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Memory Verse

Growing in God • Lesson Eight

Lesson Eight
Learning to Trust and Obey God

Privilege demands responsibility. God gave the Israelites the ultimate 
privilege of being his chosen people, but with it came the responsibility 
of trusting and obeying him. Describing Israel’s 40 years of wandering in 
the wilderness, the book of Numbers focuses on God’s faithfulness and 
sovereignty in spite of his covenant people’s frequent lack of trust and 
obedience.

Granting the people’s request, God told Moses to send spies into the 
Promised Land to see what it was like. They reported that Canaan was 
a land flowing with milk and honey as God had promised, but 10 of the 
12 were more mindful of the size and strength of the inhabitants than of 
the evidence of God’s faithfulness. Showing courage and faith, the other 
two spies, Joshua and Caleb, reminded the Israelites that God was more 
powerful than those people. But they refused to enter Canaan, heeding 
the doubts of the 10 cowardly spies rather than the promises of God.

In response to Moses’ bold intercession, God showed great mercy 
to the people, but his holiness demanded punishment for their sin of 
rebellion. God killed the 10 faithless spies and declared that the Israelites 
would wander in the desert until all the adults who had been freed 
from slavery in Egypt had died so that none of them would enter the 
Promised Land. The people mourned, not because they were sorry for 
their sin but because they were sorry for its consequences. Not willing to 
accept God’s decision, they foolishly tried to enter Canaan by their own 
power but were immediately defeated.

We may be quick to criticize the Israelites for not trusting God 
enough to obey him. He had miraculously delivered them from slavery 
in Egypt and had given them Moses as leader, provisions for the journey, 
a tabernacle for meeting with him, and a sacrificial system for cleansing 
them from their sins. Why didn’t they remember what he had done 
in the past and trust him for the future? But do we not see a bit of 
ourselves in their whining, complaining and self-will? God has delivered 
us from slavery to sin and death, provided the way for us to have 
constant fellowship with him, and promised to supply all our needs. Yet 
we often complain about our lot in life, worry about the future or whine 
when God’s timetable isn’t the same as ours. Pray for yourself and your 
children, that, like Joshua and Caleb, you will not be fainthearted but 
trust and obey our gracious God.

Heart Preparation

Scripture
Numbers 13–14

  

Bible Truth
The Israelites lost the 
joy of going into the 
Promised Land because 
they did not trust God 
enough to obey him.

  

Lesson Aim
To understand that we 
can trust God enough to 
obey him.

The Lord will keep 
you from all harm— 

he will watch over your 
life; the Lord  

will watch over your 
coming and going  

both now and  
forevermore.
PsaLm 121:7–8


