
Call to Worship  
Isaiah 25:6-9 

 
On this mountain the Lord of hosts will make for all peoples 
  a feast of rich food, a feast of well-aged wine, 
  of rich food full of marrow, of aged wine well refined. 
And he will swallow up on this mountain 
  the covering that is cast over all peoples, 
  the veil that is spread over all nations. 
  He will swallow up death forever; 
and the Lord God will wipe away tears from all faces, 
  and the reproach of his people he will take away from all the earth, 
  for the Lord has spoken. 
It will be said on that day, 
  “Behold, this is our God; we have waited for him, that he might save us. 
  This is the Lord; we have waited for him; 
  let us be glad and rejoice in his salvation.” 

 
Hymn of Approach 

“Glorious Things of Thee Are Spoken"  
 

Prayer of Praise 
 

Song of Praise 
“What a Beautiful Name It Is" 

 
Scripture Reading 

John 8:12-24 
 

Again Jesus spoke to them, saying, “I am the light of the world. Whoever follows me 
will not walk in darkness, but will have the light of life.” So the Pharisees said to him, 
“You are bearing witness about yourself; your testimony is not true.” Jesus answered, 
“Even if I do bear witness about myself, my testimony is true, for I know where I came 
from and where I am going, but you do not know where I come from or where I am 
going. You judge according to the flesh; I judge no one. Yet even if I do judge, my 
judgment is true, for it is not I alone who judge, but I and the Father who sent me. In 
your Law it is written that the testimony of two people is true. I am the one who bears 
witness about myself, and the Father who sent me bears witness about me.” They said 
to him therefore, “Where is your Father?” Jesus answered, “You know neither me nor 
my Father. If you knew me, you would know my Father also.” These words he spoke in 
the treasury, as he taught in the temple; but no one arrested him, because his hour 
had not yet come. 
 



So he said to them again, “I am going away, and you will seek me, and you will die in 
your sin. Where I am going, you cannot come.” So the Jews said, “Will he kill himself, 
since he says, ‘Where I am going, you cannot come’?” He said to them, “You are from 
below; I am from above. You are of this world; I am not of this world. I told you that 
you would die in your sins, for unless you believe that I am he you will die in your sins.” 
 

Confession of Sin 
 

Gracious God, our sins are too heavy to carry, too real to hide, and too deep to undo. 
Forgive what our lips tremble to name, what our hearts can no longer bear, and what 
has become for us a consuming fire of judgment. Set us free from a past that we 
cannot change; open to us a future in which we can be changed; and grant us grace to 
grow more and more in your likeness and image, through Jesus Christ, the light of the 
world. Amen. 
 

Scripture of Assurance 
John 8:34-36 

 
Jesus answered them, “Truly, truly, I say to you, everyone who practices sin is a slave 
to sin. The slave does not remain in the house forever; the son remains forever. So if 
the Son sets you free, you will be free indeed.  

 
Hymn of Thanks 
“Man of Sorrows” 

 
Confession of Faith 

Heidelberg Catechism 21 
 

Q. What is true faith? 
 
A. True faith is not only a sure knowledge by which I hold as true all that God has 
revealed to us in Scripture; it is also a wholehearted trust, which the Holy Spirit creates 
in me by the gospel, that God has freely granted, 
not only to others but to me also, forgiveness of sins, eternal righteousness, and 
salvation. These are gifts of sheer grace, granted solely by Christ’s merit. Amen. 

 



Sermon Text  
Psalm 107:10-22 

 
10 Some sat in darkness and in the shadow of death, 

  prisoners in affliction and in irons, 
11 for they had rebelled against the words of God, 

  and spurned the counsel of the Most High. 
12 So he bowed their hearts down with hard labor; 

  they fell down, with none to help. 
13 Then they cried to the Lord in their trouble, 

  and he delivered them from their distress. 
14 He brought them out of darkness and the shadow of death, 

  and burst their bonds apart. 
15 Let them thank the Lord for his steadfast love, 
  for his wondrous works to the children of man! 

16 For he shatters the doors of bronze 
  and cuts in two the bars of iron. 

 
17 Some were fools through their sinful ways, 

  and because of their iniquities suffered affliction; 
18 they loathed any kind of food, 

  and they drew near to the gates of death. 
19 Then they cried to the Lord in their trouble, 

  and he delivered them from their distress. 
20 He sent out his word and healed them, 

  and delivered them from their destruction. 
21 Let them thank the Lord for his steadfast love, 
  for his wondrous works to the children of man! 
22 And let them offer sacrifices of thanksgiving, 

  and tell of his deeds in songs of joy! 
 
 

Sermon  
"The Hope of Hesed For Rebels and Fools" 

 
 
 



Sermon Outline 
 

 Intro: More to Life than Physical and Material Well-Being 
 
 

 1. "Some Sat in Darkness and the Shadow of Death..." (vv 10-16) 
 
 

 2. "Some Were Fools Through Their Sinful Ways..." (vv 17-22) 
 
 

 3. "He Sent Out His Word and Healed Them" (vv 19-20) 
 

 
Prayer of Petition 

 
Closing Hymn  

“Amazing Grace, My Chains Are Gone" 
 

Benediction 
 


