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This document describes Messiah Evangelical Lutheran Church’s
Returning-to-Church team’s recommendations for resuming live wor-
ship services starting August 23. The recommendations are guided
by the Metro Chicago Synod guidelines, which reference the State of
Illinois Restore Illinois plan.

Recommendations

Arranging Worship Services

• Attendance Limit: worship services should be limited to 50 people
in the sanctuary. This total should include both congregants and
participants. The gathering place and media loft are excluded from
the limit, and people in those places should be counted separately.

• Chairs will be limited and arranged to provide common-sense
distancing during services. Extra chairs should be stacked in a
temporary storage place.

• We recommend beginning on Aug 23 with a single live service,
with the option to add one additional service in later weeks. If a
second service is added, then we recommend dividing the Sanctu-
ary into North/South seating sections, where one section would be
dedicated for each service.

• We also recommend asking for a team of two sanitization volun-
teers, to wipe down used surfaces after service, especially if we
hold more than one live service per day.

• Consider a separate, additional drive-up service, to be broadcast
via local FM transmitter to congregants who would stay in their
cars during the service. Potentially this could even be broadcast
from outdoors, if the electronics can be arranged.

• Since the attendance limit is significantly under our average at-
tendance, we recommend electronic sign-up via an online ticket
vendor like EventBrite. The online tickets should be managed
through the Church Office, with an option for congregants to call
in to the office and reserve a ticket as well. We do not recommend
that tickets be checked at the door for a service, since the logistics
of that are difficult and the image it sends is not very welcoming.
Tickets and attendance should be based on the ’honor system’.
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• A COVID Health questionnaire and a health risk disclaimer will
be posted on the online ticket listing. The questionnaire will also
be communicated via the Wellness Wednesday newsletter and any
other method of communication deemed necessary/appropriate.
In the event of a phone reservation, the questionnaire could be
shared by Elsa to the caller.

• Some small overflow seating should be set up in the gathering
place. We do expect there to be some small number of congregants
who do not read the notifications or otherwise miss the informa-
tion and simply show up for a service. In order to avoid having to
turn people away from the Church doors, we recommend setting
up ten properly-distanced seats in the Gathering Place to give such
congregants the option to still worship at Messiah. Of course these
congregants should be informed about the sign-up and encour-
aged to do so in the future. Overflow seating is for unexpected
attendees and not to be used as a regular seating location.

Worship Practices

• We discourage congregational singing or responsive reading. Mu-
sic during services should be limited to four vocalists plus piano
or organ accompaniment.

• Sharing of the Peace should be done in a fashion that does not
involve physical contact between congregants.

• The Offering should be taken in a drop-box style. The drop box
should be left in a central location easy to access by congregants,
then taken to the Church Office after the service and left for two
days before opening.

• Entry and exits to the Church and to the Sanctuary should be
noted. Greeters should encourage congregants to move directly
from the entry to the sanctuary. Cordons either taped on the floor
or set up as rope barriers are recommended as well. Greeters and
Ushers should meet before services and discuss how entry and
egress from service will be arranged.

• Continue to print bulletin inserts; leave inserts on a common table
in the Gathering Place for congregants to take upon leaving the
service.

• Bulletins should not be distributed; bulletin information should be
displayed on the viewscreens.

• The Quiet Room should be closed during Phase 4.
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Changes and Questions

• All these recommendations may change, as we’re in a rapidly
changing environment and new information comes up quite often.
State, local, and synod guidelines are also not always synchro-
nized, and we do have to guide ourselves to some degree. Your in-
put as a congregation will be listened to, and if you have questions
or concerns please email Curt DeCaro at curt.decaro@gmail.com.
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