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5:45-7:30 pm AWANA (3 yrs - 6th Grade)

start in the Sanctuary

6:30-8 pm Ignite Youth Group (6th-12th grade)

start in the Sanctuary

January
Sunday Worship

8:30  am Nursery/preschool playroom is available

6 pm Nursery/preschool playroom is available

10:15 am Nursery is available & special needs room

preschool- 5th grade Sunday School

(on the south side of the building)

Middle & High School Sunday School

(on the north side of the building)

Adult Bible Fellowship

(Patio Rm in the middle of the building)

Bible 101

(Conference Rm in the middle of the building)

Wednesday Ministries
10 am OWLS (Older Wiser Loving Senior Saints) 

meet in the Dining Room

5-6 pm Wednesday Night Cafe 

in the Dining Room

Please contact the office to learn more about our ministry
options throughout the week or any of our special events.  
office@bibleefc.org              608.372.9377

**Please note that this does not include our other small groups or topical groups. **

at Bible EFC



New Youth Ministries Director 

December 24, 2019

 

Dear members and friends of Bible EFC,

 

After several months of seeking God’s choice for our next youth ministries leader, I am

delighted to announce that Ben (and Whitney) Upham has accepted our call to be our full-

time Youth Ministries Director. 

 

If you have any questions about the process, please ask me or other leaders involved in the

decision.  Meantime, here is some more background that led to our decision.  During the

summer, Neil, myself and our Elder Board selected members of the search team: Dustin

Robertson, Kelly Joyce, Maretta Budde, Nathan Jungmeyer, Emily Ewers, myself, and Mark

Schack, who served as team leader.  Their task began in late August when our search team

met with Rob Weise from our Forest Lakes District office to give us an overview of the

process and to facilitate connections with potential youth pastors/youth directors. I

posted the position on various websites and we received numerous inquiries and

applications for the job.  We were narrowing it down to the top 3-5 applicants at which

point Ben also felt led to apply for the position.  Based on our experience with him and the

overwhelming positive feedback we received from students, parents, and adult youth

leaders, we decided to fast track the assessment and interview process first with Ben.  At

that point I decided that we should offer the position to Ben.  My recommendation was

unanimously approved by both the Search Team and the Elder Board.  

 

We have clearly seen God’s hand at work throughout this process starting with how He led

us to ask Ben – and him to say yes! – to serve as our Interim Youth Director.  In that role this

fall and early winter we have seen first-hand how God has prepared and gifted Ben as a

relational, intentional, Biblical disciple maker among our students and also with our adult

youth leaders.  Meantime, as Ben said in his letter of application, the Lord led him to apply

for the full-time position as “one more step along the path of greater trust in Him.”  To

allow him to time to complete some other commitments, he will continue in a part-time

capacity until March 1, 2020 when he officially transitions to full-time.

 

I, along with our staff, youth leaders, students, and families, am so grateful for the Lord’s

direction in this decision. We are looking forward with anticipation and excitement to a

new season of fruitful youth ministry and to a fresh dynamic as Ben partners with our

leadership to fulfill God’s mission for our church in Eastern Monroe County.

 

Thank you to members of the Search Team, staff, and Elders for your commitment and

wise advice.  Thank you all for your prayers and encouragement through this transition. 

Following Jesus with you,

 

Pastor Tim Erickson



Contact the office to learn more 
office@bibleefc.org    www.bibleefc.org    608.372.9377

Bring a dish to pass or a dessert for the bake-off.  We will begin right after the
10:15 service.  We hope you can join us Jan 26 for an afternoon of fellowship,
food & fun!  We will have games available for people to choose from too!

Winter Bake-Off & Game Day Potluck Jan 26

Our spring term will begin before we know it. If you are
interested in joining a small group or possibly changing
which small group you attend, please fill out a sign up card.
Most groups will begin late January - early February.  It can be
found in the bulletin, at the Connection Point or online.
bibleefc.org

Small Group Sign Ups

We have tickets available for those who are
interested in going to Green Bay the
weekend Feb 1, 2020. There is a group of
men traveling and staying in Green Bay
that weekend. Sign up at the Connection
Point and Pastor Neil will get in touch with
you about travel and the hotel stay.

