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Discover Discipleship 
Third Sunday After the Epiphany 

1-29-23 

 

 
 
 
 

Theme – Discover Discipleship 
We continue in our series on discipleship.  A deep dive on what it means to follow 
Jesus from Matthew 4-5.  Jesus is going to teach us what it means to be one of his 
followers.  Jesus does this through the most famous sermon of all time. It is not 
delivered while standing in a pulpit but while sitting on a hill. Elevated above the 
crowd, Jesus’ voice would carry through the air.  In Jesus’ Sermon on the Mount, His 
followers hung on his every word as the Christ talked about what it means to follow 
Him. 

† GOD CALLS US † 
 

INVOCATION 
 
Pastor In the name of the Father and of the † Son, and of the Holy Spirit. 
ALL  Amen! 

OPENING PRAYER 
 

OPENING SONG 
Jesus Shall Reign (Lsb 832, V. 1-4) 

 
Jesus shall reign where’er the sun 
Does its successive journeys run; 

His kingdom stretch from shore to shore 
Till moons shall wax and wane no more. 

 
To Him shall endless prayer be made, 
And endless praises crown His head; 

His name like sweet perfume shall rise 
With ev’ry morning sacrifice. 

 
People and realms of ev’ry tongue 

Dwell on His love with sweetest song; 
And infant voices shall proclaim 

Their early blessings on His name. 
 

Blessings abound where’er He reigns; 
The pris’ners leap, unloose their chains, 

The weary find eternal rest, 
And all who suffer want are blest. 
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† GOD CLEANSES US † 
 

TIME OF CONFESSION (BASED ON THE BEATITUDES) AND FORGIVENESS 
 
Pastor: Lord Jesus Christ, you are blessed above all, because you lived out God’s 
laws of love and revealed his glory in the world.  
ALL:  Forgives us of our sins, our failure to trust your ways, our reluctance 
to obey your will and our need for you.  As we lose our saltiness and hide your 
light under a bowl, have mercy on us, so that we might show mercy; give us your 
purity, so that we might have pure hearts; bring us your peace, so that we might 
be peacemakers.  Help us to endure persecution for your name’s sake.  Let us be 
glad and rejoice in you, our great God and Savior.   In whose name we pray  
Amen. 
 
Pastor:   Rejoice and be glad, your Savior, Christ the Lord, has come and has 
revealed His saving love to us all.  And as a called and ordained servant of Christ, I 
declare with joy, “Your sins are forgiven!”  In the name of the Father, and of the † 
Son, and of the Holy Spirit. 
ALL:  Amen. 

SONG OF PRAISE 
“Doxology” – Lasst Uns Erfreuen 

 
Praise God from whom all blessings flow; 

Praise him, all creatures here below: 
Alleluia, alleluia 

Praise him above ye heav’nly host; 
Praise Father, Son, and Holy Ghost: 

O praise him, O praise him, 
Alleluia! Allelulia! Allelluia! 

 

THE SHARING OF PEACE 
 
Pastor The peace of the Lord be with you always. 
All:  And also with you. 
 

† GOD SPEAKS WITH US † 
 

CHILDREN’S MESSAGE 
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OLD TESTAMENT READING 
Micah 6:1-8 

 
Listen to what the Lord says: “Stand up, plead my case before the mountains; let the 
hills hear what you have to say. 2 “Hear, you mountains, the Lord’s accusation; 
listen, you everlasting foundations of the earth. For the Lord has a case against his 
people; he is lodging a charge against Israel. 
 
3 “My people, what have I done to you? How have I burdened you? Answer me. 
4 I brought you up out of Egypt and redeemed you from the land of slavery. I sent 
Moses to lead you, also Aaron and Miriam.  
 
5 My people, remember what Balak king of Moab plotted and what Balaam son of Beor 
answered. Remember your journey from Shittim to Gilgal, that you may know the 
righteous acts of the Lord.”  
 
6 With what shall I come before the Lord and bow down before the exalted God? 
Shall I come before him with burnt offerings, with calves a year old? 7 Will he Lord be 
pleased with thousands of rams, with ten thousand rivers of olive oil? Shall I offer my 
firstborn for my transgression, the fruit of my body for the sin of my soul? 8 He has 
shown you, O mortal, what is good. And what does the Lord require of you? 
To act justly and to love mercy and to walk humbly[a] with your God. 

