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Memory Verse

Growing in God • Lesson Four

Lesson Four
Thanking God for His Power

How happy the Israelites must have felt as they quickly started their 
journey away from cruel bondage. This band of God’s people, some two 
million strong, marched out of Egypt led by Moses and Aaron and hur-
ried along the desert road leading south.

They must have been awed by God’s great demonstration of power 
and by his tender care for them. He had saved them from death and tyr-
anny, he had showed Pharaoh and his people who is Lord, and now he 
was guiding them through the desert—going before them in a pillar of 
cloud and fire that stayed in front of them day and night. This truly was 
a time of great hope and rejoicing.

God led his people to the shores of the Red Sea, where they camped 
and rested. And it was there that the Israelites faced their first big test  
of faith.

When Pharaoh got word that the Israelites did not plan to return 
to Egypt, his heart hardened toward them once again. He called out 
his troops and led the chase after them. At the sight of the approaching 
enemy, the happiness of God’s people turned to terror. They wanted  
to trust the Lord, but they quickly turned on Moses, blaming him for 
their predicament.

“Do not be afraid,” Moses said consolingly. “Stand firm and you will 
see the deliverance the Lord will bring you today. . . . The Lord will 
fight for you; you need only to be still” (Exodus 14:13–14).

What encouraging words! 
God would not abandon his 
people. And there at the Red 
Sea, the Lord not only guided 
the Israelites to safety, he 
destroyed the enemy. The whole 
congregation of Israel then sang a song that Moses had taught them 
(Exodus 15:1–18), and Miriam, Moses’ sister, led all the women in 
singing praises to the Lord (Exodus 15:21).

We, too, can sing a song of triumph to God, thanking him for 
the salvation he gives us in his Son. And one day we will see our 
risen Christ. We shall see our enemies—Satan, sin and death—finally 
destroyed by the power of the risen Christ; we shall sing a brand new 
song in praise of the Savior, the Lamb of God (Revelation 15:1–4).

“The Lord will fight  
for you; you need  
only to be still.”

Heart Preparation

Scripture
Exodus 13:17–15:21

  

Bible Truth
At the Red Sea, God 
showed his great power 
by saving his people and 
destroying their enemies.

  

Lesson Aim
To thank God in song 
and in prayer for his 
great power and mercy.

review:
He will not let your 
foot slip—he who 

watches over you will 
not slumber; indeed, 
he who watches over 

Israel will neither 
slumber nor sleep.

PsaLm 121:3–4 