No Regrets Men's
Conference 2020

We are planning on having our Weight of the Cross production
this year. If you haven't seen it before it is a drama telling the
story of Christ's crucifixion. We do this during Easter Week.
Registration for this production begins in March.  Contact the
office or Pastor Neil if you are interested in helping bring this
drama to life. Roles vary from cast members, to behind the
scenes, to set-up & tear-down.  

Weight of the Cross

Join us Jan 13 from 5-8 pm for a one-evening-only
membership class.  Learn about we believe at Bible EFC.
Dinner will be provided. For preparation purposes, please
RSVP to the office by Jan 12.

Membership Class Jan 13



A new year often comes with all kinds of goals and ambitions.   Usually these are things that you

have known for a while should change, but come on… in the chaos of life these things will just

have to wait until… January 1 of course!!  The problem is that we don’t actually get to hit the slow

motion button on life just because a new year has begun.  I know.  I am sounding pretty “Debby

Downer-ish” here.  I promise it gets more positive 

 

The REAL problem is that we often forget the first step!  The step that makes all the difference!! 

We forget to consult God to see what HE thinks we should work on changing this year.  We all

know that we are “works in progress” throughout this human life and that with God we can and

WILL change to be more like Him!!  Your first step needs to be scheduling time (hours, not

minutes) just to BE STILL with the Lord, PRAY, and LISTEN.  What are His priorities for you right

now?  Set your goals based on what you hear from Him.

 

I do want to ask those of you who are parents to pray specifically about one thing during your “Be

still” time.  God has clearly stated that as parents we are a vital part of our children’s spiritual

growth.  We are responsible for leading our children toward loving our Savior and knowing His

love for them.  We do this by letting them see us make Christ the priority in OUR lives… EVERY part

of our lives!  To help with this, we are offering Family Time cards to encourage families to take time

EVERY week to be intentional about including Jesus not just in our PRAYer time, but in parts of

our lives that seem, well, normal to most of us-PLAY-ing, EAT-ing, LEARN-ing, CARE-ing!  Please

consider making this one of your biggest goals for 2020:  

 

“Our family will gather each week to intentionally grow in our faith TOGETHER!”  

 

The Family Life Card provides ideas for Play, Learn (based on sermon passage), and Pray or Care

(varies each week).  All you have to add is food for the “Eat” component!  Family Life Cards are

available at the Connection Point, on FB, and on our website.  Children who attend 10:15 ministries

also receive them at the end of class each week.

 

Make 2020 the year that you invite God into your goal-setting, pray each morning about the goals

you have set with Him, and marvel at the amazing results!!

Contact our Children's Ministry Director, Krishna Battista, to learn more.
bibleefcchildren@bibleefc.org or 608.343.3282

8:30 Service & 6 PM Service both have a nursery/preschool playroom available

10:15 Service has a nursery -5th grade ministry options.  We also have a special needs

room available as well. 

 from Miss Krishna

Children's Ministry Update



AWANA
WEDNESDAYS  |  5:45-7:45  PM

1-  No Awana

8- Regular Awana*

15- Regular Awana

22- Regular Awana

29- Regular Awana

JANUARY

WED NIGHT CAFE
Everyone is invited for dinner

each week. Dinner is served from

5-6 pm. Suggested donations:

 $1 per child; $2 per adult.

Sue Bannan  |  Awana Commander

bibleefcawana@gmail.com  |  608.427.2253

 

Krishna Battista  |  Children's Ministry Director

bibleefcchildren@bibleefc.org  |  608.343.3282

CONTACT INFO

5- Regular Awana

12- Regular Awana

19- Regular Awana

26- Regular Awana

FEBRUARY
4- Regular Awana

11- Regular Awana

18- Regular Awana*

25- Regular Awana

MARCH

1- Regular Awana

8- No Awana; Happy Easter!

