Mary stayed at 
home. 
 
21 “Lord,” Martha said to Jesus, “if you had been here, my brother would not have 
died. 22 But I know that even now God will give you whatever you ask.” 
23 Jesus said to her, “Your brother will rise again.” 
 
24 Martha answered, “I know he will rise again in the resurrection at the last day.” 
25 Jesus said to her, “I am the resurrection and the life. The one who believes in me 
will live, even though they die; 26 and whoever lives by believing in me will never 
die. Do you believe this?” 
 
27 “Yes, Lord,” she replied, “I believe that you are the Messiah, the Son of God, who 
is to come into the world.” 
 
28 After she had said this, she went back and called her sister Mary aside. “The 
Teacher is here,” she said, “and is asking for you.” 29 When Mary heard this, she got 
up quickly and went to him. 30 Now Jesus had not yet entered the village, but was 
still at the place where Martha had met him. 31 When the Jews who had been with 
Mary in the house, comforting her, noticed how quickly she got up and went out, 
they followed her, supposing she was going to the tomb to mourn there. 
 
32 When Mary reached the place where Jesus was and saw him, she fell at his feet 
and said, “Lord, if you had been here, my brother would not have died.” 
 
33 When Jesus saw her weeping, and the Jews who had come along with her also 
weeping, he was deeply moved in spirit and troubled. 34 “Where have you laid 
him?” he asked. 
 
“Come and see, Lord,” they replied. 
 
35 Jesus wept. 
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36 Then the Jews said, “See how he loved him!” 
 
37 But some of them said, “Could not he who opened the eyes of the blind man have 
kept this man from dying?” 
 
 
38 Jesus, once more deeply moved, came to the tomb. It was a cave with a stone laid 
across the entrance. 39 “Take away the stone,” he said. 
 
“But, Lord,” said Martha, the sister of the dead man, “by this time there is a bad 
odor, for he has been there four days.” 
 
40 Then Jesus said, “Did I not tell you that if you believe, you will see the glory of 
God?” 
 
41 So they took away the stone. Then Jesus looked up and said, “Father, I thank you 
that you have heard me. 42 I knew that you always hear me, but I said this for the 
benefit of the people standing here, that they may believe that you sent me.” 
43 When he had said this, Jesus called in a loud voice, “Lazarus, come out!” 44 The 
dead man came out, his hands and feet wrapped with strips of linen, and a cloth 
around his face. 
 
Jesus said to them, “Take off the grave clothes and let him go.” 
 
45 Therefore many of the Jews who had come to visit Mary, and had seen what Jesus 
did, believed in him. 
 
Reader: This is the Gospel of the Lord. 
People: Praise to You, O Christ! 
 
 

SERMON 
 

THE AFFIRMATION OF FAITH 
- The Apostles’ Creed (8:30 AM & MON) 

I believe in God, the Father Almighty, maker of heaven and earth.   
 
And in Jesus Christ, His only Son, our Lord, who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 
born of the virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died and 
was buried.  He descended into hell.  The third day He rose again from the dead.  
He ascended into heaven and sits at the right hand of God the Father Almighty.  
From thence He will come to judge the living and the dead. 
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I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy Christian Church, the communion of saints, 
the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting.  
Amen 

 
BRINGING OUR BLESSING 

with Thanksgiving in our Offering 
 

PRAYERS OF THE CHURCH 
 

† GOD GIVES † 
 

PRAYER OF THANKSGIVING 
 
Pastor: Blessed are you, O Lord of heaven and earth.  We praise and thank you 
for sending your Son, Jesus Christ, and we remember the great acts of love through 
which he has ransomed us from sin, death, and the devil’s power. 
 
    By his incarnation, he became one with us. 
    By his perfect life, he fulfilled your holy will. 
    By his innocent death, he overcame hell. 
    By his rising from the grave, he opened heaven. 
  
 Invited by your grace and instructed by your Word, we approach your table 
with repentant and joyful hearts.  Strengthen us through Christ’s body and blood, 
and preserve us in the true faith until we feast with him and all his ransomed people 
in glory everlasting. 
ALL: Amen. 
 
