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              Everlasting Covenant 
First Sunday in Lent 

2-21-21 
 
WORSHIP THEME:  Everlasting Covenant 
The deepest and most eternal trust comes from our relationship with God, who has 
given all to be with us and keeps not only His promises but ours as well, in an 
breakable love known as covenant.  
  

† GOD GATHERS † 

 
CALL TO WORSHIP (Psalm 25)  
Leader: In the name of Father, Son and Holy Spirit.  
ALL: Amen. 
 
Leader: To you, O Lord, I lift up my soul. 
ALL: In You I trust, O my God. 
 
Leader: Show me your ways, O Lord, teach me your paths; guide me in your truth 

and teach me,  
ALL: For You are God, my Savior 
 
Leader: Remember, O Lord, your great mercy and love for they are from of old.  

All the ways of the Lord are loving and faithful,  
ALL: For those who keep His covenant. 
 

OPENING PRAYER 
 

OPENING SONG 
“Come To Calvary’s Holy Mountain” 

(LW 96, v. 1, 3, 4) 
 

Come to Calv’ry’s holy mountain, Sinners, ruined by the fall; 
Here a pure and healing fountain Flows for you, for me, for all, 

In a full perpetual tide, Opened when our Savior died. 
 

Come with hurts and guilts and meanness, Come however soiled within 
From the most ingrained uncleanness, From pollution by your sin, 

Wash your robes and make them white; You shall walk with God in light. 
 

Take the life that last forever; Trust this soul renewing flood. 
God is faithful; God will never Break his covenant of blood, 

Signed when our Redeemer died, Sealed when he was glorified. 
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† GOD PURIFIES † 

 

TIME OF CONFESSION & FORGIVENESS 

Pastor: Dear friends, let us approach God with a true heart and confess our sins, 
asking Him in the name of our Lord Jesus Christ to forgive us. 

ALL: Lord of life, keeper of the Covenant, I confess I am by nature dead in 
sin. For faithless worrying and selfish pride, For sins of habit and sins 
of choice, For the evil I have done and the good I have failed to do, 

 You should cast me from your presence forever.  O Lord, I am sorry for 
my sins.  Forgive me for Jesus’ sake. 

 
Pastor:   Christ has died.  Christ is Risen  Christ will come again.  In His great 

mercy, God mad us alive in Christ even when we were dead in our sins.  
Hear the word of Christ through his called and ordained servant, “I 
forgive you all your sins in the name of the Father and of the Son and of 
the Holy Spirit. 

ALL: Amen. 
 

SONG OF PRAISE 

“Tethered to the Cross”  
New Song 

 

The winds of change blow bitter, 
I will not fear the winter, 

My faith won’t bend or wither, 
I’m tethered to the cross. 

 

Should wander lust entice me, 
His compass true will guide me. 

Back where His love will hide me, 
I’m tethered to the cross. 

 

Here and now and age to age 
My grateful song will be the same. 

Thank you, thank You,  
I’ve been saved. 

I’m tethered to the cross. 
 

When troubles roll like breakers, 
So full of dread and dangers. 

My victory’s in the Savior, 
I’m tethered to the cross. 
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Tomorrow looms uncertain, 
With unsolved joy and burdens. 

I’ll walk with strength and fervor, 
I’m tethered to the cross. 

 
Here and now and age to age 

My grateful song will be the same. 
Thank you, thank You,  

I’ve been saved. 
I’m tethered to the cross. 

 

When through the valley’s shadow, 
I fight my final battle. 

I’ll rise in Christ unshackled, 
I’m tethered to the cross 

 
Hallelujah, oh my soul. 

It will not ever let me go. 
Hell may rage but it will hold, 

I’m tethered to the cross. 
 

† GOD REVEALS † 

 
OLD TESTAMENT READING  

Genesis 22:1-18 
 

Some time later God tested Abraham. He said to him, “Abraham!” 
“Here I am,” he replied. 
 
2 Then God said, “Take your son, your only son, whom you love—Isaac—and go to the 
region of Moriah. Sacrifice him there as a burnt offering on a mountain I will show 
you.” 
 
3 Early the next morning Abraham got up and loaded his donkey. He took with him 
two of his servants and his son Isaac. When he had cut enough wood for the burnt 
offering, he set out for the place God had told him about. 4 On the third day 
Abraham looked up and saw the place in the distance. 5 He said to his servants, “Stay 
here with the donkey while I and the boy go over there. We will worship and then we 
will come back to you.” 
 
6 Abraham took the wood for the burnt offering and placed it on his son Isaac, and he 
himself carried the fire and the knife. As the two of them went on together, 7 Isaac 
spoke up and said to his father Abraham, “Father?” 
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“Yes, my son?” Abraham replied. 
 
“The fire and wood are here,” Isaac said, “but where is the lamb for the burnt 
offering?” 
 
8 Abraham answered, “God himself will provide the lamb for the burnt offering, my 
son.” And the two of them went on together. 
 
9 When they reached the place God had told him about, Abraham built an altar there 
and arranged the wood on it. He bound his son Isaac and laid him on the altar, on top 
of the wood. 10 Then he reached out his hand and took the knife to slay his son. 11 But 
the angel of the LORD called out to him from heaven, “Abraham! Abraham!” 
“Here I am,” he replied. 
 
