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Call to Worship 
Isaiah 32:1-3 

Behold, a king will reign in righteousness, 
and princes will rule in justice. 

Each will be like a hiding place from the wind, 
a shelter from the storm, like streams of water in a dry place, 

like the shade of a great rock in a weary land. 
Then the eyes of those who see will not be closed, 
and the ears of those who hear will give attention. 

 
Hymn of Approach 

“Come Thou Almighty King" 
 
 

Prayer of Praise 
 
 

Song of Praise 
“Behold Our God" 

 
 

Scripture Reading 
Romans 8:18-27 

 
For I consider that the sufferings of this present time are not worth comparing with the 
glory that is to be revealed to us.For the creation waits with eager longing for the 
revealing of the sons of God.For the creation was subjected to futility, not willingly, but 
because of him who subjected it, in hope that the creation itself will be set free from its 
bondage to corruption and obtain the freedom of the glory of the children of God. For we 
know that the whole creation has been groaning together in the pains of childbirth until 
now. And not only the creation, but we ourselves, who have the firstfruits of the Spirit, 
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groan inwardly as we wait eagerly for adoption as sons, the redemption of our bodies. 
For in this hope we were saved. Now hope that is seen is not hope. For who hopes for 
what he sees? But if we hope for what we do not see, we wait for it with patience. 
 
Likewise the Spirit helps us in our weakness. For we do not know what to pray for as we 
ought, but the Spirit himself intercedes for us with groanings too deep for words. And he 
who searches hearts knows what is the mind of the Spirit, because the Spirit intercedes 
for the saints according to the will of God. 
 

 
 

Confession of Sin 
 

Almighty God, Heavenly Father, we acknowledge in ourselves and confess as truth, that             
we are not worthy to lift up our eyes to heaven to present ourselves in your presence. If                  
you were to look at what is in us we should not presume that our prayers be answered                  
by you. Our consciences accuse us and our sins testify against us and we know you are                 
a righteous Judge. Lord, as we consider our whole life, we are ashamed in our hearts.                
Nevertheless, Lord, since it has pleased you, in your infinite mercy, to command us to               
call upon you even in our sin, the more we grow faint in ourselves the more we find                  
refuge in you. Through the name and merit of our Lord Jesus Christ, we renounce all                
human confidence and are emboldened by your sheer goodness to present ourselves            
before you in order to receive grace and mercy. Amen.  

 
 
 

Scripture of Assurance 
Romans 8:28-30 

 
And we know that for those who love God all things work together for good, for those                 
who are called according to his purpose. For those whom he foreknew he also              
predestined to be conformed to the image of his Son, in order that he might be the                 
firstborn among many brothers. And those whom he predestined he also called, and             
those whom he called he also justified, and those whom he justified he also glorified. 
 

 
 

Hymn of Thanks 
“Fairest Lord Jesus” 



 
 

Confession of Faith 
1 John 4:9-16 

 
In this the love of God was made manifest among us, that God sent his only Son into                  
the world, so that we might live through him.In this is love, not that we have loved God                  
but that he loved us and sent his Son to be the propitiation for our sins. Beloved, if God                   
so loved us, we also ought to love one another.No one has ever seen God; if we love                  
one another, God abides in us and his love is perfected in us. By this we know that we                   
abide in him and he in us, because he has given us of his Spirit.And we have seen and                   
testify that the Father has sent his Son to be the Savior of the world. Whoever                
confesses that Jesus is the Son of God, God abides in him, and he in God. So we have                   
come to know and to believe the love that God has for us. God is love, and whoever                  
abides in love abides in God, and God abides in him. 

 
 
 

 
Prayer of Petition 

 
 

Sermon Text 
Ecclesiastes 12:8-14 

 
Vanity of vanities, says the Preacher; all is vanity. Besides being wise, the Preacher              
also taught the people knowledge, weighing and studying and arranging many proverbs            
with great care. The Preacher sought to find words of delight, and uprightly he wrote               
words of truth. The words of the wise are like goads, and like nails firmly fixed are the                  
collected sayings; they are given by one Shepherd. My son, beware of anything beyond              
these. Of making many books there is no end, and much study is a weariness of the                 
flesh. The end of the matter; all has been heard. Fear God and keep his               
commandments, for this is the whole duty of man. For God will bring every deed into                
judgment, with every secret thing, whether good or evil. 
  
 

 
Sermon 

“Hard Truth”  



 
 

Closing Hymn 
“The Lord Bless You and Keep You" 

 
 

Benediction 
 