15- Regular Awana

22- Regular Awana

29- Awana Jubilee
 

May 6- Awana Volunteer &

Cafe Appreciation Dinner

APRIL

We are hosting Family Promise this week so the

layout for the night might be a little different, but

we will still have regular Awana, Youth & Cafe



Y
o
u
t
h
 G

r
o
u
p

Wednesdays | 6:30-8 PM

6th-12th Grade

January
1: NO YOUTH GROUP

3-5: DISTRICTS YOUTH CONFERENCE

8: REGULAR YOUTH GROUP

15: REGULAR YOUTH GROUP

22: REGULAR YOUTH GROUP

29: REGULAR YOUTH GROUP

February
2: "BIG GAME" PARTY

5: REGULAR YOUTH GROUP

12:  REGULAR YOUTH GROUP

16: TUBING AT FORT MCCOY

19: REGULAR YOUTH GROUP-- CHALLENGE COMMITMENT DUE

26: REGULAR YOUTH GROUP

March
4: REGULAR YOUTH GROUP

11: REGULAR YOUTH GROUP

18: REGULAR YOUTH GROUP

25: REGULAR YOUTH GROUP

April
1: REGULAR YOUTH GROUP

8: NO YOUTH GROUP

11: EASTER BREAKFAST SET UP & PREP

12: EASTER BREAKFAST

15: REGULAR YOUTH GROUP

22: REGULAR YOUTH GROUP

29: NIGHT TBD- FINAL SET UP NIGHT FOR THE GARAGE SALE

30: GARAGE SALE & BRAT SALE FUNDRAISER

May
1-2: GARAGE SALE & BRAT SALE FUNDRAISER

6: REGULAR YOUTH GROUP

13: HIGH SCHOOL GOES TO COLLISION/ MIDDLE SCHOOL YOUTH GROUP

20: HIGH SCHOOL GOES TO COLLISION/ MIDDLE SCHOOL YOUTH GROUP

27: HIGH SCHOOL GOES TO COLLISION/ MIDDLE SCHOOL YOUTH GROUP

31: SENIOR SUNDAY

JUNE 3: HIGH SCHOOL GOES TO COLLISION/ M.S. YOUTH GROUP

Our Interim Youth Director:

Ben Upham     Bup1992@gmail.com

Our Youth Admin: 

LeighAnne Puent     worship@bibleefc.org

no cafe in may

BIBLE EFC YOUTH GROUP-IGNITE

@BENJAMINUPHAM

@BENJAMINUPHAM



Youth "Big Game"

Party

Feb 2, 2020

in the Gym5 pm

bring a friend and come

watch the "big Game" or

play board or card

games

We are having a taco bar! 

Bring a ready to serve topping.



ATTENTION HIGH
SCHOOL STUDENTS!!!
REGISTRATION FORMS AVAILABLE THE

WEEK AFTER DISTRICTS.

REGISTRATION & DEPOSIT ARE DUE FEB 19.
LATE REGISTRATION FEES MAY APPLY.

Contact Ben: Bup1992@gmail.com or 
LeighAnne: worship@bibleefc.org to learn more.



Changes to Giving
Statements...

    We started with the children's check in system; this allows us to print name tags

and digitally track who is here. Our volunteers check in too so you can see that they

are supposed to be in the gym with the kids.  This is a step up from manually creating

attendance sheets and entering all of the information into the database and

spreadsheets.   

    Volunteer scheduling for children's ministry is also done through an extension of

our database. This used to be completed in an excel sheet and could only be

accessed if you were in the church. Now we can make changes on the go and we can

see who is scheduled without having to run to an office computer. Now that it is

attached to the database, we are also able to see if someone scheduled to volunteer

and has not gone through our child protection screening.

    Our latest transition is how we track our tithes & offerings.  Your gifts are still

tracked by the Financial Secretary (Sherri Schack) but there are a couple changes

this year: 

You will automatically receive an email, if we have an email address on file.  The email

will not have your statement attached or inside; there will be a link given and if you

are interested in creating an online account for our database you will be able to view

and print your statements online. You are not required to create on online account

and you will still receive the paper statements in the mail either way. Please

disregard the email if you do not wish to create an online account.  

Paper statements will look a little different since it is from a different company, but

it will still include anything you would need to  file them with your taxes. One thing

that will be different on the statements is that we do not have the option to print

notes on the statements next to your gifts.  It will show whether you designated it for

the renovation fund, scholarship fund, the benevolence fund or the general fund.

However, if you wrote a note for something specific (ex. Awana or the library) it

would be listed under the general fund.  Those notes will not appear on the giving

statements any more but we are still able to track that on our end. 

This has been a couple years in the making, but we were notified that our database

company was no longer going to be operational and after 2018 we would no longer have

support or updates for the system we were using.  We had to make a choice of who we

would go with, determining what would have to change and what would all of these

changes cost. We found a solution that works within our church budget and have been

slowly transitioning different things to the new database (Planning Center Online).  

 

1.

2.

3.

