
© 2020 Great Commission Publications
No further distribution allowed. www.gcp.org

Growing in God • Lesson Nine

Lesson Nine
Honoring God’s Chosen Leaders

Since Adam and Eve rebelled against God’s authority, people have 
struggled with the sin of pride, which is often manifested in refusal to 
submit to those whom God has placed in authority. Whether it’s the 
three-year-old who runs in the opposite direction when called, the teen-
ager who defies her curfew, the employee who goes around his supervisor 
to get what he thinks he deserves or the driver who speeds, we are all 
tempted to resist authority.

God expected the Israelites to respect and follow the leaders he 
had provided, but two groups of dissidents from the tribes of Levi and 
Reuben united to challenge Moses’ and Aaron’s authority. God had given 
the Levites the privilege of serving him in the tabernacle, but instead of 
being thankful, Korah and his followers were jealous of Aaron because 
only he and his descendants could be priests. Jealousy is often intertwined 
with the refusal to submit to authority. The Reubenites accused Moses 
of poor leadership, blaming him for taking them away from the comforts 
of Egypt, not taking them into the Promised Land and causing them 
to wander in the wilderness. As is typical, the rebels distorted the truth: 
their lives as slaves in Egypt had been hard, they had refused to enter the 
Promised Land, and they deserved to remain in the desert.

The dissidents opposed God himself when they rebelled against his 
appointed leaders, and it was clearly God who brought judgment upon 
them. Imagine seeing the earth open up and swallow the defiant leaders, 
and fire descend upon their followers! Amazingly, instead of falling to 
the ground in fear and submission to the all-powerful God, the whole 
Israelite community confronted Moses and Aaron and accused them of 
killing the Lord’s people. In his wrath against the stubborn and ungodly 
people, the Lord declared he would kill them all. The plague he sent 
spread so quickly that 14,700 died before Aaron could make atonement 
for the people.

God’s holiness and justice demanded the Israelites’ obedience. His 
judgment exonerated Moses and Aaron of the charges brought against 
them, and it affirmed his authority over his people and the authority of 
the leaders he appoints in every realm of life—the family, church,  society 
and civil government. 

Heart Preparation

Scripture
Numbers 16–17

  

Bible Truth
God punished the peo-
ple who rebelled against 
Moses and Aaron, the 
leaders he had appointed.

  

Lesson Aim
To know that God puts 
people in positions of 
authority and expects us 
to show respect to them.

Memory Verse

Review:
Psalm 121:7–8

Optional:
Submit yourselves 

for the Lord’s sake to 
every authority.

1 PeteR 2:13a