 

THE LORD’S PRAYER (8:30 AM & MON) 
 
Our Father Who art in heaven, hallowed be Thy name.  Thy kingdom come, Thy 
will be done on earth as it is in heaven.  Give us this day our daily bread; and 
forgive us our trespasses as we forgive those who trespass against us; and lead us 
not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For Thine is the kingdom, and the 
power, and the glory, forever and ever. Amen. 
 

WORDS OF INSTITUTION 
 
 

LAMB OF GOD [Agnus Dei] 
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Pastor: Lamb of God, You take away the sin of the world 
ALL:   Have mercy on us. 
 
Pastor:   Lamb of God, You take away the sin of the world 
ALL:  Have mercy on us. 
 
Pastor:   Lamb of God, You take away the sin of the world 
ALL:  Grant us your peace.  Amen. 
 

THE DISTRIBUTION 
“What Grace Is This” 

 
What grace is this!  
My Lord and King 

Has set his face to suffering. 
My God eternal dies to bring 

Eternal life to me. 
 

What grace is this 
That very God 

Would stoop to lift a cross of wood 
And walk a road of rock and blood 

A Sinner’s road, for me. 
 

What grace is this! 
Though Lord of all, 

He yields to Pontius Pilate’s law 
And lets the Roman hammers draw 

A rush of blood for me 
 

What grace is this! 
Rude agonies! 

With common thieves he hangs and bleeds. 
The sinless Son bears each misdeed. 

He pays for all, for me. 
 

What grace is this! 
Once wrapped in cloths 

And gently laid in manger trough, 
He’s taken, dead, from wretched cross 

And wrapped again for me. 
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What grace is this? 

How can it be? 
He wears this raw humility 

To lift me to eternity. 
Such grace-sweet grace-for me. 

 
“Children of the Heavenly Father” 

 
Children of the heav’nly Father 

Safely in His bosom gather; 
Nestling bird nor star in heaven 
Such a refuge e’er was given; 

 
God His own doth tend and nourish, 

In His holy courts they flourish. 
From all evil things He spares them, 
In his mighty arms He bears them. 

 
Neither life nor death shall ever 

From the Lord His children sever, 
Unto them His grace He showeth, 
And their sorrows all he knoweth. 

 
Tho’ He giveth or He taketh, 

God His children ne’er forsaketh, 
His the loving purpose solely 

To preserve them pure and holy. 
 

THE DISMISSAL 
 

† GOD BLESSES & SENDS US OUT † 
 

CLOSING SONG 
“The Wonder of the Cross” 

 
The greatest love song, the greatest story 
The King of Heaven became for us a man 
So helpless sinners can find forgiveness 

Born for our salvation, God's redemption plan 
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The curse of sin placed upon His shoulders 
All our offenses, Jesus chose to bear 

God's perfect judgment in love was rendered 
Darkness was defeated, death was shattered there 

 
Oh the wonder, the wonder of the cross 

The love of Jesus pouring out for us 
"It is finished!" 

In victory He cried 
As He rose He raised us back to life 

He’s raised us back to life 
 

Now we're invited to sweet communion 
We are united in His righteousness 

Participation in death and glory 
Jesus our beginning, Christ our only end 

 
Oh the wonder, the wonder of the cross 

The love of Jesus pouring out for us 
"It is finished!" 

In victory He cried 
As He rose He raised us back to life 

He’s raised us back to life 
Hidden now in Christ 

 
Such precious mercy, this new beginning 

No condemnation now for me to fear 
Where sin entangled, You have delivered 

Hear the sound of freedom rising from the grave 
 

Oh the wonder, the wonder of the cross 
The love of Jesus pouring out for us 

"It is finished!" 
In victory He cried 

As He rose He raised us back to life 
He’s raised us back to life 

Hidden now in Christ 
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BLESSING 
 
Pastor:   The Lord bless you and keep you; the Lord make his face to shine upon 
you and be gracious to you; The Lord look upon you with favor and give you His 
peace. 
ALL:    Amen 
 
Pastor: Go in peace, serve the Lord! 
ALL:  Thanks be to God! 


