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Growing in God• Lesson Seven

Lesson Seven
Meeting with God

“They will know that I am the Lord their God, who brought them 
out of Egypt so that I might dwell among them. I am the Lord their 
God” (Exodus 29:46). This verse states the theme of the book of Exodus 
and explains the purpose of the tabernacle. The Lord graciously chose to 
dwell with his people.

As we read God’s instructions for building the tabernacle and Moses’ 
obedience in doing everything “as the Lord had commanded” (Exodus 
39:43), we can become lost in the repetitious details and fail to see the 
fundamental truth: God gave precise instructions and expected obedi-
ence. The Israelites could meet with him only in the place he specified 
and according to the procedures he commanded.

The presence of a dwelling place for God reminded the people of his 
kingship over them. But it also looked ahead to the incarnation, when 
God would dwell among his people in the Person of Jesus Christ. The 
crucified and resurrected Christ—who now sits in the presence of God, 
not in a man-made sanctuary but in heaven itself (Hebrews 9:24)—has 
sent the Comforter, the Holy Spirit, to indwell all who are truly united 
with Christ. Fellowship with God is no longer associated with a taberna-
cle or building but is due to God’s gift of a new heart.

The tabernacle, furnishings, mediators and procedures were only 
shadows of what was to come. The blood of an animal was never sufficient 
to pay the price for sin, as the constant repetition of the sacrifices con-
firmed (Exodus 29:38–39), and human priests were never holy enough to 
go into the presence of God without first offering a sacrifice on their own 
behalf. But all of the requirements for restoring the relationship between 
the holy God and sinful people were fulfilled in the Person and work of 
Jesus Christ, who was the sufficient and final sacrifice and High Priest. 
The popular idea that people of all religions worship the same God even 
though they approach him through a variety of means is tragically mis-
taken. The Bible declares that faith in Jesus Christ is God’s only way for 
anyone to go into his presence (Hebrews 9:11–15). 

Your children cannot grasp the abstract symbolism of each part of 
the tabernacle or each ceremony. Pray for their increasing understand-
ing as you emphasize that we can know God only by loving, trusting and 
obeying Jesus Christ, the only Savior and High Priest we need.

Heart Preparation

Scripture
Exodus 25:1–9  
Exodus 35:1–38:17; 40

  

Bible Truth
God gave his people 
plans for building the 
tabernacle, where he 
would meet with them 
and live among them.

  

Lesson Aim
To know that God  
has provided the only 
way we can come to  
him: through faith in  
the Lamb of God,  
Jesus Christ.

Memory Verse

review:
PsaLm 121:1–6

Optional:
Jesus answered, “I am 
the way and the truth 
and the life. No one 
comes to the Father 
except through me.”

John 14:6


