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Memory Verse

Growing in God • Lesson Ten

Lesson Ten
Thanking God for His Goodness

As the book of Numbers describes the progress of God’s plan of 
redemption for his people, it is replete with events and symbols that 
point forward to the work of Christ. None is more striking than the 
bronze snake lifted up on a pole to provide healing and life for dying 
people who trusted God. 

Jesus himself referred to this image when he alluded to his own 
death on the cross in his conversation with Nicodemus: “Just as Moses 
lifted up the snake in the desert, so the Son of Man must be lifted up, 
that everyone who believes in him may have eternal life” (John 3:14–15). 
We who are dead in our sins must look in faith to him and his finished 
work on the cross for payment for our sin and for eternal life.

God consistently displayed his goodness to his people, providing all 
their needs, rescuing them from trouble, patiently teaching them, dis-
ciplining them and remaining faithful in spite of their faithlessness. Yet 
the Israelites repeatedly complained against Moses and against God. As 
long as life was pleasant, they were content. But when difficult times 
came again—as they always do—the people immediately disregarded 
God’s goodness and remembered only the hard things.

On a particularly rough, slow part of their journey, the Israelites 
grew impatient and began to complain, not just about the difficult travel 
but about the water and the food God had provided, even calling their 
daily manna “miserable.” After God sent into their camp poisonous 
snakes that killed many, the people confessed their sin and pleaded with 
Moses to pray that God would take away the snakes. God could have 
removed the snakes and healed those who had been poisoned, but his 
remedy instructed and tested the people in faith and obedience. He was 
constantly teaching his people to trust and obey him.

God sent judgment upon his people and delivered them from it. He 
used an image of a snake, his instrument of judgment, as his instrument 
for rescue. Just as looking in faith upon God’s remedy was the people’s 
only hope for physical healing, so our only hope for spiritual healing is 
looking in faith to Christ, who was lifted up on Calvary’s cross for us. 
“God made him who had no sin to be sin for us, so that in him we might 
become the righteousness of God” (2 Corinthians 5:21). Pray that your 
children will better understand God’s goodness in meeting all our needs.

Heart Preparation

Scripture
Numbers 21:4–9
John 3:14–17

  

Bible Truth
When God disciplined 
the Israelites by sending 
poisonous snakes into 
their camp, he graciously 
provided a means of 
healing for those who 
believed and obeyed him.

  

Lesson Aim
To thank God for pro-
viding everything we 
need, especially our 
Savior, Jesus Christ.

Review:
Psalm 121
Optional:

“Just as Moses lifted  
up the snake in the 

desert, so the Son of 
Man must be lifted 

up,  that everyone who 
believes in him may 
have eternal life.”

John 3:14–15