 
EPISTLE READING 

1 Corinthians 1:18-31 
 

For the message of the cross is foolishness to those who are perishing, but to us who 
are being saved it is the power of God. 19 For it is written: 
 
“I will destroy the wisdom of the wise; 
    the intelligence of the intelligent I will frustrate.”[a] 

 
20 Where is the wise person? Where is the teacher of the law? Where is the 
philosopher of this age? Has not God made foolish the wisdom of the world? 21 For 
since in the wisdom of God the world through its wisdom did not know him, God was 
pleased through the foolishness of what was preached to save those who believe.  
 
22 Jews demand signs and Greeks look for wisdom, 23 but we preach Christ crucified: a 
stumbling block to Jews and foolishness to Gentiles, 24 but to those whom God has 
called, both Jews and Greeks, Christ the power of God and the wisdom of God. 25 For 
the foolishness of God is wiser than human wisdom, and the weakness of God is 
stronger than human strength. 
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26 Brothers and sisters, think of what you were when you were called. Not many of 
you were wise by human standards; not many were influential; not many were of 
noble birth. 27 But God chose the foolish things of the world to shame the wise; God 
chose the weak things of the world to shame the strong. 28 God chose the lowly things 
of this world and the despised things—and the things that are not—to nullify the 
things that are, 29 so that no one may boast before him. 30 It is because of him that 
you are in Christ Jesus, who has become for us wisdom from God—that is, our 
righteousness, holiness and redemption. 31 Therefore, as it is written: “Let the one 
who boasts boast in the Lord.” 

 
Reader: This is the Word of the Lord. 
People: Thanks be to God!  
 

HOLY GOSPEL 
Matthew 5:1-12 

 
Reader:   Now when Jesus saw the crowds, he went up on a mountainside and sat 
down. His disciples came to him, 2 and he began to teach them. He said: 3 “Blessed 
are the poor in spirit,  
ALL:  for theirs is the kingdom of heaven.  
 
Reader:  4 Blessed are those who mourn,  
ALL:  for they will be comforted.  
 
Reader:   5 Blessed are the meek,  
ALL:  for they will inherit the earth.  
 
Reader: 6 Blessed are those who hunger and thirst for righteousness,  
ALL:  for they will be filled.  
 
Reader:  7 Blessed are the merciful,  
ALL:  for they will be shown mercy.  
 
Reader:  8 Blessed are the pure in heart,  

ALL:  for they will see God.  
 
Reader:  9 Blessed are the peacemakers,  
ALL:  for they will be called children of God.  
 
Reader:  10 Blessed are those who are persecuted because of righteousness,  
ALL:  for theirs is the kingdom of heaven.  
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Reader: 11 “Blessed are you when people insult you, persecute you and falsely say 
all kinds of evil against you because of me. 
ALL:  12 Rejoice and be glad,  
 
Reader: because great is your reward in heaven, for in the same way they 
persecuted the prophets who were before you. 
This is the Gospel of the Lord 
ALL:  Praise to You, O Christ! 

MESSAGE 
 

SONG OF RESPONSE 
“Great Is Thy Faithfulness” (Lsb 809, V. 1 & 3) 

 
Great is Thy faithfulness, O God my Father; 
There is no shadow of turning with Thee. 

Thou changest not: Thy compassions, they fail not; 
As Thou hast been, Thou forever wilt be.   

 
Great is Thy faithfulness!  Great is Thy faithfulness! 

Morning by morning new mercies I see; 
All I have needed Thy hand hath provided 
Great is Thy faithfulness,  Lord, unto me! 

 
Pardon for sin and a peace that endureth, 

Thine own dear presence to cheer and to guide; 
Strength for today and bright hope for tomorrow, 

Blessings all mine, with ten thousand beside!   
 

Great is Thy faithfulness!  Great is Thy faithfulness! 
Morning by morning new mercies I see; 

All I have needed Thy hand hath provided 
Great is Thy faithfulness,  Lord, unto me! 

 
 

AFFIRMATION OF FAITH –  
The Apostles’ Creed 

 
I believe in God, the Father Almighty, maker of heaven and earth.   
 
And in Jesus Christ, His only Son, our Lord, who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 
born of the virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died and 
was buried.  He descended into hell.  The third day He rose again from the dead.  
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He ascended into heaven and sits at the right hand of God the Father Almighty.  
From thence He will come to judge the living and the dead. 
 
