
All public gatherings larger than 10 are suspended through Sunday, April 19th.
Sunday messages will be posted online via our website (www.Bibleefc.org) by 10 am each Sunday.
We will recreate the Sunday PM panel discussion on Monday each week.  You can email questions or
comments regarding the message to our church email: neil@bibleefc.org or text 608.343.5101.
Our staff will also be providing video resources on our Facebook pages to assist in family and personal
worship times, all links can be found on our website.  
Office hours will be the same, Monday-Friday, 8 am to 3 pm, with some flexibility depending on staff
needs. 
We are suspending office appointments and other face-to-face meetings except for emergencies.

Coordinating networks of people to make contact with the elderly & vulnerable.
Coordinating with other churches and local restaurants to provide free dinners for those in need.
Providing volunteer baby-sitting for working parent(s) while school is cancelled.     
We have temporarily expanded the role of the Benevolent Fund to provide for financial resources not
only for people within our church, but also within our community.  You can help by designating a gift to
that fund.

March 19, 2020
 
Dear Bible EFC church family, 
 

At our Elder Board meeting yesterday, we shared and discussed the varied ways that our church can
respond as the body of Christ during the coronavirus crisis.  As Christians, we have a different
perspective on the reality and role of trials and suffering.  For example: “Consider it pure joy…whenever
you face trails of many kinds, because you know that the testing of your faith develops perseverance. 
Perseverance must finish its work so that you may be mature and complete, not lacking anything.” 
(James 1:2-4)  So by faith we are looking at this health crisis as a unique opportunity to give hope and
compassion during ever-changing and fearful times.  In the book of  Acts, it was during times of hardship
and persecution that the first disciples saw amazing fruit (e.g. compare Acts 8:2 with 9:31).  When we
look back on this crisis what fruit will we see in our lives and in our community because of what God does
through us? 
 

This emergency is an opportunity for us to rethink what it means to be a church.  We know that church
isn’t just a physical building or a series of ministry programs. Now we are being forced to use “out of the
box” approaches to fulfill Jesus’ mission to make disciples who love God and others.  I encourage you to
be creative about ways to communicate with and encourage each other in the weeks ahead.
 

With these principles in mind, our staff and Elders are moving ahead with these plans:

 

In one of the highlighted seasons of the early church in Jerusalem, the body functioned so well that there
were “no needy persons among them” (Acts 4:34a).  We are looking at various ways that we can be the
hands and feet of Jesus to those around us – here is just a sample.  Please watch for other serving options
in the weeks ahead: 

 
Speaking of generosity, the ministry and needs our church will be ongoing during this season.  If you
normally give to Bible EFC in person, you are welcome to mail your gift to us, 625 W Veterans St.
Tomah, WI 54660. This is also an opportunity to explore online giving options, bibleefc.org/give.
 

Please be in prayer for Jesus to be lifted up during these times. I will miss seeing you but I hope that we
can stay connected through various means.  My wife Carole, and I, along with our staff and leadership
will be in prayer for you that God will supply every need.  My prayer for you (and me) is this: “So then,
just as you received Christ Jesus as Lord, continue to live in him, rooted and built up in him, strengthened
in the faith as you were taught, and overflowing with thankfulness.” (Colossians 2:6-7)
 

Love in Christ,
Pastor Tim


