
Foundations II-5 Sanctification and Glorification 
 

Sanctification 'For this is the will of God, even your sanctification' (1 Thess. 4:3). 

What is sanctification? Sanctification is the work of God’s free grace by which we are 

renewed throughout in the image of God and are enabled more and more to die to sin and live to 

righteousness. 

Work of God- Ezekiel 36:27 

 

Our Responsibility- Work our out Salvation- Philippians 2:12–13 

  

Dying to Sin and Living unto God- Romans 6:4, Romans 6:6–8, Romans 6:11–14 

 

The Instrument we use:  The word of God- John 17:17 

 

The Goal:  Being made holy by being renewed in the image of God- Ephesians 4:20–24 

 

The relationship between sanctification and justification  
In justification God imputes the righteousness of Christ to the believer; in sanctification the Holy Spirit 

infuses grace and enables us to the make strides in holiness. 

In justification sin is pardoned, so that its guilt is removed; in sanctification sin is subdued, so that it no 

longer exercises its supreme control.  

In justification all believers are equally freed from the revengeful wrath of God perfectly in this life, so 

that they never fall into condemnation; but sanctification is not equal in all, but of various degrees; nor is 

it perfect in any in this life, but growing up unto perfection.  

  

Counterfeits of sanctification:  

(1) Moral virtue.  

(2) Superstitious devotion.  

(3) Hypocrisy 

(4) Common grace  

  



Glorification  

Romans 8:29–30, “For those whom he foreknew he also predestined to be conformed to the image of his Son, 

in order that he might be the firstborn among many brothers. [30] And those whom he predestined he also 

called, and those whom he called he also justified, and those whom he justified he also glorified.” 

John Murray writes, “Glorification is the final phase of the application of redemption. It is that which brings to 

completion the process which begins in effectual calling. Indeed it is the completion of the whole process of 

redemption. For glorification means the attainment of the goal to which the elect of God were predestinated in 

the eternal purpose of the Father and it involves the consummation of the redemption secured and procured by 

the vicarious work of Christ” (Redemption: Accomplished and Applied, p. 174). 

What benefits do believers receive from Christ at death? 

The souls of believers are at their death made perfect in holiness and immediately pass into 

glory; and their bodies, being still united to Christ, rest in their graves until the resurrection. 

Made perfect in holiness, Hebrews 12:23 

Our souls immediately pass into the presence of God, 2 Corinthians 5:6–8 

Our bodies rest in the grave until Jesus returns, 1 Thessalonians 4:13–14  

Our bodies are resurrected when Jesus returns, John 5:28–29 

What benefits do believers receive from Christ at the resurrection? 

At the resurrection Christ will immediately raise up in glory all believers; he will openly 

acknowledge and acquit them in the day of judgement, graciously rewarding them according to 

their works of faith, and they will enter into the full enjoyment of God for all eternity. 
 

1 Thessalonians 4:13–18 

 

Those who are alive when the resurrection occurs shall not die, but shall be changed.  

 

All the dead shall be raised with the same bodies, and none other.  

The fact of the resurrection further implies that the soul and body shall be reunited.  

It regard to the just, they shall be raised by the Spirit of Christ unto honor, and be made 

conformable to his own glorious body. Matthew 25:31–34 

In the case of the unjust or finally impenitent, the bodies of the unjust shall, by the power of 

Christ, be raised to dishonor. Matthew 25:41–46 

  Debate: Where do Christians go after 1 Thess 4:17?  Heaven or Earth? 

 

 