I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy Christian Church, the communion of saints, 
the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting.  
Amen 

 
BRINGING OUR BLESSING 

with Thanksgiving in our Offering 
PRAYERS 

 
THE LORD’S PRAYER 

  
Our Father Who art in heaven, hallowed be Thy name.  Thy kingdom come, Thy will 
be done on earth as it is in heaven.  Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us 
our trespasses as we forgive those who trespass against us; and lead us not into 
temptation but deliver us from evil. For Thine is the kingdom, and the power, and 
the glory, forever and ever. Amen. 
 

† GOD FEASTS WITH US † 
Here our Lord gives to us His own Body and Blood for the forgiveness of all our sins. 

 
THE WORDS OF INSTITUTION 

 
DISTRIBUTION SONGS 
“What Is This Bread” 

 

1-What is this bread?   
Christ’s body risen from the dead: 

This bread we break, This life we take,  
Was crushed to pay for our release, 
O taste and see – the Lord is peace. 

 
2-What is this wine? 

The blood of Jesus shed for mine; 
The cup of grace Brings His embrace 

Of life and love until I sing!  
O taste and see – the Lord is King. 

 
3-So who am I, 

That I should live and He should die 
Under the rod? My God, my God, 
Why have You not forsaken me? 

O taste and see – The Lord is free. 
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4-Yet is God here? 
Oh, yes! By Word and promise clear, 

In mouth and soul He makes us whole- 
Christ, truly present in this meal. 
O taste and see – the Lord is real. 

 
5- Is this for me? 

I am forgiven and set free! 
I do believe That I receive 

His very body and His blood. 
O taste and see – the Lord is good. 

 
“Blest Are They” 

 
Blest are they, the poor in spirit;  Theirs is the kingdom of  God. 

Blest are they, full of sorrow; they shall be consoled. 
Rejoice and be glad!  Blessed are you, holy are you. 
Rejoice and be glad!  Yours is the kingdom of God! 

 

Blest are they, the lowly ones; they shall inherit the earth. 
Blest are they who hunger and thirst; they shall have their fill. 

Rejoice and be glad!  Blessed are you, holy are you. 
Rejoice and be glad!  Yours is the kingdom of God! 

 

Blest are they who show mercy; mercy shall be theirs. 
Blest are they, the pure of heart; they shall see God! 
Rejoice and be glad!  Blessed are you, holy are you. 
Rejoice and be glad!  Yours is the kingdom of God! 

 

Blest are they who seek peace; they are the children of God. 
Blest are they who suffer in faith; the glory of God is theirs. 

Rejoice and be glad!  Blessed are you, holy are you. 
Rejoice and be glad!  Yours is the kingdom of God! 

 

Blest are you who suffer hate, all because of me. 
Rejoice and be glad, yours is the kingdom; shine for all to see. 

Rejoice and be glad!  Blessed are you, holy are you. 
Rejoice and be glad!  Yours is the kingdom of God! 

 

THE DISMISSAL 
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CLOSING SONG 
“Joyful, Joyful We Adore Thee” 

 
Joyful, joyful we adore Thee, 

God of glory, Lord of love! 
Hearts unfold like flow’rs before Thee, 

Opening to the sun above. 
Melt the clouds of sin and sadness, 

Drive the dark of doubt away. 
Giver of immortal gladness, 
Fill us with the light of day. 

 
All Thy works with joy surround Thee, 

Earth and heav’n reflect Thy rays, 
Stars and angels sing around Thee, 

Center of unbroken praise. 
Field and forest, vale and mountain, 

Flowery meadow, flashing sea, 
Chanting bird, and flowing fountain 

Call us to rejoice in Thee. 
 

Thou art giving and forgiving, 
Ever blessing, ever blest, 

Wellspring of the joy of living, 
Ocean depth of happy rest! 

Thou our Father, Christ our brother, 
All who live in love are Thine; 

Teach us how to love each other, 
Lift us to the joy divine! 

 
† GOD BLESSES & SENDS US OUT † 

 
BENEDICTION 

 
Pastor The Lord bless you and keep you, the Lord make His face shine on you 
and be gracious to you. The Lord look upon you with favor and give you peace. 
ALL   Amen. 
 
Pastor Go in peace, serve the Lord! 
ALL  Thanks be to God!  
 
 


