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Memory Verse

Growing in God • Lesson One

Lesson One
Knowing God’s Plan for His People

Long after the time of Abraham, Isaac and Jacob, and long after 
the time of Joseph and his brothers, the people of Israel were settled 
in Egypt. They had lived there for many, many years, and had almost 
forgotten about Canaan, the land God had promised them. They were 
a mighty nation living in a land ruled by pagan kings. A new king took 
notice of the numerous Israelites and enslaved them, putting cruel task-
masters over them.

Pharaoh forced the Israelites to work long, hard hours. He treated 
them ruthlessly and made their lives bitter. Still, even in the midst of 
great hardship, God kept his promise to make his people as numerous as 
sand on the seashore and stars in the sky. The Israelites kept multiplying 
even as Pharaoh tried to kill them off.

It was in this setting that the tender, powerful story of Moses 
emerged. When cruel Pharaoh ordered every Israelite baby boy to be 
thrown into the Nile for certain destruction, the parents of young Moses 
were determined to save their precious newborn son. God had a plan for 
Moses, and in his power and wisdom, he worked in the hearts of Moses’ 
mother, Pharaoh’s daughter and Moses’ sister to rescue him from the 
Nile, protecting and preserving his life. Even the cruelty and wrath of 
Pharaoh could not stop God from accomplishing his purposes.

Moses was taken to the courts of Pharaoh and in this unlikely envi-
ronment was nurtured and educated. There Moses was provided with 
the kind of training and expertise that 
would prove valuable to him later on 
when he would lead the Israelites out 
of Egypt’s bondage (Acts 7:17–22).

Just as God called Moses, he has 
a plan for each of his children. He 
is a loving father who leads his own, 
guiding, protecting and training them 
for service in the kingdom of God (Psalm 27). We can be sure that just 
as Moses was safe and secure in his papyrus basket and in the courts of 
the enemy, so we can feel secure in our Father’s keeping wherever he 
places us. 

Thank the Lord for your children, and pray that he will help you  
see their unique qualities as he works out his perfect plan in their lives 
and yours.

Just as God called 
Moses, he has a 
plan for each of  

his children.

Heart Preparation

Scripture
Exodus 1:1–2:10

 

Bible Truth
God took care of Moses 
in a special way because 
God had an important 
work for him to do.

 

Lesson Aim
To understand God’s 
plan for Moses and name 
some things that are part 
of God’s plan for us  
right now.

I lift up my eyes to the 
hills—where does my 

help come from?  
My help comes from 
the Lord, the Maker 
of heaven and earth.

PsaLm 121:1–2


