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Marriage Policy 

Bible Evangelical Free Church, Tomah, WI 

Created May 2, 1993 

(Reviewed April, 2004, Apr., 2010; Sept., 2013; April, 2015) 

 

God has given us, in His Word, His pattern for marriage.  Our position is guided by the authority 

of God as revealed in his Word (see the Constitution of Bible EFC, Article III, paragraphs 1 and 

2). His pattern is given in order to provide for us and to protect us.  We want to emphasize that 

this policy has been established for the purpose of helping couples begin their married life with 

the greatest chance of achieving a Christ centered marriage and home. 
 

Christian marriage is a sacred and holy institution ordained by God from the beginning, and 

binding for the life of the couple, according to the Scriptures and confirmed by our Lord himself 

(Genesis 2:24, 25;  Matthew 19:4-6;  Ephesians 5:22-33). 
 

Specifics of God's design for marriage are revealed in His word.  God's plan is that: 

 

1. A marriage is between one man and one woman united for life (Genesis 2:24-25). 

2. A believer enter into the marriage covenant only with another believer (2 Corinthians 6:14). 

3. Sexual intercourse be practiced only within a Biblical marriage (1 Corinthians 7:9, Hebrews 13:4). 

4. Exceptions (allowed, though not desired - Matthew 19:8) for a lifetime commitment are given for 

marital unfaithfulness (adultery - Matthew 5:32; 19:9) or separation by an unbelieving spouse (1 

Corinthians 7:12-16).  In these cases, remarriage is permitted (1 Corinthians 7:15). 

5. The “one-flesh” union of a man and woman in marriage is intended to be a picture of the mysterious 

union between Christ and his body (bride) the church (Eph. 5:22-33). 

 

Marriages performed at Bible EFC by a Bible EFC Pastor are reserved for those couples who are 

professing and practicing Christians. 

Couples who are cohabitating, engaging in premarital sex or involved in other unbiblical 

practices shall not be married at Bible EFC or by a Bible EFC Pastor. These practices are 

unhealthy for a stable marriage, but more importantly, are not honoring to God.  Knowing that 

everyone does sin, it is good to be assured that God, because of His love and mercy will forgive 

anyone who truly repents. The grace and forgiveness of God is available for any repentant sinner 

(1 John 1:8-2:2). Our pastors are available to work with those who desire to be restored in their 

relation with God and with one another.  
 

A couple must be deemed by a Pastor and the Elder Board to have met our criteria before the 

wedding date can be set. The Elder Board of Bible EFC in conjunction with the Pastors of the 

Church retains the right to recommend or not to recommend that a couple be married in a sacred 

ceremony in our Church.  In special cases exceptions to this policy may be granted by the Elder 

Board.  

 

In the event our facility is available, permission to use our facility by someone outside our 

church for a wedding may be granted by the Senior Pastor or Elder Board. Those seeking 

permission to use our facility must be in agreement with this Marriage Policy. 
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Process for being married at Bible EFC: 

 

Couples desiring to be married by a pastor from Bible EFC: 

1. At least 4 months prior to the preferred wedding date, contact a pastor or administrative 

assistant to obtain a copy of the Marriage Policy, Building Usage policy and to schedule a 

tentative date for the wedding. 

2. After reviewing the policy, meet with a pastor to share the couple’s testimony, the 

circumstances of previous marriages (if any), and to begin the pre-marriage counseling 

process. 

3. The pastor will schedule an interview between the couple, himself and 2 members of the 

Elder board and their wives to hear the couple’s testimony and story.  They will make a 

recommendation for the full Elder Board to review at their next regularly scheduled 

meeting. 

4. Upon approval by the Elder Board, the wedding date will be officially scheduled. 

5. The couple will meet with the pastor for 5-6 premarital counseling sessions prior to the 

wedding.  The timing of the sessions will depend on the completion of reading and 

homework assignments.  

 

 

Couples desiring to be married at Bible EFC (by a non-Bible EFC Officiant): 

1. At least 4 months prior to the preferred wedding date, contact a pastor or administrative 

assistant to obtain a copy of the Marriage Policy, Building Usage policy and to schedule a 

tentative date for the wedding. 

2. After reviewing the policy, meet with the Sr. Pastor to share the couple’s testimony, the 

circumstances of previous marriages (if any), and to coordinate communication and 

counseling with the pastor who will be conducting the marriage service.  

3. Upon approval by the Sr. Pastor (or Elder Board), the wedding date will be officially 

scheduled.  

 

 