12 “Do not lay a hand on the boy,” he said. “Do not do anything to him. Now I know 
that you fear God, because you have not withheld from me your son, your only son.” 
13 Abraham looked up and there in a thicket he saw a ram caught by its horns. He 
went over and took the ram and sacrificed it as a burnt offering instead of his 
son. 14 So Abraham called that place The LORD Will Provide. And to this day it is said, 
“On the mountain of the LORD it will be provided.” 
 
15 The angel of the LORD called to Abraham from heaven a second time 16 and said, “I 
swear by myself, declares the LORD, that because you have done this and have not 
withheld your son, your only son, 17 I will surely bless you and make your 
descendants as numerous as the stars in the sky and as the sand on the 
seashore. Your descendants will take possession of the cities of their enemies, 18 and 
through your offspring all nations on earth will be blessed,[c] because you have 
obeyed me.” 
 
Reader: This is the Word of the Lord. 
People Thanks be to God! 
 

HOLY GOSPEL 
Mark 1:9-15 

 
At that time Jesus came from Nazareth in Galilee and was baptized by John in the 
Jordan. 10 Just as Jesus was coming up out of the water, he saw heaven being torn 
open and the Spirit descending on him like a dove. 11 And a voice came from heaven: 
“You are my Son, whom I love; with you I am well pleased.” 
 
12 At once the Spirit sent him out into the wilderness, 13 and he was in the wilderness 
forty days, being tempted by Satan. He was with the wild animals, and angels 
attended him. 
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14 After John was put in prison, Jesus went into Galilee, proclaiming the good news of 
God. 15 “The time has come,” he said. “The kingdom of God has come near. Repent 
and believe the good news!” 
 
Reader: This is the Gospel of the Lord. 
People: Praise to You, O Christ! 
 

MESSAGE 
 

AFFIRMATION OF FAITH - The Nicene Creed 
 
I believe in one God, the Father Almighty, maker of heaven and earth and of all 
things visible and invisible. 
 
And in one Lord Jesus Christ, the only-begotten Son of God, begotten of his 
Father before all worlds, God of God, Light of Light, very God of very God, 
begotten, not made, being of one substance with the Father, by whom all things 
were made;  
 
who for us men and for our salvation came down from heaven and was incarnate 
by the Holy Spirit of the virgin Mary and was made man and was crucified also for 
us under Pontius Pilate.  He suffered and was buried.  
 
And the third day he rose again according to the Scriptures and ascended into 
heaven and sits at the right hand of the Father. And He will come again with glory 
to judge both the living and the dead, whose kingdom will have no end. 
 
And I believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord and giver of life, who proceeds from the 
Father and the Son, who with the Father and the Son together is worshiped and 
glorified, who spoke by the prophets.   
 
And I believe in one holy Christian and apostolic Church, I acknowledge one 
Baptism for the remission of sins, and I look for the resurrection of the dead and 
the life of the world to come.  Amen. 
 

 

BRINGING OF OUR BLESSINGS 

With Thanksgiving in our Offering 

 

 

PRAYERS OF THE CHURCH 
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THE LORD’S PRAYER 

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be Thy name, Thy kingdom come, Thy 
will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; and 
forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us; and lead us 
not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For Thine is the kingdom, and the 
power, and the glory, forever and ever. Amen. 
 

† GOD GIVES † 
The body and blood of Jesus given for you 

 

THE WORDS OF INSTITUTION 

 

THE DISTRIBUTION 
 

THE DISMISSAL 
 

CLOSING SONG 
“This I Believe” 

 

Our Father everlasting 
The all Creating One 

God Almighty. 
 

Through Your Holy Spirit 
Conceiving Christ the Son 

Jesus our Savior 
 

I believe in God our Father 
I believe in Christ the Son 
I believe in the Holy Spirit 

Our God is three in one 
I believe in the resurrection 

That we will rise again 
For I believe in the name of Jesus 

 
Our Judge and our Defender 

Suffered and crucified 
Forgiveness is in You 

 
Descended into darkness 
You rose in glorious life 

Forever seated high 
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I believe in God our Father 
I believe in Christ the Son 
I believe in the Holy Spirit 

Our God is three in one 
I believe in the resurrection 

That we will rise again 
For I believe in the name of Jesus 

 
I believe in You 

I believe You rose again 
I believe that Jesus Christ is Lord 

[x2] 
 

I believe in life eternal 
I believe in the virgin birth 

I believe in the saints' communion 
And in Your holy Church 

I believe in the resurrection 
When Jesus comes again 

For I believe, in the name of Jesus 
 

I believe in God our Father 
I believe in Christ the Son 
I believe in the Holy Spirit 

Our God is three in one 
I believe in the resurrection 

That we will rise again 
For I believe in the name of Jesus 
For I believe in the name of Jesus 

 
 

BENEDICTION 
Pastor: The Lord bless you and keep you.  The Lord make his face to shine upon 

you and be gracious to you.  The Lord look upon you with favor and give 
you peace! 

ALL: Amen. 
 
Pastor:  Go in peace, serve the Lord.  
ALL:  Thanks be to God! 

 
 