 

We know that this is a lot of information to get at one time, please don't hesitate to ask

questions. This is the first year using the new database for giving statements so we are

still working through it.  Thanks for your patience and understanding.



Renovation Update
Phase One- (2017-2018) We flipped the building and put youth on one end,

children on the other and adults in the middle. This included the new epoxy

flooring, new trim and fresh paint in almost every room.

Phase Two- (2018-2019) We replaced a majority of windows, ordered new

exterior doors for the gym (they still need to be installed), and put new carpet

in the foyer, offices, library, coatroom and cry room.  We also updated the

Connection Point and some of the foyer furniture.

Phase Three- (2019- 2020) We are focusing on our technology & IT needs.  In

2019, we have been able to replace the projector and have a working projector

in the gym again, we were also able to bring our light banks "up to speed",  put

a live stream in the nursery and fixed the live stream in the Dining Room.  In

2020, we will be focusing on having a couple consultants help us evaluate how

we can mainstream some of our lighting and sound needs. This would include

new sanctuary "house lights".  Some additional sound- dampening wall

hangings will be purchased for a couple of our louder spaces. We will also be

purchasing a floor cleaner to help with the upkeep of our new floor. 

Phase Four -final phase - (2020- 2021) 

Phase four is our last proposed phase.  This will

include finishing the Sanctuary.  We will be

replacing our 25 year old sanctuary chairs and

putting in new carpet due to some of the chairs

damaging the existing carpet. 

Contact the office if you have questions.

If you would like to contribute to the

Renovation you may use one of the

yellow envelopes from the hallway or

make note on your regular check or

envelope.



If you have questions about our finances,  contact

Treasurer Walt Weiland 608.343.1761 

or our Financial Secretary, Sherri Schack

608.343.6429

Offering envelopes can be

found at the Connection

Point. We have boxed sets

or single envelopes

Looking for Ways to give?
· There is an offering box in the back of the sanctuary or we

have offering as part of our service every other week. 
· Online donating is available on our  website: 

www.bibleefc.org/online-offering
· Yellow envelopes are available to designate your tithe to the

Building  Renovation Fund 
(or make note on your check or envelope)

CURRENT FISCAL YEAR 

 (July 1, 2019 -  Dec 26, 2019)

General Offering:                                         $224,102.37

Budget Goal:                                                $256,088.94

General Expenses Paid:                              $233,510.25

 

Checkbook balance as of 12.26.19:         $43,056.87

Money Market Balance as of 12.26.19:          $21,278.70

BUILDING RENOVATION FUND

FY 17/18 Expenses: 68,327.47          Income: 47,982.25 

FY 18/19 Expenses: 25,288.88           Income: 25,661.00 

FY 19/20 Expenses: 5,754.07              Income:  6,015.00
 

Overall Expense: 99,370.42      Overall Income: 79, 658.25 

 Difference: (19,712.17)

Financial Update



Stay Connected:

 Steve opened the meeting in prayer.

 Adult Ministries Update: Neil is going through the book “Side by Side”

 Robert closed the meeting in prayer.

Date:  Wednesday November 13, 2019 @ 4:30pm
 Present: Pastors Tim and Neil; Ben Upham, Ron, Cliff, Steve, Robert, Ben Bannan

 The minutes from the October Elder board meeting were reviewed and approved.  
 Pastor Tim’s Report:  
 a. Non-member teachers update is currently in progress.  
b. Elder Retreat Planning – Several topics have been presented for topics of discussion
during the retreat.  For example: how to measure church health.  
c. The possibility of a counseling ministry was discussed as there is a real need for this
type of ministry in the church.  

with group leaders to help them as leaders. We have 20 tickets for No Regrets in
February.   

Contact the office if you haven't signed up for our General Email list or our
Prayer Email list and are interested.

 
You can also follow us on Facebook or visit our website.

Facebook: Bible Evangelical Free Church
Website: www.bibleefc.org 

 
office@bibleefc.org          608.372.9377

 
for cancellations: Watch Facebook, our website or 

our general email list or listen to 96.1

November Elder Minutes 

1: No Wed Ministries
3-5: Youth Districts Conference
5-11: Host Family Promise
24-25: Elder Retreat
26: Bake-Off & Game Day potluck
Feb 1: No Regrets Conference
Feb 2: Youth "Big Game" Party

Dates to keep in mind


